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FREPERICK THE GREAT. 


BOOK XVII. 

AiE SEVEN.YEARS war : FIRST CAMPAIGN. 

1756-I7S7* 


CHAPTER I. 

WHAT FRIEDRICH HAD READ 2N THE HBNZRt DOCUMENTS. 

ir 

The ill-informed world, entirely unaware of what Friedrich had 
been studying and ascertaining^ to his bitter sorrow, for four 
years past, was extremely astonished at the part he took in 
those French-English troubles; extremely provoked at his 
breaking-out again into a Third Silesian War, greater than all 
the others, and kindling all Europe in such a way. The ill- 
informed world rang violently, tbeniand long after, with a Con¬ 
troversy, Was it of hig beginning, ur Not of his beginning?** 
Controversy, which may in our day be considered as settled by 
unanimous mankind; finished forever; and can now have no 
interest for any creature. 

Omitting that, our problem is (were it possible in brief 
compass), T^ set forth, b> what au^entic traits there are,—- 
not the ‘‘ ambitious,” ‘‘ audacious/' voracious an** highly con- 
demnable tf'riedrich of the Gaz({teers,—but the tbrice-intri* 
cateiy situated Friedrich of Fact., What the Facts privately 
known to Friedrich were, in what manner known ; and bow, 

vou VIL B 
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i?55.J756. 

in a more complex crisis than had yet been, Triedrich de* 
meaned himself: upon which latter point, and those cognate 
to it readers ought not to be ignorant, if now fallen indifferent 
on so »nany other points of the Affair. What a loud-roaring, 
loose and^ eijpty matter is this tornado of vociferation, which 
men call “ Public Opinion** I Tragically howling round a man; 
who has to stand stfent thc^hilc; and scan, wisely under pain 
of death, the altogether inarticulate, dumb and inexorable mat¬ 
ter which the gods call Factl Friedrich did read his terrible 
Sphinx-riddle ; the Garctlcer tornado did pipe and l^ow. King 
Friedrich, in contrast wiil^bis environment at that time, will 
most likely never be portrayed to modern men in his real pro¬ 
portions. real aspect ami atiitudo then and there,—which are 
silently not a little heroic and even pathetic, when well seen 
into;—and, (or certain, he is not portrayable at present, on 
our Side of ihc Sea, But what bints and fractions of feature 
wc authentically have, ought to be given with exactitude, espe¬ 
cially with brevity, and left to the ingenuous imagination of 
readers. 

The secret sources of the Third Silesian War, since called 
•‘Seven-Years War/* go back to 1745; nay, we may say, to 
the First Invasion of Silesia in 1740. For it was in Maria 
Theresa's incurable sorrow at loss of Silesia, and her ine»tfn«^ 
guishable hope to reconquer it, that this and all Friedrich's 
other Wars had their origin. Twice she had signed Peace with 
Friedrich, and solemnly ceded Silesia to him: but that too, 
with the Imperial Lady, was by no means a finis to the busi¬ 
ness. Not that she meant to break her Treaties ; far from her 
such a thought,—in the conscious form. Though, alas, in the 
unconscious, again, it was Aways rather near! Practically, she 
reckon^ to herself, thcs^rcaties wo^ come to be broken, as 
•Treaties do not endure forever; and then, at the good moment, 
she did purpose to be ready. •• Silesi^bacl^to us; Pr^tgmatic 
Sanction complete in every point 1 Was not that our dear 
Father's will, monition of all our Fathers and their Patriotisms 
and Traditionary Heroisms; and ift fact, the bdhest of gods 
and men ?” ^Ten Jears ago, this notion had been cut-down to 
apparent death, in a disastrous manner, for the sfbond time. 
But it did not die in the least: it never thinks of dying; starts 
always anew, passionate to produce itself again as action valid 



Cha^I. THE MENZEL iJdcUMENTS. ’ 3 

*«S-*75^ 

at last; and uves in the Imperial Heart with a tenacity that is 
strange to observe. Still stranger, in the envious Valct-Hcart, 
—in that of Brtihl^ who had far less cause I 

The Peace of Dresden, Christmas 1745, seemed to*be an 
act of considerable magnanimity on Friedrich's i^rt^ It was, 
at the first blush of it, 'incredible" to Harrach, the Austrian 
PAnipotentiary; whose embarrasyd, astemished bow vve re¬ 
member on that occasion, willi ^flish Vllncrs shedding pious 
tears. But what is very remarkable withal is a thing since dis- 
Ci vered^That Harrach, magnanimous signature hardly yet 
dry, did then straightway, by order^f his Court, very privately 
inquire of Bruhl, ** There is Peace, you see; what they call 
Peacebut our Treaty of JVarsazt;, for Partition of this mag¬ 
nanimous man, stands all the same; doesn't it?" To which, 
according to the Documents, Bnihl, hardly escaped from the 
pangs of death, and still in a very palc-ycUow condition, had 
answered in effect, " Hah, say you so ? One’s hatred is eternal; 
—but that man’s iron heel t Wait a little; get Russia to join 
in the scheme!"—and hung back; the willing mind, but the 
too terrified I And in this way, like a famishing dog in sight 
of a too dangerous leg of mutton, Brtihl has ever since rather 
held back; would not reengage at all, for almost two years, 
even on the Czarina's engaging ; and then only in a cautious, 
qpfldjtional and hypothetic manner,—though with famine in¬ 
creasing day by day in sight of the desired viands. His hatred 
is fell; but he would fain escape with back unbroken. 

If&w Friedrich discovered the Mystery. Concernivg Menzel 

and iVeingartefi. 

Friedrich has been aware of tSis^myslcry, at least wide 
awake to it and becoming ever more ifttructed, for almi^st four 
years. Traitor Menzel the Saxon Kanzellist,—wc, who Save ‘ 
prophetically read ^at had to confess when laid hold of, 
are aware, though as yet, and on to 1757, it is a dead secret 
to all mortals but himself and • three others,*—has been busy 
for Prussia e^r since 'the^end of 1752.* Got admittance to 
the Presses; sent his first Excerpt 'about the tim# of Easter- 
Fair i753/*-'time of Voltaire’s tgjcing wing. And has been 
at work ever since. Copying Despatches from the most secret 

^ fttst Note (p. 4). 
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^ iyS5-x7S®* 

Saxon Repositories; ready always on Excellency Maltzahn's 
indicating the Piece wanted; and of late, I should think, is 
buster than ever, as the Saxon Mystety, which is also an Aus¬ 
trian Vnd Russian one, gets more light thrown into it, and 
seems tOeb^fast ripening towards action of a perilous nature. 
The first Excerpts furnished by Meniel. readers can judge how 
enigmatic they we^c. Th(^e Menzel Papers, copies mainly of 
Petersburg or Vienna Despatches to Briihl, with Briihl's Ans^ 
wers ^—the principal of which were subsequently printed in 
their best arrangement and liveliest point of visioi^^—are by 
no means a luminous set pt Documents to readers at this day. 
Think what a study they were at Potsdam in 1753, while still 
in the chaotic state; fished-cut, more or less at random, as 
Menrcl could lay hold of them, or be directed to them; the 
enigma clearing itself only by intense inspection, and capability 
of seeing in the dark! ^ 

It appears,—if you are curious on the anecdotic part,— 

* Winteifcld was the first that got eye on this dangerous Saxon 
Mystery; some Ex •Saxon, about to settle in Berlin, giving him of it 

‘ to Winterfcld; who nced^ only a hint. So soon as Winterfcld con- 

* vinced himself that there was u'eight in the affair, he imparled it to 
‘ Friedrich: “ Scheme of partitioning, your Majesty, of picking quar- 

* rch ihen overwhelming and partitioning; most serious scheme, Aus* 

' trian-Kussian a^ well as Saxon; going on steadily for )rears past, and 
‘ very lively at this time!” If true, Friedrich cannot but ad mil \ln.t 
‘ this is serious enough: important, ihricc over, to discover whether it 
' is true;—and gives Winteifeld authority to prosecute it to the bottom, 

* in Dresden or wherever the sccn:t may He. Who thereupon cliarged 
‘ Maltralm, the Prussian Minister at Dresden, to find some proper 

* Menzel, and bestir himself. How Moltzahn has found his Menrel, and 

* has bestirred himself, we saw. Thief-keys were made to pattern in 

* Berlin; first set did not second did; and stealthy Menzel gains 

* admittance to that Cha^ ihcr of the Archives, can steal ihitlier on 

* shpes of felt when occasion serves, andfeopy what you for a 

* consideration. Intermittently, since about Easter-Fair 17 53. Three 
‘persons are cognisaut of it, Winterfcld,^ Malt?ifhn, Friedrich; three, 

‘ and no more. Probably the abstrusest study, and the most Intense, 

‘ going-on in the world at that 

* At a very early stage of the Mensel Excerpts it jj^came manifest 

^ In Friedsfh's Mwfesto$, chiefly in Mfmoirt RaUeuni tur 2 a CondHtie ties 
Caurs de VitiSu tt tU (cominlea from the Metwl OriginaUt m toon a$ them 
gut hgid of: Berlin, Autumn X7s6). A solid and able Pap A rapidly done, 
by one Count Herzberg, who rose hign ia after rimea Reprinted, with many other 

* rieces' and * ]^$age«,' in GefattmulU Nackrickt^n %ma UrktrHdett,—whKh is a 

* CoUsctuMi* of auch l a volf, 113 Noa sxiaW 8vo, 00 Place, 1759, my Copy of it). 

’ ^taow, C/iamjkkfruHM de$ SisSit^Akriim Kruses (BeHui, iSoaX ^ ^3. 
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Chap. I. THE MENZEL dIPCUMENTS. 

X 7 SS'i 7 S^ • 

* that ceruin sjnchroQous Austrian Ditto would prove highly cladda^ 

' live; that» in fact, it would be indispeosable to get hold of these as 

* wclL Which also Winterfeld has managed to do. A deep-he^ed 

* man, who has hU eyes about him; and is very apt to manage what 

* he undertakes. One Weingarten Junior, a Secretary in the Austrian 
' Embassy at l^erlin (Excellency Peubla’s second Secrdoryi), has his 
‘ a^uainuuiceships in Berlin Society; and for one thing, as WinteHeld 

* discovers, is madly in love” with ^me Ch^berm^d or quasi* 

* chambermaid (let us call her ChamheAaaid), ** Daughter of the Cas- 
‘tellan at Charlottenburg. ” Winterfeld, through the due channels, 

* applied to this Chambermaid, Get me a small secret Copy of such 
^ and such despatches, out of your Weingarten; it will be well for yau 
‘ and him; otherwise perhaps not well I* Chambermaid, hope ut^ing, 

' or perhaps hope and fear, did her best; Weingarten had to yield the 

* required product and products, as required. By this Weingarten, 

* from some date not long after MenseVs hrst mysterious Dresden Ex* 

* cerpts, the necessary Austrian glosses, so far as possible to Weingarten 

* on the indications given him, have been r^ularly liad, for the two or 

* thret years past. 

' Weingarten first came to be seriously suspected June 1756 (Wein* 

* garten Junior, let us still say, for there was a Senior of unstained 
‘fidelity); “June 15th,” Excellency Peubla pointedly demands him 

* from Friedrich and the Berlin Police: “Weingarten Junior, my second 
‘ Secretar, fugitive and traitor; hidden somewhere t”* Excellency 
‘ Peubla is answered, a4th June: “ We would so fain catch him, it we 
‘ could! We have tried at Stendal,—not there: tried his Molher-in- 
‘ la^ knows nothing: have forborne laying-up his poor Wife and 
^^udren; and hope her Imperial Majesty will have pity on that poor 
‘ creature, who is fellen so miserable.”^ So that Excellency Peubla 
‘ had nothing for it but to compose himself; to honour the unstainable 
' fidelity of Weingarten Senior by a public piece of promotion, which 
‘ soon ensued ; and let the Junior run. Weingarten Junior, on the first 
‘ suspicion, had vanished with due promptitodc,—was not to be un- 
‘ earthed again. We perceive be has marri^ his Cbarlottenburg Beauty, 

‘ and there are helpless babies. It seeife “ he lived long years after, 

“ in the Altmark, as a Herr von Weiss,”—ftis reflections manifold, but 

‘ unknown.* What is much%otabler, Cogniaxzo, the Austrian Veteran, « 
' heard Weingarten’s Master^ Graf von Peubla, talk of tlie grand mys^ 

‘ nV<r,” soon after, anf howeFriedrich had heard of it, not from Wein- 
‘ garten alone, but from Gro&s-Furst Petor^ Russian Heir-Apparent T 
* As to Menzel, he did not get away. Menzel, as we saw, lasted 
‘ in free aciivi^' dll 1757; anePwas then put under lock and key. Was 
‘ not hanged; sat prisoner for twenty-seven ye^ often; overgrown 
‘ with hair, 4 eg$ and arms chained together, heavy iron-bar uniting 

^ ' Btrlin, i 9 d ynnt: Every research xoahlng tor Mr. WetngaAea,— in vain 
hitherto’ xxvl, i. e. for 1756, p. 363). 

* Hndm»(ktchiektt, ui nj. ^ Retmv, i. 37. 7 Cocftiouo, i 99 $, 
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* both ankles; diet bread-and-w'ater;—for the rest, healthy; and died> 

‘ not very miserable it is said, in 1784. Shocking traitors, Weingarten 
^ aikl he.^ 

Y^s, a diabolical pair, they, sure enoughand the thing 
they betiaytd against their Masters, was that a celestial thing ? 
Servants of the Devil do fall out; and Servants not of the Devil 
are fain, sometimd^, to rai^e a quarrel of that kind 1— 

The then world, as we ^id, was one loud uproar of logic 
on the right rending and the wrong of those Sibylline Docu- 
i^ents : **Did your King of Prussia interpret them aright, or 
even try it ? Did not he ute them as a cloak for highway rob* 
bery, and swallowing of a peaceable Saxony, bad man that he 
surely is?" For Friedrich’s demeanour, this time again, when 
it came to the <ictmg point, was of eminent rapidity; almost a 
swifter lion-spring than ever; and it brought on him, in the 
aerial or vocal way, its usual result: huge clamour of rage and 
logic from uninformed mankind. Clamorous rage and logic, 
which has now sunk irresuscitably dead*;—nothing of it much 
worth mentioning to modern readers, scitrcely even its JIsc 
(in Footnotes, for the benefit of the curious !),—and it is, 
at last, a thing not doubtful to anybody that Friedrich, in that 
matter, did read aright. So that now the loud uproar is re* 
duced to one small question with us, What did be read in those 
Menzel Documents? What Fact lying in them was it* fflA 
Friedrich had to read ? Here, smelted-down by repeated roust¬ 
ings, is succinct answer;—for the ultimate fragment of incom¬ 
bustible, here as elsewhere, will go into a nutshell, once the 
comments of Diplomatist-Gazetteer logic and disorderly stable- 
litter, threatening to heap themselves over the very stars, have 
been faithfully burnt away^ 

Headers heard of a liaion of Warsaw,*' early in 1745, concluded 
, by the Sea-Powcu ami the Saxon-rolisli and Hungarian Majesties; 
very harmless l/mon of Warsaw, public to all the world,—but with 
a certain thrice-sccret “ Treaty of Warsaw^ (between Polish and Hun¬ 
garian Majesiythemselves two, the Sea-Powers beii^ horror-struck by 
mention of it) whidi had followed thereupoo, in oo eager and wonder¬ 
ful manner. Thrice-secrct Treaty, for Partitioning Frildrich, and set¬ 
tling the res|r?ctivc rhares of his skin. Treaty which, to denote Its 
origin, we called of Warsaw; t^ugh it was not finished^here (shares 
ef skin so difficult to settle), aud^‘Treaty oiLcipsig^iZ'iSx May 1745,” is 
its alias in Books:—of which treaty, as the Sea-Powers had recoiled 
horror-struck, them was no whisper farther, to them or to the rest of 
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exoteric mankind;—though it has been one of the busiest Entities ever 
since. From tlie Meazcl Documents, I know not after what circuitous 
Ijropings and searchings, Friedrich first got notice of that Triaty :• 
figure his look on discovering hi . ^ 

Wc said it w’as the remarkablest bit of sheepskin in its Century. 
Hea<lers have heard too, That it was proposed to Briibl, hf a grateful 
jbui<tria, directly on signing the Peace of Dresden: “Our Partition- 
IVcnty stands ail the same, does it an^n what humour Brlihl 

Answered z “ Hah? Get Russia to j^ml” Both these fects, That there 
is a Treaty of Warsaw, and that this is the Anstrian-Saxon temper and 
intention towards him and it, Friedrich learned from the Menzel Docu¬ 
ments. ^d if the reader will possess himself of these two facts, and 
understand that they are of a germitiative, most vital quality, inde¬ 
structible by the times and the chances; and have been growing and 
developing themselves, day and night ever since, in a truly wonderful 
manner,—the reader knows in substance what Menzel had to reveal. 

Russia was got to join;—there are methods of operating on Russia, 
nnd kindling a poor fat Czarina into strange suspicions and indignations. 
In May 1746, within six months of the Peace of Dresden, a I’reaty of 
Petersburg, new version of the Warsaw one, was brought to parch¬ 
ment; Czarina and Empress-Queen signing,—Briihl dying to sign, but 
not dar^g. How Russia has been got to join, and more and more 
vigorously bear a hand; how Bnihl’s rabidities of appetite, and terrors 
of heart, have continued ever since; how Austria and Russi,i,—Druhl 
aiding with hysterical alacrity, haunted by terror (and at last mercifully 
excusfd from signing),—have, year after year, especially in this last 
1755) brought the matter nearer and nearer perfection; and the 
Two Imperial Majesties, with linilil to rear, wait only till they are 
fully ready, and the world gives opportunity, to pick a quarrel with 
Friedrich, and overwhelm and partition him, according to covenant: 
This, wandering through endless mazes of detail, is in sum what the 
Menzel Documents disclose to Friedrich and us. How, in a space of 
ten years, the small see<lgrain of a Treaty of Warsaw, or Treaty of 
Petersburg, planted and nourished in that manner, in the Satnn*s In¬ 
visible World, has grown into a mighl^Tiee there,—prophetic of Facts 
near at hand; which we^ extremely saii^nary to the Human Race 
for the next Seven Years/ 

This is the sir:ft-tot^l: but for Friedrich’s sake, and to illus¬ 
trate the situation, let us take a few glances more, into the then 
Satan’s Invisible World, which had become so ominously busy 
round Fri^rich and others. The Czarina, we say, was got to 
engage; 22d May 1746, there came a ffreatysof Petersburg 
duly valif[, which is that of V4^r8aw under a new name: and 
still Briihl durst not, for above a ^ear coming,—not till August 

s piiated m CEimrt de FHddric^ iv* 40-4^* 
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15th, 1747and then, only in a hypothetic half-and-half way, 
with fear and trembling, though With hunger unspeakable, in 
sight of the viands. A very wetched Briihl, as seen in these 
Menzel Documents. On poor Polish Majesty Briihl has played 
the sorcerer^this long while, and ridden him,* as he would an 
enchanted qi^drupcd, in a shameful manner: but how, in turn 
(as we study Meniel), is Bruhl himself hag-ridden, hunted 
his own devils, and leads siC:)} a ghastly phantasmal existence 
yonder, in the Valley of the Shadow of Clothes ^—mere Clothes, 
metaphorical and literal Wretched Briihl, agisted with 
hatreds of a rather infernal^nature, and with terrors of a not 
celestial, comes-out on our sympathies, as a dog almost pitiable, 
~were that possible, with twelve tailors sewing for him, and a 
Saxony getting shoved over the precipices by him. 

A famishing dog in the most singular situation. What he 
dare do, he docs, and with such a will. But there is almost 
only one thing safe to him: that of egging-on the Czarina 
against Friedrich; of coming lies to kindle Czarish Majesty; 
of wafting on every wind rumours to that end, and continually 
besieging with them the empty Czarish mind. Briibl has many 
Conduits, ‘the Sicur de Funck,’ ‘the Sieur Gross,* plenty of 
Legationary Sieurs and Conduits \—which issue from all quar¬ 
ters on Petersburg, and which find there a Reservoir, and due 
Russian service^pipesy prepared for them ;—and Briihl is bV/S^,. 
“Commerce of Dantzig to be ruined,** suggests he, “that is 
plain : look at his Asiatic Companies, his Port of Embden. 
Poland is to be stirred-up;—has not your Czarish Majesty 
beard of his intrigues there ? Courland, which is almost be¬ 
come your Majesty’s,—cunningly snatched by your Majesty's 
address, like a valuable moribund whale adrift among the shal¬ 
lows,—this bad man will iave it out to sea again, with the 
harpoons in it; fairly aflokt amid the ^lish Anarchies again 1 '* 
Thes# are but specimens of Briihl, Or we can give such in 
Briihrs own words, if the reader had qtthei^ Here are Two, 
which have the advantage of brevity: 


o o Sieur de Ftindc, Saxon Minister at Petersbuig, 
wrote to Count Bruhl, ^tb July 175^ (says an inexorable^Aecord), 

€ 

^ Mimoirt (it) GttammilU Nackrickfm), i 459. 


fihriifn Kritgtt, L 63. 
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* 'rhat the Sieur (now Minister of Russia at Dresden^ who 

vanished out of Berlin like an angry sky-rocket some years ogo) * would 
' do a good service to the Common Cause, if he wrote to his^ourt, 
^^Tbat the King of Prassta hod found a channel in Coi^land, by 
** which he learned oil the secrets of the Russian Court;" * and Sieur 
Funck added, ' that it was expected good use could ^e made of such 
^ a story with her Crarish M^esty.*—To which Count Bruhl replies, 
a3d July, *That he has instructed the Sieur jGross, who will not fall 

* to act in consequence.’ i 

Sieur Prasse, same Funck’s Secretary of Legation, at Peters¬ 
burg, writes to Count Brtihl, lath April 1756: 

^ I aifl bidden signify to your Excellency that it is greatly wishefl, 

* in order to iavour certain views, ^o\x would have the goodness to 

* cause arrive in Petersburg, by different channels, the following intel- 
’ligence: ^'That the King of Prussia, on pretext of Commerce, is 

sending officers and engineers into the Ukraine, to reconnoitre the 
** Country and excite a rebellion there." And this advice, be pleased 

* to observe, is not to come direct from the Saxon Court, nor by the 
< 2 hvoy Gross, but by some third party,—to the end there may be no 
‘ concert notic^,—as they’ (/V«, the ‘‘service-pipes,” and managing 
Excellencies, Russian and Austrian) ‘ have given the same commission 
’ to other Ministers, so that the news shall come from more places than 
‘ one. 

' They’ (the said managing Excellencies) ’ have also required me 
‘ to write to the Baron de Sack, ’ our Saxon Minister in Sweden, ‘ upon 

* it, which I will sot fail to do; and they assured me that our Court's 
^ advantage was not less concerned in it than that of their own; adding 

^^?bese words’ (comfortable to one’s soul), ‘‘ The King of Prussia” (in 
1745) “ gave Saxony a blow which it will feel for fifty years; but we 
** will give him one which be will feel for a hundred.” ’ 

To which beautiful suggestion Excellency Bruhl answers, ad June 
1756? * As to the Secret Commission of conveying to Petersburg, by 

* concealed channels, Intelligence of Prussian machinations in the 
‘ Ukraine, we are still busy finding-out a right channel; and they’ 
{Pon, the managing Excellencies) ‘Jjay very soon, one way or the 

* other, see the effect of my personal in^dinatlon to second what is so 
^ good an intention, tho^h a little artful {u»peu artijidcust*^munp^y 
nothing to speak of^ 

Fancy a poor fat Czarioa, of many appetites, of little judg¬ 
ment, continually beaten-upon in this manner by these Saxon- 
Austrian ^ists and their Russian service-pipes. Bombarded 
with cunnmgly-devised fabrications, every win^ freighted for 
her with#hantasTnal rumours, no ray of c&rect daylight visiting 
the poor Sovereign Woman; #ho is lazy, not malignant if she 
could avoid it: mainly a mass df esurient oil, with alkali on 
n M4m9irt KuUonni (in CtwnmilU ^ 44 <krichtfn)y u 494-5 \ and ib. 47s. 
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the back of alkali poured-in, at this rate, for ten years past; 
till» hy pouring and by stirring* they get her to the state of spa/f 
and froth 1 Is it so wonderful that she does* by degrees* rise 
into enlinent suspicion* anger* fear, violence and vehemence 
against her bed neighbour ? One at last begins to conceive 
those insane whirls* continual mad suspicions* mad procedurei 
which have given Fitedrich ^uch vexation* surprise and provo¬ 
cation in the years past. * 


Friedrich is always specially eager to avoid iU-|rilI ft'Otn 
Russia; but it has come* in^spite of all be could do and try. 
And these procedures of the Czarish Majesty have been so ca« 
pricious* unintelligible, perverse* and his feeling is often enough 
irritation* temporary indignation* —which we know makes 
Verses withal I I can nowhere learn from those Prussian im¬ 
broglios of Books, what the Friedrich Sayings or Satirical 
Verses properly were: Retzow speaks of a ProdukU one at 
least, known in interior Circles. Produkt which decidedly 
requires publication, beyond anything Friedrich ever wrote 
though one can do without it too* and invoke Fancy in defect 
of Print. The sharpness of Friedrich's tongue we know; and 
the diligence of birds of the air. To all her other griefs against 
the bad man, this has given the finish in the tender Czarish 
bosom;—and like an envenomed drop has set the 5aponaceau£.« 
oils (already dosed with alkali* and well in solution) foaming 
deliriously over the brim* in never-imagined deluge? of a hatred 
that is unappeasable ;—very costly to Friedrich and mankind. 
Rising ever higher* year by year; and now risen, to what height 
judge by the following: 

At Pitersburg^ Mny 1753* ‘There was Meeting of the 

* Russian Senate, with dclibMuon held for these two days; and for 

* issue thij conclusion come to ; ^ 

« ‘'That it should be* and hereby is, seltlra as a fundamental maxim 
“ of the Russian Empire* Not only to oppoM an]^farther aggrandise- 
ment of the King of Prussia, but to seize me first conyenient oppor- 
tunity for ovefwhelmmg f^tfier)* by saperior force* the House of 
Brandenburg’" (Hear* hearth ‘‘and reducing it to its former state 
“ of mediocrity,”** Leg of mutton to be actually gon^lnto. With 
what an enthusihsm of^^IIcar* hearl^ from Briihl and kindred par¬ 
ties; especially from Briihl*~whc however* dare not ySt bite, ex¬ 
cept hypothetically, such bis terrors and tremon. Or, look again 
(same Senate, 

o ReUov* I 34. 4 (In CtsammitU N0cMM9t$)t L 4 sl 
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At Pffmhtrgy October 1755): ‘To wluch Fundameotal Maxim, 

‘ articulateif 6 xed ever since diose fly days of 1753, the aug\^t Rus* 

* ska Sanhedrim, deliberating; iarthcr in October 1755, adds this re- 

* markable extensipn, * 

** That it is our resolution to attack the King Frassia without 
** farther discussion, uiicnsoever the said King shall atfack any Ally 
of Russia’s, or shall himself be attacked by any of them.” Ilallcd 
by Bruhl, as natural, with hb li^cjcst apptoval. glorious 

** liberation, that, indeed V* writes he : ** It clears the way of action 
” for Russia’s Allies in this matter; and for us too ; though nobody 
** can us, if we proceed with the extremest caution,”—and 

rather wait till the Bear is nearly kplcd.^^ 

Many marvels Friedrich had deciphered out of this Wein- 
garten-Menrcl Apocalypse of Satan’s Invisible World; and 
one often fancies Friedrich’s tone of mind, in his intense in¬ 
specting of that fateful continent of darkness, and his laby- 
rlhthic stepping by degrees to the oracular points, which have 
a light in them when flung open. But in respect of practical 
interest, this of October 1755 (which would get to Potsdam 
probably in few weeks after) must have surpassed ail the others. 
Marvels many, one after the other no doubt left, long since, 
of tlie constant disposition, preparation and fixed intention to 
partition him. But here, in this last indication by the Russian 
Senate,—which kindles into dismal evidence so many other 
enigmatic tokens,—there has an ulterior oracular point dis¬ 
closed itself to Friedrich; in vaguer condition, but not less in-* 
dubitable, and much more perilous: namely. That now, at last 
{end of 1755), Ihe Two Imperial Majesties, very eager both, 
consider that the time is come. And are,—as Friedrich looks 
abroad on the Austrian-Russiaa marchings of troops, camp¬ 
ings, and unusual military sy^nptoms and combinations,— 
visibly preparing to that end. ^ 

They have agreed to attack me next Year if tjiey 

can; and next JNgain (1757), without^.-” so Friedrich, putting 
written word and public occurrence together, gradually reads; 
and so, all readers will see, the fact was,—though Imperial 
Majesty ^ Schonbnini% as we shall find, strove to deny it when 

H GisammiiU UacAriebiA], i. 42^ 

U FoT^XAtopU. or in r«csicatuktitt: n Treaty of Warsaw or Lc(pzk> to par¬ 
tition hi*B (16th May 1745): ’Treaty « Fetertburc (22d May 1746, new form or 
Warsaw Trtaty, with Ciaiua superaddo 4 ); tremulcni^ QuaMi-Acce»»oo thereto o^j 
his Polish M^esty (most troaidous, hypothetic Ousu-Acce^^ioo, '^Yes-ww^Ko,' 
15th Augu*t <747. «od oftea afterwards); first DeliMratUm of the Russias Seaote, 
15th May 1753: sc. Ac. 
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applied to; and scouted, as mere dction and imagination, the 
notioiyof such an "Agreement” Which I infer, therefore, not 
to have existed in parchment; not in parchment, but only in 
reality, ahd as a mutual Bond registered in—shall we say " in 
Heaven,” lome are wont?—registered, perhaps, in Two 
Places, very separate indeed! No truer •'Agreement** ever did 
exist;—though a devout Impq|rial Majesty denies it, who would 
shudder at the lie direct. ' 

Poor Imperial Majesty: who can tell her troubles and straits 
in this abstruse time 1 Heaven itself ordering her to |et back 
the Silesia of her Fathers, if t 4 ie could ;—yet Heaven always 
looking dubious, surely, upon this method of doing it. By so¬ 
lemn Public Treaties signed in sight of all mankind; and con¬ 
trariwise, in the very same moments, by Secret Treaties, of a 
fell nature, concocted underground, to destroy the life of these I 
Imperial Majesty flatters herself it may be fair: ''Treaty of 
Dresden, Treaty of AixJa-Chapelle; Treaties wrung from me 
by force, the tyrannic Sea*Powers screwing us; Kaunitz can 
tell! A consummate Kaunitz; who has provided remedies. 
Treaties do get broken. Besides, I will not go to War, unless 
/le the Bad One of Prussia do I”—Alas, your noble Majesty, 
plain it at least is, your love of Silesia is very strong. And 
consummate Kaunitz and it have led you into strange predica^ 
ments. The Pompadour, for instance; who was it that answerefi^ 
• " ye ne la connais pasj 1 don’t know her, I” ? How gladly 
would the Imperial Maria Theresa, soul of Propriety, have 
made that answer t But she did not; she had to answer dif¬ 
ferently. For Kaunitz was imperative: " A kind little Note to 
the Pompadour; one, and then another and another; it is in¬ 
dispensable, your Imperial Majesty 1 ” And Imperial Majesty 
always had to do it. And Inhere exist in writing, at this hour, 
various^flattcring little Notes from ImjJferial Majesty to that 
Address ; which begin, **Afa Cousifte^** **Prif^sse etCounnei' 
say many witnesses; nay " Madame maHrh ckire S<Bur*' says 
one good witness’:^®—Notes which ought to have been printed, 
before this, or given at least to the Mi^ums. " Cousin,” 
"Princess and Cousin,” "Madame my dearest Sister:” Oh, 
high Imperial ^oul, vXth what strange bedfellows doe« Misery 

of various kinds bring us acquaftted I 
% • 

u Kormayr(ciced in PreuM, I 433n.,»a8an Dudos; MMitgnilkrd: M/mfim 
^akhiluu; &C). 
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Friedrich vas blamahly imprudent in regard to Potnpadoar, thinks 
Valori : ‘A little complaisance mi^t have—What might it not have 
done I —' But his Prussian Majesty would not. And while the^Minis- 
^ ten of alt the other Powers* allied with France * went assiduously 

* to pay their court to Madame, the Baron von Knyphausen alone, 
‘ by his Master’s order, never once went' Don’t! la connais 

while the Empress^Qacen was writing her the most Hat* 

* tering letters. The Prince of PruFjia, King^ eldest Brother, wished 

* ardently to obtain her Portrait, wd had applied to me for it; ss 

* hod Prince Henri to my Predecessor. The King, who has such gal- 

* lant and seductive ways when he likes, could certainty have recon- 

* died tfts celebrated Lady,'^^ highly important Improper Female 
to him and others.'* 

Yes; but he quite declined, not counting the costs. Costs may 
be immediate; profits are remote,—remote, but sure. Costs 
did indeed prove considerable, perhaps far beyond his expecta¬ 
tion ; though, I flatter myself, they never awoke much remorse 
in him, on that score!— 

Friedrich's Enigma, towards the end of 1755 and onwards, 
is becoming frightfully stringent; and the solution, ** What 
practically will be the wise course for me ?" does not lessen in 
abstruse intricacy, but the reverse, as it grows more pressing. 
A very stormy and dubious Future, truly t Two circumstances 
in it will be highly determinative: one of them evident to Fried- 
; the other unknown to him, and to all mortals, except 
two or three. Fi>j/, 

That there will be an English-French War straightway; 
and that» as usual, the French, weaker at sea, will probably 
attack Hanover;—that is to say, bring the War home to one’s 
own door, and ripen into fulfilment those Austrian-Russian Plots. 
This is the evident circumstance ; fast coming on ; visible to 
Friedrich and to everybody. But Ahat, in such event, Austria 
will join, not with England, but with France: this ;s a second 
circumstance, guessablc by nobody; known only to Kaunitz 
and a select one* Jr two; but which also will greatly complicate 
Friedrich's position, and render his Enigma indeed astonish- 
ingly intricate, as well as stringent for solution 1 

n Valpai, L 390. 
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CHAPTER IL 

i 

BNGLTSH DIPLOMACIES ABROAD^ IK PROSPECT OP A FREKCH 
' WAR, 

BRiTAifirii’ Majesty, I know not at what date, but before 
the launching of that ooor Braddock thunderbolt, much mord 
after the tragic cxpl^ion it (r^de, bad felt that French War 
was nearly inevitable, and also that the French method would 
be, as heretofore, to attack Hanover, and wound him in that 
tender part. There goes on. accordingly, a lively Forei^ Diplo¬ 
matising. on his Majesty’s paft, at present,—in defect, almost 
total, of Domestic Preparation, military and other ;^Majebty 
and Ministers expecting salvation from abroad, as usuaL Mili¬ 
tary preparation docs lag at a shameful rate : but, on the other 
hand, there is a great deal of pondering, really industrious con¬ 
sidering and contriving, about Foreign Allies, and their sulfti- 
dies and engagements. That step, for example, the questionable 
Seizure of the French Ships without Declaration of War. was 
a contrivance by diplomatic Heads (of bad quality): Seize 
their ships/* said some bad Head, after meditating; ‘'put their 
ships in sequestration^ till they do us justice. If they won’t, 
and go to War.—then they arc the Aggressors, not we; and 
our Allies have to send their auxiliary quotas, as per contract 
So the Ships were seized; held in sequestration, ‘ till many of 
the cargoes (being perishable goods, some even fish) rotted.’^ 
And in return, as will be seen, not one auxiliary came to hand: 
so that the diplomatic Head had his rotted cargoes, and much 
public obloquy, for his pains. Not a fortunate stroke of busi¬ 
ness, that 1— 

Britannic Majesty, on Applying at 'S^nna (through Keith, 
Sit or Mn Robert Keith, ikit fifst Excellency of that name, for 
there are two. a father and a son, both yienina Excellencies), . 
was astonished to learn That, in such event of an Aggression, 
even on Hanover, there was no cooperation to be looked for 
here. Altogether cold on that subjeA, her Imperiol Majesty 
seems; regardless oi^Excellency Keith’s remonstrances and 
urgencies; and, in the end, is fl4tly negatory: Canflbt do it, 

»your Excellency: times so perilous, bad King of Prussia so 

I Hut^ <tf Engt^di &C. &c. 
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minatory/'—not to mention, sciio voc€, that we have turned 
on our axis, axxd the wind (thanks to Kaunitz) no longer ^ts us 
on the same cheek as formerly 1 

Cannot ? Will not Britannic Majesty may well stare, 
wide-eyed; remembering such gigantic Subsidisii^s gnd Alcides 
Labours, Dettingens, Fontenoys, on the per-contra side. But 
to stands the fact: •* No help from an {ungrateful Vienna;— 
quick, then, seek elsewhere T* • And Hanbury and the Conti* 
nental British Excellencies have to bestir themselves as they 
never di^. Especially Hanbury; who is directed upon Russia, 
—whom alone of these Excelleofties it is worth while to follow 
for a moment. Russia, on fair subsidy, yielded us a 35,000 
last War (willingly granted, most useful, though wc had no 
dghting out of them, mere terror of them being enough): be¬ 
yond all things, let Hanbury do his best in Russia! 

Hanbury, cheerfully confident, provides himself with the 
requisites, store of bribe-money as the chief;—at Warsaw 
withal, he pick$-up one Poniatowski (airy sentimental coxcomb, 
rather of dissolute habits, handsomest and windiest of young 
Polacks): ‘‘ Good for a Lover to the Grand-Duchess, this one r 
thinks Hanbury. Which proved true, and had its uses for 
HanburyGrand-Duchess and Grand-Duke (Catherine and 
Peter, whom we saw wedded twelve years ago, Heirs-Apparent 
^obhis Russian Chaos) being an abstrusely situated pair of 
Spotises; well capable of something political, in private ways, 
in such a scene of affairs ; and Catherine, who is an extremely 
clever creature, being out of a lover just now. A fine scene for 
the Diplomatist, this Russia at present. Nowhere in the world 
can you do so much with bribery ; quite a standing item, and 
financial necessary-of-life to Offices of the highest rank there, 
as Hanbury well knows.^ That w ^niatowski proved, other¬ 
wise too, a notable sirokc of Hanbury's; and shoMh^ poor 
Polish Coxcomb aloft into tragic altitudes, on the sudden, as 
we all know! ^ • 

H anbury's immense dexterities, and incessant labours at 
Petersburg, shall lie J^idden in the slop-pails : it is enough to 
say, bis guAeas, bis dexterities and auxiliary Poniatowskis did 
prevail; and he triumphantly signed his^Treatf (Petersburg, 
30th Sep^mber), • Subsidy-Trmty for 53,000 men, 15,000 of 
' them cavalry/ not to speak of * 40 to 50 galleys' and the like; 

* Hii Letter* (la JUumer), pauim. 
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* to attack whomsoever Britaonic Majesty bids : annual cost 

* a in|re 500,000/. while on service; 100,000/. while waiting.'^ 

And, what is more, and what our readers are to mark, the 
55,000 begin on the instant to assemble,—along the Livonian 
Frontier or^Lithuantan, looking direct into Preussen. Diligently 
render VO usin>{ there; 55,000 of them, nay gradually 70,000; 
no stinginess in the ^zarina to her Ally of England. A mosC 
triumphant thing, thinks Ham^ry • Could another of you have 
done it? Signed, ready for ratifying, 30th September 1755 
(bad Braddock news not hindering);—and it is ratified 

(this also let readers mark)^ the actual Troops getting on 
march. 

Hanbury's masterpiece, surely; a glorious triumph in the 
circumstances, and a difficult, thinks Hanbury. Had Hanbuiy 
seen the inside of the cards, as readers have, he would not have 
thought it so triumphant. For years past,—especially since 
that * Fundamental maxim, May I4tb-I5tb, 1753,' which Ve 
heard of,—the Czarina's longings bad been fixed. And here 
now,—-scattering money from both hands of it, and wooing us 
with diplomatic finessings,—is the Fulfilment cornel '^Oppor¬ 
tunity" upon Preussen; behold it here. 

The Russian Senate again holds deliberation; declares (on 
the heel of this Hanbury Treaty), ‘in October 1753,'what we 
read above, That its Anti-Prussian intentions are—tnicul^nf 
indeed. And it is the common talk in Petersburg society, 
through Winter, what a dose the ambitious King of Prussia has 
got brewed for him,^ out of Russian indignation and resources, 
miraculously set afloat by English guineas. A triumphant 
Hanbury, for the time being,—though a tragical enough by 
and by t 

^ i 

The triumphant Hanbu^ Treaty hecofpes^ itself j Nothing or 

* lets;—but produces a Friedrich Treaty ^followed by Results 

which surprise Everybody* 

King Friedrich’s outlooks, on this consummation, may well 
serai to him critical The sore longing of an infuri^ed Czarina 
is now let loo|e, and in a condition to fuUH itself I* To Fried¬ 
rich these Petersbutig news are no secret; nor to h%n are the 
Petersburg private intentions \ thing that can be doubted. 

^ Tq AMunr, m 6oa 

* RtiU^nfU (ia CttantmtUe tfofkrkhUn), t 429, Ax. 
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Apart from the Menzel-Weingarten revelations, as we noticed 
once, it appears the Grand-Duke Peter (a great admir^ of 
Friedrich, poor confused soul) had himself thrice-secretly 
warned Friedrich, That the mysterious Combination, 4 lussia 
in the van, would attack him next Spring ;—**no^W^mgarten 
that betrayed our Grand Mystire; from first hand, that was 
done r* said Excellency Peubla, on quitting Berlin not long 
after.^ The Grand Mystery is not Uncertain to Friedrich ; and 
it may well be very formidable,—coupled with^hose Braddock 
explosion^ Seizures of French ships, and English-French War 
imminent, and likely to become a i^neral European one; which 
are the closing prospects of 1755. The French King he reckons 
not to be well disposed to him; their old Treaty of ' twelve 
years' (since 1744) is just about running out. Not friendly, 
the French King, owing to little rubs that have been ; still less 
the pompadourthough who could guess how implacable she 
was at *'not being known {ne la connais posy* \ At Vienna, 
be is well aware, the humour towards him is mere cannibalism 
in refined forms. But most perilous of all, most immediately 
perilous, is the in^lacable Czarina, set afloat upon English 
guineas 1 


With a hope, as is credibly surmised, that the English 
mifgkt soothe or muzzle this implacable Czarina, Friedrich, di¬ 
rectly after Hanbury's feat In Petersburg, applied at London, 
with an Offer which was very tempting there: “Suppose your 
Britannic Majesty would make, with me, an express 'Neutrality 
Convention;' mutual Covenant to keep the German Reich en¬ 
tirely free of this War now threatening to break out ? To attack 
jointly, and sweep home again vjlh vigour, any and every 
Armed Non-German setting foot ongLhe German soilT' An 
offer most welcome to tke Heads of Opposition, the P«tt^and 
others of that Country ; who wish dear Hanover safe enough 
(safe in Davy-Jon^s l^ker, if that would do); but are tired 
of subsidising, and fighting and tumulting, all the world over, 
for that high end. So t^at Friedrich's Proposal is grasped 
at; and aftef a little manipulation^ the thing is actually con¬ 
cluded. 


By no means much manipuktion, both parties being will* 

^ ^ Cogi^no, G 4 MndHuu ihut (SiUrrH^itetun Vtttrans (u cited above), 
i * September xdth, 1756,' PeobU left Berlia (Rbdenbeck, I 096),—three 
ao nt ns ftlUr Weugme&’e 

VOU VII. c 
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ing. There was uncommonly rapid sui^ery of any little diffi¬ 
culties and discrepancies ; rapid closure, instant salutary stitch¬ 
ing-together of that long unhealable Privateer Controversy, as 
the nrtiin item : * 20,000/. allowed to Prussia for Prussian dam- 

* ages ; to England, from the other side, the remainder o{ 
‘ Silesian Debt, painftilly outstanding for two or three years 

* back, is to be pai^-off at once ;*—and in this way such ** 
trality Convention of PrusKc^wiik England" comes forth as a 
Practical Fact«pon mankind. Done at Westminster 16th Jan¬ 
uary 1756. The stepping-stone, as it proved, to a clgser Treaty 
of the same date next Ye^; of which we shall hear a great 
deal. The stepping-stone, in fact, to many large thingsand 
to the ruin of our late “ Russian-Subsidy Treaty'* (Hanbury's 
masterpiece), for one small thing. "That is a Treaty signed, 
sure enough," answer they of St. James's; "and we will be 
handsome about it to her Czarish Majesty ; but as to rattling 
it, in its present form,—of course, never 1" 

What a clap of thunder to Excellency Hanbury; his mas¬ 
terpiece found suddenly a superfluity, an incommodity t .The 
orthodox English course now is, " No foreign soldiers at all to 
be allowed in Germany;" and there are the 55,000 tramping 
on with such alacrity. " Wc cannot ratify that I'reaty, Excel¬ 
lency Hanbury," writes the Majesty's Ministry, in a tone not 
of gratitude: "you must turn it some other way T Atewilik 
blow to Hanbury, who had been expecting gratitude without 
end. And now, try how he might, there was no turning it an¬ 
other way ; this, privately, and this only, being the Ciarina’s 
own way. A Czarina obstinate to a degree ; would not consent, 
even when they made her the liberal offer, ""Keep your 55,000 
at home; don’t attack the King of Prussia with them ; you 
shall have your Sub^id^au the same T " No, I won’t t" ans¬ 
wered t»hc, —to Hanbury's amazementt Hanbury had not read 
*lhe^lVcingartcn-Mcnzel Documents;—what double double of 
toil and trouble might Hanbury have saveft himself^and others, 
could he have read them I 

Hanbury could not, still less could,the Majesty's Ministiy, 
surmise the Czarina’s secret at atf, now or for^ good while 
coming. Afld in fdbt, poor Hanbury, busy as a Di^omatic bee, 
never did more good in Russia, or out of it. By direction of 
the Majesty's Ministry, Htanbury still tried industriously, cash 
in both hands; tried various things : ** Assuage the Czarina’s 
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mind; reconcile her to King Friedrich all in vain. '* Unite 
Austria^ Russia and England, can*t you, then ?~in a Tteaty 
against the Designs of France how very vain 1 Then, at a 
later stage, **Gct us the Czarina to mediate between Prussia 
and Austria*’ (so very possible to sleek them dovAi itito peace, 
thought Majesty’s Ministry):—and unwearied Hanbury, cun« 
ning doquence on his lips, and ^onty both hands, tries 
again, and ever again, for many months. And in the way of 
making ropes from sand, it must be owned there never was 
such twisling and untwisting, as that appointed Hanbury. Who 
in fact broke his heart by it;—aifQ died mad, by his own hand, 
before long.^ Poor soul, after alU—Here are some Russian 
Notices from him (and he has many curious, not pertinent 
here), which are still worth gleaning. 


Pefmhurg^ %d • * “The health of the Empress’* 

(CzJrina Elizabeth, Colin dit Nord^ age now forty-five) “is bad. She 
“ is affected with spitting of blood, shortnet^s of breath, constant 
“ coughing, swelled legs and water on the chest; yet she danced a 
“ minuet with me/’ lucky llanlmry. “There is great fermentation 
“ at Court. Peter*’ (Orand^Duke Peter) “ does not conceal his 
“ enmity to the Schuwolofs” (paramours of Cotin^ old and new); 
“ Catherine” (Grand'Dachess, who at length has an Heir, unbeautiful 
Czar Paul that wiU be, and ^ miscarriages’ not a few) ” is on good 
“ terms with Bestuchef” (corruptiblest brute of a Chancellor ever 
IcnoWn, friend to England by England’s giving him 10.000/., and the 
like trifles, pretty frequently; Friedrich’s enemy, chiefly from defect 
of that operation)—she is “on good terms with Bestuchef. I think 
“ it my duly to inform the King” (great George, who will draw his 
prognostics from it) “of my observations upon her; which I can the 
“ better do, as I often have conversalious with her for hours toge- 
“ ther, as at supper my rank places me always next to her,” twice- 
lucky Hanbury, ^ ^ 

“ Since her coming to this Country, *he lias, by every method in 
“ her power, endeavourea to gain the aflections of the Niliou: 

" applied herself wi^ diligence to study their language; and speaks 
“ it at present, as me Rtssians tell me, in the greatest perfection. 
“ She Im also succeeded in her other aim; for she is esteemed and 
“ beloved here in a high degree. Her person is very advantageous, 
" and her nmnners very ci^tiyatii^. She has great knowledge of 
“ this Empire; and makes it her only study.^ She ^as parts; and 
“ Great*Chtacellor” (brute Bestuchef) “tells me that nobody has 
“ more steadiness and resolution.^ She has, of late, openly declared 
“ heraelf to me in respect of the King^of Prussia/’^ates him a good 


^ Kanbury'a ^ Life* (la Worfu, vol. iii*) givti sad account. 
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deal, natural and formidable enemy of Russia heart certainly 
“ tl^ worst in the world” (and so on ; but will sec better by and by, 
having eyes of her own)*'she never mentions the King of England 
but with the utmost respect and highest r^ard ; is thoroughly sen- 
bii>le of the utility of the union between England and Russia; ^waya 
calls hi^ &^ajest7 the Empress’s best and greatest Ally” (so much 
of nourishment in him withal, as in a certain web-footed ChiefI'Of 
Birds, reckoned chief by som^; **and hopes he will also give hia 
** friendship and protection to\he Grand-Duke and herself.—As for 
the Grand-Duke, he is weak and violent; but his confidence hi the 
Grand-Duchess is so great, that sometimes he tells people, that 
** though he does not understand things himself, his Wife understands 
everything. Should the Empress, as I fear, soon die, the Govern- 
“ ment will quietly devolve on them.”^ 

Catherine’s age is twenty-six gone; her Peter’s twenty-seven: 
one of the cleverest young Ladies in the world, and of the 
stoutest-hearted, clearest-eyed;—yoked to a young Gentleman 
much the reverse. Thank Hanbury for this glimpse of them, 
most intricately-situated Pair; who may concern us a little ia 
the sequel.—And, in justice to poor Hanover, the sad subject- 
matter of Excellency Hanbury's Problems and Futilities in Rus¬ 
sia and elsewhere, let us save this other Fraction by a very 
different hand; and close that Hanbury scene: 

* Friedrich himself was so dangerous* says the Constitutional His¬ 
torian once: ^Friedrich, in alliance with France, how easy iotMri 
‘ to catch Hanover by the throat at a week’s notice, throw a death- 
‘ noose round the throat of poor Hanover, and band the same to France 

* for tightening at discretion! Poor Hanover indeed; she reaps little 

* profit from her English honours : what has she had to do with these 
‘ Transatlantic Colonies of England r An unfortunate Country, jf iht 
‘ English would but think; liable to be strangled at any lime, for 
‘ England’s quarrels; the Acf.incs’-heel to invulnerable Ihjgland; a 

* sad function for Hanoverjtif it be a proud one, and amazingly lucra- 

* tive to some Hanovenans. The County is very dear to his Bi 4 « 
** tantiic Majesty iu one sense, very dear to Britain in another I Way 

* Germany itself, through Hanover, is Ip bet^ tom-up by War for 
‘ Transatlantic interests,—out of which she does not even get good 

* Virginia tobacco, but grows bad of her own. No more concern 
‘ than the Ring of Saturn with these, ov^*sea quamls ; az»i can, 

* through Hanover, be torn to piew by War abour them. Such 
^ honour to glVe a Kkig to the British Nation, in a straitjor one; and 

* such profit coming of itwsy hope all sides are grSteful ior the 

* blessings received (’ ^ 

7 Hanbury's Despatch/October ad, 1755* (Raumer,pp. M 3 -tas); Subsidy Truty 
still ac iu floweritst. 
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TAer^ has been a Counter-Treaty gein§ on at Versailles in the 

Interim ; which hereupon starts outy and tumbles the wholly 

astonished European Dipbmades keels-over-head. 

To expectant mankind, especially to Vienna ai^ Versailles, 
th^ Britannic^Pnissiaii Treaty was a great surprise. And in¬ 
deed it proved the signal of a general System of New Treaties 
all round. The first signal, in fac<f—though by no means the 
first cause,—of a total circumgyratlbn, summerset, or tumble 
heels-over^ead in the Political relations of Europe altogether, 
which ensued thereupon; miracul<^s, almost as the Earthquake 
at Lisbon, to the Gazetteer and Diplomatic mind, and incom¬ 
prehensible for long years after. First signal we say, by no 
means that it was the first cause, or indeed that it was a cause 
at all,—the thing being determined elsewhere long before; ever 
sinc«i753, when Kaunitz left it ready, waiting only its time. 

Kaiser Franz, they say, when (probably during those Keith 
urgencies) the joining with France and turning against poor 
Britannic Majesty was proposed in Council at Vienna, opened 
his usually silent lips; and opined with emphasis against such 
a course, no Kaunitz or creature able to persuade Kaiser Franz 
that good would come of it;—though, finding Sovereign Lady 
and everybody against him, he held his peace again. And re- 
Witffed to his private banking operations, which were more ex¬ 
tensive than ever, from the new troubles rising. ' Lent the 
' Empress-Queen, always on solid securities,' says Friedrich, 

* large sums, from time to timt^ in those Wars; dealt in Com- 
^'missariat stores to right and left; we ourselves had most of 
^ our meal from him this year.*^ Kaiser Franz was, and con¬ 
tinued, of the old way of thinking^ but consummate Kaunitz, 
and the High Lady's fixed passioi# for her Schlesien, had 
changed everybody elA. The ulterior facts are astfo^ows^ 
abbreviated to the uftnost. 

September azef 1755, a few days before Hanbury’s Sub¬ 
sidy-feat at Petersburg, which 4 ook such a whirl for H anbury, 
there had met for th» firy time at Versailles, more especially 
at Babiole, l^leasure-House of the Pompadour, a most Select 
Committe^f Three Persons: Graf von Stftremb^rg, Austrian 
Ambassador; Pompadour hersdf; and a certain infinitely ele¬ 
gant Count and Reverence de Befnis (beautiful Clerico-Mun- 

• (Einftn df FridiriCt iv. S. 
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dane Gentleman^ without right Benefice hitherto,^but much in 
esteem with the Pompadour);—for deepest practical consider* 
atiorf in regard to closure of a French-Austrian Alliance. Re* 
verend ^ount (subsequently Cardinal) de Bernis has sense in 
Diplomacy; has his experiences in Secular Diplomatic mat¬ 
ters ; a sofl-gtring cautious man, not yet officiali but tending that 
way: whom the Pompadour has brought with her as henclt- 
man, or »/;ghostly <^ounsellQ(, in this intricate Adventure. 

Stahremberg, instruct^ from home» has no hesitation; 
nor has Pompadour herself, remembering that insolent 
ne la cottnais pas»" and the per-contra Causin^^* '*Prifh 
c€sse et Sccur —but Bemis; I suppose, looks into the prac¬ 
tical difficulties; which are probably very considerable, to the 
Official French eye, in the present state of Europe and of the 
public mind. From September 23d, or autumnal equinox, 
1755, onward to this Britannic-Prussian phenomenon of Janu¬ 
ary 1756, the Pompadour Conclave has been sitting,—diffi¬ 
culties, no doubt, considerable. I will give only the dates, 
having myself no interest in such a Committee at Babiole ; 
but the dates sufficiently betoken that there were intricacies, 
conflicts between the new and the old. Hitherto the axiom 
always was, Prussia the Adjunct and Satellite of France 
now to be entirely reversed, you say? 

July 3755, that i>» two months before this Babiole Committee Mt*. 
a Due de Nivemois, respectable iulclLigent dilettante French Noble¬ 
man, Lad been nonied as Ambassador to Friedricli, *'Go, you respect¬ 
able %vise Niveniois, Noblemou of Letters so-called; try and retain 
Friedrich for us, as usualAnd now, on mcetmg of the Babiole 
Committee, Nivemois does not go; lingers, saddled and bridled, till 
the very end of the Year; arrives in Berlin January lath, 1756- Has 
his First Audience January 14th: a man highly amiable to Friedrich \ 
but with proposals,—wond<^ut indeed. 

The French, this good while back, ar^ in no doubt about War 
wnth England, a right hearty War; and have always expected to re¬ 
tain Prussia as formerly,—thoug^i rather on singular terms. Some 
time ago, for instance, M. de Rouille, War-Minister, requested Knyp- 
hauftcn, Prussian Knvoy at Paris; “ Suggest to your King’s Majesty 
what plunder there is at Hanover. Peri^KiIyiat liberty to keep it all, 
if he will plunder Hmiover for us !”• Pleasant measag#lo the proud 
King; who nuwcredbwUh the due brevity, to the puri>ort, '^Silenca, 
Sir!* w i th d id a c t i c effccls on ih q^surp ri sed R ou ille. WhS'p ow men iu 
his proposal; though again in a remarkable way. Instructs NivemoU, 

S (JLuvrtt d 4 Fr^dfru, iv. 99. 
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namely, ^^TotflTer King Friedrich the Island of Tobago, ifhewU 
renew Treatji and take arms for us. Island of Tobago (a deserted, 
Htigated, but pretty Island, were it ever ours), will not that eAtice 
this King, intent on Commerce?’ Friedrich, who likes Niveniois 
and his polite ways, answers qni/zingly: “ Island of Tobago?^ island 
of Barataria your Lordship must be meaning ; Island o^wl^ch i can¬ 
not be the Sancho Panza And Nivemois found he must not 
mfetion Tobago again. 

For the rest, Friedrich made i^^ccret of his English Treaty; 
showed it with all frankness to Nivemois, in all points: ‘‘Is (here, 
can the most captious allege that there is, anything against France 
in it? Mp one wUh and aim, that of Peace for myself: judge)’’ 
Nivemois stayed till March; but seems to have had, of dednite, only 
Tobago and good words; 50 (hat nothing farther came uf him, and 
there was no liencwal of Treaty then or after. Thus, iit his third 
month (March 1756), practical Nivemois was recalled, without re¬ 
sultinstead of whom fat Valor! was scut; privately intending 
do nothing but observe, in Berlin.’’ From all which, wc infer that 
the Babiolc Committee now saw land ; and that UcrnLs himself had 
decided in the affirmative: ‘^Austria, not Prussia; yes, Madame I” 
To the joy of Madame and ev^ybody. For, it is incredible, say all 
witnesses, what indignation broke-out in Paris when Friedrich made 
this new defection,” so they termed it; revolt from bis Liege l.ord 
(who had been so exemplary to him on former occasions)), and would 
not bite at Tobago when offered. So that the Babiolc Committee 
went on, henceforlb, avith flowing sea; and by May-day May 
1756) brought out its French-Au^^trian Treaty in a completed .stale. 
•'ITf stand by one another,’ like Castor and Pollux, in a manner; 
^14,000, reciprocally, to be ready on demand;’ nay ] lliinl; some- 
thiug of 'subsidies’ withal,—/o Austria, of course. But the particu¬ 
lars are not worth giving; the Performance, thanks to a zealous 
Pompadour, having quite outrun the Stipulation, and left it practi¬ 
cally out of sight, when the push came. Our Consiliutiona! IILlo- 
rion may shadow the rest: 

* France and England going to ^^•.r in these sad circumstances, 

* and France and Austria being privately preparetP (by Kaunilz and 
others) ' to swear everlaftng friexuUhip on the occa';ioii, imsl^^d of 
‘ everlasting enmity heretofore; unexpected changes, ndraculous 

* to the Gazetteers, wcaime inevitable;—nothing les^, in short, than 

* explosion or topsy-turvying of the old Dipioirmtic-PoHiical Scheme 
‘ of Europe. Old l>ance of the Constellations flung hccls-ovov-hcad 
' on the sud<^'n; and ftuclf pirouetting, ji^ng, i>cUing, before they 
‘ could change partners, and coutinuc their august dance again, 

* whether ii^War or Peace. No end to the indEstrious^ondcr of the 

* Gazetteer mind, to the dark diflltultics of the Diploraaiic. What 
' baffiags, agonistic shufflings, impotci*iit garings into the dark; what 

» (Sttvrtt Fr^/Urie, iv, 31. 
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' seductive fiddlmg, and being fiddled to 1 A most Sid function of 
' Humanity^ if sometimes an inevitable one; which ought surely at 

* all^times to be got over os bnefly as possible. To be vrritten of, 

* espedally, with a maximum of brevity; human nature being justly 

* impatKmt of talk about it, beyond the strictly needfuL’ 

* Mo3t»tri;e it is, and was most miraculous, though now 
quite forgotten again, Political Europe had to make a 
plete whirl-round oi. that occasion. And not in a day, and 
merely saying to itself, Ine do summerset!'* as idle read¬ 
ers suppose,—but with long months of agonistic shuffle and 
struggle in all places, and such Diplomatic fiddling ^nd being 
fiddled to, as seldom was before. Of which, these two in¬ 
stances, the Bernis and the H anbury, are to serve as speci¬ 
men ; two and no more: a universe of extinct fiddling com¬ 
pressed into two nutshells, if readers have an ear* 

CHAPTER IIL 

PKENCH-ENGLISH WAR BREAKS OUT* 

The French, in reality a good deal astonished at the Prus- 
sian-Britannic Treaty, averted to take it easy: '^Treaty for 
Neutrality of Germany?" said they; **Very good "indeed. Per¬ 
haps there are places nearer us, where our troops can be em¬ 
ployed to more advantage!**^—hinting vocally, as hence^g^ 
their silent procedures, their diligence in the dockyards, mov¬ 
ing of troops coastward and the like, still more clearly did, 
That an Invasion of England itself was the thing next to be 
expected. 

England and France are, by this time, alike fiercely de¬ 
termined on War; but their states of preparation are very dif¬ 
ferent. The French h^e*War-ships again, not to mention 
Armies,which they always have; som skilful Admirals withal, 
—Ll Gallisonni^re, our old Canada friend, is one, very busy 
at present;—and mean to try seriously ^ Question of Sea- 
Supremacy once more. If an Invasion did chance to land, 
the state of England would be found handy beyond hope! 
How many fighting regiments England has, I eieed not in¬ 
quire, nor vath what strategic virtue they would go to work; 
-—-enough to mention the singiilar fact (recently true, and still, 
I perceive, too like the truth), That of all their regiments, 

* Thoir ' DecUntioa* oo it (Adelu&g, vu. 6(3). 
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^ only Three^are in this Country/ or have Colonels even 
nominated. Incredible; but certain. And the interesting 
point isi his Grace of Newcastle dare not have Colonels.%till 
less higher Officers nominated; because Royal Highaess of 
Cumberland would have the naming of them, an^ they would 
be enemies to his Grace.^ In such posture stands the Envy 
oPsurrounding Nations at this moment. ^ 

Hire Hessians,” cry they; i'Jiire Hanoverians; if France 
land on us, we are undone!”—and continue their Parliamentary 
Eloquences in a most distressful manner. Apply to the Dutch, 
at any rate, for their 6,000 as pgr Treaty,” cries everybody. 
Which is done. But the Dutch piteously wring their hands: 
^^Dare not, your Majesty; how dare we, for France and our 
neglected Barrier I Ob, generous Majesty, excuse us I”—and 
the generous Majesty has to do it; and leave the Dutch in 
peace, this time. Hessians. Hanoverians, after eloquence 
enough, are at last got sent for, to guard us against this terri¬ 
ble Invasion: about 10,000 of each kind; and do land,—the 
native populations very sulky on them(‘*We won’t billet you, 
not we; build huts, and be —with much Parliamentary and 
Newspaper Commcnta^ going on, of a distressful nature. 'Sa- 

* turday 15th May 1756, Hessians disembark at Southampton; 

' obliged to pitch Camp in the neighbourhood: Friday 21st 
V Mfty, the Hanoverians, at Chatham, who hut themselves Can- 

* terbury way;’—and have (what is the sum-total of their 
achievements in this Country) a case of shoplifting, * pocket- 
handkerchief, across the counter, in open day;’ one case (or 
what seemed to be one, but was not) ** and the fellow not to 
be tried by us for it 1” which enrages the constitutional heart. 
Alas, my heavy-laden constitutioi^ heart; but what can we 
do? These drilled louts will guard it, should this terrible In¬ 
vasion land. And indaid, about three weeks J^ore th^e louts 
arrived, the terribl^nvasion had declared itself to have'been 
altogether a feint; ^nd«bad lifted anchor, quite in the oppo¬ 
site direction, on an errand we shall hear of soon { 

About the same 4 ate, I observe * the first regiment of Foot- 

* guards pr^tising the Pi^sian drill-exercise in Hyde Park;' 

* Walpole,/A# u. tp (date, 'March asth, 1755^' and how long 

sfter, U not aA: uit aee Speeches, ^ all tiirough 17^6, and &rther)> 

* 'At Maidstone, 23tb Septemoer 1756^ nanoveriao soldier, purchasing a hand- 
kerehiet Lmaginei he has purchased two (not dipt asunder), haberdasher and he 
having no language in common: CtntUmmCt MaSium* for <756, pp. esc, 448, &c.; 
Wa)^. 
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and hope his Grace of Newcastle and the Her6 cf Culloden 
(immortal HerOi and aiming high in Politics at this time) will, 
at ifest, have fallen upon some method of getting Colonels 
nominq^ed. But the wide-weUering chaos of platitudes, agi¬ 
tated by hysterical imbecilities, regulating England in this 
^ great crisis, tills the constitutional mind with sorrow; and in- 
1 deed is definable, once more, as amaringl England is^ 
stubborn Country; tut it by procedures of the Cum- 

berland-NewcasUe kind that England, and her Colonics, and 
Sea-and-Land Kingdoms, was built together; nor by these, 
except miracle intervene, that she can stand lonf against 
stress I Looking at the dism£ matter from this distance, there 
is visible to me in the foggy heart of it one lucent element, and 
pretty much one only; the individual named William Pitt, as 
I have read him: if by miracle that royal soul could, even for 
a time, get to something of Kingship there? Courage; mira¬ 
cles do happen, let us hope!—This is whitherward the g^nd 
Invasion had gone; 

7 ciUen^ xcith April 1756. La Gallisonni^re, our old Canadian 
friend, a crooked little man of great faculty, who has been busy in 
the dockyards lately. weigJts anchor from Toulon; 'la sail of the line, 
5 frigates and above 100 transport-ships;’ >rith the grand Invasion-of- 
England Armament 011 lioard : 16,000 picked troops, complete in all 
points, Marcchal ]>uc de Richelieu commanding.* Weighs anchor; 
and, singular to see, steers not for England, and the Hessian-liantjfct 
Defenders (who would have been in such excellent time); but direct 
for Minorca, as the surer thing I Will seize Minorca; a so-caiied in¬ 
expugnable Possession of the English,—Key of their MedHerranean 
Supremaciesreally inexpugnable enough; but which lies in the 
usual dilapidated stale, though by chance with a comageous old 
Governor in it, who will not surrender quite at once. 

April sZl/iy J>a UalUsoniii^re disembarks his Richelieu with a 
Sixteen Thousand, unoppoAl at Port-Mahon, or Fort St. Philip, in 
Minorca > who instantly commences Siege^ltcre. To the ostonish- 
i&ent of England and his Grace of Newcastle who, except old Go¬ 
vernor Blakeney, mucli in dilapidation (‘a^oodlfci platforms rotten,’ 
‘batteries out of repair/ and so on), have nothing ready for Richelieu 
in that quarter. The story of Minorca; and the furious humours and 
tragic consummations that arose on it, bewg well kgown. we trill 
give the dates only* 

Fori St. PfdUfy April i%th—May totk. For a raonl^ Richelieu, 
skilful in tickling the French trovps. has been besieging, in a high 
and grandiose way; La Gallisenniire vigilantly cruising; dd Blake- 

* Adduog, vuL 7o» 
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nej, in spite of^e rottesi pletfonns, vigorously holding out; \vbcn,«^ 
May 19th, La Gtllisoimlere descries an £ngli^ fleet in the tlistauce; 
indisputaMy an Ei^lish fleet; and clears his decks for a scrioussAf¬ 
fair just coming. Thursday %oih May^ Admiral liyng accordingly 
(for it is he, son of that old seaworthy Byng, who once out’* 

a minatory Spanish Fleet and **an absurd Flame in the 

Straits of Messina, and was made Lord Torrington in consequence,—^ 


happily now deadAdmiral Byng does come on; and gains himself 
a name badly memorable ever since, tacks Gallisonniire, in n 
wide*lying, Unguid, hovering, nocer&m manner Far too weak,’* 
he says; ^'much disprovided, destitute, by blame of Ministry and of 
everybody’’^though about the strength of La Gallisonniere, after all); 
—b almost rather beaten by La Galli%)nniire; does not, in the least, 
beat him to the right degreeand sheers off, in the night-time, 
straight for Cibrollar again. To La Gollisonni^rc’s surprise, it i$ said; 
no doubt to old Blakeney and hb poor Garrison’s, left so, to their 


rotten platforms and their own shifts. 


Blakeney and Garrison stood to their guns in a manful manner, 
for above a month longer; day after day, week after week, looking 
over the horizon for some Byng or some relief appearing, to no pur¬ 
pose! \Afh^ there are three available breaches; the walls, how¬ 

ever, are very sheer (a Fortress hewn in the rock): Richulicu scanning 
them dubiouriy, and battering his best, for about a forluight more, is 
ineffectual on Blakeney. 

June Kicbelieu, taking hb measures well, tickling French 
honour well, has determined on storm. Richelieu, giving order of the 
day, ‘‘Whosoever of you is found drunk shall noi be of the storm- 
parf^’ (which produced such a teetotal ism as nothing else had done), 
—storms, that night, with extreme audacity. l‘hc Place has to capi¬ 
tulate: glorious victory: honourable defence: and Minorca gone. 


And England is risen to a mere smoky whirlwind, of rage, sorrow 
and darkness, against Byng and others. Smoky darkness, getting 
streaked with dangerous Are. “Tried?” said his Grace of Newcastle 
to the City Deputation: “Oh indeed >e shall be tried immediately; 
he shall be banged directly 1 ”—assure yourselves of that.* And 
Byng’s efBgy was burnt A 1 over England. And mobs attempt to 
bum his Seat and Puh; and satires and caricatures and firebrands 
are coming out: an« thw> poor Constitutional Country U bent on 
applying surgery, if it but knew how. Surgery to such indisput¬ 
able abominations was certainly desirable. The iie%v Relief Squad¬ 
ron, which h^ been dl^toh^ by Majesty’s Ministr}’, was too late 
for Blakeney, nut did bring home a superseded Byng. 

Sfitkead^Tuesday July^ The sui^erscSed Byffg arrives; is 
punctually arrested, on arriving: %Him we will hong directly:—is 

^ Wftlpole, u. »3i: Deulb of the Siege, ib. ^16^95; ia GentUmans MagAaint^ 
aiW. esd, 319-313, 3sS; in Adeluaa, viiL: &c 
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there anything else we can tiy’ (except^ perhaps^ it hanging of 
ourselves, and our hne method of procedure), way of remedying 
you War against France, now a pretty plain thing, had been 
* declared,’’ 17th May (French counter'd edaring, 9th June): and, nn« 
der a Dhke of Newcastle and a Hero of Culloden, sot even pulling 
one way, b'lt 4 wo ways; and a Talking*Apparatus full of discoids at 
this time, and pulling who shall say how many ways,—the pro* 
specls of carrying-on said War are none of the best. Lord Louddh, 
a General without skifi, and cc^manding, as Pitt declares, ** a scroll 
of Paper hitherto” (a good few thousands marked on it, and perhaps 
their Colonels even named), is about goiug for America; by no means 
yet gone, a long way from gone: and, if the Laws of Nattre be sus* 
pended—Enough of all that! t 

Fri^icHs Enigma gets more and more stringent. 

Friedrich's situation, in those fatefully questionable months, 
and for many past (especially from January 16th to July),— 
readers must imagine it, for there is no description possible. 
In many intricacies Friedrich has been ; but never, I reckon, 
in any equal to this. Himself certain what the Two Imperial 
Women have vowed against him; self and Winterfcld certain 
of that sad truth; and all other mortals ready to deny it, and 
fly delirious on hint of it, should he venture to act in conse¬ 
quence! Friedrich's situation is not unimaginable, when (as 
can DOW be done by candid inquirers who will take trouMf^ 
enough) the one or two internal facts of it are disengaged 
from the roaring ocean of clamorous delusions which then en¬ 
veloped them to everybody, and are held steadily in view, said 
ocean being well run-off to the l*ome of it very deep under¬ 
ground. Lies do fall silent; truth waits to be recognised, not 
always in vain. No reader ever will conceive the strangling 
perplexity of that situati^ now so remote and extinct to us. 
All I cap do is. to set*down what feat^^res of it have become 
indisputable; and leave them as detacl^ traceries, as frac¬ 
tions of an outline, to coalesce into sotietimig of image where 
they can. 

Winterfeld's opinion was, for some time past, distinct: 
« Attack them; since it is certain thSy omy wait teattack usT 
But Friedrich would by no means listen to that. ** We must 
not be the aggressor, my fri^d; that would spoft all. Per¬ 
haps the English will pacify the Russian Catin for me; tie 
her, with packthreads, bribes and intrigues, from stirring? 
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Wait, watch ^ Fiery Winterfeld, who hates the French, who 
despises the Austrians, and thinks the Prussian Army a^con* 
siderable Fact in Politics, has great schemes: far too great 
for a practical Friedrich. Plunge into the Austrians* with a 
will; Prussian Soldiery,—can Austrians resist it?^ Ruin them, 
since they are bent on ruining us. Stirrup the Hungarian Pro* 
tAtants; try all things. Home upon our implacable enemies, 
sword drawn, scabbard dung awayl And the French,—what 
arc the French? Our King should be Kaiser of Teutschland; 
and he can, and he may:—the French would then be quieter!" 
These things Winterfeld carried^in his head; and comrades 
have heard them from him over wine.® To all which Fried¬ 
rich, if any whisper of them ever got to Friedrich, would answer 
one can guess how. 

It is evident, Friedrich had not given-up his hope (indeed, 
for above a year more, he never did) that England might, by 
profuse bribery,—'^such the power of bribery in that mad 
Court t"-—assuage, over net with backstairs packthreads, or in 
some way compesce the Russian delirium for him. And Eng¬ 
land, his sole Ally in the world, still tender of Austria, and 
unable to believe what the full intentions of Austria are; 
England demands much wariness in his procedures towards 
Austria; reiterating always, *‘Wait, your Majesty 1 Oh, be- 

r*— 

His own Army, we need not say, is in perfect preparation. 
The Army,—let us guess, 150,000 regular, or near 200,000 
of all arms and kinds, never was so perfect before or since. 
Old Captains in it, whom we used to know, are grayer and 
wiser; young, whom we heard less of, are grown veterans of 
trust. Schwerin, much a Cincini^tus since we last saw him, 
has laid down his plough again, a fefvid ^'little Marlborough" 
of seventy-two;—and frill never see that beautiful Sohwerins- 
burg, and its thrivi|(g woods and farm-fields, any more. UglV 
Walrave is not now eWef Engineer; one Balbz, a much pret¬ 
tier mao, is. Ugly Walrave (Winterfeld suspecting and watch¬ 
ing him) was found^ut^ convicted of * falsified accounts,* of 
* sending pl&ns to the Enemy,' of who knows all what;—and 
sits in M^deburg (in a thrice-safe prison*ceU ofshis own con¬ 
triving), prisoner for life.^ The Old Dessauer is away, long 

* R«Uow,L 43, &c. 1 Archenhotti (I. S)«mnU vaguely ' 26^000' at thU da(e. 

* ' ArrettM at Potadain lath February 174S, asd i-hir tnal pul into the at 
'liagdebuig; lat ihereUllhedia^iv. 
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since; and not the Old alone. Dietrich of Dessau is now 
*G(iardiaQ to his Nephew/ who is a Child left Heir there. 
Death has been busy with the Dessauers-but here is Prince 
Morits» 'the youngest, more like his Father than any of them/ 
Duke Fe*’dxiand of Brunswick, Moritz of Dessau, Keith, Duke 
of Brunswick-Bevern: no one of these people has been idle^in 
the ten years past.c Least of all. has the Chief Captain of them, 
—whose diligence and vigilkuce in that sphere, latterly, were 
not likely to decline 1 

Friedrich’s Army is in the perfection of order.» Ready at 
the hour, for many months br.ck; but the least motion he makes 
with it is a subject of Jealousy. Last year, on those Russian 
advancings and alacrities, he had marched some Regiments 
into Pommem, within reach of Preussen, should the Russians 
actually try a stroke there: ''Seet”cried all the world; ''SeeT 
cried the enlightened Russian Public. This year 2756,/rom 
June onwards and earlier, there are still more fatal symptoms, 
on the Austrian side : great and evident War-preparations; 
Magazines forming; Camps in Bohemia, Moravia; Camp at 
Konigsgralz, Camp at Prag,—handy for the .Silesian Border. 
Friedrich knows they have deliberated on their Pretext for a 
War, and have fixed on what will do,—some new small Prus- 
sian-Mecklenburg brabble, which there has lately been; paltry 
enough recruiting-quarrel, such as often arc (and has 
settled mutually some time ago, this one, but is capable of 
being ripped-up again);—and that, on this cobweb of a Pre¬ 
text, they mean to draw sword when they like. Russia too 
has its Pretext ready. And if Friedrich hint of stirring, Eng¬ 
land whispers hoarse, England and other friends, “Wait, your 
Majesty! Oh, beware!” To keep one’s sword at its sharpest, 
and, with an easy patiefit air, one’s ews vigilantly open: this 
Js n^arJ/ all that Friedrich can do, iii neighbourhood of such 
portentous immincncies. He has many\jitics; near and far; 
—for instance: , * 

Berlin^ ^uly 1756, Excellency Valori writes to Versailles! 

• • ‘to give you account of a Conwmatton I havjhad, a day or 

• two ago, with the Prince of Prussia’ (August Willwlm, H«r-Ap- 
parent), ‘who honoiHrs me with a particular cotifiden^,’^—and who 
appears to be, privately, like sotm others, very strong in the Opposi¬ 
tion view. ' lie talk^ to 190 of the present condition of the King 

• his Brother, of his Brother’s appreheoaions, of his military artange- 

• mentSf of the little trust placed in him by neighbours, of their 
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* hosUie humour tow&rds Mm, and of many other things which this 

* good Prince* (little understanding them, as would appear, ojj the 
dangerous secret that lay under them) ‘did not a])provc of. The 

* Prince then said,*—listen to what the Prince of Pru^sLa^ said to 
Valori, one of the last days of July 1756,— 

** There is an Anecdote which continually recurs fb fhe, fn the 
‘‘passes we are got to at present. Putting the case we might be 
‘‘ attacked by Russia, and perhaps by Austria, the late Rothenburg 
was sent’* (as readers know), onsthe King’s part, to Milord Tyr- 
connel, to know of him what, in such case, were the helps he might 
** reckon on from France. Milord enumerated the various helps; and 
then adSed” (being a blusterous Iiishman, sent hither for his ill 
tongue): ‘ Helps enough, you obArve, Monsieur; but, morbleu, if 

** you deceive us, you will be squelched (vous icrnicrash ')!’ The King 
“ my Brother was angry enough at hearing such a speech : hul, my 
** dear Marquis,” and the Prince turned full upon me with a face of 

* inquiry, “Canthe thing actually come true? Au<l do you think it 
“ can the interest of your Master” (and Ms Scarlet ^Yolnan) “to 

abandon us to the fury of our enemies? Ah, tliat cursed Conven* 
“ tiou” (Neutrality^Convcnlion with England)! “I would give a 
“ filler from my hand that it hoA never been concluded. I never ap- 
proved of it; ask the Due de Kivemois, he knows what wc said of 
** it together. But how return on our stejns? Who would now tru.st 
“ us?” This Prince appeared ‘to be much alTectcd by the King his 
‘ Brother’s situation* (of which he understood as good as notlung], 
‘and agreed that he,’ the King his Brother, ‘had well deserved it.** 

^ ^hls is not the first example, nor the la^t, of August Wilhe 1 m*s 
owning a heedless, goodnatured tongue; considerably prone to take 
the Opposllion side, on light grounds. For which if lie found a kind of 
solaccmenl and fame in some drclct, it was surely at a dear rate I To 
•his Brother, tliat bad habit would, ino>t likely, be known; and his 
Brother, I suppose, did not speak of it at all; such Ids Jlrotlicris custom 
in cases of the kind.—Judicious Valori, by way of answer, dilated on 
the peculiar esteem of his Majesty Loi^s XV. for the Prussian Majesty, 
—‘ so as my InstnicUons direct me to do ♦and we hearno more of the 
Prince of Prussia’s talk, ^ this time; but shall in future ;^and may 
conj^ture a great dea^bout the atmosphere Friedrich had now^o Ji«e 
in. A Friedrich ujlSej^oing, privately, a great deal of criticism : 
“ Mad tendency to war; lost of conquest; contempt for his neigh- 
booTS, for the opinion of the world;—no end of irrational tend> 
endes from persons^o v^om tiit secret of his Problem is deeply 
unknown. • 

One Mwe thing the English have done*: sent Sn Excellency 
Mitchell, a man of loyalty, offense and honesty, to be their 
Re$idextt at Berlin* This is the noteworthy, not yet much noted, 
* Valori, U. SeeValor^ il t84*i5S ('July a^th^August oist’}. 
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Sir Andrew Mitchell; by far the best Excellency'England ever 
bad^in that Court An Aberdeen Scotchman, creditable to his 
Country: hard*hcaded, sagacious; sceptical of shows; but cap* 
able o&recognising substances withal, and of standing loyal to 
them, stubbq^rnly if needful; who grew to a great mutual regard 
with Friedrich, and well deserved to do so ; constantly about 
him, during the next seven years ; and whose Letters s&e 
among the perennially valuaM^ Documents on Friedrich's His* 
tory.^i 

Mitchell is in Berlin since June loth. Mitchell, who is on 
the scene itself, and looking ;nto Friedrich with his own eyes, 
finds the reiterating of that ** Beware, your Majesty 1 " which 
had been his chief task hitherto, a more and more questionable 
thing ; and suggests to him at last: ** Plainly her Hun* 
garian Majesty, What is your meaning by those Bohemian Camp¬ 
ings Pshaw,” answers Friedrich : •' Nothing but some am¬ 
biguous answer, perhaps with insult in it t”—nevertheless thinks 
better; and determines to do 

CHAPTER IV. 

FRIEDRICH PUTS A QUESTION AT VIENNA, TWICE OVER. 

July i8th, 1756, Friedrich dispatches an Express to Graf 
von Klinggraf, his Resident at Vienna (an experienced ihadl 
whom we have seen before in old Carteret, ^‘Conference-of- 
Hanau” times), To demand audience of the Empress ; and, in 
the fittest terms, friendly and courteous, brief and clear, to put 
that question of Mitchell’s suggesting. ** Those unwonted Arma¬ 
ments, Camps in Bohmen, Camps in Mahren, and military 
movements and preparatbni^,** Klinggraf is to say, ‘^have caused 
anxiety in her Majesty’s peaceable Neighbour of Prussia ; who 
desires id ways to continue in peace ; and who requests hereby 
a word of assurance from her Majesty. tR* these his anxieties 
are groimdless.”* Friedrich himself hopes little or nothing from 
this ; but he has done it to satisfy people about him, and put 
an end to all scrujdes in himself and otlf<^rs. Th^^swer may 
be expected in ten or twelve days. 

u Hamlly secured in the Erttish K^*tseum: and now in the mSit i^rfect ordet 
fof eonso%is (chasks to Sir P. Madden ' and three*yeart labour* well invettedi 
should cartalniy, and wiB oao day, bo road to the bottom, aad clearod of mir 
derkoetsof. extrinsic and intrumc (which are conciderablo), br somebody conp^ 
tent. ^ Miioheil Papers. 
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An<t aboat the same timCp—likely enough, directly after, 
though there is no date given, to a fact which is cunousiand 
authentic,—Friedrich sent for two of his chief Generals, to 
Potsdam, for a secret Conference with Winter fold arft^l him. 
The Generals are, old Schwerin and General Kolzoiv Senior, 
-Major-General Retrow, whom we used to hear of in the Sile¬ 
sian Wars,—and whose Son reports on this occasion. Con¬ 
ference is on this Imminency of*War, and as to what shall be 
done in it. Friedrich explains in general terms his dangers 
from Aus^ia and Russia, his certainty that Austria will attack 
him; and asks, Were it, or were^t not, better to attack Aus¬ 
tria, as is our Prussian principle in such case ? Schwerin 
and Retzow,—Schwerin first, as the eldest; and after him Rcl- 
20W, * who privately has charge from the Prussian Princes to 
do it,'—opine strongly: That indications are uncertain, that 
much seems, inevitable which docs not come; that in a time 
of such tumultuous whirlings and unexpected changes, the true 
rule is, Watch well, and wait 

After enough of this, with Winterfeld looking dissent but 
saying almost nothing, Friedrich gives sign to Winterfeld ;— 
who spreads out, in their lucidest prearranged order, the prin¬ 
cipal MenzeUWeingarten Documents ; and bids the two Mili¬ 
tary Gentlemen read. They read; with astonishment, are forced 
fb IftiUcve ; stand gazing at one another ; ^^nd do now take a 
changed tone« Schwerin, * after a silence oi everybody for some 
‘minutes,*—'bursts-out like one inspired: “If War is to be 
“ and must be, let us start tomorrow; seize Saxony at once ; 
“ and in that rich corny Country form Magazines for our Oper- 
“ ations on Bohemia 

That is privately Friedrich’s dvn full intention. Saxony, 
with its Elbe River as Highway, is his indispensable prelimin¬ 
ary for Bohemia: and Re will not, a second time, as did ii^ 
! 744 with such leave it in an <^;rsecured condition. 

Adieu then, Messieurs ; silent: au revoir^ which may be soon ! 
Retzow Junior, a rational, sincere, but rather pipeclayed man, 
who is whol^ to be imste^ on this Conference, with his Father 
for authority, has some touches of commentary on it, which 
indicate (dite being 1802) that till the end of Ms life, or of 
Prince Henri his Patron’s, there Remained always in some heads 
a douU as to Friedrich’s wisdom* in regard to starting the 

1 IUu9w, 
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Seven-Years War, and to Schwerin’s entire sincerity in that 
ins{)ired speech. And still more curious, iliat there was always, 
at I'otsdam as elscnvherc, a Majesty’s Opposition Party; pri- 
vatel)«intent to look at the wrong side ; and doing it diligently, 
—thougli wth lips strictly dosed for most part; without words, 
except wcll-weighcd and to the wise: which is an excellent ar¬ 
rangement, for a ^^ajesty and Majesty’s Opposition, where feas¬ 
ible in the world I— « • 

From Retzow I learn farther, that Winterfeld, directly on 
the back of this Conference, took a Tour to the Bohemian Baths, 
^*To Karlsbad, or TbplitZj.for one’s health;*' ana wandered 
about a good deal in those Frontier Mountains of Bohemia, 
taking notes, taking sketches (not with a picturesque view); 
and returned by the Saxon Pirna Country, a strange stony laby¬ 
rinth, which he guessed might possibly be interesting soon. 
The Saxon Commandant of the Konigstein, lofty Fortress of 
those parts, strongest in Saxony, was of Winterfdd's acquaint¬ 
ance : Winterfeld called on this Commandant; fouud his Konig- 
stein too high for cannonading those neighbourhoods, but that 
there was at the base of it a new Work going on; and that the 
baxons wore, though languidly, endeavouring to bestir them¬ 
selves in matters military. Their entire Army at present is 
under 20,000 ; but, in the course of next W^inter, they expect 
to have it 40,000. Shall be of that force, against Season ryjy. 
No doubt Wintcrfeld's gatherings and communications had 
their uses at Potsdam, on his getting home from this Tour to 
Tdplitz. 

Meanwhile Klinggraf has had his Audience at Vienna; and 
has sped as ill as could ha>o been expected. The Answer given 
was of supercilious brevity; evasive, in effect null, and as good 
as answering, That there is no answer. Two Accounts we have, 
as Friedrich successively had them, o^^his famed passage: 
firsts Klinggraf's own, which is clear, rapid, and stands by the 
essential; second^ an account from the other side of the scenes, 
furnished by Menzel of Dresden, for Eriedrjeh’s behoof and 
ours; which curiously illustrates the foregoing,^nd confirms 
the interprOvation Friedrich at once made of it. Jhis is Men- 
zel’s..account; in other word^ the Saxon Envoy at Vienna's, 
stolen by Menzel. ' 

July 26tb, it appears, Klinggr^,—having applied to KauniU 
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the day beforei who noticed a certain flurry in him, and had 
answered carelessly, Audience? Yes, of course ; nay I Im 
this moment going to the Empress: only you must tell me 
about what ?’*—was admitted to the Imperial Presence, first 
of many that were waiting. Imperial Presence held fh fts hand 
a snip of Paper, carefully composed by Kaunitz from the data, 
an^ read these words: bedenklichen V^tstdnde^ The ques- 

tionnble circumstances of the nflie have moved me to con- 
sider as indispensably necessary those measures which, for my 
** own secu^ty and for defence of my Allies, I am taking, and 
** which otherwise do not tend the 4 east towards injury of any* 
" bodywhatsoever and adding no syllable more, gave a sign 
with her hand, intimating to Klinggraf that the Interview was 
done. KlinggrUf strode through the Antechamber,' visibly as* 
tonished/ say onlookers, at such an Answer had. Answer, in 
fact, ** That there is no answer,’* and the door flung in your 
face 

Friedrich, on arrival of report from Klinggriif, and without 
waiting for the Menzel side of the scenes, secs that the thing 
is settled. Writes again, however (August 2d, probably the 
day after, or the same day, Klinggraf’s Despatch reached him ); 
instructing Klinggraf To request “ a less oracular response 
and specially, ** If her Imperial Majesty (Austria and Russia 
be^gTas is understood, in active League against him) will say, 
That Austria will not attack him this year or the next ?'* 
Drawmp memorial of that, Monsieur Klinggraf; and send us 
the supercilious No-Answer: till which arrive we do not cross 
the Frontier,—but arc already everywhere on march to it, in 
an industrious, cunningly devised, evident and yet impenetrably 
mysterious manner. 

Excellency Valori nejer saw such activity of pre¬ 

paration: such Artillery, ‘2,000 big pieces in the Park nc^;’ 
Regiments, Wagon-trrffts^ getting under way everywhere, no 
man can guess whitherward ; ‘ drawn-up in the Squaa*c here, 
they know not by what Gate they are to march.’ By three 
different Gate^I shoul® think;—mysteriously, in Three Direc¬ 
tions, known only to King Friedrich and his Adjuta^t-General, 
all these Regiments in Berlin and elsewhere are on march. 
Towards Halle (Leipzig way); t<^ard$ Brietzen (Wittenberg 
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and Torgau way); towards Bautzen neighbour&oodp—towards 
Three settled Points of the Saxon Frontier; will step across 
the instant the supercilious No-Answer comes to hand. Are to 
converge about Dresden and the Saxon Switzerland ;—about 
65,000 strong, equipped as no Army before or since has been; 
—and take what luck there may be. 

Briihl and Po^^sh Majesty's Army, still only about 18,600, 
have their apprehensions drsucb visit: but what can they do ? 
The Saxon Army draws-out into Camp, at sight of this mys¬ 
terious marching; strong Camp ' in the angle pf Elbe and 
Mulde Rivers —then drav’s-in again ; being too weak for use. 
And is thinking, Mcntel informs us, to take post in the stony 
labyrinthic Pima Country: such the advice an Excellency 
Broglio has givenFrench Excellency, now in Dresden; 
Mar^chal de Broglio's Son, and of little less explosive nature 
than his Father was. Bnihl and Polish Majesty, guessing that 
the hour is come, are infinitely interested. Interested, not flur¬ 
ried. ** Austrian-Russian Anti-Prussian Covenant 1" say Briihl 
and Majesty, rather comfortably to themselves: ‘*We never 
signed it. never would sign anything; what have we to 
do with it ? Courage; steady; To Pima, if they come! Are 
not Excellency Broglio, and France, and Austria, and the whole 
world at our back ?*’ 

’ - 

It was hill three weeks before Klinggr^s Message of Ans¬ 
wer could arrive at Berlin. Of Friedrich in the interim, launch¬ 
ing such a world-adventure, himself silent, in the midst of a 
buzzing Berlin, take these indications, which are luminous 
enough. Duke Ferdinand of Brunswick is to head one of the 
Three ‘‘ Columns.” Duk ^ Ferdinand, Governor of Magdeburg, 
is now collecting his Column in tJiat neighbourhood, chiefly at 
H.ille; whitherward, or on what erraiid, is profoundly unknown. 
Unknown even to Ferdinand, except it is for actual Ser¬ 
vice in the Field. Here are two Friedrich Letters (ruggedly Offi¬ 
cial, the first of them, and not quite peculiar to Ferdinand), 
which are worth reading; 

YTts King to Duke Ftrdinand of Bmnxttnck. 

* PottdaxD, istH Augiut 175! 

* For time of Field-Service I have made the arrangement, That 
* for the Subaltern Officers of your r^iiment, over and above their 
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* ordinary Eqnipage-moneys, there shall, to each Subaltern Officer, 

‘ and once for all, be Eight Thalers’ (twenty-four shillings sterling) 

^ advAnced. That sum' (eight thalers per subitem) ^ shall be paid to 

* the Captain of eyery Company; and t^ides this there shall, xnqpthly, 

* Two Thalers be deducted from the Subaltern’s Pay, an<Lbe likewise 

* paid-over to the Captain :—in return for whidt, He is to Turflish Free 

* T|^le for the Subitems throughout the Campaign, and so long as 

* the regiment is in the iidd. a 

* Of the Two Baggage*carts per CaApany, the regiment shall take 

* only One, and leave the other at home No Officer, let him be who 

* or of what title he will, Generals not excepted, shall take with him the 

* least of Sliter Plate, not even a silver spoon. Whoever wants, there- 
^ fore, to keep table, great or small ( f'a/tr/ <xUr Tlick), must manage 
^ the same with tin utensils;—without exception, be he who he will. 

^ Each Captain shall take with him a little Cask of Vinegar ; of 
' which, as soon as the regiments get to Camp, he must give me reck- 
^ Ofiing, and I will then have him repaid. This Vinegar shall solely 

* and exclusively be employed for this purpose, That in places where 
^ the water is bad, there be poured into it, for the soldiers, a few 

* drops of the vinegar, to correct the water, and thereby preserve (hem 

* from illnesses. 

* So soon as the regiment gets on march, the Women who have 

* permission to follow are put under command of the Profess; that 
^ thereby all plunderings and disorders may the more be guarded 

* against. 11 the Captains and Officers take Grooms {Jdgfr) or the 

* like Domestics, there can muskets be given to these, that use may 

* of them, in case of an attack in quarters, or on march, when 

* a Wagtnbur^ (\vagon-forlress) is to be formed. ® ®—Friedrich/* 

Satne to Same (Confidential, this one). 

. *Pcrtsdaia, 94 th August 

9 ^ ^ Make as if you W'ere meaning to go into Camp at Halle. 

' The reason why I stop you is, that the^ourier from Vienna has not 

* yet come. We must therefore reassure Saxon neighbourhood. 

* 0*1 have been expe^ng answer from hour to hour; cannot 

* suitably begin a War-E^edldon till it come ; do therefore apprise < 

* Your Dilection, thoughffiider the deepest secrecy. 

‘ And it is necessary, an<?my Will is. That, till farther order, you 

* keep all the regiments and corps belonging to your Column in the 
^ places where they are w^n this arrives. And sh^I, meanwhile, with 

* your best skill ttiask all t>bth from the Town of Halle, and from 

* the regiments themselves ; making, in conformity with^hat I said 
' yesterday, as 4f you were a Corps ^ Observation come to encamp 

* here, and were waiting the last orden to go into camp.— 

‘ FaiBDWCH.'* 


* PrvuM, ii. 6, y. 
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And in regard to the Vienna Courier* and Friedrich's atti¬ 
tude towards that Phenomenon* read only these Two Not^: 
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I*. Friedrich to the Prince of Prussia and the Princess Amelia 

(at Berlin). 

^ Potxdan* '2501 Au^iut’ 175^ 

‘ My dkar Brother, My bear Sister,—I write to you at 
' once, for m ant of time. 1 will follow the advice yfDU are so gtxyi as 
' ^ivc me j and will take Icax^ssof the Queen* (our dear Mamma) ‘l;)y 
‘ Letter. And that the reading of my Letter may not frighten her, I 

* will bend it by my Sister, to be presented in a favourable moment. 

* J have yet g<d no Answer from Vienna ; by Kling^fs account, 
‘ I shall not receive it till tomUrrow* (came tliis night), ‘ But I count 

* myself burcr of War than ever; as the Austrians have named Uene* 

* rah, and their Army is ordered to march* from Kolin to Konigsgriilz* 
—Schlcsien way. * So that* expecting nothing but a haughty Ans- 

* wer, or a very uncertain one, on which there will be no reliance pos- 

* sible, 1 have amxngc^I everylliing for seUiug«out on Saturday next 
‘ 'J’nmorrow, so soon as the news comes, I will not fail to let you 

* know. Assuring you that 1 am* with a perfect affection, my dear 

* 13rather and my dear Sister,—Yours,—F.** 

Answer comes from Klinggraf that same night. Once more, 
an Answer almost worse than could have been expected. 
“The * League with Russia against you* is non*extant, a thing 
of your imagination: Have not we already answered?"^ Where¬ 


upon, 

2®. Friedrich to the Prince of Prussia. 

Potftdan), *a6th August* 1756. 

‘ My dear Brother,—I have already written to the Queen; soft- 

* ening things as much as I could* (Letter lost). * My Sister, to whom 

* I addressed the l^ler, will deliver il. 

‘ You have seen the Paper I sent to Klioggrtlf. Their Answer is, 

* “ Tliat they have not madcr,*iii OtTcnsive Alliance with Russia against 
'me.” The An-swer is Lnpertinent* high and contemptuous; and of 

* the Assurance that I re<]uiretl* (as to 'I'Ws Year and Next), ‘not one 
‘ Word. So that the sword alone can cut ^is Gordian Knot I am 
‘ innocent of this War; I have done what V could to avoid it 5 but 
‘ whatever be one’s love of peace, one cannot and must not sacrifice to 
‘ that, one’s safety and one’s honour. Such* 1 believe, will be your 
' opinion too,‘frafa tbe f^cntimcots I kiv^w it. you. Ay»resent, our one 
' thought must be, To do War in snch a way as may &re our Enemies 

* of their wbih to break Peace again too soon. I embrace you with all 

' my heart. I have had ho end ^f business {imiblmtm h F.^ 

^ (hvi’rtt de FredfrUt sjfvi. T55. 

^ In CfsammaUt l/rkunJm, i 2^7: Klinj^eraTs second qneilion (doae by Lcttee 
this time), * 16th August;’ Maria Theresa's Answer* *ssst August* 

? (£wrti, xxvi 116, 
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TAe March into Saxonyy in Three Cblumns. 

Ahe&d of that last Note, from an earlier hour of the lame 
day, Thursday 26th August, there is speeding forth, to all 
Three Generals of Division, this Order (take Duke* Ferdi- 
nand*s copy): * • 

0 I hereby order that Your Dilection {Ew, Liehd<n\ with all the 
regimcntJ* and corps in the Column staiiding^ndcr your command, 
Shall now, without more delay, gSPon march, on the 29111 inst.; and 
^'proceed, according to the March-Tables and Instructions already 
given, to execute what Your Dilection has got in charge.”—F* 

The same Thursday 26th, likccellency Mitchell, informed 
by Podewils of the King's wish to see him at Potsdam, gets 
under way from Berlin; arrives ^just time enough to speak 
with the King before he sat down to supper.* Very many 
things to be consulted of, and dcliberativeiy touched upon, 
with Mitchell and England; no end of things and considera¬ 
tions, for England and King Friedrich, in this that is no^ 
about to burst-forth on an astonished world!—Over in Lon¬ 
don, wc observe, just in the hours when Mitchell was harness¬ 
ing for Potsdam, and so many Orders and Letters were speed¬ 
ing their swiftest in that quarter, there is going forward, on 
Tower-Hill yonder, the following Operation : 

' Lo^idon, Thursday August 1756. About five in the after- 
<«nowi, a noted Admiral' (only yet; but who has been 

held in miserable durance, and too-actnal question of death or life, ever 
since his return j O, yes indeed! Hang him at once,”—if that can 
be a remedy !) * wzs, after having been privately shown to many ladies 
‘ and gentlemen, brought,—in an open sedan, guarded by a number of 

* young gentlemen under arms, with drums beating, colours flying,— 
' to Tower-Hill, where a Gallows had been erected for him at sis the 
< same morning. He was richly dress#!, m a blue and gold coat, bufl 

* waistcoat, trimmed, &c* in full uniform-^ When brought under the 

* Gallows, he stayed a sftiall space, till his clergyman (a Vrhiijmey- 
^ sweeper) had given some admonitions: that done, he was drawn, 

* by pulleys, to the tcJf> of^lie Gallows, which was t\^'cnty feet high; 
^ every person expressing as much satisfaction as if it had been the 

* real man. 

‘ JHe rems^ed thcr^f guarded by the above volunteers, without any 
' molestation, two hours; when, upon a supposition of being ob- 
‘ structed hy^he Governor of the Tower, some sailors %>pcaTed, who 
‘ wanted to pull him down, in ortfcr to drag him along the streets. 
^ But a fire being kindled, which consisted of tar-bnrrcrs, fagou, tables, 

* tubs, &u, he was consumed in about half nn hour.^^ 

* Old Newspaper* {GsnUtvuisCs JiSagezint, .vxvt 409). 
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That is their employment on Tower-HiU, over yonder, *V7hJle 
Mit^ell is getting under way to see Friedrich. 

Mitchell continued at Potsdam over Friday; and was still 
in eager consultation that night, when the King said to him, 
with a cetain expressiveness of glance: ** Son soir, then ;— 
Tomorrow morning about four !** And on the morrow, Satur¬ 
day 28th, Mitchell T<eporls hurriedly: ^ 

o o • Am just returned td^erlin, in time to write to yourLord- 

* ship. This morning, between four and five, I took leave of the King 
‘ of Prussia. He went immediately upon the Parade; mounted on 

* horseback; and, after a very short exercise of his Trop^jS, put him- 

* »clf at their head ; and marched directly for BeliU* (half way to 
brieUen, 7 r<wr«brieacn as they call it); ‘where, Tomorrow, he will 
‘ enter the Saxon Territory,*—as, at their respective points, his two 
other Columns will and begin, who shall say what terrible game ; 
incalculable to your Lordship and me, with sudi Operations afoot on 
Towcr-Hilll**— 

Seven Hussar Regiments of Duke Ferdinand's Column got 
the length of Leipzig that Sunday Evening 39th; and took 
possession of the place. Duke Ferdinand to right of the 
King, Duke of Brunswick-Bevcm to left,—the Three Columns 
cross the Border, at points, say 80 miles from one another; 
occasionally, on the march, bending to rightwards and left- 
wards, to take-in the principal Towns, and make settlements 
there, the two might be above 100 miles from Friedrich' 06 
each hand. The length of march for each Column,—Ferdi¬ 
nand ‘from Leipzig, by Chemnitz, Freyberg, Dippoldiswalde, 
to the Village of Cotta' (Pima neighbourhood, south of Elbe ); 
Bevern, * through the Lausitz, by Bautzen, to Lohmen' (same 
neighbourhood, north of Elbe); King Friedrich, to Dresden, 
by the course of the Ell^ iftclf,—was not far from equal, and 
may be culled about 150 miles. They marched with diligence, 
rot wJtK hurry; had their pauses, rest-a^s, when business re¬ 
quired. They got to their ground, wiOt eke simultaneous ness 
appointed, on the eleventh or twelfth ^y. 

The middle Column, under the King, where Marshal Keith 
is second in command, goes by To^au^^'detachigg Moritz of 
Dessau to pick-up Wittenberg, and ruin the slight works there); 
crosses the £lbe at To^au, September 2d; marches, canton¬ 
ing itself day after day, along {Ke southern bank of the River; 

% 

^ Mitchell Papers, vi. 60* (‘ToLord Holderaetf, tSth Auguit 175^*). 

‘0 In lii 731, hU ‘Proclu&atioo* there,^e9th August 1756/ 
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leaves Meiss^ to the left» I perceive, does not pass through 
Meissen; comes first at Wilsdruf on ground where .we ^ave 
heen«—and portions of it, I doubt were billeted in Kes* 
sclsdorf; and would take a glance at the old Field, they 
had time. There is strict discipline in all the C^liynns; the 
aut^rhics complying on summons, and arranging what is 
nledful. Nobody resists; townguards at^once ground arms, 
and there is no soldier visibl^ft^soldiers all ebbing away, 
whitherward we guess. 

At Wilsdruf, Friedrich first Jearns for certain, that the 
Saxon Army, with King, with Bruhl and other chief person* 
ages, are withdrawn to Pirna, to the inexpugnable Kdnigstein 
and Rock*Coumry. The Saxon Army had begun assembling 
there, September ist, directly on the news that Friedrich was 
across the Border; September 9th, on Friedrich's approach, 
the King and Dignitaries move off thither, from Dresden, out 
of his way. Excellency Broglio has put them on that plan. 
Which may have its complexities for Friedrich, hopes Broglio* 
—though perhaps its stilt grater for some other parties con¬ 
cerned 1 For Briihl and Polish Majesty, as will appear by and 
by, nothing could have turned out worse. 

Meanwhile Friedrich pushes on; '‘Forward, all the same.” 
f olish Majesty, dating from Struppen, in the Pima Country, 
has begun a Correspondence with Friedrich, very polite on 
both hands ; and his Adjutant-General, the Chevalier Meagher 
(‘Chevalier de as Valori calls him,— Ma'ar^ as he calls 

himself in Irish) has just had, at Wilsdnif, an Interview with 
Friedrich; but is far from having got settlement on the terms 
be wished. Polish Majesty mag^nimously assenting to ‘ a 
Road through his Country for milita^ purposes;' offers “the 
strictest Neutrality, sttictest friendship even; has done^ and 
will do, no injury ^^tever to his Prussian Majesty'*—(‘ Di 9 
wc ever sign anything?*whisper comfortably Briihl and he to 
one another);—“ expects, therefore, that his Prussian Majesty 
will march on, whithgr he is bound; and leave him unmolested 
here.”i2 • 

That Meagher’s message; that is the purport of all his 
Polish Majesty's Eleven Letterssto Friedrich, which precede or 

u TUidtn^Gftckkkift ui. 739-3 ; (Emrru ds FritUriSt iv. di. 
fitidfr^Gttckickht 774* 
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follow,—reiterating with a certain ovine obstinacy, insensible 
to ti^e or change, That such is Polish Majesty's ^ed notion: 

* Stnct neutrality, friendship even; and leave me unmolested 
^ here.’J^ "Strict neutrality, yes: but disperse your Anny, then,” 
answers ^ri^rich; " send your Army back to its cantonments: 
I must myself have the keeping of my Highway, lest I lose it, 
as in X744/' This is Friedrich's answer; this at first, and fir 
some time coming; though,ri$ the aspects change, and the 
dangerous elements heap themselves higher, Friedrich's answer 
will rise with them, and his terms, like the SibyV^ become 
worse and worse. This is ti^e utmost that Meaghe^ at Wils- 
druf, can make of it; and this, in conceivable circumstances, 
will grow less and less. 

Next day, September 9th, Friedrich, with some Battalions, 
entered Dresden, most of his Column taking Camp near by; 
General Wylich had entered yesterday, and is already Com¬ 
mandant there. Friedrich sends, by Feldmarscball Keith, high¬ 
est Officer of his Column, his homages to her Polish Majesty: 
—nothing given us of Keith's Interview; except, by a side¬ 
wind, 'That Majesty complained of those Prussian Sentries 
walking about In certain of her corridors* (with an eye to 
Something, it may be feared t)—of which, doubtless, Keith 
undertook to make report. Friedrich himself waits upon the 
Junior Princes, who arc left here: is polite and graciour as 
ever, though strict, and with business enough; lodges, for bis 
own part, ' in the Garden-House of Princess Moczlnska— 
and next morning leads oif his Column, a short march east¬ 
ward, to the Pirna Country; where, on the right and on the 
left, Ferdinand at Cotta, BeverA at Lohmen (if readers will 
look on their Map*), he f^ds the other Two in ihcir due 
positions. Headquartcr^is Gross-Sedlitz (westernmost skirt of 


the Rock-region); and will have to cofttinue so, much longer 
than had been expected. ^ 


The Diplomatic world in Dresden is in great emotion; 
more especially just at present. This mining, before leaving, 
Friedrich had to do an exceedingly stnct thin|>: secure the 
Originals of jhose Mcnzcl Documents, Originals i^ispcnsable 
to him, for justifying his neu^procedures upon oixony. So 

CBwprtt d4 Frid 4 ric, Iv. 9$sa6o (' 99th August—loth S«ptemb«r—sSth 5 «p- 
tembir,* 1756), are collected now, tbe Eleven Letters, with (heir Answers. 

• Map, p. 764. 
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that there has been, at the Palace, a Scene this morning of a 
very high and dissonant nature,—* Marshal Keith’ in it, {Mar- 
shal Keith making a second visit* (say some loose and false 
Accounts);—the facts being strictly as follows. p 

Far from removing those Prussian sentries foryplained of 
loit night, here seems to be a double strength of them this 
%f)orning. And her Polish Majesty, a^everc, hard-featured 
old Lady, has been hllcd wMr indignant amazement by a 
Prussian Officer,—Major von Wangenheim, I believe it is,— 
requiring, in the King of Prussia’s name, the Keys of that 
Archive*room; Prussian Majesty absolutely needing sight, for 
a little while, of certain Papers there. ** Enter that room ? 
Archives of a crowned Head? Let me sec the living mortal 
that will dare to do it!"—one fancies the indignant Polish 
Majesty*8 answer; and how, calling for materials, she * openly 
sealed the door in question,' in Wangenheim’s presence. As 
this is a celebrated Passage, which has been reported in seve¬ 
ral loose ways, let us take it from the primary source, Chancery 
style and all. Graf von Sternberg, Austrian Excellency, writing 
from the spot and at the hour, informs his own Court, and through 
that all Courts, in these solemnly Official terms: 

‘ Dr<sdeny ittk September 1756. The Queen’s Majesty, this fore- 
‘ noon, has called to her all the Foreign Ministers now at Dresden; and 

Highest Own Person has signified to us, liow, the I’russmn intru- 

* sions and hostilities being already known, iligliest said Queen’s Ma- 

* jesty would now simply state what liad fniihcr taken place this moi n- 

*ing: 

Highest said Queen’s Majesty, to wit, ha<l, to her own name, rc- 
guested the King of Prussia, in conformity with his'assurances” {by 
Keith, yesternight) “of paying every for Her and the Royal 

“ Family, To remove the Pnissian l^ntries pacing about in those Cor- 
“ ridors,”—Corridors which lead to llitfSecret Archives, important to 
«ome of us “ Iiistcatkof which, the said King had not oply doubled 
“ his Sentries there; ^it also, byanOfticer, demanded the Kefs ol’lhc' 
“ Archive-apartmeiil” (jast alluded to)! “And as tlie Queen’s Majesty, 
“ for security of all writings there, offerer! to seal the door of it herself, 
“ and did so, there and then,—the saitl Officer liad so little respect, 
“ that he clapped hi9own.seal thereon too. 

“Nor \ 9 as he content therewith,”—not hy any means I—“but the 
<*«ame OJeer”(having been with Wylich, Commandtnt here), “came 
“ back, a short time aher, and opening of the door himself. 

“ Which being anuounced to the Queen’s Majesty, she in her own pcr-« 
“ son (HeckUdiesdk^ Higltest-the-Samc) went out again; and sUncling 
“ before the Doo^ informed him, * How llighest-the*Same had too 
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much regard to hU Prussian Majesty’s given assurance, to believe 
tha^&uch order could proceed from the King.’ As the Officer, how* 
ever, replied, 'That he was sony to have such an order to execute; 
but that the order was serious and precise; and that he, by not exe¬ 
cuting V, would expose himself to the greatest responsibility/ Her 
Majesty iliodoued standing before the Door; and said to the Officer, 

" ' If he meant to use force, he might upon Her make his beginning/ 
There is for you, Herr JVangenheim J— 

'' Upon which said Officer h^gone away, to report anew to the 
" King” (I think, only to Wylich the Commandant; King now a 
dozen miles off, not so easily reported to, and his mind known); 

" and in the mean while Her Msuesty had called to her tbfr Prussian 
'' and Engll.sh Ambassadors” (Mamlzahn and Stormont; sorry both of 
them, but how entirely resourceless,—especially Mahlzahal), " and had 
" represented and repeated to them the above; beseeching t^t by their 
" remonstrances and persua^ons they would induce the King of Pids- 
" &ia, conformably with his given assurance, to forbear. Instead, how- 
ever, of any fruit from such remonstrances and urgencies, final Order 
** came, 'That, Queen’s Majesty’sown Highest Person notwithstandii^, 
force must be used/ 

'' Whereupon her Majesty, to avoid actual mistreatment, bad been 
" obliged to”—to become pas^ve, and, no Keys bring procarable from 
her, see a smith with his picklocks give these Prussians admis¬ 
sion. Legation-Secretaiy Plessmann was there (Menzel one fancies 
sitting, rather pale, in an adjacent room’*); and they knew what to 
do. Their smith opens the required box for them (one of seveml ' all 
lying packed for Warsaw,’ says Friedrich); from which soon takirg , 
what they ncede<l, Wongenheim and Wylich withdrew with tlteif 
booty, and readers have the fruit of it to this day. '* Which unheard- 
" of procedure, ho pleased, your Excellencies, to report to your respec- 
" tivc Courts.”*® 


Poor old Lady, what a situation! And I believe she never 
saw her poor old Husband again. The day he went to Pima 
(morning of yesterday, S|ptdbaber gth, Friedrich entering in 
evening), these poor Spouses had, ^Htle dreaming of it, 
taken dca^e of one another forevermore. Such profit lies in 
your Briihl. Kings and Queens that governed by a 

Jesuit Guarini, and a Bnlhl of the Twelve Tailors, sometimes 
pay dear for it. They, or their representatives, are sure to do 
so. Kings and Queens,—yes, and if lhatVere all^ but thei^ 
poor Countries too ? Their Countries;—well, their Countries 
did not hate Beelzebub, in his various shapes, encuj^. Their 
Countries should have been in vS^atch against Beelzebub in the 
Suprlk, vol. VL 31a. 

Ofifimmeiic NnchrichifH, I asa (or 'No. aS* of that CoUeefioa); (Ewrtt 49 

Fr/iUfiCyX't. 83. 
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shape of BBihls;—watchings and also Spraying* in a heroic 
manner^ now fallen obsolete in these impious times 1 

CHAPTER V. 

FRXEDKICH BLOCKADES THE SAXONS IN PIRnX <AuNTRY. 

0 Friedrich reckons himself to have ^,000 men in Saxony. 
Schwerin is issuing from Siles^ througn the Glatz Mountains, 
for Bohemia, at the head of 40,000. The Austrian force is in¬ 
ferior in quantity, and far from ready:—Two * Camps' in Bo¬ 
hemia they have; the chief one under Browne (looking, or in¬ 
tending, this Saxon way), and a smaller under Piccolomini, 
in*the Kdnigshof-Kolin region:—if well run into from front 
and rear, both Browne and Piccolomini might be beautifully 
handled: and a gash be cut in Austria, which might incline her 
to be at peace again I Nothing hinders but this paltry Camp of 
the Saxons; itself only 2 S,ooo strong, but in a Country of such 
strength. And this does binder, effectually while it continues: 

** How march to Bohemia, and leave the road blocked in our 
rear 

The Saxon Camp did continue,—unmanageable by any me¬ 
thod, for five weeks to come; the season of war-operations gone, 
by that timeand Friedrich's First Campaign, rendered mostly 
«'fruitless in this manner, will by no means check the Austrian 
truculencies, as by his velocity he hoped to do. No; but, on 
the contrary, will rouse the Austrians, French and all Enemies, 
to a tenfold pitch of temper. And bring upon himself, from an 
astonished and misunderstanding Public, such tempests and 
world-tornados of loud-roaring obloquy, as even he, Friediich, 
bad never endured before. 

To readers of a louring habit this Saxon Counw*y is per¬ 
haps well known. Bor the last half-century it has been growing 
more and more famo&s, under the name of * Saxon Switzer¬ 
land {SacAszscAe Schweiisy instead of * Misnian Highlands 

Hochignd),' which it used to be called. A beau¬ 
tiful enou|k and extremely rugged Country; interesting to the 
picturesque mind. Begins rising, in soft HillsBon both sides 
of the Elbe, a few miles easw of Dresden, as you ascend the 
River; till it rises into Hills of wild character, getting ever * 
wilder, and riven into wondrous chasms and precipices* Ex< 
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tends, say almost twenty miles up the River, to Tetschen and 
beyoi^d, in this eastern direction ; and with perhaps ten miles 
of breadth on each side of the River: area of the Rock-region, 
therefore, is perhaps some four hundred square miles. The 
Falkenber^ (rvhat we should call Hawkscrag)^ north-eastward 
in the Lausitz, the Schneeberg {Snow Mountain)^ south-east¬ 
ward on tl)c Bohen>ian border, are about thirty-five miles 
apart: these two are both retimed to be in it,—its last out¬ 
posts on that eastern side. But the limits of it are fixed by 
custom only, and depend on no natural condition. 

We might define it as the Sandstone neck of the Metal 
Mountains: a rather lower block, of Sandstone, intercalated 
into the Metal-Mountain range, which otherwise, on both 
hands, is higher, and of harder rocks. Southward (as shoul- 
der to this sandstone neck) lies, continuous, broad and high, 
the ''Mctal-Mouniain range" specially so-called: northward 
and north-eastward there rise, beyond that Falkenberg, many 
mountains, solitary or in groups, — '*the Metal Mountains** 
fading-out here into •* the Lausitz Hills," still in fine pictur¬ 
esque fashion, which are Northern Border to the great Bohe¬ 
mian Basin of the Elbe," after you emerge from this Sand¬ 
stone Country, 

Saxon Switzerland is not very high anywhere ; 2,000 feet 
is a notable degree of height: but it is torn and tumbled iffto * 
stone labyrinths, chasms and winding rock-walls, as few regions 
are. Grows pinewood, to the topmost height; pine-trees far 
aloft look quietly down upon you, over sheer precipices, on 
your intricate path. On the slopes of the Hills is grass 


enough ; in the intervals arc Villages and husbandries, are 
corn and milk for the laborious natives,—who depend mainly 
on quarrying and pinc-forfest work: pines and freestone, rafts 
of long shm pines, and big stone barges, arc what one sees 
upon the River there. A Note, not verv ^tologic^. says of it: 

^ Elbe sweeps freely through this Couatry, for ages and sons past} 
‘ curling himself a little into snake-figure, and with increased velocity, 

* but silent mostly, and trim to the edge, a hoe# flint-coloured river; 

* —though in aons long anterior, it must have been a ffery differCTt 
^ matter for tenants and water-power. The Country is onebnge Block 
t of San^itohc, so many square mi\y of that material; nobed, eban- 

* nelled,^ tom and quarried, in this manner,—by the cver-busy elements, 

* for a fiiillion of Ages past! Chiefly by the Elbe himself, since he 
^ got to be a River, and became cosmic and personal} cessing to be a 



Ckap.v. THE SAXONS BLOqKADED IN PIRNA. 47 

sotb Si^*Kn i7S^ I 

* mere wateiy chaos of Lalces odcI I>elage$ hereabouts. For the Sand* 

* stone was of rariousa degrees of hardness; tenacious as marble^ome 
‘ parts of it, soft almost as sand other parts. And the primordial dilu- 

* viums and world-old torrents, great and small, rushing down from iho 
^ Bohemian Highlands, from the Saxon Metal Mountains, with such 

* storming, gurgling and swashing, have swept away the^soll ports, and 

* left the hard standing m this chaotic manner, and bequeathed it all 
^to the Elbe, and the common frosts and rain^ of tliese human ages. 

' Ell>e has now a trim course ; tet Elbe too is busy quarrying and 

* mining, where not artifidally held-in ;**-and you notice at every outlet 
' of a Brook from the interior, north side and south side, how busy tlie 
' Brook has been. Boriog, grinding, undermining; much lielped by 
‘ the frosts, by the rains. i£on$ a^, the Brook was a lake, in the 
' interior; but was every moment labouring to get out; till it ha^ cut 

* for itself tlut moumain gullet, or sheerdowo chasm, and brought-out 
' with it an Alluvium nr Delta,which, since Adam’s time, human 

* creatures have built a Hamlet. That is the origin, or unwritten his- 

* tory, of most hamlets and ettkivated spots you falMn wiih here: 

* they are the waste shavings of the Brook, working millions of years, 

* for its own object of gelling into the Elbe in level circumstances. 
‘ Ploughed fields, not without forlility, are in the interior, if you ascend 
' that Brook; the ilamlct, at the delta or mouth of it, is as if built 

* upon its ionghc and into its : think how picturesque, in the 

* November rains, for example! 

* The toad,’ one road, ‘from Drc&<len to Aussig, lo Lobosits, 

* Budin, Prag, runs up the river-brink (south brink); or, in our day, 
J ^ Prag-Dresden Railway, thandcrv through those solitudes; strangely 

‘ awakening iheir echoes; and inviting even the bewildered Tourist to 
^ reflect, if he could. The bewildered Tourist sees rock-walls heaven- 

* high on both hand.s of him; Uiver and he rushiog-on between, by 
‘ law of gravitation, law of ennui (which are laws of Nature both), with 

* a narrow strip of sky in full gallop overhead; and has little cncouragc- 

* ment to reflect, except upon liis own sorrows, and delirious circuni- 

* stances, physical and moral. How |^uch happier, were I lying in my 
‘ bed I” thinks the bewiIdcTe<l Tourist;—^oes strive withal lo admire 
‘ the Picturesque, but wil^ little success; notices the “AWiv( 5 xsli(m),” 

* and other rigorous)y-iyscribcd points of the Sublime and Bcafltifut, 

‘ which are to be That you will have to my friend: 

‘ step-out, you will have to go on that Pinnacle, with indifferent Il6tel 
' attached; on that iron balcony, aloft among the clouds yoD<ler; and 
' shudder to project ow|r Klbe-flood iroin such altitudes, admiring the 
‘ Picturesque % prescribed manner. 

* This Country has for its permanent uses, timber, freestone, mo* 

‘ dicum of nffik and haver, serviccj^ble to the generalityand to his 

* Polish Majesty, at pre^t, it is as the very Ark of Noah: priceless 

* at this juncture; being the strongest military country in the world. 

* Excellent stren^h in it; express Fortresses; especially one Fortress 
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* called the Kbnigsteln, not &r froiA Schaodauj of a towering predpt* 

' toijs nature, with “ a well 900 feet deep” in it, ajid pleasant VHli^ 

* outside at the base;—Fortress which is still, in our daf, reckoned A 

* safe place for the Saxon Archives and preciosities. Impr^n^ble to 
^ gunpoVder artillery; cot to be bad except by hunger. And then, 

* farther dow?i the Kiver, close by Pirna, presiding over Pima, as that 

* Kdnigstem in some sort does over Schandau, is the Sonnenstem : 

* Sonnenstein too was n Fortress in those days of Friedrich, but not 

* impregnable, if judged worth tabing. The Austrians took it, a year 
‘ or two hence; Fri^ricb retook it, dismantled it; ** the Sonnenstein 

* is now a Madhouse/' say the Guide*Books. 

* Sonnenstein stands close east or up-stream of Fima,^which is a 

* town of 5,000 souls, by much Tne largest in those parts; Kbnigstein 

* a little down*stream of Schandau, which latter is on the opposite or 

* north side of the River. These are the two chief Towns, which do 

* all the trade of this region; picturesque places both:—the Tourist 

* remembers Pima ? Standing on its sleek table or stair-step, by the 
' River's edge; well above doodmark; green, sha^y or fringy moun- 
^ tains lookmg-down on it to rearward; in front, t^yond the River, 

* nothing vijiibie but mile-long cream-coloured rock-wall, with bushes 

* at bottom and top, wall quarried by Elbe, as you can see. Firna is 

* near the beginning' (properly efttf, but we start from Dresden) * or 

* western extremity of Saxon Schweitz. Schandau, almost at the op- 

* poslte or eastern extremity, is still more picturesque; standing on 

* the delta of a little Brook, with high rock-diA, with garden-shrub- 

* beries, sanded walks, tufts of forest-umbrage; a bright-painted, almost 
' <>/er^V-looking place,—with spa-waters, if I recollectyes tjjxly^ 
and the ‘‘Bath Season" making its packages in great haste, break- 
ing-up prematurely, this Year (1756)!— 

Directly on arriving at Gross-Sedlits, Friedrich takes ocu¬ 
lar survey of this Country, which is already not unknown to 
him. He finds that the Saxons have secured themselves within 
the Mountains ; a rocky s^eamlet, Brook of Gottleube, which 
issues into Elbe just betV.een Gross-Sedlitz and them, * through 
a dell 0/ eighty or a hundred feet deepj’ serving as their first 
‘defence ;* well in front of the mere ro«i:y Heights and preci¬ 
pices behind it, which stretch contiguously along"to south¬ 
ward, six miles or more, from Pirna and the south brink of 
Elbe. At Langen-Hennersdorf, which^js the southernmost 
part, these Heights make an dbow inwards, by Bbopoldshayn, 
towards the-Kdnigstein, which is but four miles here too 
the Saxons are defended by a^rook (running straight towards 
Kdoigatein^ this one) in front of their Heights; and stand 

* Sse Mtp, p. 76 A 
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defcnsiTe, in this way, along a rock-bulwark of ten miles long: 
the passes all secured by batteries, by abatis, palisades, Ihilc 
after mile, as Friedrich rides observant leftward: behind them, 
Elbe rushing swifter trough his rock •walls yondcif with 
chasms and intricate goiges; defending them iiAx]Ajgnably 
to^ear. Six miles long of natural bulwark (six to Henners* 
dorf), where the gross of the Saxons lie ;«tben to Kdnigstein 
four other milest sut&ciently, if rMre sparsely, beset by them. 

^ No stronger position in the world,' Friedrich thinks ;^-^nd 
that it is ipipossible to force this place, without a loss of life 
disproportionate even to its importance at present. Not to 
say that the Saxons will make terms all the easier, before 
bloodshed rise between us;—and furthermore that Hunger 
(for we hear they have provision only for two weeks) may it¬ 
self soon do it« ** Wedge them in, therefore; block every 
outgate, every entrance; nothing to get in, except gradually 
Hunger. Hunger, and on our part rational Offers, will suf- 
€ce/' That is Friedrich's plan; good in itself,—though the 
ovine obstinacy, and other circumstances, retarded the execu¬ 
tion of it to an unexpected extent, lamentable to Friedrich and 
to some others. 

The Prussian-Saxon military operations for the next hve 
weeks need not detain us. Their respective positions on the 
Heights behind that Brook Gottleube, and on the plainer 
Country in front of it,—How the Prussians lie, first Division 
of them, from Gross-Sedlitz to Zehist, under the King; then 
second Division from Zehist to Cotta, and onward by *the 
Rothschenke' (Red-^ House Tavern), by Markersbach, and 
sparsely as far as Hellendorf on the Frag Highway; in brief, 
where all the Divisions of them 11 %, yid undei whom ; and 
where the Prussians, w^ching Elbe itself, have Batteries and 
Posts on the north sid^of it: all this is marked on the*Map ;*• 
—to satisfy ingenuous curiosity, should it make tour in those 
parts. To which add only these straggles of Note, as farther 
elucidative : 

* The Saxons, Jdbe and tbeir Lines, possess about thirty 

^ square miles of country. From Pima or Sonnenstein to Kdnigstein, 

* as the crowllies, may be five miles east to west; bufby Langen- 

* Hennersdorf, and the elbow ther^ it will be ten: at Kdnigstein, 

* (Ewtrtt d€ FHdhic, xr. S3, 84 (ftot a very dUtioet Accoqu ; end hr from ac* 
curate a the deulli,—which are without eSectual correctira even in the best 
gdlUoAi). * Copied, p. yS 

vou vn. 
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' moreover, Elbe makes an abrupt turn northward for iTcouple of miles, 

* instead of westward as heretofore, turning abruptly westward again 
'alter that: so that the Saxon "Camp,’* or occupancy here, U an 
' irregular Trapezium, with Pima and Kdnlgstein for vertices, and 
' with nrea estimable as above,—ploughable, a fair portion of it, and 
' not vntfyovt. com of its own. So that the two-weeks provision** 

' spun themselves out (short allowance aiding) to two-months, before 
' actual famine came. . t* 

® * ‘ The Hi(ih-T0ad frpm the Lausitz parts crosses Elbe at 

* Pima; falls into the Dresdon-Prag High-road therej and from Pima 
' towards Toplitz, for the first few miles, this latter runs through the 
^ Prussian Posts; but we may guess it is not much traveled at pre- 
' sent. North of Elbe, too, the Prussians have battenes on the fit 
' points; detachments of due force, from Gross-Sedlitz Bridge-of- 
' Pontoons all round to Schandau, or beyond; could fire upon the 
' Kbnigstcin, across the River: they have plugged-up the Saxon 
' position everywhere. They have a Battery especially, and strong 
' post, to cannonade the Bridge at Pima, should the Saxons think of 

* trying there. It is now the one Saxon or even /faJ/-S 9 XOH Bridge; 
^ Sosmenstein and Pima command the Saxon end of it, a strong bat- 
' tery the Prussian end : a Bridge lying mainly idle, like the general 
' Highway to Toplitz nt this time. Beyond the Kbnigstdn, again, at 
' a place called WcndiscU-Pahrc ( Winds'•Ffrry)^ tlic Pnissians have, 

* by means of boats swinging wide «it anchor on the swift current, 

' what is called a Flying-bridge, with wliich the north side can com- 
' municate with the south, llicy have a post at Nieder-Raden {Oi>cr 
' Kadcn, railu^ay station in our time, h on the south side): Nether 
' Radcn is an interesting little Hamlet, mostly invisible to maffkiAd 
' (])uiU in the t^roaf of the stone chasms there), from which you begin 
‘ mounting to the Baslci far aloft. A Raden to be noted, by the 

* Tourist and us.’ 

Little, or even nothing, cf fighting there is: why should 
there be ? The military operations are a dead-lock, and require 
no word. Thirty thousaq-d. half of the Prussian Force, lie, 
vigilant as lynxes, btot^Kading here ; other half, 32,000, under 
Marshal Keith, have marched for ward* to Aussig, to Noliendori 
on the Bohemian frontier, to clear the if^ys, and look into any 
Austrian motion thereabouts,—^with ^om, with some Pandouv 
detachment o,f whom, Duke Ferdinand, leading the vanguard, 
has had a little brash among the HiUti» smiting them home 
again, in his usqal creditable way (September i^th); and tak¬ 
ing Camp' at Peterswalde, he and others of Force, that 
night.^ It is with this Keith Army, with this if with any, that 
adventures are to be looked for at present, 

S Fridtrk^ iv. 83: ^ HumhHrti i ^ 



a»aVv.;THE SAXONS blocb 5 \ded in pirna. 51 

iocbiSe|S.oiacOct. 175& 1 

Polish Majisty’s Headquarters\re at Struppen, well in the 
centre of the Saxon lines; ‘ goes always to the Kdnigstein to 
sleep/ Polish Majesty's own table is, by Friedrich's permissTon 
for that special object, supplied ad libitum: but the common 
men were at once put on short allowance, which grgws Always 
the shorter. Polish Majesty corresponds with Friedrich, as we 
sa 4 ; and above all, sends burning Messages to Austria, to 
France, to every European Cour^charged^vvith mere shrieks: 
“Help me; a robber meT In which sense, Excellencies 
of all kinds, especially one Lord Stormont, the English Excel¬ 
lency, dail^ running out from Dresden to Gross-Sedlitz, are 
passionately industrious with Friec^rich ; who is eager enough to 
comply, were there any safe means possible. But there are none. 
Unfortunately, too, it appears the Austrians are astir; Feldmar- 
schall Browne actually furbishing himself at Prag yonder with 
an eye hitherward, and extraordinary haste and spirit shown : 
which obliges Friedrich to rise in his demands ; ovine obstinacy, 
on the other side, naturally increasing from the same cause. 

^ Polish Majesty, we say, has liberty to bring in provlant for self 
^ and suite, rigorously for no mortal more; and he lives well, in the 
‘ culinary sense,—surely for most part ‘‘In his dressing-gown,” too, 
‘poor loose collapsed soul! Briibl and he have plenty of rornnal 
‘ business: but their one real business is that of crying, by estafeues 

* aij^ every conceivable method, to Austria, “Get us out of this!” 

* To which Austria has answered, ^‘Yev; only patience, and be steady!” 
*—Friedrich's headquarters arc at Sedlitz; and the negotiating and 
‘ responding which he has, transcatds imagination. His first hope 
‘ was, Polish Majesty might 1 >e persuatlcd to join witli him tlie 
‘ back of that, certainty, gradually coming, that Polish Majesty nevci 
‘ would; and that the Austrians would endeavour a rescue, were they 
‘ once ready. Starvation, or the Austrians, which will be first here? 
‘ is the question; and Friedrich studied to ^hink it will be the former. 

‘ At all events, having ^Uled on the starvation method, and seen 
‘ that all his posts are ri^t, we perceive he does not slick* close by 
‘ Scdlitz; but'runs noV^nither now thither; is at Torgau. where an 
‘ important establishment, *k tad of jVcw Government for Saxony, oil 
‘ the Finance aide, is organising itself. Wiiat work wiih Amhxs- 
‘ sadors was, and how^clicate the handling needed, think!'—Ifcre is 
another Clipj^ng: 

^ ® ‘ Polish Majesty passes the day at Struppen, amid many 

* yain noised of Soldierii^t of Diplomatising; the nl|;ht alu^yci at 
' Kbnigstein, and finally ^th da^and night,—quite luxuriously ac- 
< commodated, BrUhl and he. to the very end of this affair. Towards 
‘ Struppen'(this is weeks^rtber on, but we give it here],—^Comte de 
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‘ Kroglio’ (Old BrogKo’s elder Son, younger is in the Mililajy line), 

‘ who is Ambassador to his Sazon>Polish Majesty, sets-out from Bres- 
' for an interview with said Majesty. At the Prussian line^, he 
‘ i.H informed, “ Ves, you can go; but, without our King^s Order, you 
‘ cann<c return.” “What? The Most Christian MajestyVAmbas- 
' sad or, eid^.reatcd in this way? I will go to where the Polish King 
^ is, and I will return to my own King, so often as I find busing: 

* Mop me at your p^il!” and threatened and argued, and made a 

* dc^ of blusterous noise;—fas^too much, thinks Valori; think the 
^ Prussian Officers, who ore sorry, but inflexible. Maignf Karl, Com- 
' mandant of the place, in alienee of King Friedrich (who is gone 
' lately, on a Business we shall hear of), earnestly dUsu^ed Excel* 

* lency Broglio; but it was to no purpose. Next day Broglio ap- 

* peared in bis state*carriage, formally demanding entrance, free 

* thoroughfare: ‘‘Do you dare refuse me?” “Yes,” answered Mar* 

‘ gmf Karl; “we do and must.” Indignant Broglio reappeared, 

‘ next day, on foot ; Lieutenant*General Prince Friedrich Eugen of 
‘ WUrtemherg the chief man in charge: “Do you dare?** “Indu- 
‘ bitably, Yes;”—and Broglio still pushing-on incredulous, Eugen 

* actually raised liis arm,—elbow and fore-arm across the breast of 
‘ Most Christian Majesty^s Ambassador,—who recoiled, to Dresden, 

* in mere whirlwinds of Arc; and made the most of it* (unwisely, 
thinks Valori) ‘in writing to Court* Court, in high dudgeon, com- 
' manded Valori to t^wit Berlin without taking leave. Valori, in his 

* private capacity, wrote an Adieu .** and in his public, as die fact 

* stood, That he was gone without Adieu.’ 

And the Dauphiness, daughter of those ityured Polish I*Ia- 
jesties, fell on her knees (Pompadour permitting and encourag¬ 
ing) at the feet of Most Christian Majesty; on her knees, all 
in passion of tears ; craved help and protection to her loved old 
Mother, in the name of Nature and of all Kings: could any 
King resist? And his Pompadour was busy: “ Think of that 
noble Empress, who calls me Cousin and dear Princess; think 
of that insolent Prussia^ Robber: Ah, your Majesty:”—and^ 
King Lpuis, though not a hating maK, did priva^ly dislike 
Friedrich; and evil speeches of Friedridfe^s had been reported 
to him. And, in short, the upshot King Louts, bound 
only to 24,000 for help of Austria, determined to send/and did 
send, above 100,000 across the Rhine, nfvt Year, for that ob¬ 
ject ; as will be seen. And all Frenchmen,—all Accept Belle- 
isle, who is qld,—are charmed with these new enteric mea^^ 
sures, and beautiful new Austrian connexions. 

* V«Jori, it. 349, 909, 353 (* Wednesday dth October/ the day ofk, seemlxifly}; 

ib. i. 1:9, &C. 

* FriW^^'t kind Letter in aiiiwer November 173^/ in Valori, i 323. 
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Certain it Is, the Austrians are coming, her Imperial Ma¬ 
jesty bent with all her might on relief of those Saxon martyrs; 
which indeed is relief of herself, as she well perceives: “ Cour¬ 
age, my friends; endure yet a little !** Messengers stiugglc 
themselves through the Mountain paths, and go %nS return, 
ihgugh with difficulty. 

Since September 19th, the Correspo»dence with Polish 
Majesty has ceased: no persuadirt^of the Polish Majesty. Win- 
tcrfeld went twice to him ; conferred at large, Briihl forbidden 
to be' therg, on the actual stringencies and urgencies of Fact 
between the Two Countries; but at was with no result at all. 
Polish Majesty has not the least intention that Saxony shall be 
even a Highway for Friedrich, if at any time Polish Majesty 
can hinder it: '• Neutrality/* therefore, will not do for Friedrich; 
be demands Alliance, practical Partnership; and to that his 
Polish Majesty is completely abhorrent Diplomatising may 
cease; nothing but wrestle of hght will settle this matter. 

Friedrich, able to get nothing from the Sovereign of Saxony, 
is reduced to grasp Saxony itself: and we can observe him 
doing it; always the closer, always the more carefully, as the 
complicacy deepens, and the obstinacy becomes more danger¬ 
ous and provoking. What alternative is there ? On first en¬ 
tering Saxony, Friedrich had made no secret that he was not 
a nitre bird of passage there. At Torgau, there was at once 
a Pield-Commissariat’* established, with Prussian Officials of 


eminence to administer, the Military Chest to be deposited 
there, and Toigau to be put in a state of defence. Toi^au, our 
Saxon Metropolis of War-Ft nance, is becoming more and more 
the Metropolis of Saxon Finance in general. Saxon Officials 
were liable, from the first, to be suf^eyded, on Friedrich’s or¬ 
der. Saxon Finance-Officials, of all kinds, were from the first 
instructed, that till farther notice there must be no dilbufse-* 
ments without King Fj^^rich's sanction. And, in fact, King 
Friedrich fully intends that Saxony i$ to help him all it can; 
and that it either will or else shall, in this dire pressure of per¬ 
plexity, whicl^ is du^n such a degree to the conduct of the 
Saxon Government for twelve years past. Would Saxony go 
with him in toy form of consent, how much more^convenient 
to Friedrich t But Saxony will nbt; Polish Majesty, not him¬ 
self suffering hunger, is obstinate as the decrees of Fate (or as 
sheep, when too much put upon), regardless of considerations; 
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—and, in fine, here is Browne actuaiiy afoot; coining to relieve 
Polish Majesty!—The Austrians had uncommonly bestirred 
thems^ves: 

The the zeal of all ranks, ever since this expedition into 

Saxony, and chUching of Saxony by the throat, pontemporory fit¬ 
nesses declare lo liavc l)eeD extraordinary. * Horses for Ficcolomiia’s 
‘ Cavalry,—they had*acarcc!y gjjt their horses, not to speak of train- 
' ing them, not lo speak of cannon and the heavier requisites, when 

* Schwerin began marching out of Glatz orl PIccoloroint. As to the 
' cannon for llruwno and him, draugbt-cattie seem absolutely unpro* 
' cumble. Whereupon Maria P'heresa fiings open her own Imperial 
‘ Studs : There, yoke these to our cannon; let them go their swift* 

* cst ;^'~which awoke such an enthusiasm, that noblemen and pea* 

* sauts ci\)wd(Hl forwaid wilh their coach-horses and their cart-horses, 
' to K'lny l»rovvne, nil through Bohemia, nt difierenl stages; and the 

* cannon and equipments move to their places at the gallop, in a man* 
*ncr/^—and even Browne, at the base of the Mclal Mountains, has 
got most of his equipments. And is astir towards Pima (Army of 
60,000, rumour says), fur relief of the Saxon martyrs, Friedri^’s 
complexities are getting day by day more stringent. 

From the middle of September, Marshal Keith, as was ob* 
served, with Half of the Prussians, Duke Ferdinand of Bruns¬ 
wick under him, has been on the Bohemian slope of the Metal 
Mountains ; securing the roads, towns and passes thereabouts, 
and looking-out for the advance of Marshal Browne from*the 
interior parts. Town of Aussig, and the River-road (Castle of 
Tctschcn, on its high rock known to Tourists, which always 
needs to be taken on such occasions), these Keith has secured. 
Lies encamped from Pcterswalde to Aussig, the middle or main 
strength of him being in the Hamlet of Johnsdorf (discoverable, 
if readers like): there ^icstKchb, fifteen miles in length ; like 
a strap, or bar, thrown across the back of that Metal-Mountain 
•.Ranged—or part of Us back ; for the fenge is very broad, and 
there is much inequality, and man;^ roughs, big and little, 
partial and general, in the crossing of it. A tract which my 
readers and I have crossed before now, by the Pascopol” or 
Post-road and otherwise; and shall oftec have to cross 1 

Browne, vigorously astir in the interior (cani^n and equip¬ 
ments conflng by relays at such a pace), is da% advancing, 
with his best speed : in the^ast days of September, Browne 
is encamped at Budin; may cross the Eger River any day,' 
and will then be within two marches of Keith* Hjs mtentionf 

^ Archcabokz, L 84. 




towards Pima Country are fixed and sure; but the plan or 
route be will take is unknown to everybody, and indeed* to 
Browne himself, till he see near at hand and consider, Browne’s 
problem, he himself knows, is abundantly abstruse,—bordering 
on the impossible; but he will try his best. T 9 g€t within 
re^ch of the Saxons is almost impossible to Browne, even were 
there no Keith there. As good as impoisible altogether^ by 
any line of march, while Keith ^ afoot in those parts. By 
Aussig, down the River, straight for the interior of their Camp, 
it is flatly ijnpossible: by the south or south-east corner of their 
Camp (Gottlcubc way), or by the Borth-east (by Schandau way, 
right bank of Elbe), it is virtually so,—at least without beating 
Keith. Could one beat Keith, indeed;—but that will not be 
easy t And that, unluckily, is the preliminary to everything. 

* By the liellendorMIenneradorf side, in the wastes where Gott- 
^ leube Brook gathers itself, Browne might have a chance. There, on 
Mhat sou ill'east comer of their Camp, were he once there to at lack 

* the Prussians from without, while (he Saxons burst-up from within, 

' -^there,’ thinks a good judge, *is much the favourablest place. But 
'unless Browne’s Army bad wings, how is it ever to get there? 
' Across those Metal-Mountniu ranges, baned Ly Keith by Aussig, 

* with the rocks overhanging Kibe River and liim, he cannot go in 

* any case. Were there no Keith, indeed (but there always is, stand- 
^ ing ready on the spring), one might hold to leftward^ and by stolen 

* mf rcbes, swifi, far round about— I 

* By Schandau region, north side of the Elbe, is Browne’s easiest, 
‘ and indeed one feasible, point of approach,—no Prussians at pre- 

* sent between him and that; the road open, though a far circuit 
^ northward for Browne,—were be to cross the Kibe in Leitmeriu 

* circle, and march with velocity? That too will be difficult,—nearly 
‘ impossible in sight of Keith. And were that even done, the egress 
‘ for the Saxons, by Schandau hidf, y through strait mountain- 
‘ gorges, intricate steep passes, crossings of the Eii>e: what force of 
‘ Saxems or of Austiians will drive the Pnissians from their vedpubts 
‘ and batteries there ?’• ^ 

Browne’s problem is ifbne of the feasiblest: but his orders are 
strict, ** Relieve the Saxons, at all risks.” And Browne, one of the 
ablest soldiers living (‘‘Your Imperial Majesty’s best general,” said 
the dying KJ^venhuiilr long since], will do his utmost upon it. 
Friedrich does not think the enterprise very dangerous,—beating of 
Keith the indispensable preliminary to it; but will naturally himself 
go look into it. ^ e 

Tuesday September a 8tb, Friedrich quits Pima Country by 

* (Ewru <U FrMrUt hr. 93* 
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iht Prag Highway ; making due inspection of his Posts as he 
go^ aJong; and, the outmost of these once past, drives rapidly 
up the Mountains: gets, with small escort, through Fetersh 
walde^on to Johnsdorf that night. Does not think this Keith 
position^oed ; breaks-up this ‘Camp of Johnsdorf" bodily next 
morning; and marches down the Mountains, direct towards 
Browne; who, we hear, is about crossing the Eger (bis P8n* 
toons now come at last), arud ^iH himself be on the advance. 
From Tiirmitz, a poor mountain hamlet in the hollow of the 
Hills, which is headquarters that night, the march proceeds 
again ; Friedrich with the %jaiiguard ; Army, I thinic, on vat> 
ous country •roads, on both hands; till all get upon the Great 
Road Again,—Prag*T6pIit2*Dresden Post-road; which is called, 
specially in this part of it, and loosely in whole, '‘The Pasco- 
pol/' and leads down direct to Budin and Browne. 

' A “Pascopol’’ famed in military annals, ‘ says our Tourist. ' It 
‘ is a road with many windings, many precipitous sweeps of up and 
‘ clown ; road precipitous in structureoffers views to the lover of 
' wild Kature: huge lonesome Hills scattered in the distance; waste 
‘ expan«;es nearer hand, and futile aUempts at moorish agriculture; 
' but little else that is comfortable. In times of Peace, you will 
‘ meet, at long intervals some post-vehicle struggling forward under 
‘ melancholy circumstances; some cart, or dilapidated mongrel be- 
' tween cart and basket, with a lean ox harnessed to it, and scarecrow 
‘ driver, laden with pit-conl,—which you wish safe home, and <hat 
* the scarecrow were getting wanned by it. But in War-time the 
' steep road is livelier; the common Invasion road belween Saxony 
' anti Bohemia ; whole Armies sweeping over it, and their thousand- 
' fold wagons .and noises making clangour enough.' ^ ^ ‘One of 
‘ those Hollow's, on the Poscopol, is Joachimsthal, with its old Silver 
' Mines; yielding coins which were in request witli traders, the silver 
' being hue. "Let my ducattfce a Joachimsthal one, then!” the old 
' trader would say: ^^s,J*)ackifnithal-er;^^ or, for brevity, a 
‘ whencq Thaler^ and at last Dollar (almighty and otherwise),—now 
^goihg round the world I' Pascopol finisl^ in Welmina Township. 
' From the last hamlet in Wdmma, at theineck of the last 'Hill, step 
‘ down ward one mile, holding rather to the left, you will come on 
‘ the innfxent Village of Lobositz, its poor coni-mUIs and huckster- 
‘ shops all peaceably unknown as yet, which ^ soon become very 
‘ famous.’ 

The Coiintry-roads where Friedrich’s Army is«>n march, I 
should think are mostly on the%ounting hand. For here, from 
Tiirmitz, is a trough again; though the last considerable one; 

7 Sasching, ErdUKhrtibnni, v. 17$. 
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aod on the c^t of that, we shall look down upon the Bolie* 
mian Plains and the grand Basin of the Elbe,—through var^us 
scrubby villages which are not nameworthy; through one called 
Kletdc^Qi which for a certain reason is. Crossing the^ shoul¬ 
der of Kletscbenberg (/f///of this Kletschen), which^bg^ts upon 
the Pascopolf-^yonder in bright sunshine isyour beautiful expan* 
si^ Basin of the Elbe, and the green Bohemian Plains, revealed 
for a moment. Friedrich snatgbes his glass, not with pic¬ 
turesque object: See, yonder is Feldmarschall Browne, then! 
In camp yonder, down by Lobositz, not ten miles ^om us/'-— 
(it is mosf true; Browne marched this morning, long before 
the Sun; crossed Eger, and pitched camp at noon):—Good !'* 
thinks Priedrtch. And pushes down into the Pascopol, into 
the hollows and minor troughs, which hide Browne henceforth, 
till we are quite near. 

Quite near, through Welmina and a certain dnal gap of the 
Hills, Friedrich with the vanguard does emerge, * an hour be¬ 
fore sunsetoverhanging Browne ; not above a mile from the 
Camp of Browne. A very large Camp, that of Browne's, 
flanked to right by the Elbe; goes from Sulowitz, through Lo- 
bositr, to Welboten close on Elbe;—and has properties ex¬ 
tremely well worth studying just now! • Friedrich,' the Books 
say, ^bivouacks by a Are of sticks,* short way down on the 
southern slope of the Hill ; and till sunset and after, has eye¬ 
glass, brain, and faculties and activities sufficiently occupied 
for the rest of the night;—his Divisions gradually taking post 
behind hist, under arms; ' not till midnight, the very rear¬ 
most of them/^ 


CHAPTEI^V^ 


BAJTLE OF LOBOSITZ. 

Welmwa,— or R^hni-Aujest, last pertinent of Welmina 
(but we will take Friedridh's name for it), offers to the scrutin¬ 
ising eye nothing, in our day, but some bewildered memory of 
" Ahe Frits" clinginj^bstinately even to the Peasant mind there¬ 
abouts. A sl^y litteryplace; some biggish haggard untrimmed 


*.'Tn^iday September, left iht C^iRp at SedOtf, with S bat^Uons soseiia<l- 
^roQs, to JoliDSoerf: ^th, to Tttraui«,—Browne is to pass the £^r tomorrow. 

* From the tope of the Paiicop<^ (^h), 4eAn Austrian Camp in the Plain of Lobo* 

* uu. Vanfuard blvouacks in the *'neck" of the two Hills or a liute beyond.' 

Accent ^CamMipi 1756 (in OmmmfUf Nachrichttn, i. 344-45, 840* 
Is3) ; Anonymeui of Hambuif:: 
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treeSp some brokcn-backed slaepy 4 ookmg thatched houses, not 
in domact, and each as far as might be with its back turned on 
the other, and cloaked in its own litter and privacy. Probably 
no human creature will be visible, as you pass through« Much 
straw Ijfe/about, chiefly where the few gaunt trees look down 
on it (cattle glad of any shelter): in fact, it is mainly an 
tinct tumult of stra&v; nothing alive, as you pass, but a ^w 
poor oxen languidly sauntcrftg up and down, finding much to 
trample, little to eat. The Czech Populations (were it not for 
that “Question of the Nationalities’*) are not very beautiful I 

Close south of this poor«Hamlet is a big Hill, conspicuous 
with three peaks ; quite at the other base of which, a good way 
down, lies Lobositz, the main Village in those parts; a place 
now of assiduous corn'mill and fruit trade: and one of the 
stations on the Dresden-Prag Railway. This Hill is what 
Lloyd calls the Loboschtwin to which, only flatter, is Lloyd's 
'Homolka Hill' (Hill of Itadostitz in more rngdern Plans and 
Books). Conspicuous Heights, and important to us here,— 
though I did not find the Peasants much know them under 
those names. By the southern shoulder of this Lobosch Hill 
runs the road from Wclmina to Lobositz, with branches towards 
many other villages. To your right or southern hand, short 
way southward, rises the other Hill, which Lloyd calls Ho* 
motka Hill; the gap or interval between Homolka and Lobosch, 
perhaps a furlong in extent, is essentially the pass through those 
uplands. This pass, Friedrich, at the first moment, made sure 
of; filling the same with battalions, there to bivouack. He 
likewise promptly laid hold of the two Hills, high Lobosch to 
his left, and lower Holmoika to right; which precautionary 
measure it is rcckoncc^a &ult in Browne to have neglected, 
that ni^ht; fault for which he smartec^on the morrow. 

From this upland pass, or neck between the two Mountains, 
Friedrich's battalions would have had a fine view, had the 
morning shone for them: Lobositz, Leitmeritz, Melnick; a great 
fertile Valley, or expanse of fruitful cofctry, ni^ny miles in 
breadth and length ; Elbe, like a silver stripe, winding grandly 
through th^ finest of ail his countries, before dufking himself 
into the rock^tumuits ofiha^Pirna district. The mountam 


' 1 Miioi-Gct^eral Lloyd, lluiery fi/tht UU H^ar tn Grrmofty, iriS-xns (s 
4to, hondott, T;di), I ••xx. 
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gorges of Prag and Moldau River, south of Melnick, lie hidden 
under the horizon, or visible only as peaks, thirty miles 
more to south-eastward; a bright country intervening, sprinkled 
*with steepled towns. To north-westward, far aw^, ate the 
Lausitz Mountains, ranked in loose order, but massive,taking 
a Wnd of range: and as outposts to them in their scattered 
state, Hills of good height and aspect are %cattered all about, 
and break the uniformity of the I^in. Nowhere in North Ger¬ 
many could the Prussian battalions have a finer view,—if the 
morning wtre fine, and if views were their object. 

The morning, first in October,*was not fine; and it was far 
other than scenery that the Prussian battalions had in hand 1 
—Friday i st October 1756, Day should have broken: but wliere 
is Day? At seven in the morning (and on till eleven), thick 
mist lay over the plain; thin fog to the very hilltops; so that 
you cannot see a hundred yards ahead. Lobositz is visible only 
as through a crape; farther on, nothing but gray sea; under 
which, what the Austrians are doing, or whether there are any 
Austrians, who can say? Leftward cn the Lobosch-Hill side, 
as we reconnoitre, some Pandours are noticeable, nestled in 
the vineyards there :—that sunward side of the Lobosch is all 
vineyards, belonging to the different Lobositzers; scrubby vine¬ 
yards, all in a brown plucked state at this season. Vineyards 
parted by low stone walls, say tlirec or four feet high (parted 
by hurdles, or by tiny trenches, in our day, and the stone walls 
mere stone facings): there are the Pandours crouched, and give 
fire in a kneeling posture when you approach. Lower down, 
near Lobositz itself, fiickerings as of Horse squadrons, pro¬ 
bably Hussar parties, twinkle du^ous in the wavering mist.' 
Problem wrapt in mist; nothing to bl seen; and all depends 
on judging it with accuracy I Seven by the clock : Deploy, 
at any rate; let us our post; and be in readiness fer 

events. ♦ 

Friedrich's vanguard of itself nearly fills that neck, or space 
between the Lobosj^ and Homolka Hills.^ He spreads his 
Infantry ah® ‘hundred fieldpieces,' in part, rightwards along 
the Homol 1 |^ Hill; but chiefly leftwards along the Loboscb, 
where their nearest duty is to dfive-off those Pandours. Always 
as a new battalion, pushing farther leftward, comes upon its 
ground, the Pandours give fire on it; and it on the Pandours; 

* Skeirii •f Plan, 76 a, 
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till the Left Wing is complete, and all the Lobosch is,, in this 

mariner, a crackling of Pandour musketry and anti-musketty. 

Right Wing, steady to its guns on the Homolka, has as yet 

nothing to do. Those wings of Infantry are two lines deep ; 

the CavKlry, in three lines, is between them in the centre; no 

room for Cavalry elsewhere, except on the outskirts some fri^- 

ing of light horse, So be ready for emergencies. 

The Pandour tiring, except for the noise of it, does not 
amount to much; they can take no aim, says Lloyd, crouching 
behind their stone fences; and the Prussian Battalioasi steadily 
pushing downwards, trample^out their sputtering, and clear the 
Lobosch of them to a safe distance. But the ground is intri¬ 
cate, so wrapt in mist for the present. That crackling lasts 
for hours ; decisive of nothing; and the mist also, and one's 
anxious guessings and scrutinisings, lasts in a wavering fitful 
manner. 

Once, for some time, in the wavering of the mist, there was 
seen, down in the plain opposite our centre, a body of Cavalry. 
Horse for certain: say ten squadrons of them, or t,500 Horse; 
continually manoeuvring, changing shape; now in more ranks, 
now in fewer; sometimes * chequerwise,* formed like a draught¬ 
board; shooting-out wings: they career about, one sees not 
whither, or vanish again into the mist behind. Browne's 
rearguard this, that we are come upon," thinks Friedrich; 
" these squatted Pandours, backed by Horse, must be his rear¬ 
guard, that arc amusing us: Browne and the Army are off ; 
crossing the Elbe, hastening towards the Schandau, the Pima 
quarter, while we stand bickering and idly sputtering heref— 
Weary of such idle business, Friedrich orders forward Twenty 
of his Squadrons from the centre station; '^Chaige me those 
Austrian Horse, and let us finish this." The Twenty Squadrons, 
preceded by a pair of fieldpieces, down hill; stprm-in 

upon the Austrian party^ storm it furiously into the mist; are 
furiously chasing it,—when une^qiected cannon-batterieS, de¬ 
structive case-shot, awaken on their left flank (batteries from 
Lobositz, one may guess); and force tbedf to dr^ back. To 
draw back, with some loss ; and rank s^ain, in an indignantly 
blown condition, at the foot of their Hill. Ind^nant; ^ter 
brief breathing, they try it once more. 

Don't try it!" Friedrich bad sent out to tell them: for the 
mist was deariqg; and Friedrich, on the higher ground, saw 
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sew importasf phenomena: but it was too late. For the 
Twenty Squadrons are again dashing forward; sweeping-d^wn 
whatever is before them: in spite of cannon-voileys^ they plunge 
deeper and deeper into the mist; come upon ditcli^weive 
feet broad' (big swampy drain, such as are still i9un11 there, 
grass*green in summer-time); clear said ditch; forward still 
dedper into the mist: and after three hundred yards, come upon 
a second far worse 'ditch;' plainly impassable this one,— 
''ditch" they call it, though it js in fact a vile sedgy Brook, 
oozing along there (the Morell Bach^ considerable Brook, lazily 
wandering towards Lobositz. whci^ it disembogues in rather 
swifter fashion);—and are saluted with cannon, from the farther 
side; and see serried ranks under the gauze of mist: Browne's 
Army, in fact 1 The Twenty Squadrons have to recoil out of 
shot-range, the faster the better; with a loss of a good many 
men, in those two charges. Friedrich orders them up Hill 
again; much regretful of this second cliarge, which he wished 
to hinder; and posts them to rearward,—where they stand si¬ 
lent, the unconscious stoic-philosophers in buff, and have little 
farther service through the rest of the day. 

It is now I j o'clock; the mist all clearing off; and Fried¬ 
rich, before that second charge, bad a growing view of the Plain 
and its condition. Beyond question, there is Browne; not in 
retreat, by ^ny means; but in full array; numerous, and bis 
position very strong. Ranked, unattackable mostly, behind 
that oozy Brook, or Bach of Morell; which has only two narrow 
Bridges, cannon plenty on both: one Bridge from (he south 
parts to Sulowitz (pur road to Sulowitz and it would be by 
Radostitz and the Homolka); and then one other Bridge, con¬ 
necting Sulowitz with Lobositz,—wMcb^atter is Browne's own 
Bridge, uniting right wing and left of Browne, so to speak; and 
is still more unattackabft, in the circumstances. Wh^ will» 
Friedrich decide on attempting? 

That oozy Morell Brook issues on Browne's side of Lobo¬ 
sitz, cutting Browne in two; but is otherwise all in Browne's 
favour. Browne ext^ds through Lobositz ; and beyond it, 
curves up to Welhoten on the River-brink; at Lobositz are 
visible considgrable redoubts, cannon-batteries and Auch regu¬ 
lar infantry. Browne will be'difficult to force yonder, in the 
Lobosita part; luit yonder alone can he be tried. He is push- 
ing-up more Infantry that way; conscious probably of that fact, 
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~and that the Lobosch Hill is not his, but aB 6 ther’s. W^t 
woijld not Browne now give for the Loboech Hilli Yesternight 
he might have had it gratis, in a manner; and indeed did try 
slightlv, with his Pandour people (durst not at greater expense), 
—now ceased sputtering, and cower extinct in the 
lower vineyards there. Browne, at any rate, is rapidly sirengtb* 
ening his right wine, which has hold of Lobositz; pushing 
ward in that quarter,—where the Brook withal is of firmer 
bottom and more wadeable. Thither too is Friedrich bent. So 
that Lobositz is now the key of the Battle; there will the tug 
of war now be. • 

Friedrich's chivalry is gone ail to rearward. His right wing 
holds the Homolka Hill,—that too would now be valuable to 
Browne ; and cannot be had gratis, as yesternight I Friedrich's 
left wing is on the Lobosch; Pandours pretty well extinct be¬ 
fore it, but now from Welhoten quarter new Regulars coming on 
thither,^as if Browne would still take the Lobosch ? Whicli 
would be victory to him; but is not now possible to Browne. 
Nor will long seem so;—Friedrich having other work in view 
for him;—meaning now to take Lobositz, instead of losing 
the Lobosch to him 1 Friedrich pushes out his Left Wing still 
farther leftward, leftward and downward withal, to clear those 
vineyard-fences completely of their occupants, Pandour or Regu¬ 
lar, old or new. This is done; the vme)*ard-fences swept 
and the sweepings driven, in a more and more stormy fashion, 
towards Welhoten and Lobositz; the Lobosch falling quite 
desperate for Browne. 

Henceforth Friedrich directs all his industry to taking Lobo- 
sitz ; Browne, to the defending of it, which he does with great 
vigour and fire ; his batte^'es, redoubts, doing their uttermost, 
and his battalions rushftg on, mass of them after mass, at quick 
^m^chf obstinate, fierce to a degree, ift the height of temper; 
and showing such fight as we never hfiC of them before. Fried¬ 
rich’s Left Wing and Browne's Right^now have it to decide be¬ 
tween themany attempt Browne makes with his Left through 
Sulowitz (as he oticc did. and once only^is instantly repressed 
by cannon from the Homolka Hill. And the rc^ of the Battle, 
or rather tke Battle itself,—for all hitherto has b|pn pickeering 
and groping in the mist ,—n ay be made conceivable in few 
words. 

^riedrich orders the second line of his Left Wing to n\wh 
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up and join the first; Right^ing, shoving tis two lines 
into one, is now to cover the Lobosch as well. Left Win^^ in 
condensed condition, shall fall down on Lobositz, .and do its 
best. They are now clear of the vineyard-works ; the ground 
is leveller, though still sloping,—a three furlongs fsomrme Vil¬ 
lage, and somewhat towards the Elbe, when Browne's battalions 
fii)t came extensively to close grips; fierce enough (as was 
said); the toughest wrestle yet^ad with those Austrians,— 
coming on with steady fury, under such force of cannon; with 
iron ramrods too, and improved ways, like our own. But no* 
thing could avail them; the coun(er-fury being so great. They 
bad to go at the Wclhoten part, and even to run,-^plunging 
into Elbe, a good few of them, and drowning there, in the vain 
hope to swim. ** Never have my troops/' says Friedrich, done 
** such miracles of valour, cavalry as well as infantry, since I 
had the honour to command them. By this dead-lift achieve- 
** ment (tour d4 force) I have seen what they can do/'^ 

In fine, after some three hours more of desperate tugging 
and struggling, cannon on both sides going at a great rate, and 
infinite musketry (* ninety cartridges a man on our Prussian 
side, and ammunition falling done*), not without bayonet-push¬ 
ings, and smitings with the butt of your musket, the Austrians 
are driven into Lobositz; are furiously pushed there, and, in 
spite of new battalions coming to the rescue, are fairly pushed 
through. These Village-streets are too narrow for new bat¬ 
talions from Browne; * much of the Village should have been 
burnt beforehand,* say cool judges. And now, sure enough, it 
does get burnt; Lobositz is now all on fire, by Prussian indus¬ 
try. So that the Austrians have to quit it instantly; and rush 
off in great disorder; key of the or Battle itself, quite 

lost to them. 

The Prussian infant^, led by the Duke of Brimswicfe-B^ciji 


^ Letter to Sctiwenn^ * Lobo^t^ id August 170' (netausw, 1 . 64); Relation de 
la Cam^Offne 17^ that is, rnuetaa Account (in C^fomme/ic Naekrickten)^ i. 84S. 
lioy^ ui cuprii, i s-zi (who has solid informatioo ac hand, haviitg been sm 
nbttv in rhnse Wart A man of great Ofttutal sagacity aad insi,ght; JccitJeUly lumi¬ 
nous end origuuiL ihoiighi^soBiewliat crabboU temper now ami then : a man well 
worth hoonng oAhis and no whatever else ho handles I. 'I'empeihof, GesekirAu dr'> 
Hritgts (wbteb k at Srst a mere I'nn&lation ol Llwd, nothing now 
In it buz cettaJoJiMea and ciitici^ms on Lloyd; when Lloyd ends, tt'empolhof, rni«- 
siiA liidor aadTrofeMor, a leaned iafoilment, but dUTuse man, of far iufcnortaleiic 
W Doyd. eoatlQuet ami coopleiae oa hit owu footing: very thin 4lo», Ucrlia, 

1* A (Bottle, withyoaf.flMer), tod ib. 51 <cr’i>/Wr«r of Lloyd 1. F^ssian mid 
AuRritt AcoooMi in fUldan’CatekkkU^ itl b'oo et teq. Many Narmthres iu 
and tb« Baylatt to Seyiirth; Igb. Ac. 
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{“ Governor, of Stettin,*' one of the Uuke-Ferdinand cousiniy, 
frugal and valiant), gave the highest satisfaction ; seldom was 
such firing, such furious pushing; they had spent ninety cart- 
ridges ^ uian; were at last quite out of cartridges ; so that 
Beven^ia^ to say, ** Strike-in with bayonets, matfU Kinder; 
butt-ends, or what we have ; luran r Our Grenadiers were 
mainly they that bu^At Lobosiu. ' How salutary now would it 

* have been,' says Epimetheift Lloyd, ' had Browne had a small 
^ battery on the other side of the Elbe ;* whereby be might 
have taken them in flank, and shorn them into the wind t £pi« 
metheus marks this battery on his Plan ; and is wise behind* 
hand, at a cheap rate. 

• 

Browne's Right Wing, and probably his Amy with it, would 
have gone much to perdition, now that Lobositt was become 
Prussian,—had not Browne, in the nick of the moment, made 
a masterly movement: pushed forward his Centre and Left 
Wing, numerous battalions still fresh, to interpose between the 
chasing Prussians and those fugitives. The Prussians, infantry 
only, cannot chase on such terms; the Prussian cavalry, we 
know, is far rearward on the high ground. Browne retires a 
mile or two,—southward, Budin-ward,—not chased; and there 
halts, and re-arranges himself; thinking what farther he will 
do. His aim in flghting had only been to defend himself; ^nd 
in that humble aim he has failed. Chase of the Prussians over 
that Homolka-Lobosch country, with the high grounds rear¬ 
ward and the Metal Mountains in their hands, he could in no 
event have attempted 

The question now is: Will he go back to Budin; or will be 
try farther towards Sch?ndSu ? Nature points to the former 
course, in such circumstances ; Friedrich, by way of assisting, 
does a fhtng much admired by Lloyd ^^detacbes Bevem with 
a strong party southward, out of Lo^sits, which is now his, 
to lay hold of Tschirskowitz, lying Budin-ward, but beyond the 
Budin Road, Which feat, when Browne hears of it, means to 
him, Going to cut me off from Budin, thef^ ? From my ammu¬ 
nition-stores, from my very bread^pboard 1 " Ana he matches 
that same fhidnight, silently, in good orderl ba& to Budin* 
He is not much ruined; nay the Prussian loss is numerically 
greater : ' 3i3o8 killed and wounded, on the Prussian side; on 

* the i)p6trian, 2,984, with three cannon taken and two stand- 
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* ards/ No( ruiaed at all; but foiled, ihistrated; and has to de¬ 
vise earnestly, What next ?’* Once rearranged, he may still try. 

The Battle lasted seven hours ; the last four of it very hot, 
till Lobositz was won and lost. It was about 5 F.^^wben 
Browne fired his retreat-cannon:—cannon bappftiea to be 
loaded (say the Anecdote-Books, mythically given now and 
tbA); Friedrich, wearied enough, had flugg himself into his 
carriage for a moment’s rest, or tlpinkful reflection ; and of all 
places, the ball of the retreat<annon lighted ^here. Between 
Friedrich’s feet, as he lay reclining,—say the Anecdote-Books, 
whom nobody is bound to believe^ 

On the strength of those two Prussian charges, which had 
retired from case-shot on their flank, and had not wings, for 
getting over sedge and ooze, Austria pretended to claim the 
victory. Two chaises repelled by our gallant horse ; Lobo¬ 
sitz, indeed, was got on fire, and we had nothing for it but to 
withdraw; but we took a new position, and only left that for 
want of waterwith the like excuses. Essentially a clear 
victory/* said the Austrians ; and sang Te^dewn about it;—but 
profited nothing by that piece of melody. The fact, consider¬ 
able or not, was, from the first, too undeniable: Browne beaten 
from the field. And beaten from his attempt too (the Saxons 
not relievable by this method); and lies quiet in Budin again, 
—with bis water sure to him; but what other advantages 
gained ? 

Here are two Letters, brief both, which we may as well 
road: 

1®. Friedrich io Wilhelmina (at Baireuth). 

* Lobositz, 4th October >756. 

* My dear Sister,—Y our will is ^cc^plished. Tired out by 

* these Saxon delays, I put myself at the be^ of my Army of Bohemia’ 
(Keith’s hitherto); ^ and inarched from Au&sig to*~a Nam^ which 

* seamed to me of good m^^ry, being youis,—to the Village of WeM 

* mina’ (Battle was called ef^Wtlmina, by the Prussians at first). ^ I 

* found the Austrians here, near Lobositz; and, after a fight of seven 

* hours, fi^rced them to run. Nobody of your acquaintance is killed, 

* except Generals and CBrsen* (who are not of ours). 

' I returu a thousand thanks {<a the tender part you take in 

* my lot. Wo^d to Heaven the valour of my Army mtgh^ procure ua 

* A stable Peaeft That ought to be |^e aim of War. Adieu, my dear 

* Sister; I embrace you tenderiy, assuring you of the lively afiecdon 

* with which 1 am’—‘ F.** 

r iCStftfru, axTii. 1. 991. 
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2\ Prince of Prussia to VcU<ni (who is still at Berlin, but soon 
•going as it proves, — Brog]io*s explosion at the Lines of 
Gross-Sedlicz being on hand, during the King^s absence, in 
thfse very hours^). 

> ^ * Cimp of Lobodu, $\h October 2756. 

‘ You will know tlie news of the day; aod I am persuaded joa 
‘ take part in it. All you &ay to me betokens the conspiracy Ihcfe is 

* for the destruction of our Cou^t^. If that is detennin^ in the Book 

* of Fate, we cannot escape it. ^ 

^ Had my advice been asked, a year ago, I should have voted to 

* preserve the Alliance* (with wu) ^which we had been used to for six- 

* teen years* (strictly fur tw clvcf though in substance ever since 1740), 

* and which was by nature advantageous to us. But if my advice were 

* asked just now, I sliould anssrer, That the said method being now 

* impossible, wc nrc in the case of a ship’s captain who defends 
’ himself the best he con, and when ail resources are exhausted, has, 
‘ rather than surrender on shameful conditions, to hre the powder- 
' magazine, and blow-up his ship. You remember that of your 
‘ Franjois l.'—Fors rhonnetir; ah yes, very well!—* Perhaps it will be 

* my poor Children wlio will be the victims of these past errors/—for 
such 1 still think them, I for my part. 

’ The Gazettes enumerate the French troops tliat are to besiege 

* Wesei, Gcldem’ (Wesel they will get gratis, poor Geldemwill ahnost 
break their heart first), *and take possession of Ost•Friesland; the 
‘ Russian Declaration* (Manifesto not worth reading) * tedb us Russia's 
’ intentions for the next year’ (most tniailent intentions): ‘ we will de- 
' fend ourselves to the last drop of our blood, and perish with honour. 

* If you liavo any counsel farther, I pray you give it me. 

* Remain always my friend; and believe that in all situations I will 
^ remain y(H^^^; and trying to ilo what niy duty is, will not forfeit the 
‘ sentiments on your part which have been so precious to me. Your 

* servant,—GUI LLAUMis.** 

’ Pity this good Princec contemplating the downfall of his 

* House/ suggests Valfei: ‘He deserved a better fate t He 

* would be in despair to think I had fent this Letter to your 
pfxcellency ; but I thought periups^^u would show it to the 

‘ King,*—and that it might do good one day.® The Prussians 
lay in their “‘Camp of Lobositz,** posted up and down in that 
neighbourhood, for a couple of weeks tnf re ; waiting whether 
Browne would attempt anything farther in the^ghting way; 
and, in hn^ whether the solution of the crisis ^ould fall-out 
hereabouts, or on the other side of the Hills. 

^ *5tb.SUx Oetober' (Valori, u. 353). * Vjilori, iL •04-sea 

^ valori tto the French Mioiscer, ‘ xalb October 2756*), fi. so#. 
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^THE SAXONS GET OUT OP PIRNA OK DISMAL TERMS. 

The disaster of October ist,—for which they were tiding to 
sing at Vienna,—fell heavier on the poSr ^ix.ons, 

in their cage at Pirna : ‘'Alas, where is our ddiverance now? ' 
Frfcdrich's people, in their lines here, gave^them such a “joy¬ 
firing” for Lobositz as Retzow hy seldom heard; huge vol- 
leyings, salvoings, running-fires, starting out, artistically 
timed and stationed, thunderous, high ; and borne by the 
echoes, gloomily reverberativc, in^o every dell and labyrinth 
of the Pima Country;—intended to strike a deeper damp into 
them, thinks he.^ But Imperial Majesty was mindful, too; 
and straightway sent Browne positive order, Deliver me 
these poor Saxons at any price T And in the course of not 
quite a iveelc from Lobositz, there arrives a confidential Mes¬ 
senger from Browne: “ Courage still, ye caged Saxons ; I 
will try it another way! Only you must hold-out till the i ith ; 
on the jith stand to your tools, and it shall be done." 

Browne is to take a succinct Detachment, 8,000 picked 
men, horse and foot; to make a wider sweep with these, well 
eastward by the foot of Lausitz Hills, and far enough from all 
P^ssian parties and scouts; to march, with all speed and 
silei>gc, * through Bdhm-Leipa, Kamnitz, Rumbuig, Schlucke- 
nau and come in upon the Schandau region, quite from 
the north-east side ; say, at Lkhtcnhayn ; an eligible Village, 
which is but seven miles or so from the Konigstcin, with the 
chasmy country and the river intervening. Monday October 
1 itb, Browne will arrive at Lichtenhayn (sixty miles of circling 
march from Budin ); privately post^iin^elf near Lichtenhayn; 
Prussian posts, of no great strength, lying ahead of him there. 
You, indignant extenuated Saxons, are to get yourselves aerq^s, ^ 
—near the Kdnigstein yf will have to be, under cover of the 
Kdnigstein’s cannon,—on^the front or riverward side of those 
same Prussian posts : crossing-place (Browne's Messenger 
settles) can be Thiir^sdorf Hamlet, opposite the Lilienstein, 
opposite the Hamlets of Ebcnheit and Halbstadt there. Kd- 
nigstein fire 9^1 cover your bridge and your buildiiig of it. 

“ Monday night next, I say# post yourselves there, with 
hearts resolute with powder dry; there, about the eastern 

R«Uov, L 6f. * Map, p. 76 41 . 
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roots of tbe Lillenstem" (beautiful Show Mount^n, with stair* 
5t«^>s cut on it for Tourist people, by August the Strong), 
“ and avoid the Prussian battery and abatis which is on it 
just n^w! You at Ebenheit, I at Lichtenhayn, trimmed and 
braced^ fol action, through that Monday night Tuesday 
morning, the Kbnigstein, at your beckoning, shall fire two 
cannon-shots; whjch shall-mean, ‘All ready here!' Tlfen 
forward, you, on those Prl^sian posts by the front; I will 
attack them by the rear. With right fury, both of us 1 I am 
told, they are but weak in those posts ; surely, by double im¬ 
petus, and dead-lift effort from us both, they can be forced? 
Only force them,—you are in the open field again; and you 
march away with me, colours flying; your hunger-cage and 
all your tribulations left behind you !"— 

This is Browne's plan. The poor Saxons accept,—what 
choice have they? —though the question of crossing and 
bridge-building has its intricacies; and that inevitable item 
of "postponement till the i ith" is a sore clause to them ; for 
not only arc there short and ever shorter rations, but grim 
famine itself is advancing with large strides. The ‘daily 
twenty ounces of meal’ has sunk to half that quantity; the 
‘ ounce or so of butcher's-meat once a week' has vanished, or 
become Aorse of extreme leanness. The cavalry horses have 
not tasted oats, nothing but bay or straw (not even water al¬ 
ways) ; the artillery horses had to live by grazing, brown 
leaves their main diet latterly. Not horses any longer ; but 
walking trestles, poor animals 1 And the men,—well, they 
are fallen pale; but they are resolute as ever. The nine 
corn-mills, which they have in this circuit of theirs, grind now 
night and day; and aj,’ thu cavalry are set to thresh whatever 
grain can be found about; no hind or husbandman shall re- 
.tain one sheaf: in this way, they ho^ utter hunger may be 
staved-off, and the great attempt 

Browne skilfully and perfectly did his part of the Adven¬ 
ture. Browne arrives punctually at Li<^tenhayn, evening of 
the I Ith; bivou^cks, hidden in the Woods thcrefbouts, in cold 
damp weather ; stealthily reconnoitres the Prussian Villages 
ahead, and trims himself for assault, at sound of the two can- 

* Pt 4 cu dt la Ritmiii fU tArm/f SaxpHM de Camf tU (lb Gitanh 

mHU tfachrichimt i 
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nons tomorrow. But there came no cannon-signal on the 
morrow ; &r other signallings and messagings tomorrow, ^nd 
next day, and next, from the K 5 nigstein and neighbourhood I 
Wait* Excellency Feldmarschall*' (writes Briihl to him, Note 
after Note, instead of signailing from the K 5 nigAeii^ : ** do 
wait a very little 1 You run no risk in waiting ; we, even if 
wS must yield, will make that our first sgpulation I” You 
will ?" grumbles Browne; and tlhits, naturally, with extreme 
impatience. But the truth is, the Adventure, on the Saxon 
side of it, has already altogether misgone; and becomes, from 
this point onwards, a mere ser^s of failures, futilities and 
disastrous miseries, tragical to think of. Worth some record 
here, since there are Documents abundant; —especially as 
Feldmarschall Rutowski (who is General-in-Chief, an old, 
esteemed, friend of ours) has produced, or caused to be 
produced, a Narrative, which illuminates the Business from 
within as well^ The latter is our main Document here : 

1 know not how much of the bboie was General Rutowski's: one 
could surmise some laxity of effort, and a rather slovenly survey of 
facts, in that quarter. The Enterprise, from the first, was flatly im¬ 
possible/ say judges; and it is certain, poor Kutowski's execution was 
not first-rate. '^How get across the Elbe?'* Kutowski had said to 
himself, perhaps not quite with the due rigour of candour proportionate 
to t^e rigorous fact: How get across the Kibe ? We have copper 
pontoons at Pima; but they will be difficult to cart. Or we might 
liave a boat-bridge; boats planked togciher two and two. At Pirna 
are plenty of boats; and by oar and track-ropc, the River itself might 
be a road for them ? Boats or pontoons to Kbnigstein, by water or 
land, they must be got Eight miles of abysmal roads, our horses all 
exteuuat^ ? Impossible to cart these pontoons V' said Rutowski- to 
himself.-—Pity he had not tried it 1^ had a week to do those eight 
bad miles in; and a,ooo lean horses, pickfhg grass or brown leaves, 
while their riders threshe^ ** We will drag our pontoons by water, 
by the Elbe tow-path,” ^ught Rutowski, *‘that will be eXsi^”-«r 
and forthwith sets about p^paring for it, secretly collecting boats at 
Fima, steersman, towing<meo, bridge-tackle and what dse will be 
necessary. 

Rutowski rruide, least, no delay. £rowne*s messenger, we find, 

had come to Mm, * Inursday yth and on Friday night Rutowski has 

a squad of bMtxnen, steersmen and two score of towing peasants ready; 

and actually ^ts under way. Th^ are escorted by the%ue battalions 

with fieldpieces;—who are to fire^upon the Prussian batteries, and 

^ J*ricU, &C. (just Gated); compare Tagthteh {UrEinteMiuuuHiatfSdckHschem 
Pirmt (* Diary,* &c., which is the Pruatiaa Account : m Sey&rth, 
inm), il ea-4fi. 
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kcep'Vp such a blaze of roosketry and hearier dot, as will screen the 
1 )oa^ Id parsing. Surely a ticklish operation, this arguing a sen* 
gui^e temper in (leneral Rulowskil Tite south bank of the River Is 
ours; but there are various Prussian batteries^ three of them very 
strong, V^lon^' the nf>rlh bank, which will not fail to pelt us terribly as 
wo pass. N<j help for it;-^wc must trust in luck! IIere is the sequel, 
with dates adjusted. ^ 

Elite Rh'cr^ October Zih’^h. Friday night, accordb^y, 

so soon as I>arkuc<s (unusuallyi^ark this night) has dropt her veil on 
the business, Kutowski sets-forth. The Prussian battery, or bridge* 
head at Pima, ha.s not noticed him, so silent was he. 

But, aluH, the otlier batteries do not fail to notice; to give fire; and, in 
fact, on being answered, and Arfcling it a serious thing, to burst out in¬ 
to horrible explosion; unanswerable by the Saxon fieldpieccs; and 
surely perilous to human nature steering and towing those big Kiver- 
Boats. “ Loyal to our King, and full of pity for him; that are wef' 
—but tov'ing at n rate, say of two shtlUogs per head! Before long, the 
forty towing peasants lling-down their ropes, first one, then more, then 
all, in spite uf efforts, promises, mcuaccs; and vanish among the 
thickets,—forfeiting the two shillings, on view of imminent deatli. 
Soldiers take (he lowing rot>e!i; try to continue it a little; but now 
the steersmen also manage to call halt: We won't! Let us out, iet 
us out I We will steer you aground on the Prussian shore if you 
don'tmaking n(;*hl hideous. And the lowing enterprise breaks-down 
for that bout; double-barges mooring on the Saxon shore, I know not 
precisely at what point, nor is it material. 

Saturday OUobcr 9/4-rofA, New boatmen, forty new bow¬ 

men have l>cen hired at imnieubc increase of wages; say four shillings 
for the night: but iuve you much good probalnlity, my General,* that 
even for that high guerdon imminence of death can be made indiiTerent 
to towmen? No, you haven’t. The matter goes this night pre¬ 
cisely os it did la*<t: towmen vani.sh!ng in the horrible cannon tumult; 
steersmen shrieking, “We will ground you on the Prussian shore;’' 
very soldiers obliged to ^v^at up; and Genera] Kutowski himself 
obliged to wash his haTid.^bf it, as a tiling that connof be done. In 
fact, a thing which need not have been t^ried, had Kutowski been 
cigo^ou^y candid with himself and his hopci* ^ the facts now prove to 
be. “ Twenty-four hours lost by this ba^ business” (sayr he; ‘ thirty- 
six,' as 1 county or, to take it rigorously, ‘forty-eight' even): and now, 
Sunday morning ir^tcad of I nday, at what, in sad truth, is metaphe^- 
cally “ the eleventh hour,” Kutov^kl has to b^^think him of his coj^er 
pontoons; and make the imjKissLble carting mediod pcAible in a d^s 
thne, or do worse. 

^^dity^^MouJavt October By unheard-^ exetUtms, all 

hands and all spent-horses now at a dead-life clFort night and dfty, Ru- 
towski docs get his ponioons carted out of the Pirna storebouse; knds 
that at Thunnsdotf,—opposite the LilleDsteio,~a mile or so short of 
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Konigsteln, whtre his Bridge shall bll It is now t^e nth, at night 
And our pontoons are got to the ground, nothing more. ETcr7^an 
of us, at this hour, should have been across, and trimming hims^ to 
clhnb, with bayonet ftaed! Browne is ready, expecting our signal-shot 
to storm«in on his side. And our bridge is not built, gulyytbe pon¬ 
toons hei-e. ‘ All things went pcrvers>e,* adds Rutowski, for iatlher 
comfort: *we’ (Saxon Home-Army) 'had with us, except Ofheers, 

' dhly Four PMitoneers, or trained Bridge-buili^rs; all the rest are at 
' Warsaw:’ sad thought, but too laMo think it! 

Tuesday^ till Wednesday early Bridge, the four Pon- 

loneers, with Officers and numb soldiers doing their best, is got built; 
•^Browne waiting for us, on thorns, alt day; Prussians extensively be¬ 
ginning to strei^then their posts, ahoUi the Lilienstein, about Lichten- 
hayn, or where risk is; and in fact pouring across to that northern side, 
quite aware of Kutowski and Browne. 

That same night, I2lh-i3th, while the Bridge was strug* 
gUng to complete itself,—rain now falling, and tempests broken 
out,—the Saxon Army, from Pima down to Hennersdorf, had 
lifted itself from its Lines, and got under way towards Thiirms- 
dorf, and the crossing-place. Dark night, plunging rain; all 
the elements in uproar. The worst roads in Nature; now 
champed doubly; 'such roads as never any Army marched 
' on before.' Most of their cannon are left standing; a few 
they had tried to yoke, broke down, * and clioked up the nar* 
• rqjv road altogether; so that the cavalry had to dismount, 

' and lead their horses by side-paths,'—figure what side-paths I 
Distance to Thurmsdorf, from any point of the Saxon Lines, 
cannot be above six miles: but it takes them all that night 
and all next day. Such a march as might All the heart with 
pity. Oh, ye Rutowskis, Briihis, though never so decorated 
by twelve tailors, what a sight ym ar^ at the head of men 1 
Dari? night, wild raging weather, labyrinthic roads worn knee- 
deep. It is broad daylight, Wednesday 13th, and only^the 
vanguard is yet got actOss, trailing a couple of cannons; ana 
splashes about, endeavouring to take rank there, in spite of 
wet and hunger; rain still pouring, wind very high. 

Nothing of Browpe comes, this Wednesday; but from the 
opposite GrolS-Sediits and Gottleube side, the Prussians are 
coming. Th^ morning, at daylight, struck by syn^toms, ' the 
Prussians mounted our empty redoubtsthey are now in full 
chase of us, Ziethen with Hussars as vanguard. A difficult 
bit of marching, even Ziethen and bis light people find it; 
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sprawling forward, at their cheeriest, with daylight to help, 
and In chase, not chased, through such intricacies of rock and 
in&d. Ziethen's company did not assist; the SaxoDS I They 
wheel round, show fight, and there is volleying and bickering 
all day; thL Saxon march getting ever more perturbed. Nearly 
all the baggage has to be left. Ziethen takes into the wopds 
near Thiinnsdorf; ^giving fire as the poor wet Saxons, now 
much in a pell-mell conditic^f, pass to Aeir Bridge.* Heawer 
Prussians are striding on to rear; these, from some final hill¬ 
top, do at last belch-out two cannon-shots: figure the con¬ 
fusion at that Bridge, the S|^d now be coming delirious there! 
Towards evening, rain still violent, the Saxons, baggage-less, 
and rushing quite pell-mell the latter part of them, are mostly, 
across, still countable to 14,000 or so;—upon which they cut 
their Bridge adrift, and let the river take it. At Radon, a few 
miles lower, the Prussians fished it out; rebuilt it more de¬ 
liberately,—and wc shall find it there anon. This day Fried¬ 
rich, hearing what is afoot, has returned in person from the 
Lobositz Country; takes Struppen as bis headquarter, which 
was lately the Polish Majesty’s. 

From Browne there has nothing come this Wednesday; 
but tomorrow morning at seven there comes a Letter from him, 
written this night at ten; to the effect: 

* Headquarter, Lichunhayv, Wednesday October lythf xo r.M. 

* Excellenz,—Have' (omitting the I) ‘ waited here at Lichtenhayn 
^ since Tuesday, expecting your signal cannon; hearing nothing of it, 

^ conclude you have by luisfortunc not been able to get across; and 
' that the Enterpxi^ is up. My own position being dangerous* 
(Prussians of doubJc xny strength entrenched within few miles of me), * I 
^ turn homewards tomorrow nine a«m.; ready for whatever occurs 

* till then; and sorrowfullj.* say adieu.** 

Dreadful weatlicr for Browne in his bt^^ac, and wearisome wait* 
ttig^^with Prussians and perils accumulation bn him \ Browne was ill of 
lungs; coughing much; lodging, in these'Solent tempests, on the cold 
grouiul. A right valiant soldier and man, as does appear; the flower of 
all the Irish Brownes (though they have quite forgotten him in our time), 
and of all those Irish E^^es thoi tragically ^:)endin^ themselves in 
Austrian quarrels! ^ You saw the great man,* says one who seems to 
have been pi;|seDt, * how be sacrificed himself to this Ei^erprise. What 

* Austrian Fiehimaishal but himself would ever have lowered his lofU* 
' ness !0 lead, in person, so insignificant a Detachment, merdy for the 

* PrutziaH account iiachrUhUn\ i. 

* PHcit (ut P* 49S I HiUkn^ktckicMo, iii. 940: ftc. 



Onp-vn. HOW THE SAXONS GET OUT OF PIRNA. 73 

S4th Oct * 

‘ public good I have seen staff'Officers, distinguished only by their 

* sasheries a^d insiguia, who would not have stirred to inspect ^ve* 

‘ dette without 250 men. Our Field marshal was of another Mm. 

^ Sharing with his troops all the hardships, uone excepted, of tnese 

* critical days; and in spite of a violent cough, which ^teng^rought 
^ the visible blood from his lungs, and hod quite worn him down; 

* exposing himself, like the meanest of the Army, to the tempests 

* 0: rainy weather. Think what a sight it w^, going to your very 

* heart, and summoning you to erv^rznee of every hardship,—that 

* evening^ (not said which), * when the Field marshal, worn*out with his 
^ fatigues and hU disorder, sank out of fainting-hts into a sleep I The 

* ground was his bed, and the storm of clouds his coverlid. In crowds 

* his brave war>comrades gathered ro%nd; stript>cd their cloaks, their 

* coatSy and strove in noble rivalry which of tiicm should have the 
i happiness to screen the Father of the Army at their own cost of ex> 

* posure, and by any device keep the pelting of the ^veathcr from that 
‘ loved head !'• There is a picture for you, in the heights of Lichten* 
hayn, as you steam past Schandau, in contemplative mood ; and per¬ 
haps think of Justice to Ireland!” among other sod thoughts that rise. 

From Tbtirmsdorf to the Pontoon^Bridge there was a kind 
of road; down which the Saxons scrambled yesterday; and, 
by painful degrees, got wriggled across. But, on the other 
shore, forward to the Hamlets of Halbstadt and Ebenheit, 


there i$ nothing but a steep slippery footpath: figure what a 
problem for the 14,000 in such weather I Then at Ebenheit, 
clo^e behind, Brownc*wards, were Browne now there, rises the 
Lilienstein, abrupt rocky mountain, its slopes on both hands 
washed by the River (River making its first elbow here, closely 
girdling this Lilienstein): on both these slopes are Prussian 
batteries, each with its abatis ; needing to be stormed :—that 
will be your first operation. Abatis and slopes of the Lilien¬ 
stein once stormed you fall int<%a valley or hollow, raked 
ag^D by Prussian batteries; and wftl have to mount, still 
storming, out of the valley, sky-high across the Ziegenriick 
{Gcafs-iack) ridge: that is your second preliminary operatiofi. 
After which you come ufon the work itself; namely, the Prus¬ 
sian redoubts at Lichtenhayn, and 12,000 men on them by this 
time i A modern 'jurist says» reminding or informing: 

* From tiA Konigstein to Pima, Elbe, if serpentine, is like a scr- 
^ pent nisfain^at full speed. Just past the Kdnigstein, the Elbe, from 

* Westward, 2 its general course^ turns suddenly to northward; 

* nma so for a mile and a half; then, just before getting to the Basfa 

* at Raden, tums suddenly to westward again, and so continues. Tour- 

^ CogaiBSO, Cfifdmdmuu tm€f ^tUrrtickuchen Viftram, ii* 951. 
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* ists knowRftden,'—where the Prassians havejast iisned-oat a Bridge 
for themselves ,—* with the Bast^ high aloft to west of it The Old 
^ 1 ^, hospitable thou^’h sleepless stands pleasantly upon the River- 
^ brink, overhung by high eliffs: dose on its left side, or in the intrica- 

* cics t^re;y| of it, are huts and houses, sprinkled about, as if borrowed 
‘ in the sane stone; more comfortably than you could expect The site 
‘ is a narrow dell, narrow chasm, with lahyristhic chasms branch^g- 
' off from it; narrow and gloomy as seen from the River, but opening- 

* out even into comnelds as yep advance inwards: work of a small 
^ Brook, wliich is still industriously tinkling and gushing there, and 

* has in Pre-Adamite limes been a lake, and we know not what. 

* Nieder-Raden, this, on the north side of the River; of Ober-Raden, 

* on the south side, there is nothing visible from your Inn windows,^ 
~noT have we anything to do with it farther. An older Guide of Tour- 
ihU yields UK this second Fraction (capable of condensation): 

< o 0 To Ilalb-stadt, thence lo Kbcnhcit, your path is steeper 

* and steeper; from Ebenhcit to the Lilicnstein you take a guide. 1 he 


^ Mountain is conical; coarse rof sandstone; steps cut for you where 
‘ needed j August the Strong’s Hunting*Lodge [Jagdhiittt) is here 

* (August went thither in a grand way, 1708, with hU Wife); Lodge 

* still extant, by tlic side of a wood;—LiUenstein towering huge and 
‘ sheer, solitary, grand, like some colossal Pillar of the Cyclops, from 

* this round Vcdiinent of Country which you have been climbing; tops 
‘ of Lilicnstein phimecl everywhere with fir and birch, Pediment also 
‘ very gieen and wocxly, August the Strong, grandly visiting here, 

* 1708, on finish of those stair-steps cut for you, set-up an Ebenezer, 

* or Column of Memorial at this Uunting-Hut, w'ith Inscription 
' which can still bu read, though now with difficulty in its time- 

* worn state : 


Friederifus AH'^usiitSy (of what? Dare not say of Poland 
just now, for fear of C'harles XII.), Elector Sax., ut Fortunam 
** virttitc, ita asperam hani Rupcm primud^ {primus uot of men, but of 
Saxon Electors) st*peravH, AHiiumqac faciliorcm reddi ruraiit. Anno 
“ 1708.”—‘ Ut Forlunam viriqie. As his fortune by valour, so he con- 
* querecl this rugged rock ^;y’—Poor devil, only hear him;—and think 
how good Nature is (for the time being) t|^ poor devils and their 354 
basterdi 'J % 


Briihl and tl^e Polish Majesty, sdfe enough they, and snug 
in the Konigsteia, are clear for advancing: '*pie like soldiers, 
for your King and Country!’* writes Polish Majesty, ‘Thursday, 

^ M.( agister) Wilhelm Lehredit Oiitdoger, Sekaudau und Sme 
Besthnilung dcr SAtkiuchen Sckwtts (Dresden, tSia), pp. x4^-148. UGU- 
inx^r, MV ho deujtnatet himself as ‘PnstOT at Nnusudt near St^ipeu' tsortb-west 
bordCT of the yansi Cwnery)^ has made of thU (which irould now oe called a Tour- 
US's G^idc, and hae tomethmg gedogRal iti u) a modest, good Ihtlc Book, pat 
together with iodustry, c)eaniek4,l>revHy. Gives interesting Namtive of our pro* 
Mpe Business too, as gathered from his ^ Father* and other good aourw and Mad* 
moaiee. 
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two in the morning :* that also Rmowski reads; and I think 
still other Royal Autographs, sent as Postscripts to that. From 
the Ktinigstein they duly fire-off the two Cannon-shot, as sig¬ 
nal that we are coming ; signal which Browne, just in the act 
of departing, never heard, owing to the piping of^he^winds 
and rattling of the rain. '‘Advance, my heroes f’counsel 
thef: "You cannot drag your ammunitions, say you; your 
poor couple of big guns ? Here |rre his hlajesty's own royal 
horses for that service !*'—and, in effect, the royal stud is he¬ 
roically flung open in this pressure; and a splashing column 
of sleek quadrupeds, ' x 50 royal fraught-horses, early in the 
forenoon,*^ swim across to Ebenheit accordingly, if that could 
encourage. And 'about noon, there is strong cannonading 
from the Kdnigstein, as signal to Browne/ who is off. Polish 
Majesty looking with his spy-glass in an astonished manner. 
In vain I Rutowski and his Council of War,—sitting wet in a 
hut of Ebenheit, with 14,000 starved men outside, who have 
stood seventy-two hours of rain, for one item,—see nothing for 
it but " surrender on such terms as wc can get/' 

' In fact,' independently of weather and circumstances, ‘the 
‘Enterprise/ says Friedrich, 'was radically impossible; no- 
‘ body that bad known the ground could have judged it other.' 
Rutowski had not known it, then ? Browne never pretended 
to know it. Rutowski was not candid with the conditions ; 
the conditions never known nor candidly looked at; and 
are now replying to him with candour enough. From the first 
his Enterprise was a final flicker of false hope; going out, 
as here, ^ spasm, in the rigours of impossibility and flat 
despair. 

That column of royal horses sentftpl^hing across the River, 
—that was the utmost of self-sacrifice which I find recorded of 
his Polish Majesty in thife matter. He was very obstinate; Jiis. 
Brilhl and he were. But conduct was not very heroic. That 
royal Autograph, "Genersil Rutowski, and yc true Saxons, at¬ 
tack these Prussian lines, then ; sell your lives like men" (not 
like Briihl and ine)^nm5t have fallen cold on the heart, after 
seventy-two h^urs of rain! Rutowsld’s wet Council of War, 
in the hut at Ebenheit, rain still pouring, answers unanimously, 
"That it w'ere a leading of men Id the butchery;** that there is 
nothing for it but surrender. Briihl and Majesty can only an- 

^ Gotaog«r, p. is6 
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swer : “Well«a-day; it must be so, then 1 * —Winterfeld, Pris¬ 
sy Commander hereabouts, grants Armistice, grants liberal 

* V^Son 4 oads of bread* first of all; terms of Capitulation to be 
settled at Struppen tomorrow. 

rridiy October i$tk, Rutowski goes across to Struppen, 
the late Saxon headquarter, now Friedrich's Friday go^e a 
fortnight was the Jizy of Lobosits. Winterfeld and he are the 
negotiators there ; FriedriA ratifying or refusing by marginal 
remarks. The terms granted are hard enough: but they must 
be accepted. First preliminary of all terms has already been 
accepted : a gift of bread <to these poor Saxons; their haver¬ 
sacks are empty, their cartridge-boxes drowned ; it has rained 
on them three days and nights. Last upshot of all terms is 
still well known to everybody: That the 14,000 Saxons are 
compelled to become Prussian, and ** forced to volunteer" i 

That had been Friedrich's determination, and reading of 
his rights in the matter, now that bard bad come c hard. 

You refused all terms; you have resisted to death (or death's- 
door) ; and are now at discretion I" Of the question. What is 
to be done with those Saxons? Friedrich had thought a great 
deal, first and last; and had found it very intricate,—as read¬ 
ers too will, if they think of it. Prisoners of War,—to keep 
them locked-up, with trouble and expense, in that fashion ? 
They can never be exchanged : Saxony has now nothing to 
exchange them with ; and Austria will not. Their obstinacy 
has had costs to me; who of us can count what costs ! In 
short, they shall volunteer S" 

“Never did I, for my poor part, authorise such a thing," 
loudly asseverated Rutowski afterwards. And indeed the Ca¬ 
pitulation is not prea^o Cn that interesting point. A lengthy 
Document, and not worth the least perusal otherwise; we con- 
, dras^ it into three Articles, all grounmng on this general Basis, 
not deniable by Rutowski: “ The Saxon Army, being at such 
a pass, ready to die of hunger, if we did not lift our finger, has, 
so to speak, become our property; and we grant it the follow¬ 
ing terms ;’* ' ^ 

‘ J^ttledramSj standards and the like insigt^ and matters of 

* honour,-^rry these to the K^plgstein, with my r^etful respects to 

* his Polish Majesty. Konigstein to be a neutral Fortress during this 
\ War. Polish Majesty at p^ect liberty to go to Warsaw* (as be on 
;^e instant now ^d, airi never returned). 
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* 2^. Officers to depart on giTing thof parole, Not to serve agaiast 

* us durii^ this War^ (Parole given, nothi^ like too well kept). ^ 

* Rest of the Aitnj, with all its e<]uipmeiit5, munitions, so|d 

* and body (so to speak), is to surrender utterly, and be ours, os Hi 

* Saxony shall for the present be. ^ 

That is, in sum, the Capitulation of Struppen. Nothing 
, artiriilate in it about the one now interesting point,—and in 
regard to that, I can only fancy Rutowski Height interject, in^ 
terrogatively, perhaps at some Iciigth; Our soldiers to be 
Prisoners of War, then ?** •‘Prisoners; yes, clearly,—unless 
they choose to volunteer, and have a better fate I Prisoners 
can volunteer. They are at discrcflon; they would die, if we 
did Mi lift our finger T thus I suppose Winterfeld would rc- 
join, if necessary;—and that, in the Winterfcld-Rutowski Con¬ 
ferences, the thing had probably been kept in a kind of 
roscuro by both parties* 

Very certain it is, Sunday 17th October 1756. Capitulation 
being signed the night before, Friedrich goes across at Niedcr* 
Raden (where the Pilgrim of the Picturesque now climbs to 
see the Sasteij where the Prussians have, by this time, a Bridge 
thrown together out of those Pontoons),—goes across at Nieder- 
Raden, up that chasmy Pass ; rides to the Heights of Walters- 
dorf.yn the opener country behind; and pauses there, while 
the captive Saxon Army defiles past him, laying down its arms 
at his feet. Unarmed, and now under Prussian word of com¬ 
mand, these ex-SaxoD soldiers go on defiling ; march through 
by that Chasm of Nieder-Raden; cross to Ober-Radcn; and, 
in the plainer country thereabouts, are,—in I know not what 
length of hours, but in an incredibly short length, so swift is 
the management,—changed wholly iifto Prussian soldiers: 

* obliged to volunteer,* ewery one of them! 

That is the fact; fact loudly censured; fact surely^quts^^ 
tionable,—to what intrin^c degree I at this moment do not 
know. Fact much blamable before the loose public of man¬ 
kind ; upon which I leave men to their verdict. It is not a 
fact which invkes inAtation, as we shall see! Fact how accom¬ 
plished ; by ^riiat methods ? that would be the question wuth 
me; but everi*that is left dark. The hprse reginfbnts, three 

* of heavy horse, he broke ; and distributed about, a good few 

9 In HfidffhCiichukUt iii at full lesgtb,*witb Friedrich's marfinaiiA 

aoiic<ib]y brief* 
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* in his own Gardc*du-Cdlps.' Three other noi^e regiments 
w|*re in Poland, the sole Saxon Army now left,—of whom, at 
l^st of one man among whom, we may happen to hear. ' Ten 
Moot regiments’ (what was reckoned a fault) ‘he left together; 

' in ,Russian uniform, with Prussian Officers. They were scat- 

* iered up and down ; put in garrisons; not easy handling 
‘ them : they deserted by whole companies at a time in the 

* course of this War.'^^ fjot a measure for imitation, as we 
said!—How Friedrich defended such hard conduct to the Sax- 
ons ? Reader, I know only that Destiny and Necessity, uiged 
on by Saxons and others, ^gas hard as adamant upon Friedrich 
at this time; and that Friedrich did not the least dream of 
making any defence;—and will have to take your verdict, such 
as it may be. 

Moritz of Dessau had a terrible Winter of it, organising 
and breaking-in these Saxon people,—got by press-gang in this 
way. Polibh Majesty, 'with 500 of suite/ had driven instantly 
for Warsaw; post-horses most politely furnished him. and all 
the Prussian posts and soldiers well kept out of his road.— 
road chosen for him to that end. Poor soul, he never came 
back. For six years coming, he saw, from Warsaw in the dis¬ 
tance (amid anarchy and Nic-poswalam^ which he never lacked 
there), the wide War raging, in Saxony especially; and died 
soon after it was done. Nor did Unihl return, except bftken 
by that event, nnd to die in few months after. Let us pity the 
poor fat-goose of a Majesty (not iINnatured at all, only stupid 
and idle): some pity even to the doomed-phantasm Briihl, if 
you can ;—and thank Heaven to liavc got done with such a 
pair!— 

• • 

Friedrich’s treatment of the Saxon Troops. Saxon Majesty 
an^ Country: who shall say that it wise in all points ? It 
would be singular treatment, if it ^re I In all things, After 
is so different from Before and During, The truth is, Fried¬ 
rich hoped long to have made some agreement with the Saxons. 
And readers in the universal silenc% have no notion of 
Friedrich's complexities from fact, and of the loud howl of hos¬ 
tile rumou!^ which was piping through aUJoumab, diplomacies 
and foreign human throats, against him at that time. 

y The esseatiol passages of War and Ttsicef says a cotain Cool¬ 
ie Prsuu, is. 32 , >35; ia Steuel (v. sS-00) more precise eetaili. 
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* duiii^ those Five weeks ofCima, can be made intelligible 
^ in small compass* But how the world argued of them then |nd 
afterw^s, and rang with hot Oazetteer and Diplomatic logics from sttc 
*to side, no reader will now ever know. A world-loro ado exiijfct, 

* gone :'-^thiidc of the sounds uttered from human windpipes, shiill 
‘ with lage some of them, hoarse others with ditto ; of tne vitnpera- 
^ tions, execmtioiu, printed and vocah—grating har^h thunder upon 
^ Fitedrich and this new course of his* Huge melody of Discords, 

* shrieking, droning, grinding cm that ^ic, through the afflicted Uni- 

* verse in general, for certain years, ^'hc very Pamplilets printed on 
' lt,~H:aimot Dryasdust give me the number of tons weight, then? 

* Dead now every Pamphlet of them; a thit^ fallen horrible to human 
‘ nature; extinct forever, as is the won win such ca^es.’ 

I will give only this of Voltaire; a mild Epigram, done at 
The Dilices, in pleasant view of Ferncy and good things com- 
ing. A bolt shot into the storm-tost Soa and its wreckages, 
by a Mariner now cheerily drying his clothes on the shore there; 
—in fact, an indifferent Epigram, on Kings Friedrich and 
George, which is now flying about in select circles: 

** Rivttftx dn VftiMqntHr de CEnphraif, 

“ VOncit tt U 
l/un fati 4 t guerre eft piraU, 

** Vout re tu pttrit biru'* 

* Rivals of Alexander the Great, this Uncle anil Nephew make 
^ war, the one as a Pirate’ (seiairc of those French ships), ^ihe other’ 
(Saxwiy stolen) ‘as Captain of an Accidental Tliieving-Squad,’—/ar/f 
bUuy as the French soldiers call 

Pima was no sooner done than Friedrich returned to the 
“ Camp at Lobositz,*' where his victorious Keith-Army has been 
lying all this while. The Camp of Lobositz, Md all Camps 
Prussian and Austrian, are about to strike their tents, and pro¬ 
ceed to Winter-quarters, to prepare i^inst next Spring* Fried¬ 
rich set off thither October iSih (tne Ary day after that of 
Waltersdorf); with inteqi to bring home Keith's Army, and sec 
if Browne meant anything farther {which Browne did not, 
does only in the small Toljiatch way); also to meet Schwerin, 
whom he had summoned over from Silesia for a little confer¬ 
ence there. Schwerin, after eating Konigsgratr Country well, 
—which was he muld do, as Piccolomini would not come 

out, and we know how strong the ground is,—had retired to 
Silesia again, A due season (snapping-up, in a sharjfly conclu¬ 
sive manner, any Tolpatcheries tlCat attempted chase of him); 

Wslpole'fl *To Sir Horace Mud, 8th ]>ecember 1756.’ 
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taken Winter cantonments fn Silesia, headquarftr SchweidnitK; 
and is now getting his Instructions, here personally, iii the 
Mbtal Mountains, for a day or two.^’ 

® Friedrich brought his Keith-Army home to Gross-Scdlitr, 
to join th^ other Force there; and distributed the whole into 
their Winter-quarters. Cantoned lar and wide, spreading out 
from Pirna on both hands : on the left or western han<^ by 
Zwickau, Freyberg, Chemnitr, up to Leipzig, Torgau: and on 
the right or north-east handTby ^ttau, GSrlitz, Bautzen, to pro¬ 
tect the Lausitz against Austrian inroads,—while a remote 
Detachment, under Winterfeld, watches the Bober River with 
similar views. All which done, or settled to be done, Fried¬ 
rich quits Gross-Sedlitz, November 14th; and takes-up his 
abode at Dresden for this Winter. 

CHAPTER VIII. 

WINTER IN DRESDEN. 

The Saxon Army is incorporated, then; its King gone under 
the horizon ; the Saxon Country has a Prussian Board set over 
it. to administer ail things of Government, especially to draw 
taxes and recruits from Saxony. Torgau, seat oftbis new Board, 
has got fortified; ‘ 1,500 inhabitants were requisitioned as spade¬ 
men for that end, at first with wages,'—latterly, I almoscfear, 
without 1 The Saxon Ministers are getting drilled, cashiered 
if necessary; and on all bands, rigorous methods going for¬ 
ward ;—till Saxony is completely under grasp; in which state 
it was held very tight indeed, for the six years coming. There 
is no detailing of all that; details, were they even known to an 
Editor at such distair:e, would weary every reader. Enough 
to understand that Friedrich has no|^ on this occasion, as he 
'-did in 1744, omitted to disarm Saxony, to hobble it in every 
limb, and have it, at discretion, tied as with ropes to his inter¬ 
ests and him.^ His management was never accounted cruel; 
and it was studiwisly the reverse of violent or irregular: but 
it had to be rigorous as the facts were :-h nor was it the worst, 
or reckoned the worst, of Saxony's miseries in this time. 

Poor Country, suffering for its Briihl J In the Country, ex- 

*1 fftUen-CescAiikU, iil 016, $48. 

I* In Htlden-Cttihicku, lii. 048 et MO., a minute List by Place sod lUKimant. 

* H*U**^ickiekte, iiu 946-958. 
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cq>t for its Br^, there was no sin gainst Prussia; the reverse 
rather. The Saxon population, as Protestants, have no good* 
will to Austria and its aims of aggrandisement. In Austrijli 
spjr 4 etters, now and afterwards, they are described to us as 
Preussisekf ‘strong for Prussia, the most of tiem, even 
' in Dresden itself.’ 

Whether Friedrich could have ^ad muc^ real hope to end 
the War this Year, or scare it offTrom beginning, may be a 
question. If he had, it is totally disappointed. The Saxon 
Government has brought ruin on itself and Country, but it has 
been of great damage to Friedrich. Would Polish Majesty have 
consented to disband his soldiers, and receive Friedrich with a 
bond-Jidt " Neutrality," Friedrich could have passed the Moun¬ 
tains still in time for a heavy stroke on Bohemia, which was 
totally unprepared for such a visit. And he might,—from the 
Towers of Prag, for instance,—have, far more persuasively, 
held-out the olive-branch to an astonished Empress-Queen: 
“ l-eave me alone, Madam ; will you, then 1 Security for that; 
I wanted and want nothing more 1 " But Polish Majesty, taking 
on him the character of Austrian martyr, and flinging himself 
into the gulf, has prevented all that; has turned all that the 
other way. 

Austria, it appears, is quite ungrateful: “Wasn’t he bound ?” 
thinks Austria,—as its wont rather is. • Fotgelful of the great 
deliverance wrought for it by poor Polish Majesty; whom it 
could not deliver—except into bottomless wreck! Austria, 
grateful or not, stands unscathed; has time to prepare its Arma¬ 
ments, its vocal Arguments ; Austria is m higher provocation 
than ever; and its very Arguments,*ij^Iy vocal to the Reich 
and the world, “ Is not this man a roblxr, and enemy of man¬ 
kind ?" do Friedrich a ^eat deal of ill. Friedrich's sud< 3 f 
Campaign, instead of landyig him in the heart of the Austrian 
States, there to propose Peace, has kindled nearly all Europe 
into flames of rage against him.—which will not consist in words 
merely I Never wa^ misunderstanding of a man at a higher 
pitch: “ Such fteatment of a peaceable Neighbour and Crowned 
Head,—witne|6 it, ye Heavens and thou Earth!" I^auphiness 
falUng on her knees to Most Christian Majesty; “ Princess and 
dearest Sister" to Most Christian Majesty's Pompadour; espe- 

VOL. vn. 0 
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cially no end of Pleading^^o the German Rei^ in a furiouSj 
Dclphic^Pythoness or quasi-inspired tone: all this goes on. 

\ From the time when Pima was blockaded, Kaiser Frans^ 
h» high Consort and sense of duty urging him, has been busy 
in the ReiCh's-Hofrath (kind of Privy-Council or Supreme Court 
of the Reich, which sits at Vienna): busy there, and in the 
Reich's Diet at Regensburg; busy everywhere, with utfeiost 
diligence over TeutschlancL—forging Reich thunder. Mani¬ 
festos, Hof-DeerHs^ Dehor/aioriums, ExcitatoriMms; so goes 
it, exploding like Vesuvius, shock on the back ofshock:—aoth 
September it began; and ^sts, crescendo^ through Winter and 
onwards, at an extraordinary rate.^ Of all which, leaving readers 
to imagine it, wc will say nothing,—except that it points to¬ 
wards “ Armed Interference by the Reich,** ** Reich's Execution 
Army;** nay towards Ban of the Reich" (total excommunica¬ 
tion of this Enemy of Mankind, and giving of him up to Satan, 
by bell, book and candle), which is a kind of thunderbolt not 
heard of for a good few ages past i Thunderbolt thought to be 
gone mainly to mtt by the judicious;—which, however, the 
poor old Reich did grasp again, and attempt to launch. As 
perhaps we shall have to notice by and by, among the miracles 
going. 

France too, urged by the noblest concern, feels itself called 
upon. France magnanimously intimates to the Reich's^Diet, 
once and again, That Most Christian Majesty is guarantee 
of the Treaty of Westphalia; Most Christian Majesty cannot 
stand such procedures ;** and then the second time, '' That 
Most Christian Majesty will interfere practically,"—by 100,000 
men and odd.^ In short, the sleeping world-whirlwinds are 
awakened against th;s man. General Dance of the Furies; 
there go they, In the dusky element, those Eumenides, ‘ giant- 
^ligibod, serpent-haired, slow-pacing, circling, torch in hand* 
(according to Schiller),—scattering terror and madness. At 
least, in the Diplomatic Circles of mankind ;-«if haply the 
Populations, will follow^ suit!— 

Friedrich, abundantly contemptuous ^pf Reich*s-thunder In 
the rusted kin^ and well able to distinguish sound from sub¬ 
stance in (ihe Reich or elsewhere, recognises m all this suffi¬ 
ciently portentous prophecies of fact withal; and understands, 

* la ftv. iSvx74 \ 9 $^ * indeed tlirou|h dn»e 

VoluAOs), the Ori^eU in frifhiful superebundence. 

s HiUUtUkHkidiU^ iv, 340 (* adtb March 1757^ 
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none better, what a perilous position he has got into. But he 
cannot mend it;—can only, as usual, do his own utmost in^. 
As readers will believe he does; and that his vigilance £^d 
diligence are very great Continual, ubiquitous and at the top 
of his bent, one fancies his effort must have been,though he 
makes no noise on the subject. Considerable work he has 
wim Hanover, this Winter; with the po(g: English Govern¬ 
ment, and their Army of Observation/' which is to appear in 
the Hanover parts, versus those ioo,ooQ French, next Spring, 
To Hanover he has sent Schmettau (the Younger Schmettau, 
Elder is now dead) in regard to said Army; lias made a new 
and closer Treaty with England (impossible to be fulfilled on 
poor England's part);—and laments, as Mitchell often does, 
the tragically embroiled condition of that Country, struggling 
so vehemently, to no purpose, to get out of bed, and not un¬ 
like strangling or smothering itself in its own blankets, at 
present 1 With and in regard to Saxony, his work is of course 
extremely considerable ; and in regard to his own Army, and 
its coming Business, considerablest of all. Counter-Manifesto 
work, to state his case in a distinct manner, and leave it with 
the Populations if the Diplomacies are deaf: this too is copi¬ 
ously proceeding ; under Artists who probably do not require 
much supervision. -In fact^ no King living has such servants, 
in tht Civil or the Military part, to execute his will. And no 
King so little wastes himself in noises ; a King who has good 
command of hmsc//, first of all, not to be thrown off his 
balance by any terror, any provocation even, though his tem 
per is very sharp. 

Friedrich in person is mainly at Dresden, lodged in the 
Briihl Palace endless wardrobes %ndb magnificences there; 
three hundred and sixty^;/r Pairs ot Breeches hanging me¬ 
lancholy, in a widowed manner: Ces^ asses de culottes 
.treS’fKoi des vertus! Briikl is far away, in Poland ; Madam 
Briihl has still her Apartments in this Palace,—a frugal King 
needs only the necessary spaces. Madam Briihl is very busy 
here; and no^to g«xl purpose, being well seen into. ' She 
• had a cask of wine sent her from Warsaw,* says Friedrich; 
‘ orders were ^ven to decant for her every drop erf the wine, 
^ but to be sure and bring us tHb cask.' Cask was found to 
have two bottoms, intermediate space filled with spy-corre¬ 
spondence. Madam Briihl protests and pleads, Fric^ich not 
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unpolite in reply; his last Letter to her says, Madaih, it is 
l^er that you go and join your Husband.*' 

\ Another high Dame gets sausages from Bohemiasotne 
of Friedrich’s light troops have an appetite,> beyond strict law, 
for sausages; break-in, hnd Letters along with the other stuff¬ 
ing.^ Friedrich has a good deal of watching and coercing to 
do in that kind,—rsome arresting, conveyance even to Ciistrin 
for a time, though nothing crueler proved needtul. To the 
poor Queen he keeps-up civilities, but is obliged to be strict 
as Argus;—she made him a Gift too, the of Correggio, 
admired Nc/U of Correggio ; having heard that he sat before 
it silent for half an hour, on entering that fine Gallery, •—which 
is due to our Sovereign Lord and his Briihl, alas I On the other 
hand, Friedrich had to take from her Majesty’s Royal Abode 
those Hundred Swiss of Bodyguard ; to discharge the same, 
and put Prussians in their stead. Nay, at one time, on loud 
outcry from her Majesty, and great private cause of complaint 
against her, there was talk of sending the poor Royal I^dy to 
Warsaw, after her Husband ; but her objection being violent, 
nothing came of that: Winter following, her poor Majesty 
died,^ and gave nobody any farther trouble. 

Friedrich’s outposts, especially in the Lausitz, are a good 
deal disturbed by Austrian Tolpatcheries; and do feats, heroic 
in the small way, in smiting down that rabble. A valuable 
Officer or two is lost in such poor service, poor but indispens¬ 
able and the troops have not always the repose which is in¬ 
tended them. Lieutenant-Colonel Loudon (Scotch by kindred, 
and famous enough before long) is the soul of these Croat en¬ 
terprises,—and gets his Colonelcy by them, in a month or two; 
Browne recommendini;. ^Loudon had arrived too late for Lo- 
bositz, but had been with Browne to Schandau ; and, on the 
t .mardi homewards, did a bright feat of the Croat kind :—sur- 
prisal, very complete, of that Hill-Castle of Tetschen and con^ 
siderable Hussar Party there; done in a style which caught 
the eye of Browne ; and was the beginning of great things to 
poor Loudon, after his twenty years of gainful eclipse under 
the Indigo Trencks, and misc^aneous Doggeries, Austrian 
and Russian.? 

* CEttvm de FrMric, ir. io8; Mf^eU, *«7th March 1757* (lUuflicr, p. 5R}. 

* anh November 1757. 

* nmerAl DUcounei <of a very curious, ponderous and serious tone), is Gtsom- 
m0lU Nnekrukiin, li. 4,5$, 464, Ac. 

^ Vii dfs Fetdmar^cAai Sarpm di Lpudm (TransUtioa of one Psatl'i Oer« 
BUka: h Vienne ec k Paris, 1799], L 1-33. 
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TetscbcDi tlHrefore, will again %iecd capture by the Prus- 
8ians» if they again intend that way. And in the mean while, 
Friedrich, to counterpoise those mischievous Croat people, hr& 
bethought him of organising a similar Force of his own;^ 
Foot chiefly, for, on hint of former experience, he ahready has 
Hussars in quantity. And, this Winter, there are accordingly, 
in different Saxon Towns, three Irregular Regiments getting 
ready for him ; three Volunteei^ ColonelS" busily enlisting 
each his Free Corps/* such the tWe chosen;—chief Colonel 
of them one Mayer, now in Zwickau neighbourhood, with 6 or 
700 loose handy fellows round him. getting formed into strict 
battalion there of whom, and of whose soldiering, we shall 
bear farther. For the plan was found to answer; and ex*^ 
tended itself year after year; and the “ Prussian Free Corps,'* 
one way and another, made considerable noise in the world. 

Outwardly Friedrich's Life is quiet; busy, none can be 
more so ; but to the onlooker, placid, polite especially. He 
hears sermon once or twice in the Kreuz-Kirche (Protestant 
High Church); then next day will hear good music, devotional 
if you call it so, in the Catholic Church, where her Polish Ma* 
jesty is. Daily at the old hour be has his own Concert, now 
and then assisting with his own flute. Makes donations to the 
Poor, and suchlike due from Saxon Sovereignty while held by 
him on the other hand, reduces salaries at a sad rate : Gua- 
rini, Queen's Confessor, from near 2,000/. to little more than 
300/., for one instance ;—cut$^ff about 25,000/. in all, under 
this heacL^ And is heavy with billeting, as new Prussians 
arrive. Billets at length in the very Ambassadors' Hotels,—and 
by way of apology to the Excellencies, signifies' to them in a 
body : ** Sorry for the necessity, yoqf Excellencies : but ought 
not you to go to Warsaw rather ? You^credentials are to his 
Polish Majesty. He Is not here; nor coming hither, forborne 
time r Which hint, I suppose, the Excellencies mostly took!* 
From his own Forests there came by the Elbe great rafts of 
firewood, to warm his soldiers in their quarters. Once or 
twice he makes excursions, of a day, of two days ; to the 
Lausitz, to Leifzig (flirough Freyberg, where he has a post of 


importance)very gracious to the University people : " Stu¬ 
dents be troufied with soldiering? Far from it, ye learned 

^ PmU (ouT old diSftue fHondi gf^nr Htldtn 4*i£treH»drtigfn Krugts 
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Geatleitien, servants of tbt; Muses t Recruitflient, a laiaent- 
atfjie necessity, is to go on under your awn Official people, and 
wholly by the old methods."^® 


Once,tand once only, he made a run to Berlin, January 4th- 
13th, 1757: the last for six years and more. Came with great 
dispatch, Brother Henri with him, whole journey in one day; 
got ‘to his Mother's abou,t at night’*^ A joyffil meeting for 
the kindred: cheerful light-^leam in the dark time, so suddenly 
eclipsed to them and others by those hurricanes that have risen. 
His Majesty seems to be in perfect health; and wears no look 
of gloom. At Berlin is no Carnival this year; all are grave, 
sunk in sad contemplations of the ffiture. Of his businesses in 
this interval, which were many, I will say nothing; only of one 
little Act he did, the day before his departure : the writing of 
this Secret Letter of Instrucliotts to Graf Finck von FinCken- 
stein, his chief Home Minister, one of his old boy-comrades, as 
readers may recollect. The Letter \vas read by Count Finck 
with profound attention, nth January 1757, and conned over 
till he knew every point of it; after which he scaled it up, in¬ 
scribing on the Cover: ' Ildchsteigcnhandige und gam gehetme' 
—that is, ' Highest-Autographic and altogether Secret Instruc- 
‘ tions, by the King, which, with the Appendixes, were delivered 
' to me, Graf von Finckenstein, the lath of January 1757.^ In 
this docketing it lay, scaled for many years (none knows how 
many), then unsealed, still in strict keeping, in the Private 
Royal Archives,— tjn d, Friedrich's Birthday 24th January 
1854, it was, with some solemnity, lithographed at Berlin, and 
distributed to a select public,—as readers shall see. 


Secret InsiPitcUon for the Graf von Finck, 

** Berlin, January 2757. 

• • In the critical sitwalion onr afttirs are in, 1 ought to give you 
my ordei’S, so that in all the disostiotAi ak%QS which are in the posst- 
‘‘ bility oi events, you be authorised for taking the necessary steps. 

“ I®. If it'chanced {which Heaven forWd} that one of my Arrait^ 
“ in Saxony were totally beaten; or Uiat the French Aould drive the 
“ Hanoverians from their Country” (which they lailed tot to do), *'attd 
establish themselves there, and threaten us with an invasion mt6 the 
** Altmnrk for that the Russians ^ould get through Gy the Neumark, 

^ iv. 30^*313; 

hotf (* Uikiv«mty*PlicarU ahMt Eniistiofin GftammfUs MscimeMM, i. litX 
n Ib. iv. 30S. Pi«Q«s» i. 440- 
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~yoa ftie to Sfl^«the Royal Family, Ae principal ZHcasteria?' (Land* 
Schedules, Lists of Taz^dneg), ^^the Ministries and the Directoriu^’* 
(which is the central Ministry of all). “ If it is in Saxony on the Leipzig 
side that we are beaten, the fittest place for the removal of the Ko]||il 
** Family, and of the Treasure, Is to Custrm: in such case the Royal 
Family and all above-named must go, escorted by the f hole Gar- 
•* rison’’ of Berlin, ‘‘ to Ciistrin. If the Kus&ians entered by the Ncu- 
** mJk‘k, or if a misfortune befell U6 in the Lausitz, it would be to 
** Ma^ebuig* that all would hate to in fiift, the last refuge is 
** Stettin,—but you must not go till tl# last extremity. The Garri- 
** son, the Royal Family and the Treasure are insej^rable, and go 
always t<^ether: to this must be added the Crown Diamonds, the 
Silver Plate in the Grand Apartmenis,—which, in such case, as 
** well as the Gold Plate, must be at once coined into money. 

** If it happened that I were killed, the Public Affairs must go on 
without the smallest alteration, or its bdng noticealde that they are 
in other hands t and, in this case, you must hasten fon^ard the Oaths 
and Homigings, as well here as in Preussen; and, above all, in 
** Silesia, if I should have the fatality to be taken prisoner by the 
'• Enemy, I prohibit alt of you from paying* the least reganl to my 
** person, or taking the least heed of what 1 might write from my place 
of detention. Should such misfortune happen me, I wish to sacri* 
** fice myself for the State; and you mar.t ol^y iny Uroiher,—who, as 
well as all my Ministers and Generals, shall answer to me with their 
** beads, Not to offer any Province or any Hansom for me, but to con* 
** tinue the War, pushing their advanl^es, os if 1 never had existed in 
“ the world. f 

hope, and have ground to believe, that you, Count Finck, \}dll 
** not need to make use of this Instruction: but, in case of misfortune, 
” I authorise you to employ it: and, as mark that it is, after a mature 
** and sound deliberation, my finn and constant will, I sign it mth my 
Hand and confirm it with my Seal.*’ 

Or, in Friedrich's own spelling &c., in Friedrich’s own hand, 
so far as our possibilities permit: 

Instruction Secrete Pour U Cotiie dc fine. 

^ Berlin^ ce to d< yanv* 1757 . 

“ Dans La Situation Critique ou se irauvent nos affaires je dais 
** Vous donnir mes Ordres pour quo dans totU Lss Cos Maliieureux qtd 
“ sont dans 2a posHHlit6 dss Dvetumens vous Sofis auforisst aux partis 
ipdl /out prendre. Sil arivmt {de quoi le del peserve) qu^une de 
met Armies en Saxsc fid iotalletNeni 6aiH2c, oubien que Les Jranqais 
** eiastassent L0 Ilanevryeins de Leur pais et si ctablismut et >u>us 
mndssassiHt d*$m Impassion dans 2§ ViriUe Marche, ou que les Russes 
Peusifossint par La NouvdU Marehe^ U/out SoHvir lafamUe Royale^ 
Vm \ but theft follows no ** tT aoywhere, such the haste I 
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Ut prineipeaux DkasUrcs UMJ^inistres H U DinctiA^* St nout soma 
** battus en Saxse du Coif de Isipssic Lx Lieu Le plus propre pom- Le 
^'^ranspart de Lo famille ei du TWssor est a Custrin, tl /out en ce Cos 
^e la familU RoyolU ct louts eidesus nomA aUleut csCorih de touie 
Gitarnisson a Cnsirin^ Si Us Russes eHlrdent par la Notevek 
Marche hi quit nous arivat un Malkenr m Lusacty il faudrat que 
font Se transportat a Magdebcurgy enfin Le Demidr refuge est a Sleteifiy 
fnats il fie faut v alUr qu*a La Dersdere exstremiti La Guamisitn la 
** famille Royalle et K Trasorl sgnt Inseparabla et vonttoujours ensemble 
** il faut y ajoutlr Us Diamante la Couronne, et Vargenterie des Grands 
** j4par(cments qui en fareii cos ainsi que la Veselle ^or doit etre incon- 
** tinant Monoyie Sil orivoU que je Jus tuiy il faut que Les affaires 
Continuefit Leur train sans Mcdndre allieration et^ns qdon s'apeT'* 
solve qu'eUes sent cn ^autre Mains, et en ce Casil font hater Sermens 
ef homages tant id qu'en prusse et suriout en Silesie. Si favois la 
** falalitl (Peire pris prissonilr par VEnemy, je Defend qdon Aye le 
Moindfc egardpour ma perssonne ni qu*on fosse La Moindre nflextion 
sur ee que jc peurois eerire de Ma Detention, Si pareil Malheur mlari^^ 
** voit je Veux me Saeriffiir pour VEtat et il faut qsdon obeisse a Mon 
** frere le quel ainsi que tout Mes Ministres et Generassx me reponderont 
“ de leur Tette qdon offrira ni province ui ransson pour may A que Ion 
Continuer a la Guerre en poussant Ses avantages tout Come sije n^avais 
“ /amais exsistl dans le Monde, fespere et je doit Croire que Vous 
** Conte fine u'aurle pas bessoin defaire usage de Cette Instruction mais 
en fas de Malheur je V^ous asUonsse a VEmployir, ^ Marque que 
** Cest a fires Une Mure et sainc Deliberation Ma ferme et Constante 
** Volonfije le Signe de Ma Main et la Muni de man Cachet 

“ Fbdbeic 

These» privately made law in this manneri are Friedrich's 
fixed feelings and resolutions;—how fixed is now farther appa¬ 
rent by a fact which was then still more private, guessable long 
afterwards only by one or two, and never clearly known so 
long as Friedrich lived: the fact that he bad (now most pro¬ 
bably, though the datt is %ot known) provided poison for him¬ 
self, and constantly wore it about his person th^gh this War* 
i Biv^ or six small pills, in a small glass tube, with a bit of 
* ribbon to it :* that stern relic lay, ia a worn condition, in some 
drawer of Friedrich’s, after Friedrich was gone.^^ For the Facts 
are peremptory; and a man that will deal with them must be 
equally so. 

Two dr-ys after this Finck missive, Friday hth. Friedrich 

U facAimUe of Autograph { Berlio, MXh January 1854), where is soj&e mdutmct 
Uitt^ of the PocumenL Priitted sIiq 10 CEuvnf, ttv. 319*9;^ 

» muss, ii. J75, 325XL 
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took farewell It Berlin, drove to Votsdam that night with his 


Brother, to Dresden next day. Adieu, Madam ; Adieu, O 
Mother I said the King, in royal terms, but with a heart alto¬ 


gether human. " May God above bless you, my Son !” thcftld 
Lady would reply:—and the Two had seen one siother for 


the last time; Mother and Son were to meet no more in this 


wofld. 
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CHAPTER I. 

THE CAMPAIGN OPENS. 

Seldom was there seen such a combination against any man 
as this against Friedrich, after his Saxon performances in 1756. 
The extent of his sin, which is now ascertained to have ^en 
what we saw, was at that time considered to transcend all 
computation, and to mark liim out for partition, for suppression 
and enchainment, as the general enemy of mankind. " Parti¬ 
tion him, cut him down,” said the (Jreat Powers to one an¬ 
other; and are busy, as never before, in raising forces, inciting 
new alliances and c^ling-out the general comiiaM of 
mankind, for that salutary object. What tempestuous fuJmina- 
tions in the Reichstag, and over all Europe, England alone 
excepted, against this man 1 

Latterly the Swedes, who at first had cwnpunctions on the 
score of Protestantism, have agreed to join in the Partitioning 
adventure: ■'It bringseis Ris Pommem, all Pommem ours!” 
cry the Swedish Parliamentary Eloquences (with French gold in 
tbckpfeckct): “Atanyratc,”whisperlncy,‘‘it spites the Queen 
his Sister!”—and drag the poor Swedish Nation into a series 
of disgraces and disastrous platitudes it was little anticipating. 
This precious French-Swedish Bargain (“Swedes to invade 
with 25,000; France to give fair subsidy,’,’ and bribe largely) 
M-as consummated in March but did not bccofne known to 
Friedrich fof some months later; nor was it oftlw importance 
hfc then thought it, in the first«moment of surprise and provo¬ 
cation, Not indeed of importance to anybody, except, in the 

> 'arst Mvcb 1757' (Stcnnl r. 38; &c) 
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reverse wdy» to poor Sweden itseUr^d to the French, who had 
spent a great of pains and money on it, and continued to 
spend, wUh as good as no result at all For there never was 
such a War, before or since, not even by Sweden in the (fap- 
tainless state I And the one profit the copartners tiapcd from 
it, was some discountenance it gave to the rumour which had 
Tistn, more extensively than we should 2y>w think, and even 
with some nucleus of fact in it as ^pears, That Austria, France 
and the Catholic part of the Reich were combining to put-down 
Protestantism. To which they could now answer, Sec, Pro- 
»testant Sweden is with us I"—and^so weaken a little what was 
pretty much Friedrich^s last hold on the public sympathies at 
this time. 

As to France itself,—to France, Austria, Russia,—bound 
by such earthly Treaties, and the call of very Heaven, shall they 
not, in united puissance and indignation, rise to the rescue ? 
France, touched to the heart by such treatment of a Saxon 
Kurfurst, and bound by Treaty of Westphalia to protect all 
members of the Reich (which it has sometimes, to our own 
knowledge, so carefully done), is almost more ardent than Aus¬ 
tria Itself. France, Austria, Russia; to these add Polisli Ma¬ 
jesty himself; and latterly, the very Swedes, by French bribery 
at Stockholm: these are the Partitioning Powers ;—and their 
shares (let us spare one line for their shares) are as follows. 

The Swedes are to have Pommern in whole ; Polish-Saxon 
Majesty gets Magdeburg, Halle, and opulent slices thereabouts; 
Austria's share, we need not say, is that jewel of a Silesia. 
Czarish Majesty, on the extreme East, takes Preussen, Konigs- 
berg-Memel Country in whole ; adds Preussen to her as yet 
too narrow Territories, Wesel-ClAe <iountry, from the other 
or Western extremity, France will take that clipping, and make 
much of it. These arc ^uite serious business-engagcmeiTts,«e»- 
grossed on careful parchnsent, that Spring 1757, and I suppose 
not yet boiled-down into glue, but still to be found in dusty 
comers, with the tape much faded. The high beads, making 
preparation on the^ue scale, think them not only executable, 
but indubitalffe, and almost as good as done. Push home upon 
hini^as unite^Posse Comitatus of Mankind: in a sacred cause 
of Polish Majesty and Public jtstice, how can one malefactor 
resist ? ma iris<hireReine^** and Oh, my dearest Prin¬ 
cess and Cousin,’' what a chance has turned up! 
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It is computed that there^are arrayed against this one King, 
under their respective Kings, Empress-Queens, Swedish Senates, 
Catins and Pompadours, popuiations to the amount of above 
looSnillions,—in after stages, I remember to have seen * Z50 
millions’ lo6scIy given as the exaggerated cipher. Of armed 
soldiers actually in the field against him (against Hanover and 
him), in 1757, there^are, by strict count, 430,000. Friedrkfi’s 
own Dominions at this dnu. contain about Five Millions of 
Population; of Revenue somewhat less than Two Millions ster¬ 
ling. New taxes he cannot legally, and will not, lay on his 
People. His Scliatz (ready-money Treasure, or Hoard yearly 
accumulating for such end) is, I doubt not, well filled,-^xpress 
amount not mentioned. Of drilled men be has. this Year, 
150,000 forthe field; portioned out thriftily,—as well beseems, 
against Four Invasions coming on him from difierent points. 
In the field, 150,000 soldiers, probably the best that ever were; 
and in garrison, up and down (his Country being, by nature, 
the least defensible of all Countries), near 40,000, which he 
reckons of inferior quality. So stands the account.^ These are, 
arithmetically precise, his resources ,—-plus only what may lie 
in his own head and heart, or funded in the other heads and 
hearts, especially in those 150,000, which be and his Fathers 
have been diligently disciplining, to good perfection, for four 
centuries come the time. 

France, urged by Pompadour and the enthusiasms, was first 
in the field. The French Array, in superb equipment, thoa^ 
privately in poorish state of discipline, took the road early in 
March; ‘March 26th and 27th,* it crossed the German Bor^r, 
Cleve Country and KOIp- Co^try; had been rumoured of since 
January and February last, as terrifically grand; and here it 
new actually is, above roo.ooo strong,10,405, as the Army- 
Lists, darning through all the Newrpapers, teach mankind.^ 
Bent mainly upon Prussia, it would seem; such the will of 
Pompadour. Mainly upon Prussia; Mar^cbal d’Estrdes, cross¬ 
ing at KOln, made offers even to bis Britannic Majesty to be 
forgiven in comparison ; " Yield us a road through your Harr- 

* Scenzel, iw, 308, 39^ ▼. 39; Ranke, 4<S; Preun, il \ 9 q, 4^ isa i ^ 

iubetantiail/ true. I dauoi not; but little 9 r nothiogef It aoaeAoIte iaa cOACtoilrftly 
dUtittct ai It ought, in all U«iiu, to have been b)* Uui Uma,—bad poor Dryaadust 
known what be vae doiagr 

t /fiUm-C€iMgkt 9 $ IT. 39 t; tit xo 7 > 
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07 er» merely a road to those Hllberstadt-Magdeburg parts, 
yourHanov^ shall hafe neutrality ** Neutrality to Hanovtr 
sighed Britannic Majesty: '*Alas, am not 1 pledged by Treaty? 
And, alas, withal, how is it possible, with that America hing¬ 
ing over us T* and stood true. Nor is this all, on^the part of 
maraanimous France: there is a Soubise getting underway 
witnal, Soubise and 30,000, who will reinforce the Retch's Arma¬ 
ment, Were it on foot, and be heat^of by and byl So high runs 
French enthusiasm at presents A new sting of provocation to 
Most Christian Majesty, it seems, has been Friedrich's conduct 
in that Damiens matter (miserable attempt, by a poor mad 
creature, to assassinate, or at least draw blood upon the Most 
Christian Majesty^); about which Friedrich, busy and oblivi¬ 
ous, had never, in common politeness, been at the pains to 
condole, compliment, or take any notice whatever. And will 
now take the consequences, as due!— 

The Wesel-Cleve Countries these French find abandoned: 
Friedneh's garrisons have had orders to bring-off the artillery 
and stores, blow-up what of the works are suitable for biow- 
ing-up; and join the "Britannic Army of Observation** which 
is getting itself together in those regions. Considerable Army, 
Britannic wholly in the money part: new Hanoverians so 
many, Brunswickers, Buckeburgers, Sachsen-Goihaers so 
nUftiy; add those precious Hanoverian-Hessian 20,000, whom 
we have had in England guarding our liberties so long,—who 
are now shipped-over in a lot ; fair wind and full sea to them. 
Army of 60,000 on paper; of effective more than 50,000; 
Headquarters now at Bielefeld on the Weser;—where, 'April 
16th,' or a few days later, Royal Highness of Cumberland 
comes to take command ; likely tf mtke a Ane figure against 
Mar^chal d*Estr^es and his 100,000 French 2 But there was 
no helping h. Friedrj^ through Winter, has bad Schmettau 
earnestly flagitating the Hanoverian Officialities: “ The Weser 
is wadeable in many places, you cannot defend the Weser T* 
:md counselling and pleading to all lengths,—without the least 
effect. " ^^nts save his own H<ilberstadt lands, at our 
expense f* which was the idea in London, too: " Don’t we, 
by Apocalypse Newswriters and eyesight of our •own, under¬ 
stand the mAn ?*' Pitt is by this time in Office, who perhaps 

* 'BTtting of sdi ijsf (exoberaxulf pleotiful deUilf of it, end of the 

Sombk iAW*'p*ooedures whiu foUewed oa k: to Adeiuog, vilL t$ 7 ’ 99 o; Barbier, 
he, ha). 
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might have judged a litUe ^otherwise. But Pittas seat is 
together temporal y, insecure; the ruling deities, Newcastle and 
Royal Highness, who withal are in standing quarrel. So that 
Frildtic]i, Sclimcttaii, Mitchell pleaded to the deaf. Nothing 
but ** Dcfct.d tlie Weser/* and ignorant Fatuity ready for the 
Impossible, is to be made out there. ^‘Cannot help it, then,*' 
thinks Fricdrith, often enough, in bad moments; '‘Armjf^of 
Observation will have its 6^r. Happily there are only S,ooo 
Prussians in it, Wcsel and the other gairisons given up V* 

Only 5,000 Prussians: by original Engagement, there 
should have been 25,000: ^nd Friedrich's intention is even 
45.000 if he prosper otherwise. For in January 1757 (Anni¬ 
versary, or nearly so, of that Niutrality Convention last year), 
there h&d been,—encouraged by Pitt, as I could surmise, who 
always likes Friedrich,—a dednite, much closer Treaty of AU 
Uancey with '' Subsidy of a million sterling," Anti-Russian 
“ Squadron of Observation in the Baltic," 25.000 Prus¬ 
sians," and other items, which 1 forget. Forget the more 
readily, as, owing to the strange state of England (near suffo¬ 
cating in its Constitutional bedclothes), the Treaty could not 
be kept at all, or serve as rule to poor England's exertions for 
Friedrich this Year; exertions which were of the willing- 
minded but futile kind, going forward pell-mell, not by plan, 
and could reach Friedrich only in the lump.—had there been 
any lump'’ of them to sum tt^thcr. But Pitt had gone out; 
—we shall bcc what, in Pitt’s absence, there wasl So that 
this Treaty 1757 fell quite iiao the waste-basket (not to say, 
far deeper, by way of “ pavement" we know where 1),—and is 
not mentioned in any P-nglish Book ; nor was known to exist, 
till some Collector of s^ich^^things printed it. in comparatively 
recent times.^ A Treaty 1757, which, except as emblem of 
the,than quasi-cnchanted condition of England, and as Fore¬ 
shadow of Pitt's new Treaty in January 1758, and of three 
others that followed and were kept to the letter, is not of 
moment farther, 

ReicHs Thunder^ sli(^ht Survqf (f it f luithfO^ticn^ 

Wliitkmvard^if anfivhither^ ^ 

The thunderous fulminaticns in the Reich’s-Diett-*^n in¬ 
jured Saxony complaining, an insulted Kaiser, after vain I'k- 

< 'M. Rochia t8oa/fl9t?erypeH^y(ScheU, iiLsoiv; who co^fos whtt Kodx 
has giveo). 
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k^rtatcrium, Reporting and denAincing, ‘‘Horrors such as 
these; What say you, O Rdch ?”—have been gomg-on s^ce 
September last; and amount to boundless masses of the live¬ 
liest Parliamentary Eloquence, now fallen extinct to all o*ca- 
turcs.^ The Kaiser, otherwise a solid pacific gerWeman, in¬ 
tent on commercial operations (furnishes a good deal of our 
mdW, says Friedrich), is Officially extremely violent in behalf 
of injured Saxony,—that is to fact? of injured Austria, 

which is one's own. Kur-Mainz, Chairman of the Diet (we 
remember how he was got, and a Battle of Dettingen fought 
in consequence, long since); Kur-Mainz is admitted to have 
the most decided Austrian leanings: Britannic George, Austria 
being now in the opposite scale, finds him an unhandy Kur- 
Mainz, and what profit it was to introduce false weights into 
the Reich's balance that time! Not for long generations be¬ 
fore, had the poor old semi-imaginary Koich*$-Diet risen into 
such paroxysms ; nor did it ever again after. Never again, in 
its terrestrial History, was there such agonistic parliamentary 
stni^lc, and terrific noise of parliamentiry palaver, witnessed 
in the poor Rcich’s-Dict. Noise and struggle rising ever higher, 
peal after peal, from September 1756, when it started, till 
August 1757, when it had reached its acme (as perhaps wc shall 
see), though it was far from ending then, or for years to come. 

• Contemporary bystanders remark, on the Austrian part, 
extraordinary rage and hatred against Prussia \ which is now 
the one point memorable. Austria is used to speak loud in the 
Diet, as wc have ourselves seen : and it is again (if you dive 
into those old /Eolus'-Caves, at'your peril) unpleasantly not¬ 
able to what pitch of fixed rage, and hot sullen hatred Austria 
has now gone; and how the tone has ^ it a potency of world¬ 
wide squealing and droning, such as you nowhere heard be¬ 
fore. Omnipotence df droning, edged with shricky ^qqe^- 
ing, which fills the Uni\fTse, not at all in a melodious way. 
From the depths of the gamut to the shrieky top again,—a 
droning that has something of porcine or wild-boar charac¬ 
ter, Figure assembled the wild-boars of the world, all or 
mostly all gdf toge^er, and each with a knife just stuck into 
its side, by ^felonious individual too well know^—you will 
have some notion of the sou%d of these things. Friedrich 

^ to great lefigths, in iii. iv. (and other easily avoid- 

abk BooksJ. 
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sometimes remonstrates: ^(Cannot you spare'^uch phraseo* 
logy» unseemly to Kings ? The quarrels of Kings have to be 
decided by the sword ; what profit in unseemly language, 
M^am ?*’—but, for the first year and more, there was no 
abatemention the Austrian part 

Friedrich's own Delegate at Regensburg, a Baron von 
Plotho, come of old Brandenburg kindred, is a resolute, ready- 
tongued very undaunted genUeman; learned in Diplomacies 
and Reich's Law; carries his head high, and always has his 
story at hand. A^ment grounded on Reich's Law and the 
nature of the case, Plotho never lacks, on spur of the hour: 
and is indeed a very commendable parliamentary mastiff; and 
honourable and melodious in the bark of him, compared with 
those infuriated porcine specimens. He has Kur*Hanover for 
ally on common occasions, and generally from most Protestant 
members individually, or from the Corpus Evangelicorum in 
mass, some feeble whimper of support. Finds difficulty in 
getting his Reich's Pleadings printeddangerous, everywhere 
in those Southern Parts, to print anything whatever that is 
not Austrian : so that Plotho, at length, gets printers to him¬ 
self, and seis-up a Printing-Press in his own house at Regens¬ 
burg. He (lid a great deal of sonorous pleading for Fried¬ 
rich ; proud, deep-voiced, ruggedly logical \ fairly beyond the 
Austrian quality in many cases,—and always far briefer, w^^ich 
is another high merit. October coming, we purpose to look- 
in upon Plotho for one minute; • October 14ft, 1757 ;* which 
may be reckoned essentially the acme or turning-point of these 
unpleasant thunderings.^ 

What good he did to Friedrich, or could have done with 
the tongue of angels iiv-sucdt an audience, we do not accurately 
know. Some good he would do even in the Reich's-Diet 
th^e • and out of doors, over a German public, still more; 
and is worth bis frugal wages,—say 1,000/. a year, printing 
and all other expense included! This is a mere guess of mine, 
Dryasdust having been incurious: but, to English readers it is 
incredible for vdiat sums Fri(^jricb got his work done, no work 
ever better. Which is itself an appreciable ack/antage, com¬ 
putable in pounds sterling; and is the parent of innumerable 
others which no Arithmetic 0^ Book-keeping by l>ouUe Entry 
will take hold of, and which are indeed priceless for Nations 

^ HMen^CuekkhU, iv. 745^. 
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mA for persMS. Bat this poor ola bedridden Re!cb« startiof 
lA kfoAistlc spAstn at such rate: is it not touching, in a Corfhis 
mMtbtnd for so many Centuries past! The Reich is some- 
thmgj though it is not much, nothing like so much as even 
Kaiser Fnuia supposes it. Much or not so muen, Kaiser 
Frana wishes to secure it for himself; Friedrich to hinder him, 

I —aftd it must be a poor something, if %ot worth Plotho’s 
\^ge9 on Friedrich's part. 

It would insult the patience ot every reader to go into 
these spasmodic tossings of the poor paralytic Reich ; or to 
mention the least item of them be)vnd what had some result, 
ot Anction of result, on the world's real affairs. We shall say 
only, therefore, that after tempests not a few of porcine squeal- 
ingi answered always by countcr-latration on the vigilant Plo- 
tho*s part;—squealing, chiefly, from the Keich's-IIofrath at 
^enna, the Head Tribunal of Imperial Majesty, which sits 
judging and denouncing there, touched to the soul, as if by a 
knife driven into its side, by those unheard-of treatments of 
Saxony and disregard to our Dehcriatonwtts^ and which bursts- 
out, peal after peal, filling the Universe, Plotho not unvigilant; 
-—the poor old ReichVDiet did at last get into an acting pos¬ 
hing and determine, by clear majority of 99 against 60, that 
there should be a ^'Reich's Execution Army" got on foot. 
Reidt's Execution Army to coerce, by force of arms, this ne¬ 
farious King of Prussia into making instant resutution to 
Saxony, wi& ample damages on the nail; tliat right be done 
to Ku^iirsts of tUs Reich. To such height of vigour has the 
ReichVDiet gone ;—and was voting it at Regensburg January 
loth, 1757 that very day when nefarious Friedrich at Berlin, 
ca^-hardened in iniquity to such a^itdft, sat writing his In- 
strucUm to Count Finoif^hich we read not long since. Sim¬ 
ultaneous movements, unknown to one another, in thi^ 
wrestle. s 

ReichVDiet perfected its Vote; had it quite through, and 
sanctioned by the Kaiser's Majesty, January 29th: * Arming 
to be a triplun^ (triple contingent required of you this time); 
with Romish-months {RonurtnonaU) of cash contributions from 
all and sundry ^gorously gathered, 1 should hope, v 4 iere Aus¬ 
tria has power), so many as will Coyer the expense. Army to 
be got on actual foot hastily, instantly if possible: an *'€iUndc 

* iv. ; Smsel, v. ja. 
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Reicks^Exuutions-Armet so it ran, but the word eiUni$ 
(s^reedy) had mischance in printing and was 8truck*off into 
eUnde (contemptibly wretched): so that on allMarket^Squares 
ana Public Places of poor Tcutschland, you read darning 
Placards summoning out, not a speedy or immediate, but '‘a 
tniserablc Kcich's Execution Armyl** A word which, we ^eed 
not say, was laughed at by the unfeeling part of the public ; 
and was often called to by the Reich's Execution Army's 
performances, when said spMdy Army did at last take the, 
deld. 

For the Reich performed Us Vote; actually had a Reich's 
Execution Army; (he last it ever had in this world, not by 
any means the worst it ever had, for they used generally to be 
bad. Commanders, managers are named, Rdmermonate are 
gathered in, or the sure prospect of them; and, through May 
—June 1757, there is busy stir, of drumming, preparing and 
enlisting, all over the Reiciu End of July, we shall see the 
Reich’s Army in Camp; end of August, actually in the deld; 
and later on, a touch of its lighting withal. Many other things 
the Reich tried against unfortunate Friedrich,-*^gradual ad¬ 
vance, in fact, to Ban of Uic Reich (or total anathema and 
cutting'Off from fire and water): but in none of these, in Ban 
ns little as an3% did it come to practical result at all, or ac« 
quire the least title to be remembered at this day. Fiffis of 
Ban, some eight months hence, has something of attractive 
as futility, the curious Death of a Futility. Finis of Ban (Oc- 
tober 14th, already indicated) we may for one moment look*in 
upon, if there be one moment to spare; the rest—readers may 
fancy it; and read only of the actuality and fighting part, which 
will itself be enough Ibr t^em oc such a matter. 

t, 9 • Friedrich suddenly tnarlfics on Frag. 

. Four Invasions, from their respective points of the compass, 
north-east, north-west, south-east and south-west: here is a for-- 
midable oUtlookfor the one man against whom they are all ad¬ 
vancing open-mouthed. The one man,<-with^ nothing but a 
Duke of Cumberland and his Observation Army for backing 
in such dfiel,—had need to look to himself! ^hicb, we well 
know, he does; wrapt in profoundly silent vigilance^ with his 
plans all laid. Of tht Four Invasions, three, the Russian, French, 
Austrian, are very large; and the two latter, especially the last, 
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ate abundantly formidable. The Swedish, of which there is 
rumouring, he hopes may come to little, or not come at'all. 
Nor is Russia, though talking big, and actually getting re^dy 
above 100,000 men, so immediately alarming. F|iedrich al¬ 
ways hopes the English, with their guineas and their manage¬ 
ments, win do something for him in that quarter ; and he 
knows, at worst, that the Russian Hundrod-Thousand will be 
a very slow-moving entity. Tbe^lCedish Invasion Friedrich, 
for present, leaves to chance : and against Russia, he has 
sent <Ad Marshal Lehwald into those Baltic parts; far east¬ 
ward, towards the utmost Memel Frontier, to put the Country 
upon its own defence, and make what he can of it with 30,000 
men,—West-Prussian militias a good few of them. This is all 
be can spare on tbeSwedish-Russian side: Austria and France 
are the perilous pair of entities ; not to be managed except by 
int^se concentration of stroke; and by going on them in suc¬ 
cession, if one have luck 1— 

Friedrich’s motions and procedures in canton-quarters, 
through Winter and in late m<mths, have led to the belief that 
he means to stand on the defensive; that the scene of the Cam¬ 
paign will probably be Saxony; and that Austria, for recover¬ 
ing injured Saxony, for recovering dear Silesia, will have to 
take an invasive attitude. And Austria is busy everywhere 
preparing with that view. Has Tolpatcherics, and advanced 
Brigades, still harassing about in the Lausitr. A great Army 
^sanbling at Frag,—Browne forward towards the Metal Moun¬ 
tains securing posts, gathering magazines, for the crossing into 
Saxony there. There, it is thought, the tug of war will probably 
be. Furious, and strenuous, it is doubted, on this Fried¬ 
rich’s part: but against such odds, wl£t can he do ? With 
Austrians in front, with^ussians to left, with French to^ri^ht 
and a-rear, not to mention Swedes and appendages: surety 
here, if ever, is a lost King!— 

It is by no means Friedrich’s intention that Saxony itself 
shall need to be invaded. Friedrich's habit is, as his enemies 
might by tbis^iine Be beginiyng to learn, not that of standing 
on the defensive, but that of going on it, as the preferable 
method whether possible. Mar^h 24th, Friedrich ifad quitted 
Dresden City; and for a monm after (headquarters Lockwitz, 
edge the Pima Country), he bad been shifting, redistribut¬ 
ing, his cantoned Army,—{Kivately into the due Divisions, due 
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readiness for march. Whith done, on fixed (fays, about the 
end’of April, the whole Army, he himself from Lockwitz, April 
20th,—to the surprise of Austria and the world, Friedrich in 
thr^ grand Columns, Bevem out of the Lausitz, King himself 
over the Mcfal Mountains, Schwerin out of Schlesicn, is march¬ 
ing with cxtraordin^ rapidity direct for Prag; in the notion 
that a right plungejnto the heart of Bohemia will be the best 
defence for Saxony and bther places under menace. 

This is a most unexpected movement; which greatly as¬ 
tonishes the world-theatre, pit, boxes and gallery alike (as 
Friodrirh's sudden movements often do); and which is, above 
all. interesting on the stage itself, where the actors had been 
CiHinting on a quite opposite set of entries and activities I 
Foldmarschall Browne and General Konigseck (not our old 
friend Konigseck, who used to drynurse in the Netherlands, 
but his nephew and heir) may cease gathering Magazines, in 
those Lausitz and Metal-Mountain parts: happy could they 
give wings to those already gathered! Magazines, for Austrian 
service, are clearly not the things wanted there. One does not 
burn one's Magazines till the last extremity; but wings they 
liave none; and such is the enigmatic velocity of those Prus¬ 
sian movements, one seldom has time even to burn them, in 
the last crisis of catastrophe t Considerable portions of that 
provender fell into the Prussian throat; as much as * tlfrce- 
months provision for the whole Army,* count they,—adding to 
those I'ronticr sundries the really important Magazine which 
they seized at Jung-Runzlau farther in.^ It is one among their 
innny greater advantages from this suiprisal of the enemy, and 
sudden topby-turvying of bis plans. Browne and Konigseck 
have to retire on Pragiat teeir swiftest; looking to more im¬ 
portant results than Magazines* ^ 

< * It Is Friedrich's old plan. Long since, in 1744, we saw a 
march of this kind, Three Columns Ashing with simultaneous 
rapidity on Prag; and need not repeat the particulars on this 
occasion. Here arc some Notes on the subject, which wiU 
sufficiently bring it home to readers: © 

* The Three Columns ^vfae, for a part of the way, Four; the King’s 
' being, at first, in two branches, till they united on the other 

‘ side of the Hills. For the King,^ what is to be noted, ^had shi^-oet, 
‘ three weeks before, a small preliminary branch, under Moritz of Defr 

9 NcUtn^mkkkff, iv. ^13; Ste. 
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* saa; who laarched^ well westward, by Eger (starting from Chcmnita 
^ in Saxony}; axui had some tus:»eliiig with our poor old friend t>uke 
‘ d^Ahrmb^, Browne’s subordinate in those parts. D’Ahrembe^, 

' haring ao,ooo under him, would not quit Eger for Moritr: but pdthed- 

* out Croats upon him, and sat still. This, it was afterwa^ surmised, 

* bad been a feint on Friedrich’s part; to give the Austrians pleasant 
‘ thoughts: Invading us, is he? Would iaiu invade us, but cannot I” 

* Monts fell back from Eger; and mdy tefjoin the King’s march, 

* Linay, April ajd” (third day from LockwiU, on the King’s part). 
^ Onwards from which point the Columns are speci&CEiUy Three; in 

* strength, and on routes, somewhat as follows: 

<The JFtrsi Column, or King’s, •^which is 60,000 after this 
'junction, 45*15,000 horse,^^uitted LockwiU (headquarter 
' for a month past), Wednesday April x<Uh, They go by the Pascopol 
^and other roads; through Pima, for one place: through Karbiiz, 

* Aussig, are at Linay on the a3d; where Moritz joins: 34th, in the 
' united state, forward again (leave LobusiU two miles to 1^); to 
' Treboitz, 35th, and rest there one day. 

' At Aussig an unfortunate thing befeU. ^fastiow, respectable old 
' General Zastrow, was to drive the Austrians out of Aussig: Zastrow 
' does it, April a3d*23d, drives them well over the heights; April 35th, 

' however, marching forward towards Lobositz, Zastrow ts shot through 
' botli temples (Fandour hid among the bushes and cliifs, side 
' of Elbe), and falls dead on the s)>ot Buried in GoUIchIk Kirk, 1st 

* May.* 

In these Aussig affairs, especially in recapturing the Castle 
ort^tschen near by, Colonel Mayer, father of the new Free- 
Corps,^' did shining service;—and was approved of, he and 
they. And, a day or two after, was detached with a Fifteen 
Hundred of that kind, on more important business: First, to 
pick-up one or two Bohemian Magazines I^ing handy; after 
which, to pay a visit to the Reich#an^its bluster about Exe¬ 
cution-Army, and teach certain persons who it is they are thun¬ 
dering against in that awkwardly truculent manner I *^r^d 
shimngly done by Maycr^as perhaps we may hear,—and cer¬ 
tainly as all the Newspapers loudly heard,—^in the course of 
the next two months* 

At crossing of the Eger, Friedrich's Column had some chas¬ 
ing of poor A'AhrAnberg; attempting to cut him off from his 
Bridges, Bri^e of Koschlitz, Bridge of Budin; but he made 
good dispatch Browne and he ^and, except a few prisoners of 
^ethen*S gathering, and most of his Magazines unburnt, they 
did him no damage. The chase was dose enough; more than 
once, the Austrian headquarter of tonight was that of the Frus- 
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siaBs tomorrow. Monday Kay 2d, Friedrich's dohimn was on 
the«Weissenberg of Prag; Browne, D'Ahretnberg, and Prince 
Karl, who is now come up to take command, having hastily 
filed through the Gty, leaving a fit gairisoOi the day b^ore. 
Except his^Magazines, nothing the least essential went wrong 
with Browne; but K^nigseck, who had not a Friedrich on his 
heels,—Kdnigaeck,{^ing more, as his opportunities were mSre, 
—was not quite so lucky. 

* Column to the King’s Idt, comes from the Lausitz 

* under Bmnswick-Iievem,~t 8,000 foot, 5,000 horse. This is the 

* Bevem who so distingoi^ed Umself at Lobositz last year; and he is 

* now to culminate into a still brighter exploit,—the last of his very 
' bright ones, as it proved. Bevem set out from about Zittau (from 

* Grottau, few miles south of Zittau), the same day with Friedrich, that 
^ is April aolh;^and had not well started till be came upon fonnidable 
' obstacles^ Came upon General Kdnigseck, namely: a Kbnigseck 
^ manosuvring ahead, in superior force; a Magmre, Irish subordinate 

* of Konigseck’s, coming from the right to cut^ofi our biggage (against 

* whom Bevem has to detach); a Lacy, coining from the lefr;'—or in* 

* deed, Konigseck and Lacy in concert, mtending to offer battle. Battle 

* of Reichenberg, which accordingly ensued, April aist,’—of which, 
though it was very famous for so sntall a Battle there can be no ac* 
count given here. 

The short truth is, Konigseck falling back, Parthian-Iike, 
with a force of 30,000 or more, has in front of him nothing 
but Bevem ; who, as he issues from the Lausitz, and till he can 
unite with Schwerin farther southward, is but some 30,000 
odd: cannot Konigseck call halt, and bid Bevem return, or do 
worse ? Konigseck, a diligent enough soldier, determines to 
try; chooses an excellent position,—at or round Rcichenherg, 
which is the first Bola^miin Town, one march from Zittau in 
the Lausitz, and tlicn one from Liebenau, which latter would 
bf Betem's Bohemian stage on^he Prag road, if he con* 
tinued prosperous. Reichenberg, standing nestled among bills 
in the Neisse Valley (one of those Four Neisses known to us, 
the Neisse where Prince Karl got exploded, in that signal man¬ 
ner, Winter 1745, by a ccrtam'Ring}, offers fine capabilities; 
which Konigseck has laid hold of. There is especially one ex¬ 
cellent HoBow (on the left or western bank oi>Ne]5se River, 
that is, across from Reichenberg), backed by woody hills, no¬ 
thing but hills, brooks, woods all round; Hollow scoopedout 
as if for ihe purpose; and altogether of inviting character to 
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Kdnigseck. There. * Wednesday ^ril 20th/ Kdnigseck posts 
himself, plants batteries, fells abatis; plenty of cannon, of horse 
and foot, and, say all soldiers, one of the best positions pos¬ 
sible. 4 

So that Bevetn, approaching Reichenberg at eveaing, even¬ 
ing of bis first march, Wednesday April 20th, finds his way 
baraed; and that the difficulties may be considerable. ^'No¬ 
thing to be made of it tonight,** tb^t^s Bevtrn; ** but wc must 
try tomorrow f* and has to take Cimp, ^with a marshy brook 
in front of him,* some way on the hither side of Reichenberg; 
and study overnight what method of unbarring there may be. 
Thursday morning early, Bevem. hhving well reconnoitred and 
studied, was at work unbarring. Bevern crossed his own 
marshy brook; courageously assaulted Konigseck's position, 
left wing of K6nigseck ; stormed the abatis, the batteries, 
plunged-in upon Kfinigseck, man to man, horse to horse, and 
after some fierce enough but brief dispute, tumbled Konigscck 
out of the ground. Kdnigseck made some attempt to rally ; 
attempted twice, but in vain ; had fairly to roll away, and at 
length to run, leaving 1,000 dead upon the field, about 500 
prisoners ; one or two guns, and I forget how many standards, 
or whether any kettledrums. This was thought to be a de¬ 
cidedly bright feat on Bevem's part (rather mismanaged latterly 
onjffinigseck’s) —much approved by Friedrich, as he hears 
of it, at Linay, on his own prosperous march Prag-ward. A 
comfortable omen, were there nothing more. 

Kdnigseck and Company, torn-out of Reichenberg, and set 
running, could not fairly halt again and facc-about till at Liebe- 
nau, twenty miles off, where they found some defile or difficult 
bit of ground fit for them; andtWs Ido njoved capable of yield¬ 
ing pause for a few hours only. For Schwerin, with his Sile¬ 


sian Column, was comiHg-up from the north-east, threatpni^ 
Kdnigseck on fiank and ^ar: Konigscck could only tighten 
his straps a little at this Liebenau, and again get under way; 
and m^iog vain attempts to hinder the junction of Schwerin 
and Bevem, to defend the Jung-Bunzlau Magazine, or do any 

^ Tempelbof, u too; Heidtn->Gischickte^ iii 1077 (Friedrich*^ own Accoimt, 
* lioay in BoKmOb 9416 A)>rU >757'); &c. &c. There ik. ‘n LOsclung's 
(wi. 159 et }, IB iotclUgible u:eich of thU Action of Reii henber j with .satincal 
olUcliHu, which have &ome bMti, on Maguire and oUiers, by an Anonymous* 
MiUtaty Cynic.—who give* many such la iAtcking (that of Kontenoy, for ex- 
nmpl ^n ot withooi foivo ofjttdfmeot, aod signs ofwkSo study ud experience in 
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good in those parts« exceptgto detain the SchwAin-Bevern peo^ 
pl<; certain hours (1 think, one day in all), bad nothing for it 
but to gird himself together, and retreat on Prag and the Zis- 
cab^rg, whcr<j his friends now were* 

The Atstrian force at Reichenberg was 2o,oco; would have 
been 30 and odd thousands, had Maguire come up (as he might 
have done, had not the appearances alarmed him too mnth) ; 
Bevem, minus thc^Detac^oent sent against Maguire, was but 
15,000 in fight; and he has quite burst the Austrians away, 
who had plugged his road for him in such force: is it not a 
comfortable little victor)*, glorious in its sort; and a good omen 
for the bigger things that are coming ? lievern marched com¬ 
posedly on, after this inspiriting *MSsle, through Liebenau and 
what defiles there were; April 24th, at Turnau, he falls into 
the Schwerin Column ; incorporai,-s '‘'’usclf therewilJi, and, as 
subordinate constituent part, accoinpaiucs Schwerin thenceforth* 

j**. ‘Column was SchwciinS out ofScldcsicu; counted to 
‘he 32,000 foot, 12,000 hor^e. Schwcrhi, gathering himself, from 
‘ i'Aaiz and the northerly country, at I*aiidsbut,—very cnielcss, he, of 
‘ the pleasant IliUs, and fine scaUcrol peaks of the (iiant Mountains 
‘ ihercaliouls,—was com|)to(ely gathered iuremost of all the Columns, 

' having failhcst to go. And on Monday iSlh April, started from 

* Landsbut, 'Whiileifeld leading one Divibton. In our days, it is the 

‘ finest of roads; high level Pass, of got A witlUi, across the Giant Range j 
‘ pleasant paiiiUsl hamlets sprinkling it, fine mcnintain ridges ondSiis- 
^ tant peaks looking on ; Scliiiuckoppe its head bright-white 

‘ till July come) attends you, far to (he ^ight, all the w'ay:—probably 

* Sprite Rubeznhl inhabits there; and no doubt River £ibc begins his 
‘ long journey Ihcic, trickling down in little threads cjvcr ydnder, in- 

* lending to fio.11 navies by and by: considerations infinitely indififereut 
‘to Schwerin. “The load,” says my Tourist, ‘‘is not Alpine; it 
“ reminds you of Derbytfiire%*cak country; more like the road from 
“ Castletown to SlieflicJd llian any I could name;”—we have been in 
‘ il^beforc, my reader and T, about Schatrllt ami other places. Trau- 

* tenau, well down tlie Hills with swig streams, more like torrents, 

‘ bound £lbe-waids watering it, is a considcmblG Austrian Ibwn, and 
‘ the Bohemian end of the Pass—Sofai only a few miles from it: 
^ heartily iadifierenl to Schwerin nt moment; who was home from 
‘ the Army, in a kind of disfavour, or mutual pef at th| time Sobr was 
‘ dime. Schw’erin's March we shall not give; bis junction with Bevem 
‘ fat Tumau on the Iser, April 24th], then their ci>pturc of Jung- 
‘ Bunrlan Magazine, and crossing^of the K1l>e at Melnick, these were 
‘ the important points; and, in spite of Koiiigseck's tussdmgs, these 
‘ all went well, and nothing was lost except one day of time,* 
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The AustriAis» some days ago» m we observed^ filed through 
'Prag^—Sunday May ist, oot a pleasant holiday-spectacle^ to 
the populations are all encamped on the Ziscaberg high 

ground, on the other side of the City. Had tliey been a|^rt* 
now waj their time to attack Friedrich, who is wfaker than 
they, while nobody has yet joined him. They did not think of 
it lihder Prince Karl; and Browne and the Prince are said to 
be in bad agreement. 


CHAPTER IL 

•» 

BATTLE OF PRAG. 

Monday morning ed May 1757, the Vanguard, or advanced 
troops of Friedrich's Column, had appeared upon theWuissen- 
berg, north-west corner of Prag (grouiul known to them in 1744, 
and to the poor Winter-King in 1620): Vanguard in the morn¬ 
ing ; followed shortly by Friedrich himself; and, hour after 
hour, by A the others, marching in. So that, before sunset, 
the whole force lay posted there; and had the romantic City 
of Prag full in view at their feet A most romantic, high-piled, 
many-towered, most unlcvcl old City; its skylights and gilt 
stecplecocks glittering in the western sun,—Austrian Camp very 
vi|) 2 >lc close beyond it, spread out miles in extent on the Zisca- 
berg Heights, or eastern side;—Prag, no doubt, and the Aus¬ 
trian Garrison of Prag, taking intense survey of this Prussian 
phenomenon, with commentaries, with emotions, hidden now 
in eternal silence, as is fit enough. One thing we know, ‘ Head¬ 
quarter was in Welleslawin there, in that small Hamlet, 
nearly to north, lodged Fricdricl^ th^ then busiest man of 
Europe; whom Posterity is still striving for a view of, as some- 
1 hing memorable. • ^ 

Prince Karl, our old f^end, is now in chief command yon¬ 
der; Browne also is there, who was in chief command; their 
scheme of Campaign gone all awry. And to Friedrich, last 
night, at his quarters ‘ in the Monastery of Tuchomirsitr/ where 
these two GShtlenftn had lodged the night before, it was re¬ 
ported that tlyy had been beard in violent altercation —both 
of them, naturally, in ill-humour at the surprising \urn things 
had taken; and Feldmarschall Browne firing-up, belike, at some 

1 HtUtn^ichkkie, it. it (etset * Diary of the march* pren there). 
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platitude past or coming, H some advice of hft rejected, some 
imputation cast on him, or we know not what. Prince Karl is 
now chief; and indignant Drowno. as may well be the case» die* 
se:|^ts a good deal.—as he has often bad to do. Patiexice* my 
friend, it h near ending now I Prince Karl means to lie quiet 
on the Ziscabeig, and hold Prag; docs not think of molesting 
Friedrich in his solitary’ state; and will undertake nothing, till 
Konigseck, from J 9 ng-Bi\^^\u, come in/' victorious or not;' or 
till perhaps even Daun arrive (who is. rather slowly, gathering 
reinforcement in Mahrcn): *"What can the enemy attempt on 
us, in a Post of this strength?" thinks Prince Karl. And Browne, 
whatever his insight or conVictions be, has to keep silence. 

‘ Weissenbeig,* lei readers he reminded, ‘ is on the hither or western 

* side of Prag : the Kmdschin’ (pronounce with accent on 

the last syllable, as in * Schwem/’ and other such cases), 'the Hradschin, 
' which is the topmost summit of the City and of the Fashionable Quar- 
' ter,-*^ld Bohemian Palace, still occasionally habitable as such, and 
' in constant use as a /?0wnifi£-S/r^y—\i€% on the slope or shoulder of 
' the \Veisseni)crg, a good Nvuy from the lop; and has a web of streets 
' rushing dovm from it, steepest streets in the world ; till they reach 
' the Bridge, and broad wing Moldau (brood as Tliames at holf-flood^ 
' but nothing like so deep); after which the streets become leTel, and 

* spread-out in intneale plenty to right .and to left, and ahead eastward, 

' across the River, till the Ztscaberg, with frowning precipitous brow, 

' suddenly puts a stop to them in that particular (Urection. Fjom 

* Ziscaberg top to \Vci2vsenl>eTg top miy be about five English miles; 
' from the Ilradschin to the foot of Ziscaberg, nortli-west to south*east, 

' will be half that distance, the greatest length of Prag City. Which 
' is rather rhomboidal in shape, its longer diagonal this that we men* 
' don. The shorter diagonal, from nortbmost base of Ziscabsrg to 

* southmost of Hrabschin, is perhaps a couple of miles. Pr^ st^s 
' nestled in the lap of mountains; and is not in itself a strong place in 
^ war: but the country round it, Moldau ploughing hds rugged chasm 
' of a passage through the piled table-land,/s difficuil to manoeuvre in. 

^Moldau Valley comes straight from the south, crosses Prag; and, 

« —making, on its outgnic at the northeni end of Pr^ (end of “short- 
' est diagonal’'just spoken of), cue big loop, or bend and counter-bend, 

* of horse-sho'e .shape/ which will be notable to us anon,—'again pro- 

* cccds straight northward and Elbc-^ard. It is narrow everyrriitt^ 

' especially when once got fairly north of Prag; ^ond rtLis along like a 
' Quasl-IIighland Strati^ amid rocks and hills. Big Hill-ranges, not 
' to be calltd^i^banren, yet with ruck enough on each hai^, and fiae ride 
' valk7s opening here and there: fce bottom of your Strath, which $9 
'green and fertile, with pleasant busy Villages (much intent on water* 
' power and chtton-spinniiig in our time), Is generally of few fruiongs 
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J in bradth. Aad so it lasU, this plesAsat Mold&u Valley, mile after 
'*mUe, on the . northern or Lower Moldau, generally straight north, 

' though with one big bend eastward just ^fore ending j and notVll 
‘ rtear Melnick, or the mondi of Moldau, do we emerge on that grand 

* Elbe Valley,—glanced at ortce already, from rascoj^l or cdher 
‘ Height, in the LobosiU times.’ 

Friedrich** first problem is the junction with Schwerin: junc¬ 
tion not to be accomplished south of Zisca^erg in the present 
circumstances; and which Friedilcff Knows to be a ticklish 
opetation, with those Austrians looking on from the high grounds 
there Tuesday 3d May, in the way of reconnoitring, and de¬ 
cisively on Wednesday 4th, Friedrich is oflf northward, along 
the western heights of Lower Moldau, proper force following 
him, to seek a fit place for the pontoons, and get across in that 
northern quarter ** How dangerous that Schwerin is a day too 
late r* murmurs be ; but hopes the Austrians will undertake no* 
thing, Keith, with 30,000, he has left on the Weissenberg, to 
straiten Prag and the Austrian Garrison on that side: our 
.wagon-trains arrive from Lcitmeritz on that side, Elbe-boats 
bring them up to Leitmeritz; very indispensable to guard that 
side of Frag. Friedrich's fixed purpose also is to beat the Axis* 
trians, on the other side of it, and send them packing; but for 
that, there are steps needful 1 

! Up so far as Lissoky, the first day, Friedrich has found no 
fit^ace; but on the morrow, Thursday 5 th, farther up, at a 
place called Seitz,* Friedrich finds his side of the Strath to be 

* a little higher than the other/—proper, therefore, for cannon¬ 
ading the other, if need be;—and orders his pontoons to be 
built together there. He knows accurately of the Schwerin Co¬ 
lumn, of the comfortable Bevem V^cto^ at Reichenberg, and 
how they have got the Jung-Bunzlau M%azine, and are across 
the Elbe, their bridges secured, though with delay of one 
day; and do now wait only for the word,—for the thre? rtm- 
non-shot, in fact, which ar<f to signify that Friedrich is actually 
crossing to their side of Lower Moldau. 

Friedrich's Bridge is speedily built (trained human hands 
can be no speller)riiis batteries planted, his precautions taken: 
the three cannon-shot go off, audible to Schwerin ; and Fried- 
rieVs troops s#eam speedily across, hardly a Pandoue to meddle 
with them. Nay, before the pasAge was complete—what light- 
horse squadrons are these? Hussars, seen to be Seidlitz's 

* Hn, p. ip 5 A. 
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(missioned by Schwerin), rppear on the outskirts: a meeting 
w(?rthy of three-cheers, surely, after such a march on both sides! 
Friedrich lies on the eastern Hill-tops that night (Hamlet of 
Ca^mitz his Headquarter, discoverable if you wish it, scarcely 
three mills north of Pragi; and accurate appointment is made 
with Schwerin as to the meeting-place tomorrow morning. 
Meeting-place is to be the environs of Prossik Village, si/uth- 
eastward over yonder, shAi^way north of the Prag-KOnigsgratz 
Highway; and rather nearer Prag than we now are, in CzimiU 
here: time at Prossik to be 6 a.m. by the clock; and Winter- 
feld and Schwerin to come in person and speak with his Ma^ 
jesty. This is the program for Friday May 6th, which proves 
to be so memorable a day. 

Schwerin is on foot by the stroke of midnight; comes along, 
' over the heights of Chaber,' by half-a-dozen, or I know not 
how many roads; visible in due time to Friedrich’s people, 
who are likewise punctually on the advance; in a word, the 
junction is accomplished with all correctness* And, while the 
Columns are marching up. Schwerin and Winterfeld ride about 
in personal conference with his Majesty; taking survey, through 
spyglasses, of those Austrians encamped yonder on the broad 
back of their Zisca Hill, a couple of miles to southward. What 
a set of Austrians,” exclaim military critics, ''to permit such 
junction, without effort to devour the one half or the oth^* in 
good time r Friedrich himself, it is probable, might partly be 
of the same opinion ; but he knew his Austrians, and had made 
bold to venture. Friedrich, we can observe^ always got to know 
his man, after fighting him a month or two; and took liberties 
with him, or did not take, accordingly. And, for most part,— 
not quite always, as ( ne f*ignai exception will show,—he does 
it with perfect accuracy; and often with vital profit to his mea- 
fjzroo. "If the Austrian cookiog-tent# arc a-smoke before eight 
" in the morning/* notes he, "you^may calculate, in such case, 
" the Austrians will march that day.”^ With a surprising vivid¬ 
ness of and mind (beautiful to rival, if one could), he 
>yatches the signs of the times, of the hours and the days ud 
the places; and prophesies from them ;--rcadi*mcn ai^ their 
procedure, as if they were mere handwriting, too cramp for 
him.—The Austrians have, 2 >y this time, got their Kdnigseck 
home, very unvictorious, but still on foot, all but a thousand or 

^ MitiUfy initruefiw. 
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two: they are afteady stronger thai^the Prussians by count of 
heads; and till even Daun come up, what burry in a Post li^e 
this ? The Austrians are viewing Friedrich, too, this morning; 
but in the blankest manner: their outposts 6 re a €annon-sly)t 
or two on his group of adjutants and him, without eSect; and 
the Head people send their cavalry out to forage, so little pro- 
^ phe<^ have they from signs seen. 

2 Usca Hill, where the Austrianstf^wr* are* rises sheer up, of 
well-nigh precipitous steepness, though there are trees and 
grass on it, from the eastern side of Prag, say five or six hun¬ 
dred feet. A steep, picturesque, n^^ssive green Hill; Moldau 
River, turning suddenly to right, strikes the north-west corner 
of it (has flowed well to west of it, till then), and winds east¬ 
ward round its northern base. As will be noticed presently. 
The ascent of Ziscaberg, by roads, is steep and tedious: but 
once at the top, you And that it is precipitous on two sides 
only, the City or westward side, and the Moldau or northward. 
Atop it spreads out, far and wide, into a waving upland level; 
bare of hedges; ploughable all of it, studded with littery ham¬ 
lets and fannste^ings; far and wide, a kind of Plain, sloping 
with extreme gentleness, five or six miles to eastward, and as 
far to southward, before the level perceptibly rise again. 

Another feature of the Ziscaberg, already hinted at, is very 
nolSble: that of the Moldau skirting its northern base, and 
scarping the Hill, on that side too, into a precipitous, or very 
steep condition. Moldau having arrived from southward, 
fairly past the end of Ziscaberg, bad, so to speak, made-up his 
mind to go right eastward, quarrying his way through the 
lower uplands there. And he proceeds accordingly, hugging 
the northern base of Ziscaberg, an^ m^Adng it steep enough; 
but finds, in the course of a mile or so, that he can no more; 
T^land being still rock-Suilt, not undenninable farther > aod 
so is obliged to wind rouad again, to northward, and finally 
straight westward, the way he came, or parallel to the way he 
came; and has effected that great Horse-shoe Hollow we 
heard of lately. extremely pretty Hollow, and curious to 
look upon; pretty villas, gardens, and a **Belvedere Park/* 
laid-out in th#bottom part; with green mountain-^alls rising 
all round it, and a silver ring «Df river at the base of them : 
length of Horse-shoe, from hed to toe, or from west to east, is 
p^haps a mile; breadth, from heel to heel, perhaps half as 
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much. Having arrived a? his old distance west, Moldau, 
like a repentant prodigal, and as if ashamed his fiolic, just 
over against the old point he swerved from, takes straight to 
northward again. Straight northward ; and quarries^t that 
fine narroV valley, or Quasi-Highland Strath, with its pleasant 
busy villages, where he turns the overshot machinery, and 
where Friedrich ^d bis men had their pontoons swim&ing ' 
yesterday. • •' ' 

It is here, on this broad back of the Ziscaberg, tiiat the 
Austrians now lie; looking northward over to the King, and 
trying cannon-shots upon, him. There they have been en> 
camping, and diligently entrenching themselves for four days 
past; diligent especially since yesterday, when they beard of 
Friedrich’s crossing the River. Their groups of tents, and 
batteries at all the good points, stretch from near the crown of 
Ziscabet^ eastward to the Villages of Hlaupetin, Kyge, and 
their Lakes, near miles ; and rearward into the interior 
one knows not how far ;*—rrince Karl, hardly awake yet, lies 
at Kussel, near the Moldau, near the Wischerad or semth- 
eastmost point of Prag; six good miles west-by-south of Kyge, 
at the other end of the diagonal line. About the same dis¬ 
tance, right east from Nussel, and a mile or more to south of 
Kyge over yonder, is a littery Farmstead named Sterbohol, 
which is not yet occupied by the Austrians, but will bedSme 
very famous in their War-Annals, this day !— 

Where the Austrian Camp or various Tent-groups were, at 
the time Friedrich first cast eye on them, is no great concern 
of his or ours ; inasmuch as, in two or three hours hence, ^ 
Austrians were obliged, mthcr suddenly, to take Order of 
Battle; and that, and^ no!’ their camping, is the thing we are 
curious upon. Let us step across, ^nd take some survey of 
tfctt Austrian ground, which Friedricfi is now surveying from 
the distance, fully intending that it«shall be a battle-grcmnd in' 
few hours ; and try to explain how the Austrians drew-up on 
it, when they noticed the Prussian symptoms to become serious 
more and more. By nine in the momiiyT,—sjime two -hours 
after Friedrich began bis scanning, and the Aus'trian outposts 
their firing of stray cannon-shots on him,—it'is Battle-^es, 
not empty Tents (tdiich tbeae was not time to strike), that 
ealote the eye over yonder. 

* flaStP. 195 «. 
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From behind thftt verdant Horae*shoe Chasm we spoke of, 
buttressed by the inaccessible steeps, and the Motdau, double- 
folded in the form of Horse«sboe, all along the brow of that 
sloping expanse, stands (by 9 a.m. * foragers all suddenly ca^ed 
In^) the Austrian front; the second line and the resirve, paral* 
lei to it, at good distances behind. Ranked there ; say 65,000 
re^lars (Prussian force little short of the ^ame), on the brow 
of Ziscaberg slope, some four mrlec' long. Their right wing 
ends, in strong batteries, in intricate marshes, knoUs, lakelets, 
between Hlaupetin and Kyge: the extreme of their left wing 
looks-over on that Horse-shoe Hoyow, where Moldau tried to 
dig his way, but could not and had to turn back. They have 
numerous redoubts, in front and in all the good places; and 
are busy with more, some of them just now getting finished, 
treble^quick, while the Prussians are seen under way. As many 
as sixty heavy cannon in battery up and down : of field-pieces 
they have a hundred and fifty* Excellent always with their 
Artillery, these Austrians ; plenty of it, wcIKplaced and well- 
served : thanks to Prince Lichtenstein's fine labours within 
these ten years past^ The villages, the farmsteads, are occu¬ 
pied ; every rising ground especially has its battery,—Homoly 
Be^, Tator Berg, * Mount of Tabor say K$ioll of Tabor 
(nothing like so high as Battersea Rise, hardly even as Con- 
stHUtion Hill), though scriptural Zisca would make a Mount of 
itthese, and other Bergs of the like tj'pe* 

That is the Austrian Battle Order (as it stood about 9, 
though it had still to change a little, as we shall see); their 
first line, straight or nearly so, looking north\rard, stands on 
the brow of the Zisca Slope; their second and their third, sin¬ 
gularly like it, at the due distanced beMnd ;—in the intervals, 
their tents, which stand^scattered, in groups wide apart, in the 
ample interior to southward. The cavalry is on both win^s ; 
left wing, behind that Moldau Chasm, cannot attack nor be 
attacked,—^cept it were on hippogriffs, and its enemy on the 
like, capable of fighting in the air, overhead of these Belvedere 
Fleasure-gromds : perhaps Prince Karl will remedy this over¬ 
sight; fruit « close following of the orthodox practice ? Prince 
Kari, suprem# Chief, commands on the left wing ;eBrowne on 
the right, where he can attacl^or be attacked, net on hippo- 
grlA. As we shall see, and others will I Light horse, in any 

9 <£mfret deFrMrie (in icvcni placet): tee Hormftyx, { Lichten»teb. 
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quantity, hang scattered on all outskirts, ^fith foot, with 
canaon batteries, with horse, light or heavy, they cover in long 
broad hood the whole of that Zisca Slope, to near where it 
ceaaes, and the ground to eastward begins perceptibly ^o riae 
again. * 

In this latter quarter, Zisca Slope, now nearly ended, be> 
gins to get veiyswj^py in parts; on the eastern border orthe 
Austrian Camp, at Kyge, Hvstawitz, and beyond it southward, 
about Stcrbohol and Michclup, there are many little lakelets ; 
artihcuil fish-ponds, several of them, with their sluices, dams 
and apparatus : a ragged bi^adish lacing of ponds and lake- 
lets (^1 well dried in our day) straggles and zigzags along 
there, connected by the miscrablest Brook in Nature, which 
takes to oozing and serpentising forward thereabouts, and does 
finally get emptied, now in a rather livelier condition, into the 
Moldau, about the /iv-part of that Horse-shoe or Belvedere 
region. It runs in sight of the ICing, I think, where he now is; 
this lower livclic'' part of it: little does the King know how 
important the upper oozing portion of it will be to him this 
day. Near Michelup are lakelets worth noticing; a little 
under Stcrbohol, in the course of this miserable Brook, is a 
string of fish-ponds, with their sluices open at this time, the 
water out, and the mud bottom sown with herb-provender for 
the intended carps, which is coming on beautifully, green>is 
leeks, and nearly ready for the fish getting to it again. 

Friedrich surveys diligently what he can of all this, from 
the northern verge. We will now return to Friedrich; and 
will stay on bis side through the terrible Action that is coming. 
Battle of Frag, one of the furious Battles of the World; loud 
as Doomsday;—the v^y iAiblem of which, done on the Piano 
by females of energy, scatters manldnd to flight who love 
tbaur ears I Of this great Action the I^arratives old and mo¬ 
dem are innumerable ; false some of them, unintelligildc well- 
nigh all. There are three in Lloyd, known probably to some 
of my readers. Tempelbof, wiib criticisms of these three, 
gives a fourth,—pco^haps the one Narrativf,whi<^ human na¬ 
ture, after much study, can in some sort understand. Human 
readers, especially military, I refer tothat astheir^nale.* OUser 

* In Lleyd. i. 38 et wq. (ilie Three)t in Teiapelhof, i. 133 (tha Vooitli): ib. 
1.3:44 (tfrengih ofeAcb Armyli [temarks of Temuelb^).—Thd 

<,« of Lectures on tbe Battles &c. of this War. * fkc 

fbr the last thirty or forty ytut, is used as Text«Book» or MUitary 
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interest than ailitary-scientific th^Action now has not much. 
The stonny fire of so^ that blazed that day (higher in no anctent 
or modem Fight of men) is extinct, hopeless of resuscitation 
for English refers. Approximately what the thing to huihan 
eyes might be like; what Friedrich's procedure, humour and 
ph^ognomy of soul was in it: this, especially the latter 
head, is what we search for,—had lazy Dryasdust given us al¬ 
most anything on this latter head^ W&at little can be gleaned 
from him on both beads let us faithfully give, and finish our 
sad part of the combat 

Friedrich, with bis Schwerin andWinterfeld, surveying these 
things from the northern edge, admits that the Austrian position 
is extremely strong; but he has no doubt that it must be, by 
some good method, attacked straightway, and the Austrians got 
beatem Indisputably the enterprise is difficult Unattackable 
clearly, the Austrians, on that left wing of theirs; not in the 
centre well attackable, nor in the front at all, with that stiff 
ground, and such redoubts and points of strength : but round 
on their right yonder; take them in flank,—cannot wc ? On 
as far as Kyge, the Three have ridden reconnoitring; and 
found no possibility upon the front; nor at Kyge, where the 
front ends in batteries, pools and quagmires, is there any* 
difficult, not undoable,** persists the King: and it must 
be straightway set about and got done.” Wintcrfeld, always 
for action, is of that opinion, too: and, examining farther 
down along their right flank, reports that there the thing is 
feasible* 

Feasible perhaps: **but straightway?" objects Schwerin. 
His men have been on foot since mAnight, and on forced 
marches for days past a^werc it not better to rest for this one 
day? ^‘Rest:—andDaun, coming-on with 30,000 of reirifofte- 
ment to them, might arrivb this night ? Never, my good Feld* 
marschall;"—and as the Feldmarschall was a man of stiff 
notions, and bad a tongue of some emphasis, the Dialogue 
went on, prqbablja with increasing emphasis on Friedrich’s 

la iht PrufsUa Cai)efi*Scbool^—anpean to posses the fit prolessoij^ lunditr acd 
anpfitude: aadi ui regard to all Official ^uiU* eDucnerattou> and the like, re- 
u authority: it is nottccesciUe to the Rtxkt^^X Public,—though 

lihmUy enouxh conceded id special cases : mhtrthy, in effect, the main results of 
U m now become current in laoderB Prussiao Books. By favour b high quarters, 
t bad once possession of a copy, for some months ; but not, at that time, the posd- 
faUltyofihorougUy readiof any pan^U. I 
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side too» till old SchweriK, with a quite cm^atic Sash of 
countenance, crushing the hat firm over bis brow, exclaims: 
‘'Well, your Majesty: the fresher fish the better fish {frisch$ 
Fisske^ guU Fist.he '): straightway, then T’ and springs-off on 
the gallop southward, he too, seeing some likely point of at¬ 
tack. He too,—conjointly or not with Winterfel^ I do not 
know: Winlcrfeld ^imself does not say; whose own modest 
words on the subject rdadci% shall see before we finish. But 
both are mentioned in the Books ns searching, at hand-gallop, 
in this way: and both, once well round to south, by the Pod- 
schernitz quarter,* with th<% Austrian right flank full in view, 
were agreed that here the thing w«as possible. " Infantry to 
push from this quarter towards Sterbohol yonder, and then 
plunge into their redoubts and them! Cavalry may sweep 
still farther southward, tf found convenient, and even take 
them in rear." Both agree that it will do in this way: ground 
tolerably good, slightly downwards for us, then slightly up¬ 
wards again; telcrable for horse eventhe intermediate 
lacing of dirty lakelets, the fish-ponds with their sluices drawn, 
Schwerin and Wintcrfcld either did not notice at all, or thought 
them insignificant, interspersed with such beautiful "pasture- 
ground,"—of unusual verdure at this early season of the year. 

The deployment, or "xnarchlng-up {AnfmarsekirenY of the 
Prussians was wonderful: in their squadrons, in their battalichis, 
horse, foot, artillery, wheeling, closing, opening; strangely 
chequering a country-side,—in movements intricate, chaotic 
to all but the scientific eye. Conceive them, flowing along, 
from the Heights of Chaber, behind Prossik Hamlet (right 
wing of infantry plants itself at Prossik, horse westward of 
them); and ever onWard^s in broad many-chequered tide- 
stream, eastward, eastward, then southward ('our artUlety 
* weM through Podschernitz, the foot and horse a little on 
^ this westward side of it*): intricate, many-glancing tide of 
coming battle; which, swift, correct as clockwork, becomes 
two lines, from Prossik to near Cbwala (‘baggage well behind 
atClM^ir); thence round by PodschemiL^»qua((er ^ and de¬ 
scends, steady, swift, toi nado*storm so beautifully hidden in 
it, towards <8terbobol, there to grip-to. Graduallyrin stirring-up 
those old dead pedantic recoid-books, the fact rises on us: 

* $•# Plan, p. i b prooouoced PotiAmdw (•hsulS ws hap* 

pm to mention Italia b ‘Kyse,"AWxii. 
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silent w^lwinfls of old Platt-DetAsch fir^ beautifully hcld« 
dowDi dwell in those mute masses; better human stuff tHere 
is not than that old Tcutsch (Dutch, English, Platl-Dentsch 
and other varieties); and so dicctplincd as here it^cver 
before or since. *In an hour and half/what military men 
may count almost incredible, they arc fairly on their ground, 
ntoAonless the most of them by9A.M. ;^the rest wheeling 
rightward, as they successively arifv^ifi the Chwala-Podschcr- 
nitz localities; and, descending diligently, Stcrbohol way; and 
will be at their harvest-woik anon. 

# 

Meanwhile the Austrians, seeing, to their astonishment, 
these phenomena to the north, and that it is a quite seriems 
thing, do also rapidly bestir themselves; swarming like bees ; 
-bringing-in their fonising Cavalry, **No lime to change your 
jacket for a coat/'rank, double-quick! Browne is on that 
right wing of theirs; ‘'Bring the left wing over hither,*' sug¬ 
gests Browne; ‘‘cavalry is useless yonder, vnlcss they had 
hippogrifTs I"—and (again Browne suggesting) the Austrians 
make a change in the position of their right wing, both horse 
and foot: change which is of vital importance, though unnoted 
in many Narratives of this Battle, Seeing, namely, what the 
Prussians intend, they wheel their right wmg (say the last fur- 
lor^ or two of their long Line of Battle) half lound to right; 
so that the last furlong or two stands at right angles (‘ en po- 
fo/rc#/gallows-wisc, qr joincrVsquarc-wisc to the rest); and, in 
this way, make front to the Prussian onslaught,—front now, 
not dank, as the Prussians arc anticipating. This is an im¬ 
portant wheel to right, and formation in joincr’s-square man¬ 
ner ; and involves no end of interior winding, marching and 
deploying; which Austr^ins cannot manage with Pmssianve- 
locity. “ Swift wdth it, here abbtit Sterbohol at least, my fifth! 
For here are the Prussians witlun wdnd of us !’* urges Browne. 
And here straightway the hurricane does break loose. 

Wlnterfeld, the van of Schwerin's infantry (Schwerin’s own 
regiment, and^om^ others, with him), is striding rapidly on 
Stcrbohol; Winterfeld catches it before Browne can. But near 
by, behind Iha^important post, on the TJomoly HiH {Berg or 
‘Mountain/ nothing like so higl) as Constitution Mountain), 
are cannon-batteries of devouring quality; which awaken on 
Vfmterfeldi as he rushes out doubl^uick on the advancing 
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Austrians; and are fatal to Winterfeld’s atten^pt, and nearlj^ 
to Wlnterfdid himself. Wintcrfeld, heavily wounded, sank In 
swoon from his horse; and awakening again in a pool of 
blond, found his men all ,oiT, rushing back upon the main 
Schwerin Dody; ‘Austrian grenadiers gazing on the thing, 
about eighty paces off, not venturing to follow.’ Winterfeld, 
half-dead, scrambled across to Schwerin, who is now cume-up 
with the main body, hiS Aotlt line fronting the Austrians here. 
And there ensued, about Sterbobol and neighbourhood, led on 
by Schwerin, such a death-wrestle as was seldom seen'in the 
Annals of War. Winterfeld's miss of Sterbohol was the be¬ 
ginning of it; the exact course of sequel none can describe 
though the end is well known. 

The Austrians now hold Sterbohol with firm grip, backed 
by those batteries from Homoly Hill. Redoubts, cannon-bat¬ 
teries, as wc said, stud all the held; the Austrian stock of 
artillery is very great; arrangement of it cunning, practice 
excellent; docs ^honour to Prince Lichtenstein, and indeed ia 
the real force of the Austrians on this occasion. Schwerin 
must have Sterbohol, in spite of batteries and ranked Austrians, 
and Winterfeld’s recoil tumbling round him :—and rarely had 
the oldest veteran such a problem. Old Schwerin (fiery as 
ever, at the age of 73) has been in many battles, from Blen¬ 
heim onwards; and now has got to his hottest and his kst. 
“ Vanguard could not do it; main body, we hope, kindling all 
the hotter, perhaps may!” A most willing mind is in these 
Prussians of Schwerin’s : fatigue of over-marching has tired 
the muscles of them; but (heir hearts,—all witnesses say, these 
(and through these, their very muscles, * always fresh again, 
after a few minutes d; br^thing-time') were beyond compari¬ 
son, this day! 

-( Schwerin's Prussians, as they ‘ march-up’ (that is, as tiiC7 
front and advance upon the Austrians), are everywhere saluted 
by case-shot, from Homoly Hill and the batteries northwaid 
of Homoly; but march on, this main line of them, finely re¬ 
gardless of it or of Winterfeld’s disaster ^y it.. The general 
Prussian Order this day is: “By push of bayonet; no firing, 
none, at aay rate, till you see the whites of theirr eyes I” Swift, 
steady as on the parade-ground, swiftly making up their gaps 
again, the Prussians advance, on these terms; and are now 
near those “fine sleek pasture-grounds, unusually green (or 
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the season/* figure the actual pepping upon these fine 
pasture-grounds —mud-tanks> verdant with mere * bearding 
oat-crop* sown there as carp-provender! Figure the sinkm^ 
of whole regiments to the knee; to the middle, some of iUliti; 
the steady march become a wild scrawl thiough viAoiu mud, 
mere ease-shot singing round you, tearing you away at its 
eaaal Even on those terrible terms, the Prussians, by dams, 
by footpaths, sometimes one maii^l]^*C|^st,%prawl steadily for- 
ward, trailing their cannon with tnem ; only a few regiments, 
in the footpath parts, cannot bring (heir cannon. Forward ; 
rank again, when the ground will carry; ever forward, the 
case-shot getting ever more murddrous I No human pen can 
describe the deadly chaos which ensued in that quarter. Which 
lostedj in desperate fury, issue dubious, for above three hours; 
and was the crisis, or essential agony, of the Battle. Foot- 
chargings (once the mud-transit was accomplished), under 
storms of grape-shot from Homely Hill; by and by, Horse- 
chargings, Prussian against Austrian, southward of Ilomoly 
and Sterbohol, still farther to the Prussian ^eft; huge whirl¬ 
pool of tumultuous death-wrestle, every species of spasmodic 
edort, on the one side and the other ;—King himself present 
there, as I dimly dUcover; Fcldmarschall Browne eminent, in 
the last' of his fields ; and, as the old NUbelnn^cit has it, ^ a 
tnjgrdcr grim and great* going on. 

Schwer]n*s Prussians, in that preliminary struggle through 
the mud-tanks (which Winter fold, I think, had happened to 
skirts and avoid), were hard bested. This, so far as 1 can learn, 
was the worst of the chaos, this preliminary part. Intolerable 
to human nature, this, or nearly so; even to human nature ot 
the Platt-Teutsch type, improved ^ Pj^ssian drill. Winlcr- 
feld's repulse we saw; Schwerin’s own Regiment in it. Various 
repulses, I perceive, there were,—*ficsh regiments from, our 
Second Line’ storming-in thereupon; till the i)0oy repulsed 
people 'took breath,’ repented, 'and themselves stormed-in 
again,* say the Books. Fearful tugging, swagging and sway- 
ing is conceivable, in this Sterbohol problenr! And after long 
scanning, I xHthei^udge it was in the wake of that first re¬ 
pulse, and of some other farther on. that the veteran 
Schwerin himself got bis dcath^ No one times It tor us ; but 
the fact is unforgettable; and m the dim whirl of sequences, 
dimly places itsdf there. Very certain it is, 'at sight of lus 
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own r^ment in retreat,' ^eldmarscball Sch>^n seized the 
co^>urs,—as did other Generals, who are not named, that day. 
Seizes the colours, fiery old man; “Heran, meitu Kinder (This 
my sons) 1" and rides ahead, along the straight dam again; 
his ’sons’ ill turning, and with hot repentance following. ”On, 
my children, Henin!" Five bits of grape-shot, deadly each of 
them, at once hit the old man; dead he sinks thereon hisdhg; 
and will never tiglfi raoxf.. "Heranl" storm the others with 
hot tears; Adjutant von Platen takes the flag; Platen, too, is 
instantly shot; but another takes it. "Heron, On t" in wild 
storm of rage and grief:—in a word, they manage to do the 
work at Stcrbohol, they and the rest. First line, Second HOe, 
Infantry, Cavalry (and even the very Horses. I suppose), fight¬ 
ing inc.\prcssibly; conquering one of the worst problems ever 
seen in War. For the Austrians too, especially their grenadiers 
there, stood to it toughly, and fought bke men;—and ‘ every 
■ grenadier that survived of them,’ as I read afterwards, * got 
‘ double pay for jife.’ 

Done, that Sterbohol work;—those Foot-chargings, Horse- 
chargings; that batter)- of Homoly Hill; and, hanging upon 
that, all manner of redoubts and batteries to the rightward and 
rearward :—but how it was done no pen can describe, nor any 
intellect in clear sequence understand. An enormous miUe 
there: new Prussian battalions charging, and ever new, isje- 
prcssible by case-shot, as they successively get up; Marshal 
Browne too sending for new battalions at double-quick from his 
left, disputing stiffly every inch of his ^ouod. Till at length 
(hour not given), a cannon-shot tore-away his foot; and he bad 
to be carried into Prag, mortally wounded. "WTiidi probably 
was a most important oircuifistance, or the most important of aB. 

Important too, I gradually see, was that of the Prussian 
Hgjse of the Left Wing. Prussian HorsA of the extreme left, as al¬ 
ready noticed, had, in the mean while, fallen-in, well southward, 
round by certmn lakelets about Micbelup, on Browne’s extreme 
right; furiously charging the Austrian Horse, which stood 
ranked there in many lines; breaking h, then again half broken 
by it; but again raliying, charging it a second tinSte, then a Hard 
time, ‘ botl^to front and flank, amid whirlwinds of dust’ (Ziethen 
busy there, not to mention indignant Wamery and otho-s) 
and at length, diiving it wholly to the winds: ' beyond Nussel, 
towards the Sazawa Country;’ never seen again that day. Prince 
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Kari (after Jhtwat's death*woun^ <h* befoTe» I never know) 
came galloping to rally that important Right Wing of bcpe« 
Prince Karl did his very utmost there; obtesting, praying. 



a cramp, or intolerable twinge of spasm, through Prince Karl’s 
ow 4 i person (breast or heart), like to take the life of him: so 
thzu he too had to be carried intg t 9 the doctors. And 
bis Cavalry fled at discretion ; chased by Ziethen, on Friedrich’s 
express order, and sent quite over the horizon* Enough, 'by 
about half-past one,’ Sterbobol work is thoroughly done: and 
the Austrian Battle, both its Commanders gone, has heeled 
fairiy downwards, and is in an ominous way. 

The whole of this Austrian Right Wing, horse and foot, 
batteries and redoubts, which was put fn poience, or square- 
wise, to the main battle, is become a ruin; gone to confusion; 
hovers in distracted clouds, seeking roads to run away by, 
which it ultimately found. Done alt this surgly was \ and poor 
Browne, mortally wounded, is being carried off the ground; 
but in what sequence dono, under what exact vicissitudes of 
aspect, special steps of cause and effect, no man can say; and 
only imagination, guided by these few data, can paint to itself. 
Such a chaotic whirlwind of blood, dust, mud, artillcry-tliunder, 
sbriphurous rage, and human death and victory,—who shall 
pretend to describe it. or draw, except in the gross, the scieO'- 
tide plan of it ? 

For, in the mean tlme,-*I think while the dispute at Ster« 
boholt on the extreme of the Austrian right wing ' in joiner’s- 
square form/ was past the hottest (but nobody will give the 
hour),—there has occurred anotlftr tHngi much calculated to 
settle that. And, indeed, to settle everything;—as it did. 
This was a vc^unteer &ploit, upon the very elbow or of 
said ' joiner's-square in the wet grounds between Hlaupetin 
and Kyge, a gc^ way north of Sterbohol. Volunteer exploit; 
on the part of General Mann stein, our old Russian friend; 
which Friedrich, a long way off from it, blames as a rash fault 
of Mannsteio’s, r&de good by Prince Henri and Ferdinand of 
Brunswick tunning up to mend it; but which WyUerfeld, and 
subsequent good judges, admg to have been highly salutary, 
and -to have finished everything. It went, if I read right, some¬ 
what as follows. 
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In the Kyge-Hlaupetiiuquarter, at the cortter of Uiat Aus¬ 
trian right wing eit/ioUnce, there had, much contrary to Browne's 
intention,aperceptible gap occurred; the comer is openthwe; 
nothing in it but batteries and swamps. The Austrian right wing, 
whicling aoutliward, there’to form poUnce^ and scrambling 
and marching, then and subsequently, through such ground at 
double-quick, had gone too far (had thinned and lengthened 
itself, as is common, in(.si;ch scrambling, and double-quick 
movement, thinks Tempelhof), and left a little gap at elbow; 
which always rather widened as the stress at Sterbohol went 
on. Certain enough, a gap there is, covered only by some half¬ 
moon battery in advance:’into this. General Mannstein has 
been looking wistfully a long timei "Austrian Line fallen out 
at elbow yonder; clouted by some battery in advance-and 
at length cannot help dashing loose on it with his Division. A 
man liable to be rash, and always too impetuous in battle-time. 

He would have fared ill, thinks Friedrich, had not Henri 
and Ferdinand, in pain for Mannstein (some think, privately 
in preconcert with him), hastened in to help; and done it alto¬ 
gether in a shining way; surmounting perilous difficulties not 
a few. Hard fighting in that comer, partly on the Sterbohol 
terms; batteries, mud-tanks; chargings, reebargings: "Com¬ 
rades, you have got honour enough, Kameradent ihrhabtEhre 
genu^' (the second man of you lying dead); "let us nowtryf’ 
said a certain Regiment to a certain other, in this business. 
Prince Henri shone especially, the gallant little gentleman: 
coming upon one of those mud-tanks with battery beyond, 
his men were spreading file-wise, to cross it on the dams; 
"Burseke, this way!” cried the Prince, and plunged-in middle- 
deep, right upon the be tter)* and over it, and victoriously took 
possession of it In a word, they all plunge forward, in a shin- 
ing^ gianner: rush on those batf-moonSiatteries, regardless of 
results; rush over them, seize and secure them. Rush, in a 
word, fairly into that Austrian hple-at-elbow, torrents more 
following them,—and irretrievably ruin both fore-arm and 
shoulder-arm of the Austrians thereby. 

Fore-arm (Austrian right wing, if still striigglibg and wrig¬ 
gling about Sterbohol) is taken in flank; shouldes.«arm, or main 
line, the like; we have them ^tb in flank; with their oam 
batteries to scour them to destruction herethe Austrian 

* Archeaboltt, L 75: TempeUioC fte. 
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Line, tbroughoat, is become a ruit% Has to hurl itself rapidly 
to rightwards, to rearwards, says Tempelhof, behind what^e- 
doubts and strong points it may have in those parts; and then, 
by sure stages (Tempelhof guesses three, or perha^ four), as 
one redoubt after another is torn trom the loose ^asp of it, 
and the stand made becomes ever weaker, and the confusion 
wowe,—to roll pell-mell into Prag, and hastily close the door 
behind it. The Prussians, Sterbolioiiiteopll, Mannstein-Henri 
people, left wing and right, are quite across the Zisca Back, on 
by Nussel (Prince Karl's headquarter that was), and at the 
Moldau Brink |gain, when the thing ends. Ziethen's Hussars 
have been at Nussel, very busy plundering there, ever since 
that final charge and chase from Sterbohol. Plundering; and, 
I am ashamed to say, mostly drunk: “ Your Majesty, I cannot 
rank a hundred sober,” answered Ziethen (doubtless with a kind 
of blush), when the King applied for them. The King himself 
has got to Branik, farther up stream. Part of the Austrian foot 
fled, leftwards, southwards, as their right wing of horse had all 
done, up theMoldau. About 16,000 Austrians are distractedly 
on flight that way. Towards the SarawaCountr)*; to unite with 
Daun, as the now advisable thing. Near 40,000 of them are 
getting crammed into Prag; in spite of Prince Karl, now re¬ 
covered of his cramp, and risen to the frantic pitch; who vainly 
struggles at the Gate against such inrush, and had even got 
through the Gate, conjuring and commanding, but was himself 
swum-in agiji^iy those panic torrents of ebb-tide. 

Rallying i^hin, he again attempted, twice over, at two 
different points, to get out, and up the Moldau, with bis broken 
people; but the Prussians, Nussel-Branik way, were awake to 
him: No repeat up the Moldau fofyouf Austrian gentlemen!” 
They tried by another Gate, on the other side of the River; 
but Keith was awake td8: “ In again, ye Austrian gentlemen I 
Qosed gates here too. What else ?” Browne, from his bed of 
pain (death-bed, as it proved), was for a much more determined 
outrush: ” la the dead of night, rank, deliberately adjust your¬ 
selves * storm out, one and all, and cut your way, night favour¬ 
ing !” That Bfowne’s last counsel; but that also was not 
taken. A reajjy noble Browne, say all judges; died here in 
about six weeitt,—-and got awpy from Kri^s-Hofratbs and 
Prince Karls, and the stupidity of neighbours, and the other 
ills that flesh is heir to, altogmher. 
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At Branik the victoricns King had one ^eat disappoi&t- 
ment: Prince Moritr of Dessaa, who should have t>een here 
long hours ago, with Keith's right wing, a fresh ! 5,0009 to &U 
upen tbe^^cnemys rear;—^no Moiits visible; not even now, 
when the business is to chase! "‘How is this?” ‘‘ Ill luck, 
your Majesty I” Moritz's Pontoon Bridge would not reach across, 
when he tried it. ^Tbat is certain: *just three poor pontSons 
wanting/ Rumour sa)^*:i-t?.ree or more; spoiled* I am told, 
in some narrow road, some short-cut which Moritz had com* 
manded for them: and now they are not; and it is as if three 
hundred had been spoiled,, Moritz, would he die for it, can* 
not get his Bridge to reach: bis fresh 15,000 stand futile there; 
not even Seidlitz with his light horse could really swim across, 
though he tried hard, and ts fabled to have done so. Beware 
of short-cuts, my Prince: your Father that is gone, what would 
be say of you here t It was the worst mistake Prince Moritz 
ever made. The Austrian Army might have been annihilated, 
say judges (of a^sanguine temper), had Moritz been ready, at 
his hour, to fall-on from rearward;—and where bad their re¬ 
treat been? As ii is, ihc Austrian Army is not annihilated; 
only bottled into Prag, and will need sieging. The brightest 
triumph has a bar of black in it, and might always have been 
brighter, Here is a flying Note, which I will subjoin: 

‘ Friedrich’s dispodtions for the Battle, this day^ are allowd to 
^ have been masterly; but there was one signal fault, thinks Retzow: 

• That he did not, as Schwerin coanselled, wait till the morrow. 

^ Fault which brought many in the train of it; that of his •‘tired 
‘ soldiers/’says Keizow, being only a hrst item, and small in com^ 
•pamou. “Had bo wailed fill the morrow, those dsh-ponds of 

• Slerbohol, examined p thi inienm, need not have been mistaken 
‘ for green meadows; Prince Moritz, with his 15,000, would have 
‘ been a fact, instead of a fldse hope; the^King might have done his 
‘ £^rching down upon Stcrb<^ol in the night-time, and been ready 
‘ for the Austrians, flank, or cveu rear, at daybreak: the King m^t” 
‘ —In reality, this fault seems to have bc^ considerable; to nave 
‘ made the vit^ory far more costly to him, and ihr less complete* No 
‘ doubt he had his reasons for makuig haste: Daun, advancing Pn^- 
‘ wanl with 30,000, was within three marches Whinf; General Beck, 

‘ Pami’s %*anguard, with a 10,000 of irregulars, did a kind of feat at 
‘ BrandeiSf^on the Pnissian post there (ov Saxons^escrdi^ to him, 

• in the heat of action), this verjPday, May 6th; and might, if lucky, 

• have taken part at' Ziscabeig nett day. And besMea these aolid 

• reasons, there was perhaps another* Retsow, who n seoredy of 
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e^khUrtrs?* 

^ the Oppositioa-^rty^ and well wort^ hearings knows personally a 

* curious tking. He says; ^ 

“ Bring then” (in March or April, weeks before we left Saxony) 
** employee t to tn^lale the €/ 0 /^aHofts into French, for Mar- 
** sl^ol Keith’s u&; who did not understand German, lawell Mow 
that it contained the following three main objects s i®. ‘ All Rcgi- 
meats cantoning in Silesia as well as Saxony march for Bohemia 
** oS one and the same day. Whole Army arrives at Prag May 
** 4th* (Schw'erm was a day later, an<h gtf«acofl<»l in consequence) 
** 'if the Enemy stand, he is attacked May 6th, and beaten. 3®. Sa 
** soon os Prag is got, Schwerin, with the gross of the Army, pushes 
Jntp Mahren,’ and the heart of Austria iuelf; 'King liastens with 
** 40,000 to help of the Allied Army,’”—Royal Highness of Cumber^ 
land’a; who will much need it by that time 

' Here is a very curious fact and consideration. That the King 

* had so prophesied and preordained: ''May 4th, Four Columns arrive 

* at Prag; May 6th, attack the Austriojis, beat them,”—and now 
' wished to keep his word 1 This is an aerial reason, which 1 can 
' suspect to have had its weight among others. There were twirls of 
' that kind in Friedrich; intricate weak places; /.'M/s in the sound 

* straight ^fibred mind he had (as in whose mimPare they not?),— 
' tvhich now and then coht him <lcar! The Anccdole-Books say he 
' was very ill of body, that day, May 6ih ; and called for something 

* of drug nature, and swallowed it (drug not namcnl), after getting on 

* horseback. The Evening Anecdote is prettier: Ilow, in the rushing 
' about, Ans^ians now flying, begot eye on liroiher Henri* (clayey 
to^ degree); 'and sat down «ilh hijn, in the Idcsscd sunset, fora 
‘ minute or two, Mid bewailed his sad losses of S<.hwetin and others. 

' Certain it is, the victory was bought by haixl flgJjling ; and but 

* for the quality of Ids troops, bad not been there. Ihit the bravery 

* of the Prussians was exemplary, and covered all mistakes tltat were 

' mode. Nobler fitx:, when did it bum In any Army ? More perfect 
' soldiers 1 have not read of Platt-Teutsch Arc,—which I liken to 
^ anthracite, in comradistiucllon to of kindled straw,— 

* is thrice noble, when, by strict stem discipline, you are above it 
‘ withal; and wield your ^rc-e 1 cmeni, os Jove his thunder, by rule ! 
‘ Otherwise it U but half>adtnirable: Turk-Janissaries have it oTftcr- 

* vnst} and it cmnes to comparatively little.’ 

This is the famed Battle of Prag; fought May 6th, 1757; 
which sounded through all the world,—and used to deafen us 
in drawing*>r«tns«7ithin man’s memory. Results of it were: 
On the Pnissian side, killed, wounded and missing, 12,500 
men; on the Austrian, 13,000 (prisoners included)? with many 
dags, cannon, tents, much wai^ear gone the wrong road 
ai^ a great humiliation and displritment; though they 

^ K«ttov,i 840. 
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bad fought well: No ^ouger the old Autitriaus^ by any 
means/’ as Friedrich sees; but have iron ramrods, all manner 
of^Prussian improvements, and are ^Meaming to march,” as 
he once says, with surprise not quite pleasant I 

^ Friediich gives the c^her of loss, on both sides, nmch 
higher: * This Battle/ says he, 'which began towards nine in 
' the morning, and lasted, chase included, till eight at night, 

' was one of the bloodiert qf the age» The Enemy lost 24,000 

* men, of whom were 5,000 prisoners; the Prussian loss 

* amounted to 18,000 fighting men,—without counting Marshal 
' Schwerin, who alone was worth above 10,000/ 'This day 
' saw the pillars of the Prussian Infantry cut dowi^’ says he 
mournfully, seeming almost to think the 'laurels of victory* 
where purchased too dear. His account of the Battle, as if it 
had been a painful object, rather avoided in his after^thoi^hts, 
is unusually indistinctand helps us little in the extreme con* 
fusion that reigns otherwise, both in the thing itself and in the 
reporters of the thing. Here is a word from Winterfeld, some 
private Letter, two days after; which is well worth reading 
for those who would understand this Battle. 

' The Enemy hnd bis Left Wing leaning on the City, close by the 
' Moidau/ at Nusscl; 'and stretched with bis Right Wing across the 
' high lliir (of Zisca) 'to the village of Lieben’ (so he Aad stood, 
looking into Prag; but faced abont, on hearing that Friedrich was 
across the River) ; ' having before him those terrible Defiles* (<& 
terribUn Defilits^ "Horse-shoe of the Moldau,** as we call it), 'and 
' the village of Pros&ik, which was crammed with Pandoura. It was 
' about half-past six in the morning, when our Schwerin Army* {my* 
^ self part of it, at this time) 'joined with the twenty battalions ai^ 
' twenty squadrons, which the King had brought across to unite with 
' us, and which formed^our uight wing of battle that day’ (our left 
wing were Schweriners, Sterbohd and the fighting done by Schwer- 
iners after their long inarch). 'The Kingvwas at once determined to 
' atr«iCk the Enemy > as also were Schwerin* (say nothing of the 
aiguing) 'and your humble servant {indfie W<nigkdt)i but the first 
' thing was, td find a hole whereby to get at him. 

' This too was; selected, and decided on, my proposal being foosd 

* good; and took effect in manner following: We’ (Schwerioeo) 'had 
' marched off left-wise, foremost; and we no^ vniiont halq con* 
' tinned marching so with the Left Wing* of horse, 'whidh had the 
' van (/Ar); 'and moved on, keeping the road for Hlafipetin, and ever 
' thence onwards along for Kyg^ round the Ponds of U&ter«Fod* 

* sdieniu, without ae^ing to pass these, and so as to ^ them in 
' our rear» 
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6 tli H«qr tf$y, 

< The Enemff who at first hod e^^ted nothing bad, and nerer 

* supposed that we would attack him at once, flagrantf delicto^ aad 
Heast of all in this point; ami did not believe it possible, asVe 
‘ should have to wade, breost-deep in part, through the ditches, and 
^ drag our cannon,—was at first quUeftranquii. But as begat to 

* perceive our real design (tu which, they say, Prince l^rl was the 

* first to open Marshal Btwne's eyes),, he drew his whole Cavalry 

* ovlr towards us, as fast os it could be done, and stretched them 
^ out as Right Wing; to complete wiikh,»Kis GKnadiers and Hunga« 

* rian Regulars cS, Foot ranked themselves as they got up* (makes his 
potenci^ Haktn^ or joiner's-square, outmost end of it Horse). 

'The Enemy's intention was to hold with the Right Wing of hts 

* infantry on the Farmstead which they caii Sterbaholy’ (Stcrbohol, a 
▼ery dirty Farmstead at this day); * I, however, had the good iuck, 
*phmgjng on, head foremost, with six battalions of our l.cft Wing 

* and two of the Flank, to get to it before him. Although our Second 

* Line was not yet come forward, yet, as the battalions of the First 
‘ were tolerably well together, I decided, with General Fonciuet, who 
‘ had charge of the Flank, to b^in at once; and, that t)ie ICnemy 

* might not have time to post himself still better, I pushed forward, 
^ quick step, out of the Farmstead' of SterbohoU' lo meet him,—so 
^ fast, that even our cannon had not time to follow. He did, accord^ 
' ingly, begin to waver; and 1 could observe ilut his people here, on 
^ this Wing, were making right-about. 

' Meanwhile, his fire of case-shot opened’ (from l^Iomoly Hill, on 
our lefi), ‘and we were still pushing on,—might now be about two 

* l^odred steps from the Enemy’s Line, when 1 had the misfortune, 
' at the head of R^raent Schwerin, to get wounded, and, swooning 
' away (vor Tid), fell from my horse to lltc ground. Awakening 

* after some minutes, and raising my head to look about, I found 
^ nobody of our people nowhere l>eskle or round me; but all were 

* already behind, in full flood of retreat (/«vA ^nsc A/( 7 ^c'H), The 
< Enemy’s Grenadiers were perhaps eighty paces from me; but had 

* halted, and had not the confidence t^foUc^ us. I struggled to my 

* feet, as fast as, for weakness, 1 possibly could ; and got up to our 

* confused mass’ exact place, where?): 'but could 

' not, by entreaties or by threats, persuade a single man of th^ to 

* turn his face on the Enemy, much less to hah and try again. 

' In this embarrassment the deceaseil Fcldmarschall found me, and 
' noticed that the blood was flowing stream-wise from my neck. As 
^ I was on foot, and cone of my people now near, he bade give me 

* his led hors#Whi( 3 ll he still had’—(and sent me home for surgery? 
Winterfeld, handsomely effacing himself when no longer good for 
anything, hurrifis on to the Catastrophe, leaving us to^ess that he 
was Msf an eyC'^witness farther)—^^ade gjvc me the led horse which 
‘be still had; amT (as if that bad happened directly after, which 
surely it did not? ^aud) snatched the flog from Captain Kohri who 
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* had (ftketi it ap to moke the Bmche turn, luMI fhde fomrd trith 
^ it himseli*. But before he c&ld succeed ia the attempt this excel- 
' lAit man^ almost in a minute^ was hit with five me-shot balls, and 

* fell dead on the ground ; as also his brave Adjutant von Platen was 

* s<^woundpl that he died nes^ day. 

‘ During this couftt.sion and rt^mlse, by which, as alre^ly mest* 

* tioned, the Enemy bod not the heart to profit, not only was our 

* Second Line come on« but those of the First, who had 

* went vigorously Enemy/—^d in course of time (per* 

haps two hours yet), and by dmt of effort, we did manage Stert^ol 
and its battenes:— 4 ^ikc as* (still in one seoteace, and without the 
least puncluatiou i Wintcrfcld being little of a grammarian, and in 
haste for the dose), * Like a$ Prince Henri's Royal Highness m(h 

* our Rigid Wing,* Mann>«tein and he, * without waiting for order^ 

* attacked so and with such f<rnifti^^ in that eibaw*hole &r 

north of * that evcrywbcie the l^eny*s Line began to give way; 

* and instead of continuing as Line, sought corps*wise to gain the 
‘ Heights, and there post itself. Ami as without winning said 

* we could not win the Battle, we had to stona them all, one after 

* the other; and this it uas that cost us the best, most and bravest 

' people. « 

' Tiie Iste Colonel von GoUr* (if we glance back to Sterbohol 
itself), ^who, with the icgiment Fou^uet, was advancing, right*hand 
‘of Schwerm legiincnt’ and your servant, ‘had likewise got quite 
‘ close to the Enemy; and had he nrit, at the very instant when he 
‘ was levelling bayonets, been shot down, I think that he, with my* 
‘ self and the Schwerin regiment, would have got in,*—and peri^gps 
have there done Uie job, special and general, with much leas expense, 
and sooner!^ 

This is what we get from Winterfeld; a rugged, not much 
grammatical man, but (as I can perceive) with excellent eyes 
in his head, and interior talent for twenty grammatical people, 
had that been his line. T^fse, faithfully rendered here, with¬ 
out change but of pointing, arc the only words I ever saw of 
his ; to my regret,—which surely tj]^ Prussian Dryasdust 
migfr still amend a little ?—in respect of so distinguished a 
person, and chosen Peer of Friedrich*$. This his brief theory 
of Prag Battle, if intensely read, I find to be of a piece with 
bis practice there. 

Schwerin was much lamented in the Army; and has been 
duly honouaed ever since. His body lies in Skhweriusbuig, 
at borne, far away; his Monument, finale of a scries of Momi* 

^ Preusb, ii. 4«.47 (in WlatcrfeUl'a bud; doted ‘ Comp at Fmg, 6th May vjif f 
add«e<>^ to 000 «&owt oot whom; fint piinud by PreuM^ 
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mcnts, stands, onder special guardianship, near Sterboboi 
on the spot where he fell. A late Tourist says : ^ 


' At first there was a monument of wood* (/yiv* planted, I uill hope), 

* which is now all gone; round this Kaiser Joseph II. once, in^Uie 

* year 1776, holding some review there,^mede his grenocIiA battabons 

* and artilleries form circle, fronting tlie sky all round, and give three 

* voUeys of great arms ami small, Kaisc# in the ccolre dofhng hat at 

* eaoi volley, in litmour of the hero. Which ^as^hought a very pielty 
' thing on the Kai^r*s part In 1 Si^^h^.tee, I suppose, being gone 

* to a itiunp, certain subscribing Prussian OlTucrs had it rooted out, 

* and a modest Pyramid of red*vcincd marble built in its room. Which 

* latter the then King of Pratsia, Friedrich Wilhelm III., determined 

* to improve upon; and eo^ in 1S39, built a sec^md Pyramid close by, 

* bigger, finer, and of Prussian iron, this one {—purchasing also, from 
^ the Austrian Uovemment, a rood or two ot gtound for ^ito; and ap- 

* pointing some perpetual PccuHum, or increase of Pension to an Aus- 
^ UiflU Vcieran of merit for talcing clutrge there. All which, perfectly 
' in order, is in its place at this day. 1 he actual Austrian Pensioner 
^ of merit is a loud-voiced, hard-facctl, vciy limited, but honest httle 

* fellow; who has worked ditch and miniatuie hedge 

* round the two Monulff^tn; keeps his own cottage, little garden, and 
‘ self, respectably clean; and leads stoically a lone life,—no company, 

* I should think, but the Sterbohol hiitds, who probably are Czechs 

* and cannot spenk to him. lie W'QS once **of the regiment llohen- 
^ lobc;^’ suffers somewhat from cold, io the winter lime, in those up- 
' land parts (the cords erfwooeV^ allowed him being limited); but 

* cctPtpUtns of nothing else* Two KngUsh nnmca were in his Album, 

* tt miliUiy two, and no more. Ekr^tdoi //<•/</(Honour the Hero] I” 
‘ we said to him, at parting. '^I>on*t IT' answered he; glancing at 

* his muddy bare legs and Uttle spade, witli which he had been work- 

* ing in the Polygon Ditch when wc anlved. I could wi^h him on 

* additional Ktafier (cord more of firewood), now and then, 

* in the cold mondts f— 

* Sterbohol Faitnstcad has been ncs^ulUf in man’s memory, but 


is dirty as ever. Agriculture, all over this table kn<l of the Zisca- 
berg, I should judge to le bod. Not bO the prospect; whirb^is 
cheerfully extensive, picturesqae lo parts it> the student of Fried- 
rich oSera good commentary. Rouls. mansions villages: Prossil:, 
Kyge, Podschemitz, from the Heights of Chaber round lo Nub^'^cl 
«c^ beyond: from any knoll, all Frietlrich’s VilJaccs nnd many 
nsore, lie roui^ you as on u ma]>,—their dirt all hidden, nothing 
want^g to the^amdfta])c, weie it ikticr caipctcd with green (green 
instead ofruss^, and sJiadcd here and thuc with wooi]^ A snull 
wild pink, bri^t^red, and of the size of a ^t'^r, grows extensively 
about ; of which you ore tempted (0 pluck specimens, as memorial 
of a Field fo ioin^ in War.^ 

^ Tourist’s Mote tSeptomber a€$fi). 
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CHAPTER til. 

PRAG CAKNOT BB COT AT OHCB. 

cWHATf^ Friedrich's emotions after the Battle of Prag were, 
do not much know. They are not inconceivable^ if we read 
his situation well; but in ^the way of speech, there is, as usual, 
next to nothing. Here are two stray utterances, worth gather* 
ing from a man so un^mmunicative in that form. 

Fritdyick a Mcnih heftfre Ptng (From Lockwit2| S5th Mardi, to 
Princess Amelia, at Berlin).—^ My dearest Sister, 1 give you a thou* 

* sand thanks for the hints you have got me from Dr. ^ler on the 

* illness of our dear Mother. Thrice-welcome this; and reassures me* 
(alas, not on good basts!) * against a misrortune which I should have 

* considered very great for rec. 

* As to ns and our posture of affairs, political and military,---place 
^ yourself, 1 conjure you, akwe every event Think of our Country; 

* and remember that ono’.s first duty is to defend it. If you learn that 
‘ a misfortune happens io one of us, ask, *^Did he die fighting?*' and 

* ii Yub, give thanks to (jo<L w c]s<^ death, (here is nothing 

* else for us ; one or the other y^c must have. All the world here is 

* of that temper. What! you would have everybody sacrifice his life 

* for the State, and you won hi not have your Brothers give the ex* 
‘ ample ? Ah, my dear Sister, at this crisis, there is no room for 
' bargaining, hither at the summit of glorious success, or else abol* 

* idled allogcLhcr. This Cani])aign now coming is like that of Fhar* 
‘ salia for Rome, or that of Leuclia for the Cre^s,’—a Campaign we 
verily sliaJl Ijave to win, or go to wreck uponP 

fritdrich shortly ajtcr Vra^ (To his Mother, Letter Still extant in 
Autograph, without date).—‘ My Brothers and I arc still wclL The 

* whole Campaign runs risk of being lost to the Austrians; and I find 
^ myself free, u ith 750,000 men. Add to this, tliat wc are masters of 
^ a Kmgduin* (Bohemia hert^ 'which is obliged to furnish us with 
' troops and money, lue Austrians are dispersed like straw before 

* the wind. I will send a part of my troops to compliment Messieurs 

* ihp French; and am going* (if I once'nod Frag!) 'to pursue the 

* Austrians with the rest of my Amy.'* 

Friedriclb who keeps his emotions generally to himself, 
does not, as will be seen, remain quite silent to us throu^out 
this great Year; but, by accident, has left us some rather im¬ 
pressive gleanings in that kindand certainly in no year 
could such accident Itave been luckier to us,; this of I7|7 
being, in several respects, the greatest of bis Life. From 
aearly the topmost heights down to the lowest deeps, his foiw 
^ 1 (Ekvns d 9 FrMMCt «rii. L 398. * lb. nvi. 73. 
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osdUateA this year; and [probably, of all the sons of 
Alott, nobody’s outlooks and reflections bad in them, suc^s- 
atveahd sinjuitaneous, more gigantic fonns of fear and of hope. 
He is on a very high peak at this moment; suddenly emfrg- 
ing from his thick cloud, into thunnerous victory of that kind; 
and warning all Pythons what they^et by meddling with the 
Suftgod I Loud «u>ugb, far-clanging, is the sound of the 
silver bow; gazetteers and men«alHm ^ause at such new 
Phoebus Apollo risen in his wrath ;—the Victory at Prag con¬ 
sidered to be much more annihilative than it really was. At 
London, Lord Holdemess had his Tower-guns in readiness, 
waiting to something of the kind; and * the joy of the people 
was frantic.’® 

Very dominant, our *• Protestant Champion” yonder, on 
his 2 ^ 6 cabeig; bidding the enormous Pompadour-Theresa com¬ 
binations, the French, Austrian, Swedish, Russian populations 
and dread sovereigns, check their proud waves, and hold at 
mid-flood. It is t^anghtr^wMie in effect a annihilated” the 
Austrian force at Prag, that day (Friday 6th May, as he might 
have done by waiting till Saturday yth), he could then, with 
the due rapidity, rapidity being indispensable in the affair, have 
become master of Prag, which meant of Bohemia altogether; 
‘and have stormed forward, as bis program bore, into the heart 
of «n Austria still terror-stricken, unrallied ;—in which case, it 
is calculated, the French, the Russians, Swedes, much mote 
the Reich and suchlike, would all have drawn bridle; and 
Austria itself have condescended to make Peace with a Neigh¬ 
bour of such quality, and consent to his really modest desire 
of being let alone I Possible, all this,—think Retzow and 
othen.* But the King had not wl!ted fill tomorrow ; no per¬ 
suasion could nuke him wait: and it is idle speculating on 
the small toms which Are, as everywhere, can produce each 
deflections of course. 

Beyond question, Prag is not captured, and may. as now 
garrisoned, require a great deal of capturing:—and perhaps it 
is but athis high dominancy of Friedrich's, not a solid 
tabldlan^ till rou^ more have been done I Friedrich has no- 

• 

9 ^**/ ff' * Mtmatrt (L e. tbe Sdection, » v6R. LoodcA* 

*p9pm ^ 'Bd* 
4mmm to MitdMU«_Mh Moy t 9 o.' Mitehell u now otundlaff Friednch: has 
Xotnr Cimp, dimaf m ^hamitr <d * Ffi^y Moy dth/ h givoi* tb> i 
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thins Gascon: but there may «dl be‘ conceivable at 

this time a certain glow of* mtemol pride, like that ai PluBbos 
amid the piled tempests,—like that of the One Man prevaUing, 
if but for a short seasoiu against the Devil and All Man : “ I 
ha^e mad^ good my bit uf resolntion so far: here are the 
Austrians beaten at the day, and Prag summoned to sur* 
render, as per program t"— 

Intrinsically, Flngti. ngt a strong City: ve hive seen ft 
taken in few days; in one night;—and again, as in Bdle- 
isle's time, we have seen it making tough defence for a series 
of weeks. It depends on the garrison, what extent of gamson 
(the circuit of it being so immense), and what height of humour. 
There are now 46,000 men caged in it, known to have con¬ 
siderable magazines; and Friedrich, aware that it will cost 
trouble, bends all his strength upon it, and feom his two camps, 
Ziscabe^, Weissenberg, due Bridges uniting, Koth and he 
batter it violently, aiming chiefly at the Magazines (whidi are 
not all bomb-proof); and hopr ♦'’''7-«a«y^ucceed before it U 
too late. 

The Vienna people are in the depths of amazement and 
discouragement; almost of terror, bad it not been for a few, or 
especially for one high heart among them. Feldmarsdtdl 
Daun, on the news of May 6th, hastily fdl back, joined by the 
wrecks of the right wing, which fled Sazawa way. Brunswick- 
Bevern, with a 20,000, is detached to look after Daun; finds 
Daun sUU on the retreat; greedily collecting reinforcements 
from the homeward quarter ; and hanging back, though now 
double or so of Bevem’s strength. Amazement and discourage¬ 
ment are the general feding among Friedrich's enemies. Not¬ 
able to see how the wli'^lc hostile world marching-in upon Um, 
—French, Russians, much more the Reich, poor faltering en¬ 
tity, ^ with its breath taken^away, at news Prs^; 

and, arrested on the sudden, with lifted foot, ceaKS to s^de 
forward; and merely tramp-tramps on the same place {ns^ ^ 
part, in the .Rd^b part, visiUy tramps backward), for abo^ a 
month ensuing 1 Who knows whether, practically, any of riiem 
will come on and not leave Austria by itself to do the dad 
with Friedrich ? If Prag were but got, and th/ 46,000 wriS 
locked away, it would 'be very jalutary for Friedtt^’s affitirs! 

* See C«rreif0idmee du C«mM SamUrtrmmm, m Kyi V'ilssifc i sal {dM 

ia pKus ii- 50): &<:• 
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•—W«dc viik, the City bolds oat; and there seems bo 

hope of it, eac^isy hanger, and burning their Magasinesjoy 
red'hot balte. 


Geiorui JfojW with his ** J^as-Corfs" Party makahi Fisi/l of 

didactic Nature, to the Reich. 

• Friedrich, as we saw, on enteris^ BShmcn, bad shot-ofT a 
Light Oetachment under Colonel ^ayer, Ibuthward, to seize 
any Austrian Magarines there were, especially one big Maga¬ 
zine at Pilsen which Mayer has handsomely done, May ad 
(PUsen * a bigger Magazine than Jung-Bunzlau, even'); after 
which Mayer is now off westward, into the Ober-Pfalz, into 
the NhmlMrg Countries; to teach the Reich a small lesson, 
since they will not listen to Plotho. Prag Battle, as happens, 
had already much chilled the ardour of the Reich I Mayer 
has two Fne-Corps, his own and another; about 1.300 of 
foot; to which are added a 300 of hussars. They have 5 can¬ 
non, carry otberwise^Suniiauak of baggage^; are swift wild 
fellows, sharp of sHCIm: and do, for the time, prove didactic 
to the Reich ; bringing home to its very bosom the late great 
lesson of the Zlscabetg, in an applied form. Mayer made a 
pretty course of it, into the Ob»-PfaIz Countries; scattering 
the poor Execution Drill-Sergeants and incipiencies of prepa- 
ratifln, the deliberative County Meetings, A’w/j-Convents: ran¬ 
soming Cities, Nurnberg for one city, whose cries went to 
Friedrich on the Ziscaberg, and wide over the world.^ Niirn- 
berg would have been but too happy to “ refuse its contingent 
to the Reich's Army," as many others would have been (poor 
Kur-Baiera horrying-off a kind ofEmbassy to Friedrich, great 
terror reigning among the wigs of ^genlburg, and everybody 
drawh^ 'back that could),—had not Imperial menaces, and an 
Event that fell-out by aid by in Prag Country, forced cosa- 
l^ance. 

Mayer's Expedition made a loud noise in the Newspapers; 
and was truly of a shining nature in its land; very pertectly 
managed on Mayer’s part, and has traits in it which are amus¬ 
ing to read, lad dhe time. Take one small glance from 
Pauli: • • 

‘ At FUrth in Anspach, ist June’Rafter six-dsys screwing of Num- 

• la iir. «b« HQrnberz Lettw uid Rmpoom (jirt 

I7S7): is Pauli,Z.AniirrwMf lu et 104.), Accouatof 

the Mayer Sapeoiuon i aleo is iU. ag (quotias Pauli). 
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hag from inthoQt^ which we no eaonoa to tak^, * a Gratoit; for 

* Prussian troops’ (amount not stated) ^ was demoded and giVai t 

* at Schwabnch, fartto up the R^iU RiTer, tiief took qnaiters; no 

* exemption made, clei^ and laity alike gating soldiers billem. 

^ Meat andl.lrink had to be gi(/eDi them; as also loo caroUxm* (guineas 
and better), ^ and twenty new uniforms. Upon which, next day, they 

* marched to Zimdoif, and^' the Reichsgraf PUcUer’s Mandon, the 

' Schloss of Farrenbach there. Mayer took quarter in the StAlosa * 

* itself. Here the n^ble«t got*iip a ball for Mayer’s entertain- 

* merit; and did all they could cootrire to induce a light treatment from 

* him.’ Figure it, the neighbottiing nobility and gentry in gala; Mayer 
too in his best uniform, and smiting politdy, with those * bri^t little 

* black eyes* of his I For he was a brillUnt afry kind of fellow, and 
had much of the chevalier, as well as of the partiwn, when requUte! 

' Out of Farrenbach, the Mayer people circulated iq>CA all the 

* neighbouring Lordships; at Wilhelmsdorf, the Reicbi-Fnrst von 

* H^enlohc’ (a too busy Anli-Fnissian} *bad the worst brunt to bear. 

* The adjacent lUireuth lands’ (dear Wilhelmina, fancy her too in such 
neighbourhood I) * were to the utmost spared all billetiag, and even all 
^transit/—though wandering sergeants of the Reich's Force, ’one 
’ seigeant with the Wurzburg hftnr c 01 tfffldAtr*is and ei^t common 
’ men, did get picked-up on Baireuth ground: and this or the odier 
’ Anspacli Official (Ans}Uich being disaffected), too busy on the wrong 
’ bide, found himbelt suddenly Prisoner of War; but was given up, 

’ at Wilhelmina’s gracious request. On Bambeig he was sharp as 

* flint; and had to be; the Bambeigers, rmnibreed at last by ” Circle* 

’ Militias in quantity, being colled-crut in mass gainst 

’ him; and at Vach an actual Passage of Fight had occurred/ ' 

Of the ’’Affair at Vach/' pretty little Drawn-Battle (mostly 
an affair of art), Mayer versus ’ Kreis^oeps to the amount 
6,000, with twelve cannon, or some say twenty-four’ (which 
they couldn’t handle); and bow Mayer cunningly took a posi¬ 
tion unassailable, ’bu(snt Dfridges of the Regnitz River,' and, ply¬ 
ing his five cannon against these ardent awkward peoide, $^od 
clj^erful on the other side; and the..i at last, in good time, 
whisked himself off to the Hill of Culmbach, with all his bag¬ 
gage, inexpugnable there for three days:—of all this, though it 
is set-down at full length, wc can say nothing/ At^ will add 
only, that, having girt himself and made his packages, Mayer 
left the Hill of Culmbach; and deliberately wddded home, by 
Coburg, and other Countries where he business, eating 
his way; and early in July safe in the Metal Mountains 
again; having fluttered the volscians in their Frankcaland 

f FQuUyiu. 159, Ik. (who gives Marer's owa £^ 4 rr,ikftd oUm, upoa VkAt 
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Corioli to an unexpected extent, ft is one of five or six such 
sallies Friedrich made upon the Reich, sometimes upon the 
Austrians and Reich together, to tumble-up their magazines and 
preparations. Rapid unexpected isi-oads, year after year; dbne 
^iefly by the Free-Corps; and famous enough to the then 
Gazetteers.' Of which* or of their dodts, as we can in time com¬ 
ing ^Sord little or no notice* let us this small Note on the 
Free«Coips topic, which is a large one in the Books, but must 
not interrupt us again: % 

* Before this War was done** say my Authorities, * there came 
' gradually to be twenty-one Pru^ian Free-Corps, —loot almost all; 
there being already Hussars in quantity, ever since the first Silesian 
experiences. * Notable A^regates they were of loose wandering fellows, 
^ broken Saxons, Prussians, French; ** Hongarian-Prote&tant" some oi 
^ them, Deserters ftom all the Armies’* not a few; attracted by the 
‘ fame of Friedrich,—as the Colonels enlisting them bad been; Mayer 

* himself, for instance, was by birth a Vienna man; and had been in 

* many services and war^ ftomMs g^eenth year and onwards. Most 

* miscellaneous, thesl^ramn Free-Corps; a %wf[i faculty the indis- 
pensable thing, by no means a particular character: but well-disrip- 

* lined, well-captained; who generally managed their work well. 

* They were, by c^gin, of Anti-Tolpat^ nature, got-up on the 

* diamond-cut-diamond principle; they stole a good d^, with order 

* sometimes, and oftener without; but there was nothing of the old 

* h(entsel-Trenck atrocity permitted them, or ever imputed to them; 

* mi they did, usually with good military talent, sometimes conspicu- 

* oualy g^, what was required of them. R^ular Generals, of a high 

* merit, one or two of their Captains come to be: Wunsch, for example; 

* Wemer, in some sort; and, but for his sudden death, this Mayer Unx- 

* self. Others of them, as Von Herdt (Hird is his Swedi^ name); 
' and ** Qnintua Idlius** (by nature GuiekarJ, of whom we shall hear 

* a great deal in the Friedrich cirde l^andlby), are distingnished as 

* honourably intellectual and cultivated persons.* 

* Poor Mayer died within two years hence (5th January 1759) ^ of 

* fever, csAight by usdieard-of exertions and over-fatigues; after many 

* exploits* and with the highest prospects opening on him. A man ot 
« many advaitures, of many qualities; a wild dash of chivalry in him 

* all dong* and much military and other talent crossed in the growing. 

* In the dull oM Books I read one other fact which is vivid to me, 

' That Wilhelimna,% sequel of those first Franconian explmts and 

* pmedures, given him her Order of Knighthood, d^rder qJ Sin- 

* Ceuat dc Hordfi (anto^o^phkal, at ia the first-petsoa: EoglUh 

TfiaihilM, LcadOD. tM; Sm Preach OnmaU, a worse io 1789, and a better now 
at biA Prefiee, i.-nk In v. loe-soe, 03, a detailed * Ust cpf 

the P l ed Corps in 179$* (twelve of Sms, two of home* at that time): sea J^eusi* 
tt. SfS a.; Panli (uU supiah X 
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* caity and ’~poor dear Prittc esi^ ^AnX u interest to IKl- 
be^na, this flash of her Brother’s thonder thrown into thoae FnuKmitt 
partSf and across her own pungent asmeties and aorrowfull]^ affectionate 
thol^hts, ird those weeks I— ^ 

Shortly after Mayeti about the time when Mayer wai veiKi*' 

ing homeward, General vc K Oldenburg, a very valiant punc^tnal 

old General, was yoisbc^^out westward upon Ei&rt, a City of ^ 

Kur^Mains's, to give l<&r-MaiQx a similar monition. And did 

it handsomely, impressively ^pon the Gaietteer world at least 

and the Erfurt populations,—though we am afford it no room 

in this place. Oldenburg's force was but some 2,000; Pima 

Saxons most of them:—such a winter Oldenburg has bad wkh 

these Saxons; bursting-out into actual musketry upon hkn 

once; Oldenburg, volcanically steady, summoning the Pranian 

part, To me, true Prussian Bursche r«^nd hanging nine of 

the mutinous Saxons. And has coerced and compesced them 

(all that did not contrive to desert) into soldierly obedience; 

and, 20th Juhe, appears at the uale w ISIfM with thenit to do 

his delicate errand there. Sharply conclusive, though polite 

and punctual. ** Send to Kur^Maina say you f Well, ai to 

your Citadel, and those 1,400 soldiers ^ moving peaceably 

off thither,—Yes. As to your City: within one hour. Gate open 

to us, or we open it 1 "^ And Oldenburg marches in, as vice- 

sovereign for time:—but, indeed, has soon to leave aghin; 

owing to what Event in the distance will be seen t 

If Prag Siege go wdl, *bese Mayer^Oldenburg e3q>editkms 

will have an effect on the Sekh: but if it go ill, what are 

they, against Austria with its force of steady pressure i All 

turns on the issue of £rag< 5 iege:—a fact extremely evident to 

Friedrich too I But these are what in the intaran oaa be done 

One neglects no opportunity, tries by^every method, 

^ « 

Of the singular guasi-bnoitch^ Cendition cfE^andj and 
what is to bf hoped from it for the Common Cause, 
go amiss. 

On the Britannic side, too, the ontloob are not good 
much need Friedrich were through bis Prag afta£, and ''hasten* 
ing with forty thousand to lieip bis Allies,’'—^lat Royal 

^ 3 s (v coplaio Acoooat, witk tiw Wiiihei to nA 

flw eke RttAVPIwJIrtf Utti fsMowed, the | Site* 

Mq. 



Oftjum., PRAG CANNOT BE GOT AT ONCE. 135 

Sti) Uar>s3A 

H%hnflss of Uimbeifand and Brilknnlc Parse, his only allies 
as this xfiomeBt Royal Highness and Army of Observafion 
(shotdd have been 6y,ooo. are 50 to 60,000. hired Germans; 
troops good enough, were they to^gably led) finds tic HanSver 
Progiim as bad as Schmettau and Friedrich ever represented 
if, and, already,-—unkss Prag go 4 ^ell,‘~-wears, to the under* 
staoding eye, a very contingent aspe^ D'£strdes outnumbers 
him; D'Estrdes, too, is somethiif^ of*a soldier,—a very con¬ 
siderable advantage in affairs of |par. 

D’Eardes, since April, is in Wesel; gathering-in the re- 
venQes» chaining the Officialities: mach out of discipline, they 
sayhanging' gradually ‘1.000 marauders;' in round num- 
bera, 1,000 this year.to O'Estrdes does not yet push forward, 
esring to Prag. If he do—It is well jenown how Royal High¬ 
ness Ared when he did, and what a Campaign Royal Highness 
made of it this Year 1757 1 How the Weser did prove wade- 
able, as Schmettau had said to no p urpose; wadeable, bridge- 
ahle; uid Royal iUglffins'’baa to^riggle bSck, ever back; no 
stand to'be made, or &r worse than none: back, ever back, 
’till he got into the Sea, for that matter, and to the end of more 
than one thing I Poor man, friends say he has an incurable 
Hanover Ministry, a Program that is inexecutablc. As yet he 
has not lost head, any head be ever bad: but he is wonderful, 
h^;—and his England is I We shall have to look at him once 
again; and happUy once only. Here, from my Constitutional 
Historian, are some Passages which we may as well read in the 
present interim of expectation. I label and try to arrange: 

I. Englctiid M Crisis. ‘England is indignant with its Hero of Col- 
‘ lodtn aia bis Campaign 1757; but gball^has no business to com- 
‘ plain. Royal Highness of Cumberland, writing helplessly in that 
‘ nuttser, Is a fair repres^tative of the England that now is. For 
' yetra b^k, there has been, in regard to aU things Foreign or DoAes- 
' tic in that Connlry, by way of National action, the miserablest hag- 

* gliog as to which of v^oos little-competent penons shall act for the 
‘ Njtdon. A melancholy condition indeed 1— 

‘ Sat the fact is, his Grace of Newcastle, ever since his poor Bro- 
‘ tbcT Pelham Aod fkho was always a solid, loyal kind of man, though 
' a^duUi had always, with patient aSndion, furnished his Grace, 
‘ Qndi' Msuppled otherwise, with Common-Sen^e faitbirto), is quite 
‘ iaMC|||C in Pailiament, and knowb not what hand to turn ta Fox 

* is coBa&ptaoai of hto; Pitt entirely impatient of him; Duke of 

** Blaatal, t. Ss i JUimv, L ifj. 
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* Cumberiaad {grtai in the glfiy of OoSodeo) is aiifmf to cost hio^ 

* ai;d beer rule with fats Younf Nephew, the new Risiqf Sun, as U)e 

* poor Papa and Grandfather gets old. Even Carteret (Earl (^Mvilte 

* as they now call hun, a Carteret much changed since those higfa-soar- 

* ]U| Woml^Hanau times!) vss applied to. Bat the answer ms— 
^ what could the answer be ? Hi^-soaring Carteret, scandalously 

* over'sct and harled*out isnhat Hanau thnOi had alr^y tried once 

* (long ago, and with^uch result!) to spring-lnagain, and ‘^deUmhls 

* Majesty from Actions;’’ Jki aitually had made a GtanvUle hQoi8» 

* try;'’ Ministry which fell again in one day.^t Xo the complete dit» 
^ gust of Carteret-Granville;—who, ever sinc^ sits pondero^f dor- 
' mant (kind of Fixture in the Privy Council, this long while bade); 
‘ and is resigned, in a big contemptuous way, to have had )us really 
^ considerable career closed upon him by the ssudlest o( mankind ; 

* and, except occasional blurts of strong rugged speech which come 

* from him, and a good deal of wine taken into him, disdains making 

* farther debate with the world and its elect Newcastles. Carteret, at 

* this crisis, was again applied to, Cannot you? In behalf of an af- 

* Aided old King?*’ But Carteret answered, No.^* 

* In short, U is admitted ^,"4 >eldoi& was 

* there seen such a^'Govenunent of nnglon^tlM England has seen 

* some strange Governments), as in these last Three Yean. Chaotic 

* Imbecility reigning pretty supreme. Ruler's Work,—policy, adminis- 

* tration, governance, guidanc<^ performance in any kM,—where is it 

* to be found? For if even a Walpol^ when his Talking-Apparatus 

* gets out of gear upon him, is redact to extremities, though die stoutest 

* of men,—fancy what it mil be, in like case, and how tke Actiag- 
‘ Apparatuses and Affairs generally will go, with a poor hysteri^ 

* Newcastle, now when his Common-Sense is fouUy withdrawn I The 

* poor man has no resource bu^ to shuffle about in aimless perpetual 
‘ fidget; endeavouring vainly to say Yes end No to all <]uestions, 

* Foreign and Domestic, that may rise. Whereby, in the Afiiun of 

* England, there has, as it were, universal St.-Vitns’-dance supmmed, 

* at an important cn^: Uid l&e Preparations for America, and ibr a 
‘ downright Lifc-and-Death Wrestle with France on the 

‘ Queitiofti arc quite in a bad way. In an ominously bad. Why W- 

* not we draw a veil over these things!’— 

2. fi'ttf a 4 td thf Hour of Tide. * The fidgetings and shufflings, ihM 

* subtleties, inanf trickeries and futile faitherings and thitberingft of 
^ Newcastle may be imaging; a mas not incapable of trick; but aax- 

* ious to be well with everybody,Co answer Y^,and No to al- 

* moat evaything.—and not a little pnxsled, poor km!, to get 

< in that im^si^e way! Such a paralysis of wrig[]^}ng ImbecUi^ 

* &llen over England, in this great crisis of its fortunes, as is stiU piia- 
' ful to contemplate; and indeed It has beo mostly AaimilMt Qf 
^ mind hf the modem Englishman; who tries to laugh at ft, htttaaddf 

‘ 11th February 1746’ (Tbackmy, Lffe e/C/W/tew, L ifS). Xk L *64. 
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* we^iag 1^ cM^crii^i wlndi wocl^ better beseem. Fitt speaks 

* with a tn^eal *^vaat7, ia all ^eaious dialecU^ \irAy though serious; 

* and with a dqrth of mi cocvicdoa, which is apt to be sluned over 

* and miniH altogether by a modem reader. Speaks as if this brave 
^ Engliah Naticn were about ended; li^le or no hope left^or it; here 
’ a gleam of posubili^^ and there a^leam, which soon vanishes agaitt 
^ in the &tal murk impotencies, do>i^thmpsms. Very sad to the 

* heart Fltt. A once brave Natiott arrived at its criticid point, and 
' doomed to higgle and puddle there tfil ititoy/ti in the gutters: con* 

* stdenJ>ly tragical to Fitt; who is lively^ ingenious, and, though not 

* qaittifig the Pariiamoitaiy tone for the Hebrew-Fropbetic, far more 

* seriona than the modem reader thinks. 

* In Walpole's fiook*^ there is the liveliest Picture of this dismal 

* FarUamentary HelIi^oth,«^uch a Mother of Dead Dogs as one has 
^ seldom look^ into I For the Hour is great; and the Honourable 

* GmUtmen, I must say* are small. The Hour, little as you dream 
^ of iti my Honourable Friends, is pregnAt with questions that are 
‘ immense. Wide Contineots, long Epochs and Aions hang on this 

* poor jtrgoning of yours; the Eternal Destinies are asking tlieir much- 

* fiivoured Nation, Will you, can you ? *'—much-favoured Nation is 
‘ answering in that^aid&ef. '' AstonlCffid at itsw^wn stupidity, and 

* taking refuge hi laughter. The Eternal Destinies are very patient 
' with some Nations; and cau disregard their follies, for a long while; 

* and have thdr Cromwell, have their Fitt, or what else is essential, 

* ready for the poor Nation, in a grandly :d]enl way! 

* Certain it is,~though how could poor Newcastle know it at all? 

* -^ere is again the hour of tide for England. Tide is full again; has 

* been flowing long hundreds of years, and is full: certain, too, that 
‘ time and tide wait on no man or nation. In a dialect riiSerent from 
^ Cromwell’s or Pitt% but with a sense true to theirs, I call it the 
’ Eternal Destinies knocking at England's door again; Are you ready 

* for. the crisis, Uith-polnt of long Ages to you, which is now come?" 

* Greater question had not been, for centuries past None to be named 

* wi± it rince that high Spiritual QueHon (l^ly a much higher, and 
' which was in fact the parent of this, and of all of high and great that 

* lay ahead), whidi Engird and Oliver Cromwell were ilicrc to an$- 
' wer: Will you hold by Consecrated Formulas, then, you EnglWi, 

* and eapect salvation from traditions of the elders; or are you for 
^ Divine Realities, as the one sacred and indispensable thing ?” Which 
' they did answer, in what way we know. Truly the Highest Qnes- 

* tion; which, if a Nation can answer vr//, it will grow in this world, 

* and may comP to Ik considerable, and to have many high Questions 

* to iftsweTt—tto of Pitt’s, for example. And the Answers given do 

* always extead^uough coming ages; and do always blar harvests, 
' aocntyd or ^ blemd, according as the Answers were. A thing 
^ awfafl^ true, if you have eye for it ^-4 thing to make Honourable 

tt KemHre ^tke Lmt Tm Ytart pfOeerp //• 
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* Geotlesieo serious, eve& ir the «ge ^ pmis$Mk-em i KOj ogr 

* He&d, Newcastldsms, impious F^trooasles, ia & Imou, 6 o not 

* die;-^either (thank God) do Cromwellisms and {riotfs HefoiAis; bet 
‘ are oliye for the poor Nation, even in Us somnaabulencies, ifl its 
^ shipklcsr dreams. For Nal^ofS have their somnambolendes; and, 

* at any rate, the questions put to Natirms, in different ages, vary mudL 

* Not in any age, or taming^oint in Hikoty, had England anaircred^ 

* the Destinies in sufh a dialect os now, under its Newcastie'and Na* 

* tional Palaver. * 

OfWalpoU^ <u Rif^rding Angel. ^Walpole’s Georp tki Sie»nd 
' is ft Book of far more worth than U commonly ascribed to k; atmost 
^ the one original English Book yet written on those times,—*wfakh| 

* by the accident of Pitt, are still memorable to u$. But for Walpole, 

* ^burning like a small steady light there, shining fiuthiUly, if stiitjdy, 

* on the evil and the good,-**<hat sordid muddle of the Pelfatm Pox- 

* liaments, which chanced^ be the element of things now recognisable 

* enough as great, would forever unintelligible. He is unusually 

* accurate, punctual, lucid; an irrefragable aothority on English p o in ts. 

' And if, in regard to Fore^, he cannot be called an nMerstkiding 

* witness, he 1ms read the besUJihKBuanBl^^ettibie, has conversed 
^ with select Ainba^sadon (Mitchell and tbe ITke, as we cn gcess); 

* and ha^ iafornicd lumselfto a degree fin bcy^id most ofhis contem- 

* porories. In r^ard to PuPs Speeches, in porticolar, bis brief jot* 

* tings, done rapidly while the matter was still shiniiig to him, are the 

* only Reports tbit have the lenvt human resemblance. We may thank 

* Walpole that Pitt is not dumb to us, as well as dark. Very eurioos 

* little bcratch)ng«^ and eichingv, Uiose of Walpole; frugal, mft;ri>Qt 
‘ punctual and exact; ba^ pen^ddnk outiines; at first view, all 

* barren; bald as an invoice, seemin^y; but which yield you, after long 

* study there and elsewhere, a concemble notioB of sriitit and bow 

* excellent these Pitt Speeches may have been. Ally, winged, Eke 

* arrow-flights of Phcebu> Apollo; very superlative Speeches 

* Walpole’s Book is carefulW printed, —few errors in H like Chat 
^ ^'Chapeau’’ for Chasd^ which readers rememberbut, in respect 
^ to editings may be chaiacterised as still wantiiy an Edtt^. A Book 

* wnedited; little but buy ignorance of a vd^ bc^eless typ^ thick eon* 

‘ trated darkncks, traceable throughout in the marginal ^rt Nb at* 

* tempt at aw Index, or at any td the natml helps to a r«ac|^ &ow at 

* such di^&ece item it. Nay, till you have at least masked^ da the 

* top of each page, what Month and Year it actiudly is, the B<mk dm* 

* not be read at all, —except by an idle creatue, i^iag dna 

* nothing under tbs pame of reading \* 

4. Afs^SpeeckiSf ferreshadmving Wksi. 'It b a of fSpadi in 

* your studies of modem Ei^iah Hhto^ vrilm you gtf tb^iTWdebiand 

* of Pitt’s Speeches, that they are not Parliamentary BIukJiiUidi^ But 

* which wbh bi» whole soul he means, and is latest to A* nia 
^ Mfpismg circfknstance^ when at last beecne lisnlihle, ffiaheii on 
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^ ^ nddeoi «& iift&eaiediSleraice for tl^ Speeches and yoa! Speeebea 
^ are not a tibing ofhigb moment to this EdiW; it is theHiing spok^i, 

* a nd bow fMX the tpe^er means to do it, that this Editor inquires for. 

* Too many 3 f^ 9 txim there m, isdiich be hears odmired^U round, 

* and has privat^ to entertain a vc^ bonid notion oft ^Speeclles, 

* the finest u^qaalily (were quality r^tl^ conceivable in such 

^ ^ ease}, which mat a corresponding hceiess of source and intention, 

* corresponding nobleness of purport, convictiotk tendency; these, if 

* we will reflect, arc ftightfiil instead of b£0lifur Yes;—and always 

* the ftightfulo*, the ** 6 ntt** they are; and the foster and farther they 

* go, sowing tbemaetves in the dim vacancy of men’s minds. For 
^ iipeeeho, Ukc oU human things, though the fact is now little remem- 
^ bered, do always rank tliemselves as forever blessed, or as forever 

* unblessed. Sheep or goats; on the right band of the Final Judge, 

* or etse on the left. There are Speeches which can be called true; 

* and, again, Speeches which are not (me:—Heavens, only think what 

* theM latter are 1 Sacked wind, which ^ou are intended to 

* that you may reap the whirlwind ! After long reading, I find Chat* 

* hoxn’e Speeches to i>e u hat lie pretends they are: true, and worth 

* speaking then and there^, VohV I can call them with you: 

* the higUy noble F 9 f^adow, necessary preface *nd accompaniment 

* of Actions which arc still nobler. A very singular phenomenon within 
^ those walls, or without! 

^ BUt, though nobly eloquent, is a Man of Action, not of Speech; 

* wu authentically Koyal kind of Man. And if there were u Plutarch 

* in these times, with a good deal of leisure on his hands, he might run 

* ad^uralld between Friedrich and Chatham. Two radiant Kings; very 
^ shJniiq; Men of Action both; both of them haid bested, as the case 
^ often is. For your boro King will generally have, if not **all Europe 

* against him,** atltest pretty much all the Universe. Chatham’s course 

* to Kingship was not straight or smooth,—as Friedrich, too, had his 

* wdl*sigh fotal difBculties on the road. ^ l*latarch, 

* they are very biuve men both; and clearness and reraci^ pecu* 
^luur among their contempor^ies. ChaAatn, too, there i; some* 

* ftihig of the flash of sted; a very sharp*cutting, penetrative, rapid 

* individual, he too; and Aaped for action, first of all, though be^as 

* to ^k SO much in the worUL Fastidious, proud, no King could be 

* prouder, though bis element is that of Free-Senate and Democracy. 

* And he has a beaudfal poetic delicacy, withal; great tenderness in 

* him, playftilimss, grace; in all ways, an aiiy as well as a solid lofii* 

* nebs ^ mlad.* bom a King,—alas, no, not officially so, only 

* natocally so; nas ms kingdom to seek. The Conquering of Silesia, 

* the Conquering of the pdbam ParliamoUs—But we wil^ shut*up the 
' Fktitoh with titne on his hands. 

* Flit’s Sp ee c hes , as 1 spell them from Walpole and the other faint 

* tfUiAy left, are foil of genius in &e vooal kind, for beyond any 

* Speech JiUved in PaaMsaeat; serioos ahn^ and the troth, 
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* such as be liAS it; but goui^^iii xoMXtj dialers a&d^ nodes; fiiU of tisjr 

* flashings, twinkles, and corn stations. Sport, as of sheet-^llgtodiig; 

* glancing about, the bolt lying under the horisoa; bolt Uddm, as tt 

* fit, under such a horizon as he had. A snigaiariy radiant man* Could 
' have betu a Poet, too, in small measure, had he gont on that 
^ line. There are many touched of gmius, comic, tramt^ lyric» K»a* 

* thing of humour even, to read in those Shadows of Speeches taken 

* down for us by Walpole. • • * 

* In one word, Pixt, shM^ng^like a gleam of sharp steel in that murk 

* of contemptibilities, is carefully steering his way towards .Kingship 

* over it. Tragical it is (especially in Pitt's case, first and l^t) to see 
' a Royal Man, or Bom King, w^tng towards his throne in sodr an 

* element. But, alas the Bom King (even when he tries, which I 
^ take to be the rarer case) so seldom can arrive there at all^—sinful 

* Epochs tfa4 re are, when Heaven's curse has been spoken, and (t is 

* that awful Being, the Bora Sham*King, that arrives 1 Pitt, however, 

* does it. Yes; and the t .ore we study Pitt, the more we shall find 

* he does it in a peculiarly high, manful and honourable as well as 

* dextrous manner; and that English History has a right to call him 

* ^^the acme and highest man of Const itutio aal Parliaments; the like 

* of whom stus not in any fuTT^ment cSM^^mstitutionil, nor w)U 

* again be.''' 

Well, probably enough; too probably! But what it more 
concerns us to remember here, is the fact, That in these dis« 
mal shufflings which have been. Pitt.—in spite of Royal dislikes 
and Newcastle peddlings and chicaneries,—has been actually 
in Office, in the due topmost place, the poor English N^ion 
ardently demanding him, in what ways it could. Been in Office; 
—and is actually out again, in spite of the Nation. Was with* 
out real power in the Royal Councils; though of noble promise^ 
and planting himself.down, hero-like, evidently bent on work, 
and on ending that unu^erable ** St-Viius'-dance'* that had 
gone so high ^1 round him. Without real power, we say; and 
has bad no permanency. Came in i ^h*i9th November 1756; 
thfown out 5th April 1757. After six-months trial, the St. 
Vitus finds that it cannot do with him; and will prefer^ going 
on again. The lost act his Royal Highness of Cumberland did 
in England was to displace Pitt: **Down you« I am the znanf^ 
said Royal H^bness; and went to the >Vesrr Counutes on 
those terms. 

Would* the reader wish to sec, in sommfirjr# what Pitt’s 
Offices have tmo, since he entered on this career about thirty 
years ago ? Here, from our Historian, is the list of them in 
order of time ^ e/Pilfs Cfuru, he calls ki 
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$th ]MUy*x3Xh Jqm tfSj. 

Como into Fadiament, age now twenty^six; 
^ Comet in the BUes as well; beii^ l%or, and in absolute need of 
^ some career that will smt A/ri/ X736, makes his First Speech^ 

* Prince Frederick the subject)—who was much used as battering^Tam 
' bjr Che OpposUioa; whom peihapS|PiQ admired for hisimadrigais, 

* for his Literaiy patronisings, and fAoSr to the West^Wickham set. 

* Speech) full Vairp lightning, was much AMired. Followed by many, 
** with the lightning getting denser and denser; always on the Oppo- 

* sition side' (once on the Q0e0‘{?nS& we saw, when the 

Gasetteer Editor spdt him Mr. Pittr): 'so that Majesty was very 

* angry) sulky Pabltc much applansive; and Walpole was beard to say^ 

* We must moazle, in some way, ih^ terrible Comet of Horse T’— 

* but could not) on trial; tUs man’s ^’price,” as would seesi) being 

* awfoUy hi^ I Augfut^OcUier 1744) Sarah Duchess of Marlborough 

* beqoe^ed him iO)OOo/.| as Commissariat eqnlpment in ^is bis Cam* 

* pti^ agwst the Mudge^s,**—glory to the old Heroine for so doing I 

* Which lifted Pitt out of the Cometcy ee Horseguards element, I 

* fancy; and was as the nailing of his Parliamentary colours to the mast. 

a®. ^Mrmary 14/A, 1746, Vice*Treasurer for Ireland: on occa- 
•aionofthat Pelham Granville ‘'As-you-wcrc I” (Carteret Ministiy, 

' which lasted One Qay), Sbd the slighWtu filings ehat were necessary* 

* Now first in 0 £fice,~^ter such Ten Yean of colliding and con- 
^ flicting, and fine steering in dUficuU waters. Vice-Treasurer for 
' Ireland: and ^'soon after, on Lord Wilmington’s death,” Paymaster 

* 0f ihi Forca, Continued Paymaster about nine years. Kejects, 

^ quietly and totally, the big income derivable from Interest of Co- 
^ T^ment Moneys lying ddayed in the Paymaster’s hand (''Dis- 
’ honest, I tell you!”)—and will none of it, though poor. Not yet 
’ high) still low over the horison, but shining brighter and brighter. 

* Great^ contemptuous of Newcastle and the Platitudes and Pol* 
' trooneries; and still a good deal in the Opposition strsun,—and not 

* always tapering the wind to the shorn lamb. For example, Pitt 

* (still Paynuuwer) to Newcastle on King of the Romans Question 

* (i7Sa or so): ‘'You engage for SubsMes, v^i knowbg their extent; 
' for Treaties, not knowing the termsWhat a bashaw!" moan 
‘ Newcastle and the top Officials ''Best way is, don’t mind it,” 
‘ said Mr. Stone* (one of meir terriers ,—a hard-headed fellow, whose 
brother became Primate of Ireland by and by)* 

j®. *Mnfsmier aofA, 1755, Thrown out:—on Pelham’s death, and 

* the general hurlyburly in Official regions, and change of partners 
' with no little difficulty, which had then ensued 1 Sir Thomas Ko* 
‘ binstm,’ our Sid 4 i«id, ‘made Secretary,—-not found to answer. 

‘ Pitt sulkily losing on America, on Minorca ; on things German, 
‘on things in general 1 warily set on returning, as is bought; but 
‘How? Fax to Pitt: “Will yot jmn mer—Pitt: “No,”—with 

msh politeness, bdt in aa uamistakable wayl Ten montl» of con* 

“ Tbaekmy, 1 138. 
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9th it«)M3tb }nm njr* 

< iomiute hteerins on the put of Pitt; Cbancelkw Hcrdwidce com* 

* ine as messenger, he among others; Pitt's answer to him dex^rau^ 

> ibodestly ro^aL Pitt's b^og, in this gnz^ juncture tad emit, 

‘ is royal, his spcakii^s and al^ bis silences notably fine. Oet^iir 

* iyy>: to Newcastle &CC to &ce, will acc^t no sitniUion 
‘ under your Grace !”^^nd, aHut that day month, comes in^ on his 
' own footing. That is to 

^Ncvmbtr 19^^, V7$6, to England's great comfort, Sees himarif* 
' Secretary of State tage iu^l forty-e^t). Ila^ pretty much all 
' England at hib back; hut hOb, in face ^ him, Fox, Newcastle and 
^ Company, offering mere impedima)t and dtscouragemait ( Royal 
‘ Highness of Cumberland looking deadly sour. Till finally, 

^ April jM, 1757, King bids him resign; Royal Highness setting* 

* off for Germany the second day after. Phr had been m rather more 

* tlian Four rtonths. England, at that time a silent Country in com- 

* porieoo, knew not well what to do; took to offering him Freedoms 
' of Corporations in very goat rjuantity. Towrt after Town, ftom all 
' the four winds, $ymp<\thelicaUy firing off, upon a mi^id^ Sacred 

* Majesty, h< little Uot, in this oblique way, with extraordinary dUi* 

^gence. Whereby, after si x-mo nths bomberdmoit by Boxes, and 
‘ also by Events, wTTt>?xpect June apth.'* 

In these sad circumstances, Preparations so-called have 
been making for Hanover, for America;—such preparations 
as were never seen before. Take only one instance; let one 
be enough: 

* By the London Gazette, well on in Febniary 1756, we iejixn 

* that Lord Loudon, a military gentleman of small faculty, but of 

* good connexions, has been nominated to command the Forces in 
^ America; and then, more obscuiely, some days after, that anodier 

* has been nominated :~one of ti*cm ought certainly to make haste 

* out, if he couhl; the French, by accouiiti have 15,000 men in those 
^ countries, with leai ofiiccis to lead them I Haste oat, however, is 

* not what this Lord L<<don Kk ins rival can make. In March, we 

* leom that Lonl Loudon has been agun nominated; in an improved 

* manner, this lime;—and still docs not Igok like going. "Again 

* nominated, ahy again Alas, le^er, there have hc^ hysterical 

* fidgetings in a high quarter; internal shl/rings and shuffling*, con- 
‘ tnulictions, nvw proposals, one knows not wbatJ* Ofte asks only: 

' How is the business ever to be done, K yon cannot even settle what 

* imbecile h to go and try U? 

‘ Seldom h^ Country more need of a ComnW^^r than Azaerica 

* now. America itself is of willing mind; and surc^ has mooKes, 

* in such a Cause; but is full anarchies a^ weBt the different 

* States and sectftos of it, with Aeir discrepant Li^slatarea, 4 ielr 

^ Xhackmy, i. 264 ; AInton, Aureditht tjf Pitt (Loudon, iBio\ l 951,1I9, 
»e. a CtntUmaift pp. 9a, 150, 45 P 
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* halMtilUd Militias, palling each a difl*erent waj; there is, as in the 
^ poor Ifotfier Olnmtry, little result ^cept of the St-Vitus kind. 

* In some legislatures are anarcbic Quakers, who think it unpermis- 

‘ sible to fight whb those hectoring French, and their tail of scalping 
’Zndiaos; and that the method of love'' <Migbt to be|Uted ^th 
‘ than. What b to become of thoatito^ar people, if not even a Lord 
' leaden ean^et oot ? a ^ 

9 The result wns, Lord Loudon bacf not in his own poor per*' 
son come to band in America ^756, Season now 

done; and could only write home, All 1$ Su Vitus out hert^l 
Must have reinforcement of io,opo men !'* Yes,*' answers 
Pitt, who U now in Office: ** you shall have them; and we 
will take Cape Breton, please Heaven 1 ^'—but was thrown out; 
and by At wrigglings that ensued, nothing of 10.000 
reach^ lord Loudon till Season 1757 too was done. Nor 
did they then stead his Lordship milM, then or afterwards; 
who never took Cape Breton, nor was like doing it;—but 
wri^led to and fro a good deal, and revolved on his axis, ac¬ 
cording to pattern given. And ser (shat chjf fly induces us to 
name him here) Iffs not reverent enough Subordinate, Lord 
Charies Hay, our old Fontenoy friend, into angry impatient 
quisling Of him and by and by into Court-Martial for such 
quizstng.^^ Court-Martial, which was much puzzled by the case; 
and could decide nothing, but only adjourn and adjourn;—as 
we do, not mentioning Lord Loudon farther, or the 

* numerous other instances at all.^^ 

Pitt, we just saw. far from being confirmed and furthered, 
has been thrown^^mt by Royal Highness of Cumberland, the 
last thing before crossing to that exquisite Weser Problem. 

Nothing now left at home to hinder us and our Hanover and 
Weser Problem 1 ” thinks Royal Higftiess.F No, indeed : a com¬ 
fortable pacific No-govenunent. or Battle of the Four Elements, 
left ytmder; the AnarcbOld waggling his addle bead over it; 
mady to help everybody, and bring fire and water, and Yes 
and No, into h<^ matrimony, if be could 1 —Let us return to 
Prag. Only one remark more; upon ‘‘ April 5th." That was 
the Day Pl^'s Dismissal at Si. James's: and I find, at 

U Pteffige Books, J Timddale. 

^ * nt Hsy t^SoL ApJor-GeAval Lord OuiHea Hsy 4 M' 
swofY«sr}, ard m pArucular Court* Uanul could a^oum for the last time — 
*^1 Wrote lomethiaj; for I.ord ’ \ei|l the freat Johoson ooce, many years 

aftorvardi: *' and ftliooght he hftd oothiag to Star from a Court-Martial. I 4 uf- 
fered a mat toes when ne ^ed: he was a rnighiy please nun in conversadoa, 
SBd S tMbc sua** (^fwell'i wukr £te, * 3 d April 
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May trsr- 

Scb6nbrunn it is likewise the d&y ythtn Jia'cksifi'^atk (Kaiser 
it\,Privy Council) decides, in respect to Friedrich, that Ban of 
the Reich must be proceeded with, and recommends Reich's 
Djpt to g(t through with the same.^ 0 £Bcial England ordenng 
its Pitt into private life, and^'Dfficial Teutschland its Friedrich 
into outlawry ("Be quiet hehccfoith, both of^tf»/")—-are, by 
chance, synchronous phenomena. 

Phenomena of Prdg Siige:—Prog Si^e is interrupted. 

Friedrich's Si^e of Prag proved tedious beyond expecta¬ 
tion. In four days he had done that exploit in 1744; but 
now, to the world's disappointment, in as many weeks he can¬ 
not. Nothing was omitted on his part; he seized all egresses 
from Prag, rapidly enough ; bad beset them with batteries, on 
the very night or mor«fw of the Battle; every egress beset, 
cannon and min forbidding any issue there. On the 9tb of 
May, cannonading began; proper siege-cannon and ammuni¬ 
tion, coming up from ’^ere completely come May 

19th; after which the place is industriobSly battered, bom¬ 
barded with red-hot balls ; but except by hunger, it will not 
do. Prag as a fortress is weak, but as abreastwork for 50,000 
men it is strong. The Austrians tried sallies; but these availed 
nothing,—very ill-conducted, say some. The Prussians, more 
than once, had nearly got into the place by surprisal; .but, 
owing to mere luck of the Austrians, never could,—say the 
same parties.®* 

A Dianum of Frag Siege is still extant, Two Diariumsj 
punctual diurnal account, both Austrian and Prussian 
which it is far from our intendon to inflict on readers, in this 
haste. Siege lasted^ six Vecks ; four weeks extremely hot,— 
from May i pih, when the proper artilleries, in complete state, 
gat up from Dresden. Line oi sicfe-works, or intermittent 
series of batteries, is some twelve miles long; from Branik 
southward to beyond the Belvedere northward, on both sides 
of the Moldau. King's Camp is on the Ziscab^; Kdth's on 
the Lorenz Berg, embracing and commanding the Weissea- 
berg; there are two Bridges of communication, Branik and 
Fodoli; i^ng lodges in the Parsonage oi Micl^—the busiest 
of all the sons 01 Adam; what a set ot meaitationi in that 

^ HtUtn^tuhuhU (ReicbflvProcedoms tcMnyM). 

* AKhBnhotu, ^7. 

M Id iv. PnuMtt (h. AuMfiaa. 
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Uty X757, 

Panooage I 'Ac Besieged* 46,00# by couat* offer to surren¬ 
der Prag on condition of ** Free withdrawal ** No; you sbUl 
engage, such of you as won^t enlist with us, not to serve 
against me for six years."" Heraa|e some select S^cimeas ; 
Prussian chieffyi in an abrii^ed : 

19/A No sooner was our artiVery come (all the grounds 
^ and ior it had been ready beiore^d), ^han as evening iell, 

* it b^an to play in terrific fashion* a 

cf the May, There broke-out a furious sally; their 

* first* ud much their hottest* say the Prussians: a very serious affair ; 

* —^hidi fell utm Keith’s quarter, west side of the Moldau. Sally^ 

* say something nke 10*900 strong; picked men all* and strengthen^ 
^ with half a pound of horse-fiesh each’ (unluckily wilhoi^t salt) 1 
judge what the common diet must have b^n, when thA was gener* 
oust ^No salt to iti^but a fiur supplmcnt of brandy. Browne* 

* from his bed of pain (died a6th June), n ad been strongly uigent. 

* Aim iSj To force the Prussian lines, by determination a^ the help 

* of darlwess* in some weak point: the whole Army* standing ranked 

* on the walls* shall follow* if things go ffjijl ; and storm itself through* 

‘ «away Dtun-waads* across the River by PodoirBridgc. 

* Sally broke^out between i and a a.m. ; but we had wind of it*. 

* and were on the alert. Sally tried on this place and on that; very 
^ fiirious in places* but could not anywhere prevail. The tusseUng 

* lasted for near six hoots (Prince Ferdinand" of Preussen* King’s 
youngest Brother, ^and others of us, getting hurts and doing exploits)* 

* ^^ 1 * about 7 A.M.* it was wholly swept-in* with loss of 1*000 dead. 

* Upon which, their whole Army relir^ to its quarters, in a hope* 
‘ less condition. Escape impossible. Near 50,000 of them; but in. 

* such a posture. Provisbn of bread, the spies say, is not scarce* 

* unless the Prusrians can bum it, which they are industriously try- 
‘ ing (diligent to leam where the Ms^ft^incs are, and to fire incessantly 

* upon the same): plenty of meal hil^rto; but butcher’s-meaC 

* only what we saw. Forage nearly oAie, afc ia,ooo horses stands 
‘ ix^ in the squares and market-pla^,—not even stabling tor them, 

* not to* speak of food owworl^—slaughtering and salting" (ii qpe 
but had salt!) 'the one method. liorse-fiesh two kreutzers a pound; 

* rises gradually to double that value. 

' May t^A, About sunset there came a furious burst of weather: 

* rain^torrents mixed with batteiw liall;—some flaw oi wutcr-spout 

* among the H^ls; for it lasted hour cm hour* and Moldau came 
*down roaring do^le-deep, above a hundred yards too wide each 

* way; with ca^es of ruin* tom*up trees, drowned hoj^es; which 
' sorely tried our Bridge at Branik. Bridge, half of it* did break 
^ aw^ (Friedrich’s hali^ forty-four ^ntoens ; Keith’s pc^le got their 

* end of the Bridge doubled-in and saved): the Austrians, in Prag* 

^ fiibed-out twenty^four of Friedrich’s pontoons; tlie other twenty 

YOU ni L 
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* wo cao^t at cur Bridge ot PodoU, &rther dowxt A oeat wild 

* ni^t for tho Prussian Armj id tents; and indeed for Fn^ itself the 

* low parts of which wm all uDder water; uDfortunate individual* 

* g^ing d^^wned in the cellars; ttod, still more important^ a great 

* deal of Austrian meal, whiciC* Jpid been carried thither, to ^ safe 

' from the red'hot balls. % ^ i 

* It was thought the AnsUiani, our Bridge being dows, migbt try 

* a salty again. To preve^^ which, hardly was the rain done, vfhtsit 

* on our part, a rocket flcw*alofi; and thm began on the Ct^, from 

* all sides, a deluge of bombs and red •hot balb. So that t^ still- 

* dripping City was sot fire to, in various parts ; and we could hear* 
(what this Editor never can fosget) *the Wth’^fClogm (wail) of the 
‘ Townsfolk os they tried to quench it, and it always burst^out again. 

‘ I'he fire-delyge lasted for six hours. Human Wik^^Khgen^ throu^ 
the hollow ot I^ight, audible to the Prusrians and ui: ** Woe^s me! 
water'dclugci, th<*n fire-debgcs; death on every bond 1 ^ According 
to the Austrinn accounts, there perished, by bursting of bomb^Aells, 
falling oi walls, by hunger and other misery and hurls, ‘ above 9,000 
Townsfolk in this Siege.* Yes, my Imperial friends; War is not a 
thing of streameriug and ori?*vental trumpeting alone; War is an 
inexorable, dangerous ly-incil cut able thing. Is if'not a terril^ ques* 
tion, at whose door lies the beginning of a Warl 

*Jufie 5/^, 12,000 poor people of Pragwere pushed-out: '*Use- 

* less mouths, will you contrive to disappear some way 1 ’* But, after 

* howling about all day, they hod to be admitted in again, under 
^ penalty of being shot. 

tih, City looking t)lack and raiitous, whole of the NeustkdS 
‘ in ashes; few houses left in the Jew Town; in the AHstadt the 

* fire raged on {wit/Arte fori). Nothing but ruin and confusion over 
^ there; population hiding m cellars, getting killed by falling bulld- 

* ings. Burgermcister and To^msfolk besiege i^ce Karl, **For the 
^ Virgin’s sake, have pity on us, Vour Serenity]” Poor Prince Karl 

* has to be deaf, wMtever hisif'^cliogs. 

* He was diligent in attending mass, they sayi he alone of the 

* Princes, of whom there were^ several; two Saxon Princes amor^ 

* othei?, Prince Xavier the elder of them, Aio will be heard of agua. 

* A profane set, these, lodging in the CUmefUiftMm* (vast Jesuit Edi¬ 
fice, which hoil been c1cared*ont for them, and *the windows filled 
ynth dung outride,’ agoiost balK): * there, with wmes of fine vintage, 
‘ and cookeries plentifnl an<l exquirite, that know nothing of famine 
^ outside, tht^y led an idle dbonlerly li^—ran r^es the long eor- 

* riders’ (not so a course), 'dresed themselv^ in Priests’ vestore^’ 

(which are sAs^ndont in sudi locality}, *and made and mum- 

* meries of Holy Religion; the ^rrkthed creatures, defj^ deqiair, 
’ as buccaneeA might when their ship is sinking. To nurendorr 

* everythiiig fcublds; of escape, there is no possibility*** 

u Ajchexiheltt, i. $6 ; it* 7344. 
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* yum 9£i, "Ae 1 >omtAid!Mnt abitA; a Lohmitmum of our own 
* flew aloft hy some spark or accident; asd killed thirteen men. * 

*yum ttt/i, From the King's Camp a few bombs^ himself 
now gone) ‘kindled the City m thwei)laces:*—but then*is, byahis 
time, new game afleld; Frag SiegeBvAUiog its decision not at Frog, 
but some waji o£ * ^ 

Friedrich has been doing fils utmos^; diligent, by all 
methods, to learn where the Auatri^ Magorincs were, tliat 
ia, on what special edi£ces and localities shot might be ex- 
pmded with advantage; and has fired into these * about 
11,000 bottbs..' Here is a small thing still remembered: 

‘ Spies brii^ above all, essential in this badness, Friedrich bad 
‘ bethought him of one iUsebier, a supreme of Housebreakers, whom 
‘ he has, safe with a ball at his ai^le, doing forced labour at KpanJau* 
(ia Stettin, if it mattereS). ‘ Kasebier actually sent for, pardon 
‘ promised him if he could do the State a service. Ka<«e 1 >ier smuggled 
‘ himself twice, perhaps three times into Prog; but the foirth time he 
‘ did not come back.*** Another Note says: ‘ Kiisebier was a Tailor, 
‘ and Son of a Tailq;, in Haile; and tde^xpcrtcSi of Thieve<i. Hod 
‘ been doing forced Uboar, in Stettin, since 1748; twice did get into 
‘ Frag; third time, vatdshed. A liiglily celebrated Prussian thief; 
‘ still a myth among the People, like Dick Turpin or Cartouche, cx- 
‘ cept that his was always theft Avitliout violence.’*^ 

We leant vaguely that the price of horse-flesh in Prag has 
risen to double; famine very sore : but still one hears nothing 
of surratder. And again there is vague rumour that the City 
may be at it will; but that the Garrison has meal, after all we 
have ruined, which will last till October. Such a Problem has 
this King: soluble within the time ; or not soluble ? Such a 
question for the whole world, and fgr himself more than any. 


CJIAPTER IV. 

BATTLE OP KOLIN. 

Ok and June qtb, the bombardment at Prag abated, 
and never rose to briskness agma; the place of trial for de¬ 
cision of that%i^ having flitted elsewhither, as we said. 
About th^ th^> rumours came-in, not so favourable, from 
the puke of Bevem; which Friedrich, strong in hope, strove 
visibly to disbelieve, but at last could not. Bevem reports 
that Paun is actually coming on, far too strong for bis resist* 

*S Rctnv, I soSa. >1 Preuis, U. $70. 
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iD ^:—in other terms» thel the Siege of Prag viU not decide 
h^by bomhardmeDt, but otherwise and elsewhere. Of Which 
we must pow give some account; brief as may be, especHdly 
in^jregard to the preliminary^r marching part. 

Daun, whose light troopi phmdered Brondcis (almo^ wiftin wind 
of the Prussian Rear) on tb^day while Prag Battle was fighdagi had, a 
on that fatal event, grado^Py drawn back to Crasbu, a place we used 
to know fifteen years ago; and there, or in thc^ ne^^riioods, 
fensively n\anceuTring, and hanging upon Knttrabeig, Kolin, especitlly 
upon his Magazine of Suchdol, Daun, always raiber drawing hack, 
with Brunswick-Bevem vigilantly waiting on him, has continued ever 
since; diligently recnitling himsrif; ranking the remains of the ri^t 
wing defeat^ at Prag; drawing foments out of M^en, or whence* ' 
soever to be hod. Til), by these methods, he i$ grown 60,000 strong; 
nearly thrice superior to ^em; though being a ^‘Fabius Cunct^r’’ 
(so called by and by), he as yet attempts nothing. Forty thousand in 
Prag, with Sixty here in the Craslau Quarter,^ that makes 100,000; 
say his Prussian Majesty hu two^thirds ^ the number r can the Fabkis 
Cunctator attempt rothing,« 4 efore Prag utterly jamisb? 

Order comes to him from Vienna; Rescue ^rag; straightway go 
upon it, cost what it likeDaun does go upon it; advances visibly 
towards Prag, Bevem obliged to fall back in front of him. Sunday 
isih June, Daun dispatches several Officers to Prince Karl at Prag, 
with notice that, ** On the 20th, Moixlay come a week, he will be in 
the neighbourhood of Frag with this viewi—they, of coarse, to sally 
out, and help bom rearward.’* * Several Officers, under variousHiisw 
guises,* go with that message, Jane isth; bat none of them conld get 
into the City; and some of them, I judge, must have fallen into At 
Prussian Hussar Parties:—at any rate, the news they carried did get 
into the Prussian circuit, and produced an instant resolution thm. 
Early next morning, Monday 13th, King Friedrich, with what dis* 
posable force is on thp spov^i 0,000 capable ofb^og spared from 
.siege-work, and 4,000 more that will be capable g( following, under 
Prince MoriU, in two days,—sets forth in all speed. Joins Bevem that 
some night; at Kaurzlm, thirty-five mileswhich is about nridway 
from Prag to Czaslau, * and only three miles of so from Dann’s quarters 
that night,—had the King known it, wiiicb be did not. 

Daun must be instantly gone into; and shall,—if he is 
and not Men dack at the first rumour of us, as Friedri^ tt/Skfs sup¬ 
poses. In any case, there are preliminaries indjspeiseable; the 4,000 
of Prince Morlte still to come up; secondly, hr^ to be hsd fcvtiSi 
wliich is baking at Nimburg, aooss the Elbe, twenty iralea off; UsClf 
(or rather firstly, and most indispensable of all)^ ^un to be raeon* 
Mitred. Frieebich reconnoitres Daun with all dil^ence; puAes-M 

^ T^mpehef, I 196; Rettow (L 107,109) counts 46,0004Mi,oao, 

* 3 es PUo, p. 1954. 
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ererfthii^ acoor^i^ to Us wont; much obstructed in the reconnoitring 
hf Vmioax clotSs, under which DmP has veiled himself, which far 
outaiunber our small Hussar force. Dann^ as usual,—showing al^js 
gvett skill in regard to camps and positions, ^has planted himsell in 
difieuU country: a little river with its bc^g; pools in frint; be^nd 
and troundi an intricate broken e(M#y of knolls and swamps, one 
ridge in it which tbep even call a er Hill, Kamhajek Berg; not 
, much of a Hill after all, but forming a long backbone to the locality, 
west Old of it straight b^ind Daun’s ceime, a^present. Fried riches 
position is from north to sooth; like lean’s, taking advantage of what 
brights and brooks there are; and edging northward to be near his 
bri^^ovenst r^ht wing still holds by Kaurzim, left wing looking dow*n 
on PlaUaxi, a little Town on the High Road {^atser-Strasu) from Prag 
to Vienna. Little Town destined to get-up its name in a day or two, 
—eiest little Town to which, twelve miles farther on, is Kolin, secretly 
destined to become and continue still more famous among mankind. 
Kolin is close to the Elbe, left or south l^k; Elbe hcrcateuts strikes 
into his long north'Westeni course (to Wittenberg all the way; Pima, 
say 150 miles off, is his half*way bouse in that direction] ;-*^trikes*off 
northward hereabouts, making for Nimbuig, among other places: Pla- 
nian, right south of Nimbutg, is already ifteea gfiod miles from Elbe. 

This is Friedri&’s position, Wednesday June 15th and the day 
following; somewhat nearer his ovens than yesterday. Daun is yet 
parallel to him, has bis centre behind Swoyschitz, an insignificant Vil* 
lage at the foot of those Kamhayek Heights, which is, ever since, to 
be found in Maps. Friday 17th, Friedrich^s bread-wagons and 4,000 
having come in, as doubtless the Pandours re]>ou in the proper place, 
n$mn does not quite like his strong position any more, but would pre¬ 
fer a stronger. Friday about sunset, * great clouds of dust' rise fiom 
Daunt changing hU position, the Prussians sec, if for Patidours and 
gathering darknUs th^ can at present see little else. Daun, truly, 
observing the King to have in that manner edged-up, towards PUnian, 
is afhid of bis right wing from sudr a neighbour. So that the reader 
must take his Map again. Or, if he noj^for such things, let bim 
skip, and leave me solitary to xny sod function; till wc can meet on 
easier ground, and report the Battle which ensued. Daun hustles his 
right wing back out of tMht dangerous proximity; wheels his whole 
right wii^ and centre ninety df^recs round, so as to reach oat now 
towards ^lin, and lie on the north slope of the Kanihayek ridge; 
places hh left wii^ m foUrue (gibbet-wise), hanging round the western 
end o( said Kamhsyek, its fiouthem extremity at Swoyschitz, its north- 
era at Hradaiix^ whm (not a mile from Planian) his right wing had 
fbmorly been other intricate movements not worth following, 

under my questtonable guidance, on a Map with unpnonounceable 
names. Enou^ to say that Daug^s right wing is now far east at 
Kneohofs, well beyond Oiotzemiu, whe^bouts his centre now comes 
to stand (and most of hia horse tJim, both the wings being hilly and 
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100(^1 uofit for horse)ond this bet^ ^ho Ust of Daua^ 
fihifLiiig 3 and hu&Uingfi for then present* or i^eed u esmtial respeott 
tla very last, reodeis may as well note the above mau points in it 

Hustl^ into this still stronger place, with wheeling 
shbving, which lasted to boori Daun composes himself 
for the night, lie lies ,noC, with centre and t^ht looking 
northward, pretty much parallel to the Planian-K^in ot Prag-« 
Vienna Highway, and about a mile south of the same; oxtseme 
posts extending almost to Rolin on that side; left wing well 
planted poUncej Kamhayek ridge, north face and west end 
of iti completely his on both the exposed or AntUProsalan faces. 
Friedrich feels uncertain whether he has not gone his ways al- 
togctlter; ^ut proposes to ascertain by break of day. 


By break of day Frw^rich starts, having cleared^ff certain 
Pandour swarms visible in places of difBcidty, who go on first 
notice, and without shot fired.^ Marches through Plaaian in 
two columns, along th^Kolin Highway and to north of it; 
marches on, four*or five miles farther, nothing virible but the 
skirts of retiring Tandours,—'*Daun's reaiguard probablyF’ 
—Friedrich himself is with Ziethen, who has the vanguatd, as 
Friedrichs wont is, eagerly enough looking out; reaches a cer¬ 
tain Inn on the y(zyi\<Xt{Wirth$kaus *ot Slatislunz or Ccldtih 
Sun^' say the Modem Books,—though I am driven to tbiqjp it 
Novomicsto, nearer Planian ; but will not quarrel on the sub¬ 
ject) ; Inn of good height for one thing; and tbeisA mountiag 
to the top-story or perhaps the leads, descries Daun, atraecfh- 
ing far and wide, leant against the Kamhayek, in the wmmer 
morning. What a sight for Friedrich: *‘Big game sAaii be 
played, then; death ture, Qis day, to thousands of men: and 
to me— ?—Well!” 

^ Friedrich calls halt: rest here a^Iittle; to consideTj exa¬ 
mine, settle how. A hot close morning ; rest for an hour or 
two, till our rear from Kaurzim come up; horses and men lyill 
be the bettor.for it,—horses can have a mouthfiil trf grass, 
mouthful of water; some of them * had no drink last night, so 
late in getting home.’ Poor quadrupeds, they d&o have .to get 
into a blas^ ^ battle-rage this day, and be blg^ra to pieces a 


Vfity iocomet wm *vf iunmiit aacotam am i SaihIm'a ^lewisi 

sad tb« tike 
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^r«9it many ^‘diem,-->111 a quarrel not of their seeing! H«ree 
ffld rider are auke satisfied on tha^latter point; silently ready 
fisr taric tluy have ; and deaf on questions that are iSbt- 
temless. ■ 

'At riiis Hostelry of Novomies>o ^ot of Slatishinz or "Lioiaen- 
Suh" at all^'srhicb is a “Sun" fadeiwdiatnaliy eclipsed in other 
, ways*). Friedrich halted for three hours and more; saw Daun 
derdoping himself mto new Order Baltle, ‘ every part of 
his position visibleconsidered Vth his whole might what 
was to be tried upon him;—and about noon, having made-up 
hia mind, caked his Generals, in sight of the phenomenon it¬ 
self there, to give them their various orders and injunctions in 
regard to rite same. The Plan of Fight, which tfas thought 
then, and ta still thought by everybody, an excellent one,— 
reriing on the “oblique order of att^lEk,'' Friedrich’s favourite 
mode,—was, if the reader will take his Map, conceivable as 
follows. 


Daun has by this time deployed j^imself; in three lines, or 
two Ihies and a Kserve; on the bigh-lyin^ Champaign south 
of the Planlan-Kolin Great Road; south, say a mile, and over 
the crests of the rising ground, or Kamhayek ridge, so that 
from riie Great Road you can sec nothing of him. His line, 
swaying here and there a little, to take advantage of its ground, 
e^^ends neariy five miles, from east to west; pointing towards 
Planum side, the left wing of it; from Planian, eastward, the 
way Friedri^ has marched, Daun's left wing may be fonr 
miles distant. On die other side, Daun's right wing,—main 
line always pretty parallel to the Highway, and pointing rather 
southward of Kolis,—reaches to the small Hamlet of Krzea- 
hon, trhich is two miles off Kolitf^ In Iront of his centre is a 
Village called Chotzemitz (from which for a while, in those 
mon^, the Battle geto its name, “ Battle of Chotzemitz,by 


* ‘llielm ofSlati-Shiiu wai bornt, about twenty years aen; notbinfofitbat 
'Ute 'ltone walls sow dates {ioai Frie^'eb’s time. It i« a bigelsb soUd-looking 
'■Hoowof two stories (vbeOisreyerofUiree, 1 cuuM not leam); stands i^leasaatlr, 
' at the wsvm of a lone rise irom -Roluiand inwardly, alas, in our day, t^erslitue 


.is 
• e«* 


‘peM^rion,—bar« bntes, tattered f^d^rs. sevenS hundiedwoglit of 
'riswa’s tltane, MB no oetlo^ at all, eaoept into walls of office-louses and Uie 
' oreriBosisi >Faw of He^bti,— &la|, claarly, to aiw view of Daun, even from a 
'"iltillitmfV Ifyit, i8A)>-Ta(9<dW(MMM:^d> seems to have known 
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Daun's christenmg): in front of him, to rig^t or to left of 
Chotzemitz, are some foar'or even six other plages‘(dim cuS' 
ti£ Hamlets, invisible from the High Road), every Vilh^ oi 
which Da/m has well beset with batteries, with good infantry, 
not to speak of Croat pat)i^ hovering about, or dismount^ 
Pandours squatted in the.ciCn. That easternmost Village of 
his is spelt *' Krzeczhorzl' (unpronounceable to mankind), a, 
dirty little place; in an^round which the Battle had its hinge 
or cardinal point: the otb^, as abstruse of spelling, all Iwt 
equally impossible to the human organa, we will forbear to 
name, except in case of necessity. Half a mile behind Krzecz* 
horz (let us write it Kreczor, for the future: what can we do ?), 
is a Ain little Oak>wood, bushes mainly, but wiA sparse trees 
too, which/ is now quite stubbed out, Aougb it was then im¬ 
portant enough, and plgved a great part in Ae resolt of this 
day’s work. Radowesnitz, a pronounceable little Village, half 
a mile farther or southward of the Oak-buA, is beyond Ae 
extremity of Daun's position; low down on a marAy little 
Brook, which oozes through lakes and swamps towards Kolin, 
in the northerly direction. 

Most or all of these Villages are on little Brooks (natural 
thirst so leading them); always some little runlet of water, not 
so swampy when Aere is any fall for it; in general lively 
when it gets over the ridge, and becomes visible from Ais 
Highway. And it is curious to see what a considerable delC” 
or green ascenAng chasm, Ais little thread of water, working 
at all moments for Aousands of years, has hollowed out for 
itself in Ae sloping ground; making a great military obstacle, 
if you are mounting to attack Aere. Poor Czech Hamlets aU 
of them, dirty, dark, fjnalodorous, ignorant, abhorrent of Ger¬ 
man speech;—in what nook those inarticulate inhabUants, 
diving underground at a great rate Aj| morning, have hidden 
themselves today, I know not. The country consists of knolls 
and slopes, with swamps intermediate; rises higher on the 
Flaniaii side; but except Ae top of Aat Kambayek ridge on 
Ae Planian side, and *'Friedrich’s-Berg” on the KoUn sid% 
Aere is nothii^ that you coold think of cal^rngu Hill, 
many Books (and even Friedrich's Book) ra^y say otherwise'. 
Friedrich'S^Berg, now so called, is on the n<^. side of Ae 
Highway: half a mile nortb-e&stward of SlatUlunz, Ae-malo¬ 
dorous Inn. A conical height of perhaps a hundred and fifty 
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feet; rises rather suddenly from the still-sloping ground, check¬ 
ing the &)pe there; on which the Austrian populations have 
built some memorial lately, notable to Tourists. Here Fried¬ 
rich " stood during the Battle,” say they; and th^Prussians 
" had a battery there.” Whicft^mains uncertain to mdt at 
least the battery part of it: tbam riedrich himself was there, 
now and then, can be believed ; but not that he kept “ stand¬ 
ing there” for long together. Frigdrlah’s-derg does command 
some vdew of the Kreezor scene, whi<m at times was cardinal, 
at others not: but Friedrich did not stand anywhere: ‘ often- 
est in the thick of the 5 re,’ say those who saw. 

Friedrich, from his Inn near Planian, seeing how Daun 
deploys himself, considers biro impregnable on the left wing ; 
impregnable too, in front: not so on the KreezoS side, right 
flank and rear; but capable of beiag rolled together, if well 
struck at there. Thither therefore; that is his vulnerable 
point. March along his front; quietly parallel in due Order 
of Battlb, till we can bend round, gpd plunge-in upon that. 
The Van, wbich'Consists of Ziethen's HorTe and Hulscn's In¬ 
fantry; Van. having faced to right at the proper moment and 
so become Left Wing, will attack Kreezor; probably carry it; 
each Division following will in like manner fkce to right when 
it arrives there, and fall-on in regular succession in support 
O&Hiilsen (at Hiilsen's right flank, if Hiilsen be found prosper¬ 
ing) : our Right Wing is to refuse itself, and be as a Reserve, 
-»no fighting on the road, you others, but steady towards Hut- 
sen. in continual succession, all you; no facing round, no fight¬ 
ing anywhere, till we get thither ;—" March I” 

The word is given about 2 p.m. ; and all, on the instant, 
is in motion; rolls steadily east#!ard, ki two columns, which 
will become First Line and Second. One along the Highway, 
the second at due^staoce leftward on the green ground, no 
hedge or other obRacle obstructing in that part of the world. 
Daun’s batteries, on the right, spit at them in passing, to no 
purpose; sputters of Pandour musketry, from coverts, there 
may be: Prussians finely disregarding, pass along; Sowing 
tide-like towS:ds$eA^r goal and place of choice. An impres¬ 
sive phenomqpon in the sunny ^emoon; with Daun expect¬ 
ant ^ them, and the Czech populations well hidden under- 

groaodt— 
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Ziethen, vanmost of all, finds Nadasti aird lus A«sui^ 
8 (^uadroas drawn across-th^ Highway, hitherward of tb% Kreaer 
latitude: Ziethen dashes on Nadasti; tumbles hk squadrons 
and himaf'ay; clears the Road, and Kreoor neighbouriiood, of 
Nadasti: drives him quite ieto^e hollow of Rodowesnitz. where 
he stood inactive for the rest If die day. Hiilsen notr at the lerel 
of Krcczor (in the latitude of Kreezor, as we phrased it), hsdts, * 
faces to right; stifily ps^liSM up, opens his cannon-thsBders, 
his bayoneKharges and platoonrfires upon i^eczw. SdAly 
pressing op, in spite of the violent couster'diunders, HiilseR 
does manage Kreezor without very much deli^, completely 
enough, and like a workman ; tak^ the battery, two harries; 
overturns the Infantry;—in a word, has seized Kreezor, and, 
as new ten'int, swept the old, and their iittn, quite out; Of 
all which Ziethen has ne ? the chase, and by no nmmxs will 
neglect that duty. Ziethen, driving the rout before him, has 
driven it in some minutes past the little Oak-wood above men¬ 
tioned; and, or rather^,—what is much to be noted,-^ia 
there taken in flank with cannon-shot and** musketry, Daun 
having put batteries and Croat parties in the Oak-wood; tuid 
is forced to draw bridle, and get out of range again. 

Hiilsen, advancing towards this little Oak-wood, is surprised 
to discover, not the wood alone, but a strong Austrian force, 
foot and horse, to rear of it;—such had been Daun's and Na^^ 
dasti's precaution, on view of those Friedrich plumomena, flow¬ 
ing on from Planian, guessed to be hitherward. At st^ of 
which Wood and foot-party, Hiilsen, no new Battalirm having 
yet arrived to second him, pauses, merely cannonadh^ from 
the distance, till new Battalicms shall arrive. Unhappify they 
did not arrive, or not itl du^uantity at the set time,—^or what 
reason, by what strange mistake i men still ask themselves. 
Probably by more mistakes than one. ‘ E^ugh, Hiilsai strug¬ 
gling here ^ day, with reinforcements nev* adequate, didhrim 
the Wood,"and *hen lose it; did take and lose this and rimt; 
—but was unaiile to make more of it than keep hie gfoond 
thereabouts. A resolute man, says Retzow, but witluntt inven- 
tion of his own, or head to mend the mistal£s of (^ers. In 
and about ^reezor, Hulsen did maintain hirntrif wi& more 
and more tenacity, till the gen^^ avalanche fruit Of sad mis¬ 
takes, swept quite spasmodically struggling at riua^period, 
off to the edge of it, and all the others dean away I Mistakes 
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have bew to lightwards, one or even two, the fruit of which, 
smalt at first, suffices to turn the balance, and ends in an ava¬ 
lanche, or prec 4 >itous descent of ruin on the Prussian side. 

One mistake there was, miles westward on the i|ght wing; 
due to Mannstein, our too impePtoas Russian friend. MiAn- 
stein well tc^right, while marching forward according to order, 
•has Croat musketry spittii^ upon bins from amid the high com, 
to an inconvenient extent: such gyaS^e tommon lot, which 
others had borne and disregarded: perhaps it was beyond the 
average on Mannstein, or Mannstein's patience was less in¬ 
finite : anyway it provoked Mannstein to boii over; and in an 
evil moment he said, ^‘Extinguish me that Croat canaille, then!” 
Rcgim«itBorastedt faced to right, accordingly; took to extin¬ 
guishing the Croat canaille, which of course fled at once, or 
stpiatted closer, but came back wish reinforcements; drew 
Mannstein deeper in, fatally delayed Bomstedt, and proved 
widely ruinous. For now he stopped the way to those follow¬ 
ing him: regiments marching on tt^rcar of Mannstein see 
Mannstein haltedTvoUeying with the Austrians; ask themselves 
“How? Is there new order come? Attack to be in this 
point ?” And successively fall-on to support Mannstein, as the 
one clear point in ^ch dubiety. So that the whole right wing 
from Regiment Bomstedt westward is storming up the difficult 
,Steeps, in hot cimflict with the Austrians there, where success 
against them had been judged impracticable-and there is now 
no reserve force anywhere to be applied to in emergency, for 
HiUsen's behoof or another's; and the Plan of Battle from 
Mannstein westward has been fatally overturned. Poor Mann- 
stein, there is no doubt, committed this error, being too fiery 
a man. Surely to him it was no ifibiry, tnd he paid the smart 
for it in skin and soul: ' badly wounded in this business ;* nay, 
in direct sequel, not mmiy weeks after, killed by it, as we shall 
seel— 

To Mann^in's mistake, Fxiedrieb himself, in his account 
^KoUn, maitUy imputes the disaster that followed; and such, 
thaa and aft^wards, was the universal judgment in military 
cirdes; loadl^ tie memory of too impetuous Mannstein with 
the wh^k.* Much talk there was in Prussian military circles; 
hut'there must abo have bee^ an admirable silence on the 
past'af aaae. To Three Persons it was known that another 

TewpeUwC t. tM. tw. 
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Strange incident had happened far ahead, far eaaevard, of Mann* 
stem's position : incident which did not by any means tend to 
alleviate, which could only strengthen and widen, the evil re> 
sul\s of hfknnstein; and which might have lifted part of the 
load from Mannstein’s merdtw 1 Not till the present Century, 
after the bpse of almost fift/years, was this secret’slowly dug 
out of silence, and submitted to mc^em curiosity. 

The incident iS thit^;-—. never whispered-of for near fifty 
years (so silent were the three); and endlessly tossed about 
since that; the sense of it not understood till almost now.'* 
The three parties were; King Friedrich; Morit: of Dessau, 
leading-on the centre here; Moritz’s young Nephew Franz, 
Heir of Dessau, a brisk Ud of seventeen, learning War here as 
Aide-de-Ca(np to Moritz: the exact spot is not known to me, 
—probably the ground ifEir that Inn of Sbtislunz, or Golden 
Sun; between the foot of Friedrich’s-Berg and that:—fact in¬ 
dubitable, though kept dark so long. Moritz is marching with 
the centre, or maifi bateb, that way, intending to wheel and 
turn hiliwards, Kreezor-wise, as per order, certain furlongs 
ahead; when Friedrich (having, so I can conceive it, seen 
from bis Hill-top, how Hulsen had done Kreezor, altogether 
prosperous there; and what endless capability there was of 
prospering to all lengths and speeding the general winning, 
were Hulsen but supported soon enough, were there any safa 
short-cut to Hulsen) dashed from his Hill-top in hot haste to¬ 
wards Prince Moritz, General of the centre, intending to direct 
him upon such short-cut; and hastily said, with Olympian 
brevity and fire, “ Face to right Jure /" With Jove-like brevity, 
and in such blaze of Olymman fire as we may imagine. Mo¬ 
ritz himself is of bridl, craobed, fiery mind, brief in temper; 
and answers to the effect, “ Impossible to attack the eixemy 
here, your Majesty'; postured as tbey*kre; and we with such 
orders gone abroad T’—*' Face to right, I tell you T’ said the 
King, still more Olympian, and too emphatic for e^^ining. 
Moritz, I hope, paused, but rather think he did not, bitfore re¬ 
monstrating the second time ; neither perhaps ^was his voice 
so low as it should have been: it is certain Friedrich dashed 
quite up to Moritz at this second remonstrance,(:fiashedout hia 
sword (the only time he ever drew sword in battle); and 
now, gone all to mere Olympian lightning and thundan 4 one, 

* 8m Retnw, L s«6i bweshonti ftc. fte.;—tbas/SMtir. Xstan, vp, 
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asks in dto attiixde, *' Er (Wi 4 He) obey orders, then ' 

Moritz, f^en silent of remonstrance, with gloomyrapidity obeys. 

Prince Franz, the young Nephew of Moritz, alone witnessed 
this scene; scene to be locked tp threefold silence. ^In bts,.pld 
age, Franz had whispered it to JiSt'enhorst, bis bastard Half- 
Uncle, a fblaed military Critic,-^ho is still in the highest re¬ 
pute way (Bo’enhorst'sATni^Zitui^r, and other deep Books), 
and is recognisable, to lay readers^for)in abstruse strong judg¬ 
ment ; with equal stren^ of abstruse temper hidden behind 
it, and Tety privately a deep grudge towards Friedrich, scarcely 
repressible on opportunity. From Berenhorst it irrepressibly 
oosed out,-^ much more to Friedrich’s disadvantage than it now 
looks when wholly seen into. Not change of plan, not ruinous 
caprice on Friedrich's part, as Berenhorst, Retzow^and others 
would have it; only excess of brevity towards Moritz, and ac¬ 
cident of the Olympian fire breaking out Friedrich is charge¬ 
able with nothing, except perhaps (what Moritz knows the evil 
of) trying for a short-cut! Such is tsiw the received interpre¬ 
tation. Prince franz, to bis last day, refused to speak again 
on the subject; judiciously repentant, we can fancy, of having 
spoken at all, and brought such a matter into the streets and 
their pie-powder adjudications.^ For the present, he is Adju¬ 
tant to Moritz, busy obeying to the letter. 

« • Friedrich, withdrawing to bis Height again, and looking 
back on Moritz, finds that he is making right-in upon the Aus¬ 
trian line; which was by no means Friedrich's meaning, had 
not he been so brief. Friedrich, doubtless with pain, remem¬ 
bers now that he had said only, '* Face to right 1 " and had then 
got into Olympian tempest, which left things dark to Moritz. 
"Halb-links, Half to left witball” he dispatches that new order 
to Moritz, with the utmost speed: “Face to right; then, for¬ 
ward hdf to left.” l&d Moritz, at the first, got that com¬ 
mentary to his order, there had probably been no remonstrance 
on Moritz’s part, no Olympian scene to keep silent; and Mo¬ 
ritz, taking that diagonal direction from the first, had hit-in at 
or below Kreqjor, at the very point where he was needed. Alas 
for overhaste; stfort-cots, if they are to be good, ought at least 
to be made <jkai I Moritz, on the new order reaching him, 

* *H«birie]i ven B«i«nhom''(» utuMl «o& of the Old Demuer’t), 'is hu 
' trmMiMif* ^ Xriigtihimt, ii the iim thu elludes to it is prist (I-eipzis, 

* int.—vese in mtmi editloo, 179S, it i. ttph* 

'IS As/WM, pp. M7<«37, »l0B( dutenatioa on it 
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does instantly steer faalMe^: but he arrives new aboye Kseo 
zor strikes the Austrian line on this side ofKreczer; disjoined 
front HiiUeni where he can do no good to Hulsen \ itx brief, 
Mo^U. an^ now the whole line with him, have to do as Mann* 
stein and sequel are dom^^^ttack in face, not in dank; and 
try what, m the proportioii m one to two, uphill, Und against 
batteries, they can make it in that fashion i ^ 

And so, from ri|ht Wng to left, miles long, there is now ttm-* 
versal storm of volleying, bayonet-charging, thunder of artillery, 
case-shot, cartridge*sbot, and sulphurous devouring whirlwind; 
the wrestle very tough and furious, especially on the assaulting 
side. Here, as at Prag. the Prussian troops were one and all 
in the dre ; each doing strenuously his utmost, no complaint 
to be mad^ of their performance* More perfect soldiers, 1 be* 
lieve, were rarely or ne 9 ^ seen on any field of war, But 
there is no reserve left: Mannstein and the rest, who should 
have been reserve, and at a General's disposal, we see what 
they are doing t Ir vainr or nearly so, is Friedrich's tactic or 
manoeuvring lalcni; what now is there to manoeuvre ? All is 
now gone up into one combustion. To fan the fire, to be 
here, there, fanning the fire where need shows: this is now 
Friedrich’s function ; • everywhere in the hottest of the fight,’ 
that is all we at present know of him, invisible to us otherwise. 
This <leatb*-wrcstlc lasted perhaps four hours ; till seven or 
wards eight o'clock in the June evening; the sun verging 
downwards ; issue still uncertain. 

And, in fact, at last the Issue turned upon a hair 
the empire of Chance m War matters. Cautious Datin, it is 
well known, did not like aspect of the thing; cautious 

Daun thinks to himself, we get pushed back into that 

Camp of yesternight, down the Kamhayek Heights, and right 
into the impassable swamps; the reversS way, Heights now /us, 
not ours, and impassable swamps waiting to swallow us^ 
Wreck comjilete, andsurrenderatdiscretion—Daun writes 
in pencil: The retreat is to SuchdoV (lOittenberg wmy, 

southward, where we have heights again and. magannts); 
Daun’s Aidc-d^camp Is galloping everywhiCber wHh that im* 
portant Document; and Generals are preparin^^r retreat ac* 
cordingiy,—-one General on th^ right wing has, visibly Co Hu!* 
sen and us, his c^non out of battery, and under way rearwards; 
a welcome sight to Hiilsen, who, with Imperfect rebilercensent^ 
is toughly maintaining himself there all day. 
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. And^tio"# t^e Daun so Otance would'have 

it; cannot find Nostitz the Saxon Commandant Of Horse »in 
that quarter; finds a • Saxon Lieutenant-Colonel B—' ('Beib* 
keiidorf all Books now write ]]im plainly), who, Vy another 
little chahce» had been still left ifh^e : Can the Herr Lieu- 
tenant-Coloiel tell me where Gener^ Nostits is ?** Benkcn- 
'^dorf can tell ;-^wiU himself take themessa^e: but Benkendorf 
looks into die important Pencil 9 oc^ent'; thinks it prema¬ 
ture waste&L and that the contrary, is feasible; persuades 
Nostitz so to think ; persuades this regiment and that (Saxon, 
Anstnan, horse and foot); though the cannon in retreat go 
trundling past them: Merely shifting their battery, don't you 
^ >-*^eady f And, in fine, organises, of Saxon and Aus¬ 
trian horse and foot in promising quantity (Saxods in great 
fury on the Pirna score, not to say tne Striegau, and other old 
grudges), a new unanimous assault on Hiilsen. 

The assault was furious, and became ever more so; at 
length irresistible ^to Hfilseo. HiiUea s berse, pressing-on a£ 
to victory, are at last hurled back; could not be rallied fairly 
fted (some of them); confusing Hiilsen's foot,—foot is broken, 
instantly ranks itsdf, as the manner of Prussians is; ranks it¬ 
self in impromptu squares, and stands fiercely defensive again, 
amid die slashing and careering: wrestle of extreme fury, say 
witnesses. '‘This for Striegaul" cried the Saxon dra¬ 
goons, furiously sabring.^ Yes; and is there nothing to ac¬ 
count of Pima, and the later scores ? Scores unliquidated, 
very many still; but the end is, Hiilsen is driven away ; re¬ 
treats, Parihlan-like, down-hill, some space; whose sad example 
has to spread rightwards like a pr^der-^ain, till all are in re¬ 
treat-^northward, towards Nimburg, is the road;—and the 
Battle of Kolin is finished. 

Friedrich made vehement effort to rally the Horse, to r^y 
this and that; bnit to no purpose: one account says he did 
coUect some small body, and marched forth at the head of it 
against a certain battery; but, in bis rear, man after man fell 
away, till lieulei^t-Colonel Grant (not ‘Le Grand/ as some 
call hhn, and indeed there is an accent of Scotch in him, still 
ao^bte to us Sre) had to remark, ‘‘Your Majesty and I can- 

t Ttiftt of ** R4Ar, ikr ttUn% Kxscalf, would you Hve forcvxrf' 
dbio^'Fhti, (Gt ttfht groBcb^ tUt d«y tbera lu« beu eoouxbr—U to ba 
cuoond eurt oytb ; tut uaiuccouAu, n iu withered idad. 

^ JBmaboU^ i. sooi 
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sot take the battery ourselves I" Upon which Rriedrich turned 
round; and, finding nobody, looked at the Enemy tbiraugb his 
glass, and slowly rode away^o—on a different errand. 

Seeing the Battle irretrievably lost, he now called Bevem 
and Moritz to him; gave» difcm charge of the retreat—** To 
Nimburg, cross Elbe there” ^fifteen good miles a^y); " and 
in the defiles of Planian l(|ave especi^ care V’ and himself rode 
off thitherward, hie- Gai^e^-Corps escorting. Retzow says. 

' a swarm of fugitive horse-soldiers, baggage-people, grooms 
* and led horses gathered in the train of him : these latter, at 
' one point,’ Retzow has heard in Opposition circles, ‘ rushed 
' up, galloping: ** Enemy’s hussars upon us 1 ” and set the 
' whole party to the gallop for some time, till they found the 
‘ alarm wai false.'" Of Friedrich we see nothing, except as if 
by cloudy moonlight in aa. uncertain manner, through tUs and 
the other small Anecdote, perhaps semi-mythical, and true 
only in the essence of it. 

Daun gave no cha^p anywhere; on his extreme left, he 
had, perhaps as preparative for chasing, otdered-out the ca¬ 
valry ; *' General Stampach and cavalry from the centre,” with 
cannon, with infantry and appliances, to clear away the wrecks 
of Mannstein, and what still stands, to right of him, on the 
Planian Highway yonder. But Stampach found ' obstacles of 
ground,’ wet obstacles and also dry,—Prussian posts, smalle^_ 
and greater, who would not stir a hand-breadth; in fact, an 
altogether deadly storm of Negative, spontaneous on their 
part, from the indignant regiments thereabouts. King's First 
Battalion, and two others ; who blazed-out on Stampach in an 
extraordinary manner, tearing to shreds every attempt of his, 
themselves stiff as steel: ^Die, all of us, rather than stir!” 
And, in fact, the second man of these poor fellows did die 
there.^ So that Bevem, Commandei in that part, who was 
absent speaking with the King, found on Us return a new 
battle broken out; which he did not forbid but encourage; 
till Stampach had enough, and withdrew in rather tom condi¬ 
tion. This, if this were some preparative for chasing, was 
what Daun did of it, in the cavalry way; cnti this was all. 
The infantry be strictly prohibited to stir ftoo^their position, 
—*' No saying, if we come int^the level ground, writb such an 

1UtsoV| 1. X39. Ib. L x^a 

Kutfeo, p. 138 (firom (be onodceli or *Sti^<QSUint \ 

XUD.). s 
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enemy I'^^^nd^ssed the night tinder arms. Far on our left, 
or what was once our left, Ziethen with all his squadrons, tfay 
HiUsen with most of his battalions, continued stcqdy on the 
ground ; and marched away at their leisure, as rearguard.* 

‘ It seemed,' says Tempdhof.^S splenetic tone, 'as if Fcld- 

* marschall^aun, like a good Christian, would not suffer the 
*' sun to go down on bis wrath. Tma day ^nearly the longest 

* in the year, he allowed the Ptuss^n cavalry, which had 
' beaten Nadasti, to stand quiet on the field till ten at night* 
(till nine); * he did not send a single hussar in chase of the 
' infantry. He stood all night under arms ; and next day rc» 

* turned to his old Camp, as if he had been afraid the King 
' would come back. Arriving there himself, he could see, 

* about ten in the morning, behind j^aui7im and Ionian, the 
' whole Prussian Baggage fallen into such a coil that the 
‘ wagons were with difficulty got on way again ; nevertheless 
' he let it, under cover of the grenadier battalion MantcufTel, 

' go in peace.'^^ ^A man that for cauuon mid slowness could 
make no use of his victory I 

The Austrian force in the Field this day is counted to have 
been 60,000; their losses in killed, wounded and missing, 
8,114. The Prussians, who began 34,000 in strength, lost 
^$• 773*9 of whom prisoners (including all the wounded), 5,380. 
T^ir baggie, we have seen, was not meddled with: they 
lost 45 cannon, 22 dags,—a loss not worth adding, in com- 
parison to this sore havoc, for the second time, in the flower 
of the Prussian Infantry.^^ 

The news reached Prag Camp at two in the morning 
(Sunday 19th): to the sorrowful %ma2C0ient of the Generals 
there; who "stood all silent; only the Prince of Prussia break- 
ing-out into loud lamentations and accusations,' which even 
KeUow thinks unseemly. Friedrich arrived that Sunday even¬ 
ing : and the Siege was raised, next day; with next to no 
hindrance or injury. With none at all on the part of Daun: 
who was still standing among the heights and swamps of 
Planian,—busy smging, or shooting, universal Tc-Deum^ with 
very great roUmg fire and other pomp, that day while Fried¬ 
rich gathered ms Siege-goods and got on march. 

^ Tsmpelhor, L 19v 

U' V. < waoie autaber* wn apt to be maecurste); Kuuen, p. 144 (who 

depend* on the Cesonical Aeeo«at). 
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1%i Maria-Thtresa Ordsr, new Knightkoodyor A^ttria. 

No tongue can express the joy of the Austrians over dus 
victor}*,—t()uchsafed them, in this manner, by Lieutenant- 
Colonel Benkendorf and th^ Powers Above. Miraculouslyi be¬ 
hold, they are not upon the rAreat to Suchdol, at dt^ible-c^uick; 
and in ragged ever-lcngtt^ring line; but stand here, keeping ^ 
rank all night, on tKe Plfniap-Kolin upland of the Kamhayek: 
—behold, they have actually beaten Friedrich; for the first 
time, not been beaten by him. Dearly beaten that Friedrichi 
by some means or other. With such a result, too; consider 
it,—drawn sword was at our throat; and marvellously now it 
is turned round upon his (if Daun be alert), and we^let us re* 
joice to all ^lengths, and sing Te-Deum and T^*Daunum with 
one throat, till the Heaver: echo again. 

There was quite a hurricane, or lengthened storm, of jubi¬ 
lation and tripudiation raised at Vienna on this victory: New 
Order of Maria Thcpysat^ suitable Olympian fashion, with* no 
end of regulating and inaugurating,—^with Dibn the first Chief 
of it; and Pensions to Merit" a conspicuous part of the plan, 
we are glad to see. It subsists to this day: the grandest Mili¬ 
tary Order the Austrians yet have. Which then deafened the 
world, with its infinite solemnities, patentings, discoursings, 
trumpetings, for a good while. As was natur^, surely, to tha^ 
high Imperial Lady with the magnanimous heart; to ^at loyal 
solid Austrian People with its pudding-head. Daun is at the 
top of the Theresa Order, and of military renown in Vienna 
circles;—of Lieutenant-Colonel Benkendorf I never heard that 
he got the least pension or recognition;—continued quietly a 
military lion to discersting i^'cn, for the rest of his days,^^ 

Nay once, on Daun's Te-Deum day, he had a kind of re¬ 
cognition;—and even, by good accidem, can tell us of it in his 
own words 

4 

* I was sen,t ibr to headquarteis by a trumpeter/—-Benkeodoxf 
was,—^wben all was ready for the Te-Dfum, Feldmarschall Daun 
^ was pleased to say at sighr of me, *^That u 1 had had so to 

^ do with the victory, it was but right I should our Herr Gott 
*' along .with himl” Having no diange of clothes, r-as the servuit, 

* who v*as to have a uaifonu and some lineoa ready'tor me, had gal- 
' loped off during the Fight, and eur baggage was all gone to rear- 

u ^Dicd at Dreidea, Geaml of Cavalfy,* sth May tter (SMeahcdi, 4 jjl, 
339 ). Kuucn (cidog some of Seakoadoif), P* i4> 
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‘ ward,^ trkd«o hustle out of aght^among: the crowd of Iinpemt 
' Officers ml in galas but the reigning Duke of Wiirtcmbeig* 
helmiaa's Son-in daw, a perrei'se obstinate Herr, growing ever more 
perverse; one of Wilhelmiua's sad afllictioDS in these d«»ys) * ailloit 
‘ me to him, and said, He would g^e his whole wardrobe, c^uld 
* he wear that dusty coat with such honour as I ’—yes; and uiul 
hard, in his perverse way, for some luch thing; but never could, as 
^ we shall sec. • I ^ 

How lucky that Polish Majesty<iaa^ome remains of Cavalry 
still at Warsaw in the Fima time : that they were made into a 
Saxon Brigade, and taken into the Austrian service; Brigade 
of three Regiments, Nostitz for Chief, and this Benkendon a 
Lieutenant-Colonel, among them;—and that Polish Majesty, 
though himself lost, has been the saving of Austria twice within 
one year I ' 


CHAPTER V. 

FRIEDRICH AT LEITMBRITZ, HIS WOR^«D Og ENEMIES COMING 

• ON. 

s 

Op Friedrich’s night-thoughts at Nimburg ; how he slept, 
and what his dreams were, wc have no account. Seldom did 
a wearied heart sink down into oblivion on such tentis. By 
narrow miss, the game gone; and with such results ahead. It 
a right valiant plunge this that he made, with all his 
strength and all his skill, home upon the heart of his chief 
enemy. To <]uench his thief enemy before another came up: 
it was a valiant plan, and vacantly executed; and it has failed. 
To dictate peace from the walls of Vienna: that lay on the 
cards for him this morning ; and%t nig^t—? KoHn is lost, 
the fruit of Prag Victoiy too is lost; and Schwerin and new 
tens of thousands, unr^laccable for worth in this world, are 
lost: much is lost I Courage, your Majesty, all is not lost, ^ou 
not, and honour not. 

To the young Graf von Anhalt, on the road to Nimburgf 
he is recorded to have said, “ Don’t you know, then, that every 
man must l^ive his reverses {Mats ne saves-vous done ^as 
•* gu$ thague ho^n^ dait avoir ses revers) ? It appears I am 
to have And more vaguely, in the Anecdote-Books, 

is mention of some stanch ruggedly pious old Dragoon, who 
brought, in his steel cap, from some fine^dowing well he had 

* Vifyitnhfdtt I 30 ^ 
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discovered, a draught of pi^c water to the Kir^; ol^ Mother 
£ar^.h*s own gift, through her rugged Dragoon, exquisite re* 
fection to the thirsty wearied soul; and spoke, in his Dragoon 
dialect,—"^Ncver mind, your Majesty! Zfer AUviachdge and 
we ; it sliall be mended yet.'*^' The Kaiserin may get a victory 

* for once ; but does that senf! us to the Devil (da' 9 sn helt uus 

• dtrr Tatfcl nkkt) !* —wcjkfis of rough comfort, which were • 

well taken. ^ f t 

Next morning, several Books, and many Drawings and 
Sculptures of a dim unsuccessful nature, give us view of him, 
atNimburg; silting silent ‘on a Brunnen^Rohf^ (Fountain 
Apparatus, waste-pipe or fceding*pipc, too high for convenient 
sitting): he is stooping forward there, his eyes fixed on the 
ground, anf? is scratching figures in the sand with his stick, as 
the broken troops reasseifiuie round him. Archenholtz says: 

‘ He surveyed with speechless feeling the small remnant of his 

• Lifeguard of Foot, favourite First Battalion; 1,000 strong 

* yesterday morning, haedly 400 now;*—gone the others, in 
that furious AntUSiampach outburst which ''ended the day's"^ 
work I ‘ All soldiers of this chosen Battalion were personally 

* known to him ; their names, their age, native place, their his- 
‘ tory' (the pick of his Ruppin regiment was the basis of it): 

‘ in one day, Death had mowed them down; they had fought 
‘ like heroes, and it was for him that they had died. His 

• were visibly wet, down his face rolled silent tears.*® 

In public 1 never saw other tears from this King,—though 
in private I do not warrant him; his sensibilities, little as you 
would think it, being very lively and intense. *• To work, how¬ 
ever T This King can away such things; and is not 

given overmuch to retrospection on the unalterable Past. * Like 
dewdrops from the lion's mane* (as is figuratively said); the 
liort^swiftly rampant again! There wsfs manifold swift order¬ 
ing, considepng and determining, at Nimburg, that day ; and 
towards night Friedrich shot rapidly into Headquarters at Prag, 
where, by order, there is, as the first thing of all, a very rapid 
business going on, well forward by the time he^:\rrlvc5. 

To fold one’s Siegc-gcar and Army neatl^ together from 
those Two Hill-tops, and march away with them s^e, in sight 
of so many enemies: this has to be the first and rapidest thing; 

^ jLfc!u»nlioUz, i. tot; ICuuon, pp. 959, <38: Itouw, I f4a. 
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if this be foun< 4 possible, as one calculates it may. After which, 
the worlS of enemies, held in the sfip so long, will rush-in f^m 
all the four winds,—unknown whitherward; one must wait to 
«ee whitherward and how. 

Friedrich's History for the rmaining six months of*this 
Year falls, accordingly, into three^ections. Section first: Wait* 

»ing how and towards what object^his enemies, the Austrians 
first of all, will advance ;«*-tbis ]a|tsVtr ablut a month; Fried* 
rich waiting mainly at Leitmeritr, on g^rd there both of Saxony 
and of Silesia^ till this slowly declare itself. Slowly, perhaps 
almost stupidly, but by no means satisfactorily to Friedrich, as 
will be seen! After which, Section second of his History lasts 
above two months; Friedrich's enemies being all got to the 
ground, and united in hope and resolution to ovc]|vhelm and 
abolish him; but their plans, positi^s, operations so extremely 
various that, for a long time (end of August to beginning of 
November), Friedrich cannot tcU what to do with them: and 
has to scatter himself into thin threadvan^roam about, chiefly 
in Thuringen affd the West of Saxony, seeking something to 
light with, and finding nothing; getting more and more im¬ 
patient of such paltry misery; at times nigh desperate; and 
habitually drifting on desperation as on a Ice shore in the night, 
despite all bis efforts. Till, in Section thirds which goes from 
j^pvember Sth, through December 5th, and into the New Year, 
be does find what to do; and does it,—in a forever memorable 
way. 

Three Sections; of which the reader shall successively have 
some idea, if he exert himself; though it is only in snatches, 
suggestive to an active fancy, th^we can promise to dwell on 
them, especially on the First Tw^ whidt lie pretty much un- 
survey able in those chaotic records, like a world-wide coil of 
thrums. Let us be swift, in Friedrich’s own manner; and try 
to disemprison the small portions of essential! Here, partly 
from Eyewitnesses, are some Notes in regard to Section 
First ? 

* Sunday i^h yune, At 2 A.M., Major Grant arrives at Prag' 
(must have started instantly after that of two cannot take the 
battery, your l^jesty !^j—-‘goes to Prince Ferdinand of Brunswick, 

' interim Commander on the Ziscaberg, with order To raise Siege. 
* Comtenaation on the part of sonib; worse, on the Prince of Prussia's 

^ Gt$ 4 kickti dtr Ptld^Ogt d»f Ftrdinand (aod a Private 

JoDrasl 01 W.’sther^, ii, ; Reuow; Stc. 
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* part; the others kept silence at least,-’-‘and set ftstaotlv: to work. 

* Oi both Hills, the cannons arc removed (across MoWaa the ^sca- 

* Hill ones), batteries destroyed, Siege-gear neatly gathered up, to go 

* in wagons*to Leitmeritz, thence by bc^ to Dresden; aU this lies 
^ reidy done, the tlangerous of it done, when Friedrich arrives. 

' AfvHiiijy to/h, before sunrise, Siege raised. At three in the 
' morning Friedrich marches from the Ziscaberg; to eastward he, to ^ 
‘ All-liujazlau, thence to A^-tissa,’—Niroburg way, with what ob- 
jects M*e shall see. ^ xVfarshal Kr.nth’s fine perfonnance. Keith, ttom 

* the Weissenbe^, does not march, such packing and loading still; 

* nil tlie ba^agea and artilleries being with Keith. Not till four In 

* the .afternoon did Keith march ; but beautifully then; and folded 
'himself away,—rearguard under Schmettau ''retreating che<iner« 

* wi.se,” nothing but Tolpaichories attempting on him,~westward, 

' Budin-svard, without loss of 0 linstock, not to speak of guns. Very 
' prettily doCic on the part of Keith. By Budin, to Leitmeiits, he; 

' where (he King will join hi£\'shortly.’ 

Friedrich's errand in Alt-Lissa, eastward, while Keith went 
westward, was, To be within due armVlength of the Moritz- 
Bevem, or beaten Koliff Army, which is conting up that way; 
intending to take post, and do its best, in those parts, with 
Zittau Magazine and the Lausitz to rear of it. One of our Eye* 
witnesses, a Herr Westphalcn, Ferdinand of Brunswick's Se¬ 
cretary,—who, with his Chief, got into wider fields before long, 
—yields these additional particulars face to face: 

' Tursi/ay air/ *757* King’s Headquarters in Lissa or 

* bourhood till Friday next; which Is central for both thcf^e move- 
' ments,—Thursday, orders sc/en r<^imcnts of horse to reinforce 
‘ Keith. No symptom yet of purcuil anywhere. 

^Friday 24///. Prince Moritz vith the Kolia Army made appw- 
' anc^ all safe, and is to command here; King intending for Keith. 

' After dinoer, and the* due fClcrchange of baUalipns to that end, 

' King sets off, with Prince Henri, towards Keith; Headquarter in 
‘ Alt-Bunzlau again. Saturday at M^lnick;® Sunday ^ Gastorf; 

‘ Afonday Night zylh LeitmeriU; King lodges in the Cathedral 
' Close, in si^t of Keith, who is on the opposite side of Elbe,—but 
‘ the town has a Bridge for tomorrow. “Never was a quieter mardi; 

‘ not the shadow of a Pandour visible. The Duke” (Ferdinand, my 
' Chief, Chatham’s jewel that is to be, and precious to E^knd) 

' ''has suficred much from a”—^ foct, from a 
' porary bowel-derangement, whidi was very trout^^some, owmg to 
' the excessive heats by day, and coldness of the nights. 

^Tuesday Junction witk Keith,—Bridge rightly secured, 

' due party of dragoons and foot left on the right bank, to occupy a 

* Plan, IP, 1954. 
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* be^g^it which coven Leitmentz. ‘^aearing of the PascopoV’ (that 

* is^ sw^iptng tne Pandoars ont ofU)f » the iint bu^ioe^s; Colonel 

* X^oodon with bis Pandours, a most swilt sharp*cuttlng man, being 
' now here in those parts i cloing a deal of mischief. Three days ago, 

* Saturday 2$thg Keith had sent seven battalions, with the ^oper 
^ steel-he&oms, on that Pascopol afiUi#; Tuesday, on Jaoction, Majesty 
‘sends thr^ more: job done on Wednesday; reported ‘‘done,**— 
‘ though 1 should not be surprisedWcstphalcn, ‘ii some little 

* highway robbery still went on nmongllllic Mc|]ntains up there.* 

Mo;—nnd before quitting hold, ^hat is this that Loudon 
(on the very day of the King's arrival, June 27th), on the old 
Field of Lobositz over yonder, has managed to do! General 
Mannstein, wounded at Kolin, happened, with others in like 
case, to be passing that way, towards Dresden and better sur- 
gery,—when Loudon's Croats set upon them, scattering their 
slight escort: “ Quarter, on surrenier! Prisoners “ Never !*' 
answered Mannstein; “ Never!** that too impetuous man, start¬ 
ing out from his carriage, and snatching a musket: and was 


instantly cut-down there. And so ends; 
head, and of h?art only too strong.^ ^ 


a man of strong 


only too strong. 


From Prag onwards, here has been a delicate set of opera¬ 
tions ; perfectly executed,—thanks to Friedrich's rapidity of 
shift, and also to the cautious slowly-puzzling mind of Daun. 
Had Daun used any diligence, had Daun and Prince Karl been 
broad awake, together or even singly! But Friedrich guessed 
they seldom or never were; that they would spend some days 
in puzzling ; and that, with dispatch, he would have time for 
everything. Daun, we eSfiW^,observe, stood singing Te^Deum^ 
greatly at leisure, in his old C^p, 20th June, while Friedrich, 
from the first gray of morntng< diligently all day long, was 
withdrawing from the trenches of Prag,—Friedrich's people, 
self and goods getting folded-out in the finest gradatior^ and 
irith perfect success; no Daun to hinder him,—Daun leisurely 
doing T^-Deumy forty miles off, helping on the wrong' side by 
that exertion—‘Poor Browne, he is dead of his wounds, in 
‘ ft^ag yonger/ writes Westphalen, in his Leitmeritz Journal, 

• news came tgius July ist: men said, “Ah, that was why they 
‘ lay asleep.#* 

Till June36th, Daun an<^Karl bad not united; nor, except 
sending out Loudon and Croats, done anything, either of them. 

4 ii ^; MiUtmir^L$sihmy ii* to. ^ Cofiliuto^ 367. 
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Sunday June 26th, at Podscbemitz on the otdEield of Prag« a 
week and a day after Kolit, they did togenier; xtill seem* 
ingly a little puzzled, Shall we follow the King ? Shall we 
follow Moritz and Severn ?**—nothing clear for some time, ex¬ 
cept to send out Pandour parties upon both. Moritz, since 
parting with the King in Ait*£ttnzlau neighbourhood, has gone 
noitbward some marches, Uinty miles or so, to ^m/-Bunzlau, € 
—meeting of Iser^and ?fbe, surely a good position:—Mo¬ 
ritz, on receipt of thesQf Paifdour allowances of his, writes to 
the King, '' Shall wc retreat on Zittau, then, your Majesty ? 
Straight upon Zittau?** Fancy Friedrich’s astonishment;— 
who well intends to cat the Country drst, perhaps to fight if 
there be chance, and at least to lie outside the doors of Silesia 
and the Lausitz, as well as of Saxony here I—and answers, with 
his own hafhd, on the Instant: Your Dilection will not be so 
madr^ And at once recalls Moritz, and appoints the Prince 
of Prussia to go and take command. Who directly went;—a 
most important step for the King's interests and his own. 
Whose fortunes in ftlat%usines$ we shall sec^before long!— 

At Leitmeritz the King continues four weeks, with his Army 
parted in this way; waiting bow the endless hostile element, 
which bcglrdlcs his horizon all round, will shape itself into 
combinations, that he may sel>upon the likeliest or the need- 
fulcst of these, when once it has disclosed itself. Horizon 
round is black enough: Austrians, French, Swedes, Russians, 
Reichs Army; closer upon him or not so close, all are rolling 
in: Saxony, the Lausitz and Silesia, Brandenburg itself, it is 
uncertain which of these may ^silcst require his active pre¬ 


sence. 

The very day after his arrfval in Leitmeritz,—Tuesday 28th 
June, w*hile that junction with Keith was going on, and the 
troops were defiling along the Bridge fpr junction with Keith, 
—a heavy sorrow had befallen him, which he yet knew not of. 
An irreparable Domestic loss; sad complement to these Mdi- 
tary and other Public disasters. Queen Sophie Dorotbee, about 
whose health he had been anxious, but had again been set 
quiet, died at Berlin that dayJ In her sevet^ly-rirst year: of 
no definite violent disease ; worn down with chagrins and ap¬ 
prehensions, in this black whirlpool of Public troubles. So far 
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as appears, the nevrs came on Friedrich by surprise:—^*bad 
cough," heA of. and of his anxieties about it, in the Spyng 
time; then again of improvement, recovery, in the fine 
weatherno thought, just now, of such an event: and he 
took it with a depth of affliction, wh^ch my less informed readers 
are far from expecting of him. 

July 2d? the news came: Kingwithdrew into privacy; to 
weep and bewail under this new pun)fency|)f grief, superadded 
to so many others. Mitchell sa^: *For two days he had no 

* levee; only the Princes dined with him* (Princes Henri and 
Ferdinand; Prince of Prussia is gone to Jung-Bunslau, would 
get the sad message there, among his other troubles): • yestcr* 

* day, July 3d, King sent for me in the afternoon, ~the first time 

* he has seen anybody since the news came:—I had the hon- 

* our to remain with him some hou|g in his closet. I must own 

* to your Lordship I was most sensibly afflicted to see him in- 

* dulging his grief, and giving way to the warmest filial alTec* 

* tions; recalling to mind the many o^igations he had to her 
' late Majesty; all she had suffered, and tmw nobly she bore 

* it; the good she did to everybody; the one comfort he now 
' bad, to think of having tried to make her last years more 

* agreeable.’^ In the thick of public business, this kind of mood 
to Mitchell seems to have lasted all the time of Lcitmeritz, 
which is about three weeks yet: Mitchell*s Notebooks and 
I/Sspatcbes, in that part, have a fine Biographic interest; the 
wholly human Friedrich wholly visible to us there as he seldom 
is. Going over his past Life to Mitchell; brief, candid, pious 
^o both his Parents;—inexpWsi^ly sad; like moonlight on the 
grave of one's Mother, silent thaL while so much else is too 
noisy^ 

This Friedrich, upon whom the whole world has risen like 
a mad SorcererVSabb^h, how safe he once lay in his cradle, 
like the rest of us, mother's love wrapping him soft:—and 
now I These thoughts commingle in a very tragic way with 
the avalanche of public disasters which is thundering down on 
all sides. Warm tears the me^ of this new sorrow; small 
in compass, but grater in poignancy than all the rest together. 
*'My poor old XothtT, oh, my Mother, that $0 loved me al¬ 
ways, and voula have given her own life to shelter mine 1"-^ 

* Fafirs fmd I 9^3; X)«spfttch to Holdemess, 4th July (ft]ig:htJv 

sbrMfvd);—M lb. i. 357*359 (Pnv4te Journal). Wa^tphalea, U. S4» See CSwrrs 
4 $ Fr H kh c, iv. iS«. 
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It was at Leitmeritz, as I ^ess» that Mitchellcfirst n)ade dcci* 
sire acquaintance, what we may almost call intimnc^> with the 
King: wc already defined him as a saga€ious> long-headed^ 
lojvil-hcartecl diplomadc gentleman, Scotch by birth and by 
turn of character; abundantly polite, vigilant, discreet, and 
with a fund ot general senie and rugged veraci^.y of mind; 
whom Friedrich at recognised for what he was, and* 
much took to, fin?linghearty return withal; so that they 
were soon well u ith one another, and continued so. Mitchell, 
as oiders were, 'attended the King’s person* all through this 
War, sometimes in the blaze of battle itself and nothing but 
cai\non«bhot going, if it so chanced; and has preserved, in 
his multifarious Papers, a great many traits of Friedrich, not 
to be metfwith elsewhere. 

Mitchcirs occasional Society, conversation with a man of 
sense and manly character, which Friedrich always much 
loved, was, *no doubt, a resource to Friedrich in bis lonely 
roamings and vio^ssiftides in those dark ^ears* No other 
British Ambassador ever had the luck to please him or be 
pleased by him,—mobt of them, as Ex-Exchequer Legge and 
the like Ex-Parhamentary people, he seems to have considered 
dull, obstinate, wooden fellows, of fantastic, abrupt, rather 
abstruse km<l of character, not worth deciphering;—some of 

them, as llanbury Williams, with the mischievous tic (Tnia''e 
like galvanism or Sl.-Vitus*-dance) which he called wit/’ and 
the inconvenient turn for plotting and intriguing, Friedrich 
could not endure at all, but h^^^hem as soon as possible re¬ 
called,—of course, not witha(jt detestation on their part. 

At Leitmeritz, it appeq^, he kept withdrawn to his closet 
a good deal; gave himself up to his sorrows and his thoughts; 
would sit many hours drowned in tears, weeping bitterly like 
a^child or a woman. This is strangf to some readers; but it 
is true, -—and ought to alter certain current notions. Fried¬ 
rich, flashing like dear steel upon evil-doers and mendacious 
unjust persons and their works, is not by nature a cruel man, 

then, or an unfeeling, as Kumour reports ? ^^eader, no, far 
the reverse ;—and public Rumour, as you rkyy have remarked, 
is apt to be an extreme blockhead, full of Inry and stupidity 
on such points, and had mrxh belter hold its tongue till it 
know in somo measure. Extreme sensibility is not sure to 
be a merit; though it is sure to be reckoned one, by the 
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greedy dim fdlows looking idly : but, in any case, the 
degree it that dwelt (privately, for most part) in Friedrich 
was great; and to himself it seemed a sad rather than joyful 
fact. Speaking of this matter, long afterwards, to Gar)^, a 
Silesian Philosopher, with whom fie used to converse at Bres* 
lau, he sayf;—or let dull Carve ^mself report it, in the literal 
* thiid-person: >1 

‘ And herein, I,’ the Herr Gorve^venljjring^o dispute, or qualify, 
on one of his Major's favourite topics), 'believe, lies the real ground 
' oi ^'happiness:” it t$ the capacity and opportunity to accomplish 
' great things. This the King would not allow; but said, Tlut I 

* did not sufheientiy take into account the natural feelings, different 

* indi/FerenC people, which, when painful, emhiUere^I the life of the 
' highest as of the lowest That, in his own life, he had experienced 

* the deepest sufferings of this kind: added he, ^ilh a touch- 

* ing tone of kindness and fafniliority which never occurred again in 
' his interviews with me, ''if you (£r) knew, for instance, what I 
" underwent on the death of my Mother, you would see that I have 
" been as unhappy as any other, and uQhn|if)iQf than others, because 
" of the greater sShsibihty 1 had (?m7 uh mckr Em^findlkhkrit gckabi 


There needed not this new calamity in Friedrich’s lot just 
now I From all points of the compass, his enemies, held in 
check so long, are floating-on: the confluence of disasters and 
U^tidings, at this time, very great. From Jung-] 3 un;clau, close 
by, his Brother’s accounts are bad; and grow ever worser¬ 
as will be seen 1 On the extreme West, ‘July 3d/ while Fried¬ 
rich at Lciuneritz sat weeping for his Mother, the French take 
Embden from him; the Russians, Mcmcl, on the 

utmost East. June 30tb, six ^gs before, the Russians, after 
as many months of haggling, dm cross the Border; 37,000 
of them on this point; and set to bombarding Mcmcl from 
land and sea. PoorwMemel (garrison only 700) answered 
very fiercely, ' sank two of their gunboats’ and the like ; but 
the end was as we see,—Feldmarschall Lchwald able lo give 
no relief. For there were above 70,000 other Russians (Feld- 
marschoU Anraxln with these latter, and Cossacks and CaI- 
mucksmore enough) crossing elsewhere, south in Tilsit 
Country, uponmd Lehwald. 1 ^ Lchwald, with 30,000, in such 


y fraffnifttf 44t Jet CkArttX'iers und der 

Friidtich tUt von Qinuiao lAret (Breslau, 179S), i. Ah unex. 

Metvdb duH Book (Oarve haviaf talent and repatation): luna of monoionon^ 
rr4achmenti.90QFrieidrich'i diMCter; almost nothing but the above fraction now 
derivabk front it . w Qeeckkhu^ tv. 407-423. 
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circumstances—what is |d become of Prek€$en and him 1 
Nearer band, the Austrians, Che French, the Reichs 
Army, do now seem intent on business. 

The Reichs Execution Army, we saw bow Mayer and the 
Bahle of Prag had checked it in the birth-pangs; and given 
rise to pangs of another sor|; the poor Reichs Gircles gene* 
rally exclaiming, What^ Bring the war into our own bor¬ 
ders ? Bring the t^ing 6 i P^russia on our own throats 1 '*—•and 
stopping short in their ^enlistments and preparations; io vain 
for Austrian Officials to urge them* Watching there, with 
awe-struck eye, while the i3,ooo bombs flew into Prag. 

The Battle of Kolin has reversed ail that; and the poor 
old Reich is again bent on business in the Execution way. 
Drumminf’i committeeing, projecting, and endeavouring, with 
all her might, in all quarters ; and, from and after the event 
of Kolin, holding visible Encampment, in the Nurnberg Coun¬ 
try ; fractions of actual troops assembling there. ' On the 

• Plains of Fuvtb, hetM-een Fiirth and Farrenbach, east side 

• the River Regnitz, there was the Camp pitched,’ says my 
Anonymous Friend ; who gives me a cheerful Copperplate of 
the thing: red pennons, blue, and bright mixed colours; 
generals’ tents; ordcr-of-battle, and respective rallying points: 
with Bamberg Country in front, and the peaks of the Pine 
Mountains lying pleasantly behind : a sight for the curious^*^ 
It is the same ground where Mayer was careering lately; 
neighbouring nobility and gentry glad to come in gala, and 
dance with Mayer. Hither, a^^rough July, come contin¬ 
gents straggling in, thicker aiptnicker; * August 8th/ things 
now about complete, the ^*'^op of Bamberg came to take 
survey of the Reichs-Heer (Bishop’s remarks not given); Au¬ 
gust toth, came the young reigning Duke of Hildburgbausen 
(Duke’s grand-uncle is to be Comminder), on like errand; 
August i ith, the Reichs-Heer got on march. Westward hoi 
—readers will see towards what 

A truly elende, or miserable, Reichs Execution Army {as 
the rnispiinttr had made it); but giving loud vqlce in the Ga¬ 
zettes ; and urged by every consideration toS^o something for 
itself. Prince (k Hildburgbausen,—a genera^of small xsitfk, 
though hi has risen in the Au^ian service, and we have seen 

U J.P.S. (wbom 1 named Anonyment sines; who his boUld 

dovD, wilh mat dii^nee, the old Neirmpors, and pvoe a frait nany dates. 
Ooloif&c., wicbom laoex), i an, 924 (the 
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him witiwSeckopdorf in old Turk tmes,—has, for his Kaiser’s 
sake, lakAi the command ; sensible perhaps that glory is ^ot 
likely to be rife here; but willing to make himself useful. 
Kaiser and Austria urge, everywhere, with all their mi^ht; 
Prince of Hesscn-Darmstadt, wh# lay on the Wcisscnberg 
lately, one ^ Keith’s distinguished seconds there and a Pros* 
•sian Officer of long standing, hasSw Kaiser’s order, quilted 
all that, and become Hildburgh^usftn's second here, in the 
Camp of Furth ; thinking the path o\ duty lay that way,— 
though his Wife, one of the noble women of her age, thought 
very differently.^^ A similar Kaiser’s order, backed by what 
LaW'^hunder lay in the Reich, had gone out against Friedrich’s 
own Brothers, and against every Rcichs Prince who was in 


Friedrich’s service; but, except him of Hcsscn-^^armstnclti 
none of them had much minded.^ I did not hear that his 


strategic talent was momentous: but Prussia had taught him 
the routine of right soldiering, surely to small purpose ; and 
Friedrich, no doubt, glanced indignandiy^t this small thing, 
among the man/big ones* 

From about the end of June, the Reichs Army kept drib¬ 
bling in: the most inferior Army in the world ; no part of it 
well drilled, most of it not drilled at all; and for variety in 
colour, condition, method, and military and pecuniary and 
ofther outfit, beggaring description. Hildburghauscn does his 
utmost: Kaiser the like* The number should have far ex¬ 
ceeded 50,000; but was not, on the field, of above half that 
number: 25.000; add a^l^t 8,000 Austrian troops, two 
regiments of them cavalry; g^d these 8,000, the rest bad. 
—that was the Reichs Executioi^rmy ; most inferior among 
Armies; and considerable part of it, all the Protestant part, 
privately wishing well to Friedrich, they say. Drills itself 
multifariously in that ®amp between Fiirth and FarrenbJch, 
on the east side of Regniu River. Fancy what a sight to Wil- 
helmina, if she ever drove that way; which I think she hardly 
wouM. The Baireulh contingent itself is there ; the Margraf 
would have h^Msut stiff on that point; but Friedrich himself 
advised compli^Ce* Margraf of Anspach,—perverse tippling 
creature, ill w^h his Wife, 1 doubt,—has joyfully sent his 

n Her Letter te Friedrich, * Berlin, foth October sr57,’ (Ettvr^s dt Fr^Jirkt 
axvtL'u.'i$s. 

!a Oruch. FMrsi MotUm vch AnJUff Dwttn (Berlin, tSee), pa. 71. 7^. IMnco 
Moriu^e rather mournful Letter on the subject, with Friedrich t iimp Answer. 
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legal hundreds; will vote for the Relchs Bjtn agajnst this 
worst of Germans, whom fne lias for BrothDark 
days in the heart of Wilhelmina^ those of the Camp at FUrth. 
Days which grow ever darker, with strange fiashings-out of 
emjjyrean lightning from th^t shrill true heart; no peace mwe, 
till the noble heroine die 1-—, * 

This Reichs-Hcc^^tiscrable "Army of the Circles,** - 
is mockingly caJledw'Hhe^Adoopcrs. Coopers and 

gets quizzing enou^, uifdcr that and othor titles, from an Op* 
position J^ublic* i*'ar other froijii the French and Austrians; 
who are bent that it should do feats in the world, and prove 
impressive on a robber King. Thus too, for Deliverance of 
Saxony/' to cooperate with Reichs-Heer in that sacred object, 
thanks to the zeal of Pompadour, Prince de Soubise has got to* 
gether, in Kisnss. a supplcnnntary 30,000 (40,330 said Theory, 
but Fact never quite so many); and is passing them across the 
Rhine, in Frankfuit Country, all through July, while the drill* 
ing at Furth goes on... With these, Soubise, simultaneously 
getting under way, will steer north-eastward ; '*join theReichs* 
Hecr about Erfurt, before August end; and—and we shall see 
what becomes of the combined Soubise and Reichs Army after 
that I 

It must be owned, the French, Pompadour and love of glory 
urging, are diligent since the event of Kolio. In select Parisian 
circles, the Soubise Army, or even that of D'Estries altogether, 
—produced by the tears of a filial Dauphiness,—is regarded 
as a quasi'sacred, or uncommonly noble thing; and is called 
by her name, **LArmcc dc l^^uiuphine^' or for shortness 
''LaDaupJiind* without adjujait Thus, like a kind of chiral* 
rous Bellona, vengeance in 'her right hand, tears and fire in 
her eyes. The Dauphiness advances ; and will Join Reichs- 
He^ at Erfurt before August end. Sur:h the will of Pompa¬ 
dour; Richelieu encouraging, for reasons of bis own. Soubise, 

I understand^ is privately in pique against poor D'Estrdes 
and intends to eclipse him by a higher style of diligence; 
though D'Estrdes too is doing his best. 

July 3d, we saw the D*Estr< 5 cs people taking Embden; 
D'Estrees, quiet $0 long in his Camp at Bielefe»i, bad at once 


^Reappeared uecxp^ctcdly in Pan^ (from D'£»trd4^a*a Army), 'aad Jima* 

S our d»yt alter ^lin) • coc*up this Daufninett Army, by aid of Pompadmin with 
iebdieu. iv. w, aji. Kicheiwa at Sfiraibttrg latelr^Hsth 

July; CoUinf^ VoUawf, p« tptt 
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be«tirre4 hims^» K<^ being done;—shot-out a detachoic&t 
leftwards^ and Embden had capitAated th^ day. Adiei:* to 
the Shipping Interest there, and to other pleasant things! 
•July 9th, after sunset,* D*Estrtfes himself got on march 
Bielefeld; set forth, in the cool o<night, 60,000 strong, and 
10,000 mO(p to join him by the ^ad (the rest are left as gar- 
orisons, reserves,—!,000 tnaraudeiSs^ them swing as monitory 
pendulums, on their various trees, ^ onditem),—direct to¬ 
wards Hanover and Royal Highness of Cumberland ; who re- 
tr^ts> and has retreated, behind the Ems, theWeser, back, ever 
back; and, to appearance, will make a bad finish yonder. 

To Friedrich, waiting at Leitmeritr, all these things are 
gloomily known ; but the most pressing of them is that of the 
Austrians and Jung-Bunzlau close by. Let us give :jpme utter¬ 
ances of his to Wilhelmina, nearl^U we have of direct from 
huh in that time; and then hasten to the Prince of Prussia 
there: 


Friidrich to Wilhelmina (at'«Saircuth). 

LdtmerUzj ist ^uly 17$7- * * * Sensible as heart can be to the 

* tender interest yaa deign to take in what concerns me. Dear Sister, 

* fear nothing on my score: men are always in the hand of wliat wc 

* call Fate* (*'Predestination, Gnatlefnoail,**^Vsitdon us, — 

' ce qu'en ttomrne ledistin); accidents will befall people, walking on 
' the streets, sitting in their room, lying in their bod; and there are 

* niany who escape the perils of war.' • • ‘1 think, through 

* Hessen will be the safest route for your Letters, till wc see;—and 

* not to write just now except on occasiou.s ot importance. Here is a 


* piece in cipher; anonTinous. ’ggjmended for the Newspapers, or some 
such road. 

Jfitly $ti, ' By a Courier of P^^o’s, returning to Regensbutg* 
(who passes near you), ‘ 1 write to a]^rise my dear Sister of the new 


* misery which overwhelms us. We have no longer a MoUier. I'his 

* loss ^ts the crown on sorrows. I am obliged to act; .mcl lyve 
‘ not dme to give free course to my tears. Judge, I pmy you, of the 


* situation of a feding heart put to so cruel a trial. All losses in the 

* world are capable of being remedied; but those which Death causes 

* are beyond the readi of hope.’ 

7^^ * You are too good; I am ashamed to abuse your ia- 

' duigence. BuP since you will, try to sound tlie French, what 

* ^mditions of Few they would demand; one might judge os to their 

* intentions. Send that Mirabeau {ce Af. dr Mirabeau) to France. 

* WiUingly will I pay the expense# lie may offer os much as five 

* thalers* (750,000/.) ‘to tlie Favourite* (ycsi, e*.en to the Pom- 
padottfj ‘for Peace alone. Of course, his utmost dVreriou will l^c 
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‘ needed j’—should the English get the least wind of it I But if th^ 
arefgone to St Vitus, and fail' in every point* what cau os^e do ? Ce 
Af, de Mirabeaut readers will 1 >e surprised to learn, is en Uncle of the 
great Miraheau’s; who has fallen into roving conrses^ gone abroad 
insoTvent; and ** directs the Oppra at Baireuth,” in these years I—One 
Letter we will give in full: 

• LeitKDcn», xsik July r7S7. 

^ My dearest Sister,—Y ear Letter has arrived: I see in it yonr 
‘ regrets for the inep rable^lo&s have had of the best and worthiest 

* Mother in this worl^. 1 am so struckHlown with all these blows from 

* within and without, that I feel myself in a sort of stupefection. ^ 

* The French have just laid hold of Friesland' (seised Embden, Jidy 
}d); ^are about to pass the Weser: they have instigated the Swedes 
' to declare War against mei the Swedes are sending 17,000 men' 
(rather more if anything; but they proved beautifully ineffectual) 'into 

* Fommem/—will be burdensome to Stralsund and the poor country 
people mainly; having no Caf^tain over them but a hydra*headed Na« 
tional Palaver at home, and a Long-pole with Cocked*hat on it here 
at hand. * The Russians arc besi^ing Memel* (have taken it, ten 
days ago): * Lchwald.h^c them on his front and in his rear, llie 
' Troops of the Reich/ from your Plains of Fiirth ^yonder, *are also 
' about to march. All this will force me to evacuate Bohemia, so 
‘ soon as that crowd of enemies gets into motion. 

* I am firmly resolved on the exlremcst efforts to save my Country. 

‘ We shall see i voir) if Fortune will lake a new thought, or if 
' she will cntiiely turn her back upon me. Happy the moment when 

* 1 took to training myself in philosophy I There is nothing else that 
' can sustain the soul in a situation like mine. I spread^out to you, 

‘ dear Sister, the detail of my sorrows ; if these things regarded only 

* myself, I could siand it with composure; but I am bound Guardian 

* of ihe safety and happiness of -c which has been put under 

* my ebatge. There lies the stinj^of it; and I shall have to reproach 
‘ myself with every fault, if, by^^elay or by overhaste, I occasion the 

* smallest aeddent; all the more as, at present, any fault may be 

* capital. 

i What a bu.riness! Here is the liberty <rf Germany, zod that Pro* 

* testant Cause for which so much blood has been shed; here are those 

* Two great Interests at stake; and the pinch of this huge game 
‘ U sud), that an unlucky quarter of an hour may establish over Ger- 

* many the tyrannous domination of the House of Austria fbrev^ I I 

* am in the cose of a traveller who sees himself surro’^nded and ready 

* to be assassinated by a troop of cattliroats, wboMnt^d to share his 
' spoils. Since the League of Cambrai* (150S-151V vrith a Pope in 
it and a Kaiser and Most Christian King, iniquitously sworn against 
poor Venice;—to no purpose, as tappily appears), Uhtre U so ex* 

‘ ample ot such n Conspiracy as that imomouR Triumvirate’ (AnstrlOi 
Fmnce, Russia) ^ now* lorms against me. Was it ever seen bcioiroi that 
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* three grfat Prizyes laid plot in concert to dostroy a Fouitfa, who had 
^ done nothing against them? I have ffot had the least quarrel ei^ier 

* with France or with Russia, still less with Sweden. If, in common 

* life, three citizens took it into their heads to fall^upon their neighl)our, 

' and Irtim his house about him, they very certainly, by scntcn« of 
' tribunal, would be broken on the u%eeh What) and will Sovc- 
' reignb, wbcamaintam these tnbunoli and these laws in their States, 

** give such example to their subjcctsV^^ Happy, my dear SUtet, U 

* the obscure man, whose go<xl ]n>m y(.|th upwards, lia^ re- 

* Doonced all sorts of glory; who, in his safe low place, has none to 

* envy him, and whose foUune docs not excite tne cupidity oi scoun« 

* dreli 1 

* But these reflections are vain. Wc have to be what our biith, 
' which decides, has made us in entering upon this world. 1 reckoned 

* that, being King, it beseemed me to think as a Sovereign; and I 

* took for principle, that the reputation of a IVincc ought to be : 1 earcr 
^ to him than life. They have plollcil against me, the Coun of Vienna 

* has given itself the liberty of trying to maltreat me; my honour com- 
^ mantled me not to sufler it. Wc have come to War; a gang of rob- 

* bers falls on me. pistol in hand t that is the a<lventurc which has 

* happened to me. ^ITie remedy is difficult: i^ficspciatc diseases llicre 

* are no metho<ls out desperate cues. 

M ' eg a thousand pardons, dear Sister: in these Uircc long pages 

* I taik^b you of nothing bat my troubles and afTairs. A stiangu abuse 

* it AVoutd be of any other person's friendship. But yours, my ilcar 

* Sister, yours is known to me; and 1 am persuaded you aie not im- 

* patient when I open my heart to youa heart which is yours alto* 
‘getber; being filled with sentiments of the tendcrest esteem, with 

* which 1 am, my dearest Sister, your^ fm truth, affectionate Brother 
at all times) ‘ 

Prince August Wilhdm jfniiyg dad Problem at Jung-£uu> 
lau; and does it badly: pSigdrich thereupon has to rise 
from LeitmeritZf and take tlte Field elsewhere^ in bitter 
Paste and Impatitj^ce^ with Outlooks worse than ever^^ 

The Prince of Prussia's Enterprise had its intricacies; but, 
by good management, was capable of being done. At least, so 
Fri^ricb thought;—though, in truth, it would have been 
better had Fuedrich gone himself, since the chief pressure 
happened to ml^ihere! The Prince has to retire, Parthian- 
like, as slowly m possible, with the late Kolin or Moritz-Bevern 
Army, towards the Lausitz, keeping bis eye upon Silesia the 
while; of course securing the passes and strong places in his 

u (Sutmt U4 FHasrut xxvtl t. >94, 095, 396-8. 
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passage, for defence of own rear at lovest; especially 
soeuring Zittau, a fine opulent Town, where his effief Maga- 
sinc is, fed from Silesia now. The Army is in good strength 
(gilfss 30,000), with every equipment complete; in discipline, 
in health and in hc>irU soCh as beseems a Prussian Army^^ 
probably longing rather, ify venture to long or wish for any¬ 
thing not yet command^; to have a stroke at those Aus¬ 
trians again, and juxy them something towards that late Kolia 
score. •• 

The Prince arrived at Jung-Bunzlau, June 30th; Winter- 
fekl with him, and, at his own request, Schmettau. The Aus« 
trians have not yet stirred: if they do, it may be upon the 
King, it may be upon the Prince: in three or even in two 
marches, Prince and Kine can be together,—the King only 
too happy, in the present ^oppressive coil of doubts, to find 
the Austri.'kns ready for a new passage of battle, and an im- 
lucdiate decision. The Austrians did, in fact, break-out,— 
seemingly, at first,^..pon the King; but in reality upon the 
Prince, wlinm they judge safer game ; and the matter became 
much more critical upon him than had been expected. 

The Prince was thought to have a good judgment (too 
much talk in it, we sometimes feared), and fair knowledge in 
iniJiury matters. The King, not quite by the Prince's choice, 
has given him Wintcrfeld for Mentor; Winterfeld, who has 
ati excellent military head in such matters, and a heart firm 
as steel,—almost like a second self in the King's estimation. 
Excellent Winterfeld;—but tl^v ^^hcre are also Schmettau, 
Bevern and others, possibly '/c private not too well affected to 
this Winterfeld. In fact, tPeke is rather a multitude of Coun¬ 
sellors ;—and an Ingenuous fine-spirited Prince, perhaps more 
capable of eloquence on the Opix)sition side, than of cexpens¬ 
ing into real wisdom a multitude of counsels, when the crisis 
rises, and tlie affair becomes really difficult. Crisis did rise : 
the victorious Austrians, after such delay, had finally made-up 
their minds to press this one a little, this one rather than the 
King, and bang upon his skirts ; Daun and Qrince Karl set- 
out after him, Just about the time of his ffrival,—"70,000 
.strong,*’ the Prince hears, including plenty of *Pandours. Cer¬ 
tain it is, the poor Prince's mikd did flounder a good deal; and 
his procedures succeeded extremely ill on this occasion. Cer¬ 
tain, too, tliat they were eiUrcmely ill-taken at headquarters: 
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and that even died soon aftei?—chiefly of broken hevt, 
said the censorious world, ft is well known how Europe rang 
with the matter for a long while; and Books were printed, |nd 
Documents, and ColUctions by a Master^s Handy^ We, who 
can spend {^ut a page or two 
ithe essential part. 

* Jung %Qik — yuly jrf, Prince at J^ng-Honriaii in chief command. 
' Besides Winterfeld, the Generals under him as Ziethen, Schmct 

* tau, Fouquet, Retsow, Colts, and two otheis wlio need not be of 

* our acquamuace. Iinpos»iblc to btay there, thinks the Prince, 

* thinks everybody; and they shUt to Neuschlos<(, westwanl thirty 
‘miles. July ist, Daun had crossed the Elbe (Daun let say for 
‘ brevity, though it is Daun and Karl, or even Karl ani Daun, Kad 

* being chief, and capable of saying so at times, thouQ^t Daun id 
‘ very splendeat since Kalin),—cro^A the Elbe above BrandcN; 
‘ Nadasti, with precursor Pandouts, now within an hour's marclt of 
‘ Jang-Bunriau ;-<-and it was time to ga 

‘ July At Nenschloss, which is thought a strong position, 

‘ key of tl^ localises there, and nearer Kn^trich too, the Prmcc 

* stayed not quite four days; shifted to Dohin (Jluhm rr/i) Lcipa, 

‘ July 7 r4i,~nther off from Leitmeritz, but a march lowatds Zittau, 
‘where the provisions are.® “A bad change/' said the Prince's 
‘friends aAerwards; “change advUed by Wmtcrfeld,—who never 
‘ mentioned that circumsUmce to lus Majesty, many a^ ho dul men- 
‘ tion, not in the best wayPrince gels to bohm Leipa July 7lh; 

‘ stays there, in questionable circumstances nine diys. 

‘ Bobm Leipa is still not above Unity miles na^‘ea>tward of the 
‘ Ring; and it is about the same dlsbince south-westwaul from Zittau, 
‘out ol which fine Town, paclt*; Hy cross-roads, the Jinnee gets his 
‘ provisions on this march. Froniteittau hitherward, as tar as tlie 
‘ little Town of Gabel, which lies abo^i^ialf way, there is broad High 
‘ Road, the great Southern Kaiscr-Sirassg: from Gabel, tor Bohm 
‘ Leipa, you have to cross sontb-westward by country roads; the 
‘ keys to wUch, especially^kibel, the Prince hks not failed to secure 

* by proper garrison parties. And so, for about a week, not quite 

* uncomfortably, he continues at Bohm Leipa; getting-in his convoys 
‘ from Zittau. Diligently scanning the Pondour stragglings and 
‘ sputtcrings round him, which are clearly on the increasing hand. 

‘ Diligently corrmooding with the King, meanwhile; who much 
‘ discourages unou^ipprehcnsion, or retreat movement till the last 
‘ pinch. ‘'Edgitij^ackwanl, and again backward, you come bounce 
‘ upon Berlin one day, and will then have to holt !*’—which is not 

Z/T/fVf ifiMgAani 4 s Dfmigrt Gftem; tU Afurtt de Mattrc; divi 

fu tifHX (Fruaefort et Aaksierdam, 177s U this is die Piiucc'^owu Sutement, 

Proof ill haud. By far the clearest Account h io LehtK {by his Soji', 

33V^I* See alio Preuts, d. $7*61, end evpecbilly i*. 407. 
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* pleasant to the Prince. mdisputsblj, the handout spurts on 

* film do become Pandour gushings, with r^lars also^noriceable: 

* it is certain the Austrians are out,—pretending first to mean the 

' l^ng and Leitmeritt; but knowing better, and meaning the Prince 
^ and Bohm Leipa all the while.—By waj of supplement, take t>«un^ 
positions in the interim: ^ 

Daun and Karl were at^^schemiu a6th June; 1st July, cross, 
the Ell)e, above B^deisp^adasti now within an march ca 

Jung*l>un2lau)i 7llr July (da^ while the Prince is flitting to Bbhxn 
Leipa], Daun is though Jung*Burulau to Miinchengriltx; tbtfice to 
Liebenau ; 14th, to Niemes, not above four miles from the Prince's 
rightmost outpost (rightmost or eastmost, which looks away from his 
Brother); wliile a couple of advanced parties, Beck and Maguire, 
hover on hLs flank Zittau<ward, and Nadasti (if be knew it) is pushing 
on to rear. 

* Thn^day \^k July^ six in the evening, at Bbhm Ldpa, 

' distinct cannon thunder is heard from north-east: Evidently Gabel 

* getting cannonaded, oiul our wagon convoy*’ (empty, going Zittau 

* for meal, General Puttkammer escorting) is in a dangerous state 1 ” 
' And by and by husas .‘parties of ours come in, with articulate news 

* to that bad e(rcct i Gabel under hot attack 0^regulars; Puttkam* 

^ mcr with his 3,000 vigorouUy defending, will expect to be relieved 

* within not many hours!” Here has the criris come. Crisis sure 

* enough ;—and the Prince, to meet it, summons that refuge of the 

* irresolute, a Council of War. 

'Winlerfeld, who is just come home in these moments, did not 
' attend;—not, till three next moming. Winlerfeld had gone to 

* bed; fairly ''tired dead,” with Jong marching and hurrying about. 

' To the poor Prince there ore three courses visible, ^urse jSrsf, 

* That of joining the King at Ldtmeritz. Gabel, Zittau lost in that 

' case; game given«up ;—recepM^^ely to be bad at Leitmeritz i 
' Course course ^pcdrich himself would at once have 

'gone upon, and been alren^ well ahead with,—That of instantly 
' taking measures for the relief of Puttkammer. Dispute Gabel to 

* the last; retreat, on loss of it, Parthian-like, to Zittau, by that 

* broad Hightvay, short and bro^, wholb distance hence thMT 
' miles. ''.Thirty miles,” say the multitude of Counsellors: ^Yes, 

' Init the first fifteen, to Gabel, is cross-road, hilly, diffiodt ; they 
‘ have us in flank!” Wc arc *5,000,” urges the Prince; fifteen 
' miles is not mu^ !” The Aing had its difficuMes: the-.^Pri&Oe 
' himself, it appears, faintly thought it feasible: *'^,000 we; ^,000 
' they; only fifteen miles, ” said he. But the I'^ety ctf CoiihaeUora: 

' Cross-roads,, defiles, flank-march, dai^erotts,’^taid ibef^ And so 
' the tAird course, which >va$ ij^comparably d>e w6f^ found ^vouf 
' in Council of itV^ar: That of leaving Gabel and Pnttkitnoer tb their 
’ fate; and of pfishing>oif for Zittau lefia-ards through the safe Hills, 

* by Kwjiinitz, Kr^wiU, Kumburg,—wbicii, !f the i^«r 5 ^, is by 
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* ft circttitcms, qnite parabolic coarse, twice or thrice ns far.*— 
^ In thft| manner let as save Zitti^n our Main Body!'’ sai<l ibc 
^ Cpancil of War. Yes, my friends; a cannon-ball, endeavouring to 

* get into ZUtaa from the townKUtch, would have to take a parabolic 

* courseuld> the cannon-ball would be speedy upon it, and not 

* have Hill roads to go by I This nobble para 1 >olic circuit of nafrow 

* steep roadSgZuay have its difficulties for an Army and its baggages f 
•Enough, the poev Frince adopted this worst third course; and even 

made no di^tch in getting into it; and;^t proved ruinous to ZiUait, 
and to mudi else, his own life partly fnetude^ k 

Thursday night, or Frid^ j A.Nf., that thfnl 
’ and incomparably worst course was adopted : Oabcl, Putlcammcr 
^ wtth his wagons, ensigns, kettledruias, all this has to surrender in 
' ft day: High Rood to Zittau, for the Austrians, is a smooth marcli, 

^ when they like to gather fully there, and sun. And in tlie nill», 

* with their jolts and precipitous windings, infested too by Pandours, 

* Uie poor Prussian Main Body, on ^ wide parabolic (^rcult, has a 

* time of it I Loses iu pontoons, loses most of it^ baggage; obliged 

* to set (ire, not to the Pandours, but to your own wagons, and ncccs- 

* saries ^army life; encam{>s on bleak heights; no fooil, not even 

* water; road quite lost, road to l)e redin^^^ered or invented ; Pan- 

* dours sputtering^n you out of every bush and hollow, ymr peasant 

* wagoners catting traces and gallop mg* oiT:—such arc the phenomena 

* of that inarch by circuit leftward, on the poor Prince’s part. March 

* began, soon after midnight, S<Uunfirjf ScUmcituu as vanguanl; 
» and’~ 

And, in fine, by Friday zzd, after not qdite a week of it, the 
Prince curving from northward (in parabolic course, less 
speedy than the cannon-ball's would have been) into sight of 
Zittau,—behold, there are the Austrians far and wide to left 
' of us, encamped Impregna&tc^hind the Neisse River there I 
They have got the Eckart’s which commands Zittau :— 
and how to get into Zittau ana our magarines, and how to 
subsist if we were in ? The poor Prince takes post on what 
Heights there are, ootfiis own side of the Neisse; looks wist¬ 
fully down upon Zittau, asking How ? 

About stroke of noon the Austrians, from their Eckarts- 
berg, do a thing which was much talked of. They open bat¬ 
tery of red-j{0t balls upon Zittau; kindle the roofs of it, 
A^le^roofs ibdry July; set Zittau all on blaze, the 10,000 
innocent soutn shrieking in vain to Heaven and Earth; and 
biiiore sunset, Zittau is ashes ^nd red-hot walls, not Zittau but 
h dinder-heap,—Prussian Garrison not hurt, nor Magarine as 
ygt; Garrison busy with backets, 1 should guess, but begin- 
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ning to find the air grow very hot. On the morrow moraing, 
Zittau is a smouldering cmder-heap, hotter aifo bot^tW to the 
Prfissian Garrison ; and does not exist as a City. 

One of the most inhuman actions ever heard of in War, 
shrieks universal Germany: asks itself what could have set a 
chivalrous Karl upon this ^evil.like procedure ? “ Protestants 
these poor Zittauers werej/ shone in commerce'; no such« 
weaving, industrying, inr/fil Teutschland elsewhere: Hah 1 
An eye-sorrow, thw', with th^ir commerce, their weavings and 
industryings, to Ai&trian Papists, who cannot weave or trade?" 
that was finally the guess of some persons wide of the nark, 
we may well Judge. Prince Xavier of Saxony, present in the 
Camp too. made no remonstrance, said others. Alas, my 
friends, what could Xavier probably avail, the foolish fellow, 
with only three regiments ?« Vnnee Karl, it was afterwards evi¬ 
dent, could have got Zittau unbumt; and could even have kept 
the Prussians out of Zittau altogether. Zittau surely would 
have been very useful to Prince Karl. But overnight (let us 
try to fancy it so), ^t knowing the Prussian possibilities, 
Prince Karl, screwed to the devilish point, had got his furnaces 
lighted, his red-hot balls ready; and so, hurried-on by his 
Pndc and by his other Devils, ^d—There are devilish things 
sometimes done in War. And whole cities are made ashes 
by them. For certain, here is a strange way of commencing 
your “ Deliverance of Saxony" 1 And Prince Karl carries, 
truly, a brand-mark from this confiagration, and will till all 
memory of him cease. As to Zittau, it rebuilt itself Zittau is 
ahve again; a strong stone citwSKf^ur day. On its new-built 
Townhouse stands again factre et male audire regium 
est. To do well, and be ill s^ken of, is the part qf kings’’^^ 
(amazingly true of them,—when they are not shams). 
tim^ for Hermhuth; preparing for i^s Christian Sabbath, 
under these omens near by 1 

The Prince of Prussia tells us, he ‘early next morning {Sa¬ 
turday 23d July) had his tents pitched which was but on un¬ 
availing procedure, with poor Zittau gone such a road. “ Bring 
us bread out of that ruined Zittau," ordered JhS Prince : hia 
Detachment returns ineffectual, "So hot, s^cannot march 
in." And tlm Garrison Colonel (one Dieiecke and five bat- 
tijtions are garrison} sends out word: "So hot. yn cannot 

^ A layuig Alojttada the Qrttk’e (Ftuurchi im t 
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Stand it” Stand it yet a very little ; and— 1 ” answers the 
Prince: laut Dt^ecke and bau^ots rannot, or at least can¬ 
not long enough ; and set to inarching out. In Atm order, I 
have no doubt, and with some modicum of bread : but the 
tumbling of certain burnt walls parted Colonel and men, fh a 
sad way. ^olonel himself, with the colours, with the honours 
^none irfbis people, it seems, thouj^^ they were scattered loose), 
was picked-i4p by an Austrian pi^y^and made prisoner. A 
miserable business, this of Zittauf I 

Neat evening, Sunday, after dark. Prince of Prussia strikes 
his tents again; roUs-offin a very unsuccinct condition; happily 
unchased, for he admits that chase would have been ruinous. 
Off towards Ldbau (wbat nights for Zinzendorf and Hermhuth, 
as such things tumble past them I); thence towards Bautzen; 
and arrives in the most lugubrioua^^rn condition ati^ Prussian 
General ever stood in. Reaches Bautzen on those terms ;— 
and is warned that his Brother will be there in a day or two. 

* m 

One may tiiicy Friedrich’s indignation, astonishment and 
grief, when he heard of that march towards Zutau through the 
Hills by a parabolic course; the issue of which is too guess- 
able by Friedrich. He himself instantly rises from Leitmeritz; 
starts, in fit divisions, by the Fnscopol, by the Elbe passes, for 
Pima ; and, leaving Moritz of Dessau with a 10,000 to secure 
the Passes about Pima, and Keith to come on with the Maga¬ 
zines, hastens across for Bautzen, to look into these advancing 
triumphant Austrians, these strange Prussian proceedings. On 
first bearing of that side-ffardL bis auguries had been bad 
enough but the event has ffi^^rpassed them. Zittau gone; 
the Army hurrying home, as if in flight, in that wrecked con¬ 
dition ; the door of Saxony, door of Silesia left wide open,— 
Daun has only to chooic ! Day by day, as Friedrich advanced 
to repair that mischief, the news of it have grown worse on 
him. Days pife otherwise in mere bad nows. The Russians 
in Memei, Preussen at their feel; Scubise's French and the 
Reichs Army Dushing-on for Erfurt, to ‘‘deliver Saxony,** on 
that western and from the French-English scene of ope¬ 
rations—In th^ sam^ bad days Royal Highness of Cumber¬ 
land has been doing a feat wo^th notice in the above connex¬ 
ion ! Read'ChiSf from an authenUc source : 

'I t« VmiMlaiM, ‘ UoAy, 9 ad July* (itcosd day ef tho muck from Leit- 
mwiu); <Sw 9 r$s, umL u *91 
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* ffasteniivi^ivi-zS/i July 1757. Royal Ilighnw, hitching bode 
and back, htul got to lluAlo, a strong place ot hia oa iht safe 

* siit of the Weser; and did at but, llanovtr itself being now sigh, 

^ call halt; and resolve to make a stand. July zti* (very day while 
the prince of Pru^ia came in sight ofZittau, with the Austrians hang- 
ing over it), * Royal liighness^look post in that favottrable vicinity of 

* Hameln; at perfect leisnre to ^lect hLs ground : and Uere sat'wait- 

‘ ing D'Eblr^es,—swamps foi^our right wing, and the Weser not far* 
‘ off; small Hamlet of Hosttf^begk in front, ^ a woody knoll fbr our 
< left {^totally inaetjr e for four days long; attempting nothing upon 

* U’Estrees and his mricatc shufflings, but looking idly noon ward to 

* the courses of (he sun, tilt D'Kstrecs should come up. Royal High- 
' ness ia much swollen into obesity, into ffabby torpor; a changed man 

* sinct.^ Fontc^oy times; shockingly inactive, they sny, in this post at 

* ]Iastcnl>cck. I>*Estrces loo, h ridiculously cautious, has manoeuvred 
' fifteen days in advancing al>out as many llritish miles.*’ D’Estrees 

* did at last^comc up (July %$tt\ nearly two to one of Royal High- 

* ness,—72,000 bome count him, but considerably anarchic in i>arts, 

* overwhelmed with Court Generals and Princes of the DIood, for one 

* itemand decides on attacking, next morning. D*£6ta^ duly 

* went lo rccimnoilre, Wt unluckily ‘^hml mist si^dcnly falling.”— 
i i* Well; wc must attack, all tlic same!” 

* Aiul so, Jtfhy Tuewlay, there ensued a Baitle oj I/asUn^ 

* : the absurdcsl llattle in the world ; and which ought, in fsir- 
' ness, to have been lust by though Royal Highness alone hod 

* the ill luck. Both Captains behaved very poorly; aud each of them 

* had a sulultem who behaved well. H’Fstrces, with his 70,000 

* Zfcys/i.i 40,000 posltnl there, ktiows nothing of Royal Highness’s pori- 

* lion; sees only Royal Highness's left wing on that woody Height; 

* and after lumrs of preliminary cannonading, sends out General Che- 

* vert upon that. Chevert, his subiU^' (a bit of rif^t soldier-stuff, 

the Chevert nhom we knew at old Rclleisle times), ^goes 

* upon it like fury; whom th^Mrunswick Grenadiers resist in like 
^ humour, hotter and hotter. Some hard fighting there, on Royal 
‘ lUghncsb’s left 5 Chevert very fiery, Grenarliers very obstinate; till, 

^ on the centre, westward, in Royal Highness's chief batteiy there, 

‘ some spark ^went the wrong way, and a powder-wagon shot itself 
^ aloft with hideous bla/e and roar; and in the confusion, the Frendt 
‘ nibhed-in, ami the battery was lost Which discouraged the Gnmi- 
«dters; so that Chevert made some progress upon &em, on their 

* woody Height, and b^an to have confident hope. 

* Had Chevert known, or had D’Estr^es knov^ Shm was, close 

* behind said Height, a Hollow, through whiclX^ese Grenadiers 

* might have been taken in rear. Dangerous Hollow, mu^ Oi^tectad 

* by Royal Higlnjess, who ha.s only General Breitenbach with a weak 

* l^rty there, liis Bieiteobach, happening to have a bead of hU 

* owt:, and findir^ nothing to do in that Hollow or tb righlwtMd, 
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' bursts-Out, Ms own accord, on Cbevcrt^s left flank ; cannonading, 

* voli<7ing, horse-charging ;—the soiAd of which (“ Hah, French 
‘ there loot*’) struck a damp thixwgh Rojal Highness, who instantly 
^ ordered retreat, and took the road. What singular ill-luck that 
'sound of Hrcitcul^acli to Royal Highness I For observe, 

* of Brci ten bach,—which was, to recover the lost battery (gallant 
, * young PrAce of Brunswick, He*piitary Prince,*' or Duke that is 

* to be, striking-in upon it with bayonct-cbaige at the right moment). 

* -^Tnadc D'Estrees too order retreat j ‘^^tilelost,” thinks D'f'ALreC'*; 

* —and with good cause, had Brestenhach been^pporled at all. But 

* no subaltern dunt; and Royal Highness himself was not overtake- 

* able, so far on the road. Royal Highness wept on hearing; the 

* Brunswick Grenadiers too are smd to have we])t (for ragej; and 

* probably Dreitenbach and the llereditaiy }*rincc.’^ 

Tills is the last of Royal Highness’s exploits in Wan The retreat 
had been ordered Hanover;” but the baggage by mistake took 
the road for Mindcn; and Royal I^ghncs^ followed tAther,—much 
the same what road he or it takes. Friedrich might still hope he 
would retreat on Magdeburg; 40,000 good soidieis might And a 
Captoin there, and be valuable against a D'Estrees and Soubise in 
those parts. Bat no; it was through Bremen Country, to Stacie, 
into the Sea, that Royal Highness by ill luck, retreated! lie has 
still one great vexation to give Friedrich,—to us almost a comfort, 
knowing what followed out of it;—and will have to be mentioned 
one other time in this History, and then go over our horuon alto¬ 
gether. 

Whether Friedrich had heard of Hastcnbeck the day his 
Brother and be met (July 29th, at Bautsen), I do not know: 
but it is likely enough he may have got the news that very 
tnomlng; wUch was n^ calculated to increase one’s good 
humour 1 His meeting with %e Prince is royal, not fraternal, 
as all men have heard, Let us\ivc, with brevity, from Schmet- 
tau Junior, the exact features of it; and leave the candid reader, 
who has formed to himself some notion of kingship and its 
sorrows and stern Auditions (having perhaps him self some¬ 
thing of kingly, in a small potential way), to interpret the 
matter, and make what he can of it: 

^£autun, %gtA yuly 1757- The King with reinforcement is coin- 
«iug hither,#&OKn the Dresden side; to take-up the rein^ of this 

* dUheveUed Anny; to with it against the Austrians, and, 

* if humanly p^ble, lock the doors of Silesia and Saxony ^in, and 

* ebase the intruders away. Prince of Prussia and the other Generals 

* have notice, the night Moxti 4 a.u. tomorrow (ayth), wait his 

ts Uauvinon, L sot; Aaoaymous of BaiabuiT, i. se6 (who gives a PUo ud all 
minner of detaiU, if needed by asybody); Kauskri &c. &e. 



i 86 Sf.VEN-YEARS WAR RISES. BookXV^L 

• * 5 QSh July 2rs7« 

* Mftjesty.’' Prince and Ge&ends accordinglT^i a}^ tbere but Golts 

* and Winterfeld; they not^ w0ch U noted* * 

®For above an hour, no King; Prince uivl General^ ride forward: 

* —"there is the King coming; Prince llcnii^ Duke FcrdmarKi Bnins* 

* wicl; and others in his tmin* King noticing them, at aliout 300 paces 
‘ distance, drew biidlc; Prince0>f Prussia dwi the like, train and he 

* saluting wUli their huts, as Old the traiu in returKi King did 

‘ not salute -on the contrary, 11 c tuni^ lu« horse round and dis- 

* mounted, as did evcwUxly ¥lse,on such signal. King lay down on 

* ine ground, as if wai^ng the arrivai of hh yanguanl; and bode Win* 
' terfeld and Golta sit'by him*’ Poor Prince of Prussia, and battered 
heavy hulen Generals I ' After a minute or two, Golu came over and 

* \s hi^pered to the Prince. ^‘Hither, mftntllertrH^ all of you; a message 
from his Majesty V* cried the Prince. Whereupon, to Generals and 

* Prince, Goltr deli voted, in cr|uable ofljciat tone, these aflecting words: 
Ilh Majesty commands me to inform your Koyal Highness, That 
he has c.iu^e to be greatly disT^sitcnted with you; that you deserve 

** to have a Couit«martial held over you, which would sentence you 
and all your GcnciaK to dvatli; but that his Majesty will not carry 
the matter so far, being unable ti» foigct that in the Chief General he 
“ has a Brother r”’* ^ 

The Prince unswcred> He wanted only a Court-martial; 
and the like, m stiff tone. Here is the Letter he writes next 
day to his Brother, with the Answer: 

Prince of Prussia to the fCing* 

* llAUtKB, 30dl July 2757. 

* My dear Brother, —The Letters you have written me, and the 
' reception 1 yesterday met with, are sufficient proof that, in your 
‘ opinion, I have ruined ray honour a nd rep utation. This grieves, but 

* it does not crush me, as in my own^tfRml 1 am not conscious of the 
^ least reproach. 1 am perfectly ^ivinced that I did not act 

' price: I did not follow the coumels of people incapable of giving 
^ good ones; I have done what 1 thought to be suitablest for the Anny. 

^ All your Generah will do me that juMice. * 

‘ Preckon it useless to beg of you to hare i/Ty conduct investigated: 
^ this would be a Cavoixt you woidd do me; so I cannot expect it. My 
^ health ha'> been weakenod hy these &tigaes, still mqrt by these 

* chagrins. 1 have gone lo lo<1ge in the Town, to recruit myselt 

have request^ the iHikc of Bevem to present the Army Re* 

* polls; he can give you explanation of evcrythii^. BU assure^ my 

* dear B; other, that in spite of tlte misfortunes whichever whelm mes 

* and which I have not deserved, 1 shall never cease to be atbiriied 

* to the State; and as a {aithful member of the same, my joy will be 

* perfect when I lenm the happy issue of your Enterprises. I hove 
‘ honour to be,’—Aoouar Wilwei-m." 

SchmeUAU, pp. 3 S 4 « 3 . ** MmM 4e 4faUrf, p. tf. 
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^ JCin^s Answer^ the samt day. 

* ^amp near BatsUen, ^otK July tjci- 

* My DEAA BroTUUR,—^Y our bad guidance ha& greatly deranged 
‘ my alSurs. It is not tlie Enemy, it is your ill-judged measures that 

* have done me all this mischief. M^Geucrals are ioexcusabJo^^dihcr 
^ for adviaiiw you so iH, or in [>enDitting you to follow resolutions so 

* uawUe. *YOur cars are accustomed to listen to the talk of flatterers 

* only. Daun has not flattered you;—l^liold the consequences. In 

* this sad situation, nothing is left for me but tiking the last extremity. 

< I must go and give battle; and if we cannot ^uquer^ we mast all of 

* ns have ourselves killed. 

* I do not complain of your heart; but I do of your incapacity, of 
' ytmr want of judgment in not choosing better methods. A man who’ 
(tike me; mark the phrase, from such a quarter I) * luis but a few days 

* to live need not dissemble. I wish you better fortune than mine has 

* been; and that all the miseries and bad otlventures you have had 
' may teach you to treat important ffings with more of care, more of 

* sense, and more of resolution. The greater part of the misfortunes 

* which I now see to W near comes only from you. You and your 

* Children will be more overwlteline<l by th^nn than I. Be persuaded 

* nevertheless that 1 have always loved you, and that with these senti- 

* xnents I shall die.—F riepricii.'** 

As the King went off to the Heights of Weissenberg, Zit- 
tail way, to encamp there against the Austrians, that same 
evening, the Prince did not answer this Letter,—except by 
asking verbally through Lieutenant^Colonel Lentulus (a mute 
Swiss figure, much about the King, who often turns^up in 
these Histories), for leave to return to Dresden by the first 
escort."—** Depends on himself;—an escort is going this night 1 " 
answered Friedrich. AnJf ti*o^Prince went accordingly; and, 
by two stages, got into Dres(^ with his escort on the mor¬ 
row. And had, not yet conscious of it, quitted the Field of 
War altogether; and was soon about to quit the world, and 
die, poor Prince. I^ed within a year, lath June 175^, at 
Oranienbttig, beside his Family, where he had latterly becn.^^ 
—Wintetfi^ was already gon^ six months before him; Goltz 
went, not long after him; the other Zittau Generals aJl sur¬ 
vived this War. 

The poo^^ince's fete, as natural, was much pitied ; and 
Friedrich, to tms day, is growled at for inhuman treatment" 
a«d 40 on. Into which question we do not enter, except to 
say that Friedrich too had his sorrows ; and that probably 

^ ifMrt p. u. ** Pfvufts, u. Cg (ib. 7 S). 
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his concluding words, with these sentiments I shall die,” were 
perfectly true. Afain di Muttrt went widely abfroad over the 
world. The poor Prince's words and procedures were eagerly 
caught*up by a scrutinising public,—and some of the former 
were not too guarded. At JDrcsden, he said, one morning, 
calling on a General Finck whom wc shall hear of again: 
Four such disagreeing, thin-skinned, high-pacing’(«tftff«^^/, ^ 
piquirte) General^ as Fouquet, Schmettau, Winterfeld and 
Gohs. about you, .vhat was to be done f* said the Prince to 
Finck.24 ^ 

His Wife, when at last he came to Oranienburg, nursed 
him fondly; that is one comfortable fact. Prince Henri, to 
the last, had privately a grudge of peculiar intensity, on this 
score, against all the peccant parties. King not excepted. As 
indeed he was apt to have, c * various scores, the jealous, too 
vehement little man. 

Friedrich's humour at this time I can guess to have been 
woll-nigh desperate. Ho talks once of a horse, on too much 
■'provocation, getting the bit between its te^h; regardless 
thenceforth of chasms and precipices —though he him¬ 

self never carries it to that length; and always has a watch¬ 
ful eye, when at his swiftest! From Weissenberg, that night, 
he drives-in the Pandours on Zittau and the Eckartsberg; but 
the Austrians don't come out. And, for three weeks, in this 
fierce necessity of being speedy, he ewnot get one right stroke 
at the Austrians; who sit inexpugnable upon their Eckart's 
Hill, bristling with cannon; and can in no way be manceuvred 
down, or forced or enticed iiyKT^ttle. A baffling, bitterly 
impatient three weekstwo^ them, the worst two, he spends 
at Weissenberg itself, chasing Pandours, and scuffling on the 
surface, till Keith and the Magazine-train come up;-*-even 
wriHng Verses now and then, when theihours get unendurable 
otherwise 1 

The instam Keith and the Magazines are come, he starts 
for Bemstadt; 56,000 strong after this junc&oii :---and % 
Prussian Officer, dating * Bemst^teV (Bemstadt on the now 
Maps), '21st August 1757,’ sends us this account; wluch 
also is but of preliminary nature: 

Majesty left WcUsenbeig, and marched hither, much 
* to the enemy's astonishment, who had bin perfectly quiet for a fart- 

^ PrSuv, \i. 790.: Me lb. 9 %, 

* iMtot to wuhdmias, * Lmy, sod Joly* (died ahm). 
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* oight piAt, fancying they were a mastiff on tlic door-»U of Silesia*. 

* little thfeking to be irampled-^ofl in tfts unceremonious way! General 

* Beck, when our hussars of the vauguaid made appearance, had to 
‘ saddtn and ride as for life, leaving every rag of l>aggaj;c, and forty 

* offais Pandours captive. Oor hussars aiuck to him, chasing him into 

* Ostrita, where they surprised Cental Na<lasti at dinner; and did a 
^ still bett^ stroke Ebusiness: Nadasti himself could scaLrccly leap uu 
'horseback and get off; left all his hcld*equipage, coaches, horses, 
' kitchen’atensils, ilunkies seventy two^ in number,—and, what uas 
' worst of all, a secret box, in which were fouc^ certain X>reMlen Cor- 
' respondences of a highly treasonous character,^ which now the writers 
' there may quake to tliink of;—if Fric^lrich, or wc, could take much 
notice of them, in this press of hurries 

Next day, August i6th, Friedrich detached ffvc battaHons 
to Gdrlits;—Prince Karl (be calls it Daun) still camping on 
the Echartsbergand himsei^ about 4 p.m., wkh the main 
Army,^marched up to those Austrians on tbeir Hill, to sec if 
they would fight.*^ No, they wouldn't: they merely hustled 
themselves round so as to face him ; face him, and even flank 
him with caafion-batteries if he came too near. Steep ground, 

' precipitous front of rocks,* in some places. ' A hollow bc^ 
' fore their front; Village of Wittgenau there, and three roads 
' through it, one of them with width fur wheelsDaun sitting 
inaccessible, in short. Next day, Winterfcld, with a detached 
Division, crossed the Neissc, tried Nadasti: ''Attack Nadasti, 
on his woody knoU at Hirschfeld yonder; they will have to 
rise and save him 1 *' In vain, that too; they let Nadasti take 
his own luck: for four days (i6lh*3oth August) everything 
was tried, in vain, ^ ^ 

No Battle to be had fronty^thesc Austrians. And it would 
have been so infinitely coDvenicot to us: Reiehs Army and 
Soubise's French are now in the actual precincts of Erfdrt 
(August 35th, Soubise took quarter there): Royal Highness 
at Cumberland is staggering back into the Sea; Richelieu's 
French (got D*Estr^s's any more, D’Estrtfes being super¬ 
seded in this strange way) are aiming, it is thought, towards 
Magdeburg had they once done with Royal Highness; Swedes 
are getting ^Id of Pommem; Russians, in huge force, of 
Feeussen: h w comfortable to have bad our Austrians finished 
Wore going upou the ethers! For four days more (August 
aotb-34lh), Friedrich arranges his Army for watching the 
Austrians, and guarding SilesiaBevcm and Winterfcld to 

W N. OCttprn dt iv. 137. 
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take command in his absence :«--*and, August 35tl^ has to 
march, with a small Division, which, at Dresden, he will in¬ 
crease by Moritz's, now needless in the Pima Coun^; to- 
Thiiringcn; to look into Soubise and the Reicbs Army, 
as a thing that absolutely cannot wait. Arrives in Dresden 
Monday August 29th; and—Or let the old Newspaper report 
it, with the features of 

^ DrcstUny i^k 1757,^11)15 day, about noon, his Majesty, 

^ with a part of his AxLiy from the Upper LausiU^ arriv^ at the Neu- 
^ starll here. Though the kitchen had been appointed to be set up at 
‘ what they call The Ikims (Die Sr/h*uncn\ his Majesty was pleased to 

* Mf^ht in K<»mg>bruck Street, at the sew House of BriihVs Cham* 

* hcrlain, Ilnller; and there passed the night. Tuesday evening joth, 

* his Maic^ty the King, with his Lifeguards of Horse and of Foot, also 

* with the GemS'dArmes and ‘^r Battalions, marched through the 

* City, about a mile out on the Freibeig road, and look qdauler in 
^ Klein liamberg. The 31st, all the Army followed,'<-<<a poor 13,000, 
Moritz and he, that was all !*—‘the King*s field-equipage, which had 
‘been taken fiom the Ihuhl Palace aud packed in ^twelve wagons, 

‘ went with ihem.'^ ^ 


CHAPTER VI. 


DEATH OF WINTERFELD. 


Before going upon this forlorn march of FriedrieVs, one 
of the forlornest a son of Adam ever had, we must speak of a 
thing which befell to rcanvaid, while the march was only half- 
done, and which greatly influenced it and all that followed. 
It was the seventh day of Friedriy h'amarch, not above eighty 
miles of it yet done, when Winj^rfcld perished in fight. No 
Winterfeld now to occupy the Austrians in his absence; to 
stand between Silesia and them, or assist him farther in bis 
lonesome struggle against the world. Let us spend a moment 
on the exit of that brave man: Bernstaat, Gfirlitz Country, 
September yth, 1757. 

'The Bevem Army, 36,000 strong, is still there in its 
place in the Lausitz, near Gorlitz; Prince Karl lies quiet in 
his near Zittau, ever since he burnt that Town^/ and stood 
four days in arms unaltackablc by Friedrich ^ h prospect of 
advantage. The Court of Vienna cannot comprehend this 
state of inactivity: ** Two to one, and a mere Bevern against 
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you, the Kingjfar away in Saxony upon his desperate Anti- 
French mission there: why not go-in upon this Bevern ? .The 
French, whom we are by every courier passionately impor¬ 
tuning to sweep Saxony clear, what will they say of this stjange 
mode of sweeping Silesia clearMaria Theresa and her 
Kriegs-Hofrath are much exercised with these thoughts, and 
' with French and other remonstrances that come. Maria The¬ 
resa and her Kriegs-Hofrath at V:ngth di^uatch their supreme 
Kaunltr, Graf Kaunitz in person, to stir-L.j Prince Karl, and 
look into the matter with his own wise eyes and great heart. 
Prince Karl, by way of treat to this high gentleman, deter¬ 
mines on doing something striking upon Bevern. 

Bevern lies with his main body about Gbrlitr, in and to 
westward of Gdrlitz, a pleasant Town on the left bank of the 
Neisse (readers know there are fJffr Ncisscs, and which of them 
this is), with fine hilly country all round, bulky solitary Heights 
and Mountains rising out of fruitful plains,—two Hochkirchs 
{Hi^h-Kirks), for example, arc in ibis region, one of which will 
become extredlcly notable next year:—Bevern has a strong 
camp leaning on the due Heights here, with Gorlitz in its lap; 
and beyond Gorlitz, on the right bank of the Neisse, united to 
him by a Bridge, he has placed Winlcrfeld with 10,000, who 
lies with his back to Gdrlitz, proper brooks and fcncible places 
flanking him, has a Dorf {Thorp) called Moys in his lap; and, 
some short furlong beyond Moys, a a,000 of his grenadiers 
planted on the top of a Hill called the Moysberg, called also 
the Holzberg ( If 'oodhiU)jind Jakclsberg, of which the reader 
is to take notice. Fine outf^st, with proper batteries atop, 
with hussar squadrons and hussar pickets sprinkled about; 
which commands a far outlook towards Silesia, and in march¬ 
ing thither, or in continuing here, is useful to have in hand,— 
were it not a little to 3 distant from the main body. It is' this 
Jakehberg, capable of being snatched if one is sudden enough, 
that Prince iCarl ifccides on :* it may be good for much or for 
little to Prince Karl; and, if even for nothing, it will be a bril¬ 
liant a/TrontflMpon Winterfeld and Bevern, and more or less 
channing to KJ^unitz. 

Winterfeld, the ardent enterprising man. King's other self, 
ii thou^t to be the mainspring of affairs here (small thanks 
tu him privately from Bevern, add some): and is stationed m 

^ plan, p. 
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tUc extreme van, as wc see; Wmtcrfold is tnya^cd in many 
things besides the care of iRls post; and indeed whose a criti¬ 
cal thing is to be done, we can imagine Winterfeld goes upon 
it. “We must try to slay here till the King has hnisbed in 
Saxnny V' says Winterfeld always. To which Bevcm replies, 
“Excellent, truly; but how?'* Uevern lias his pcovender at 
Dresden, sadly Ur off; has to hold BauUen garrisoned, and 
gets much trouble with biS convoys. Better in Silesia, with 
our magazines at Irand, thinks Bevem, less mindful of other 
considerations. 

Tuesday September 6th, Prince Karl sends Nadasti to the 
right bank of the River, forward upon Moys. to do the J&kels- 
berg before day tomorrow: only some s.ooo grenadiers on it; 
Nadasti has with him 15,000, some count ao.ooo of all arms, 
artillery in'plenty; surely s«.1icient for the Jakclsberg; and 
Daun advances, with the main body, on the other side of the 
River, to be within reach, should Moys lead to more serious 
consequences. Nadasti diligently marches all day; posts him¬ 
self at night within few miles of Moys; gets hii cannon to the 
proper Hills \Gallows Hill and others), hts Croats to the pro- 
per Woods ; and, before daylight on the morrow, means to be¬ 
gin upon the Moys Hill and its a,coo grenadiers. 

Wednesday morning, at the set hour, Nadasti, with artil¬ 
lery bursting-out and quivering battle-lines, is at work accord¬ 
ingly; hurls-up 1,000 Croats for one item, and regulars to the 
amount of 'forty companies m three lines.’ The grenadiers, 
somewhat astonished, for the mor^ng was misty and their 
hussar-posts had come hastily^, stood upon their guard, like 
Prussian men; hurled back tbwi.ooo Croats fast enough; stub¬ 
bornly repulsed the regulars too, and tumbled them down hill 
with bullet-storm for accompaniment; gallantly foiling this first 
attefbpt of Kadasti's. Of course Nadasti will make another, 
will make ever others: capture of the Jakelsberg can hardly be 
doubtful to Nadasti 

Winterfeld vras not at Moys, he was at Gdrlitz, just gdt in 
from escorting kn important mcal<onvoy hithei^ out of Baut¬ 
zen ; and was in conference with Bevera, when^mour of these 
Croat attacks came in at the gallop fi-om Moys. Winterfeld 
mad« little of the rumours: he had heard of some attack in- 
.tended, but it wgs to have been overnight, and has not been. 
** 1 dcre foraging ot Croat rabble, tike yesterday's f said Winter* 
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and contiftied his present bu%ne8s. In few minutes the 
sound of heavy cannonading convinced him. “ Haha, tiftre 
are my guests," said be; *' we must see if we cannot entertain 
them right F' sprang to horseback, ordered on, double'qwck, 
the three regiments nearest him, ftid was off at the gallop,— 
^too late; o^ alas, too earfy we might rather say I Arriving at 
gallop, Winterfcid found bis gr^tadiers and their insuffi¬ 
cient rei:^orcements rolling badt. the Hi'l lost; Winterfeld 
* sprang to a fresh horse,' shot his lightning glances and cnei- 
gtes to this hand and that; stonnfully rallied the matter, re¬ 
covered the Hill; and stormfuUy defended it. for, I should 
guess, an hour or more ; and might still have done one knows 
not what, had not a bullet struck him through the breast, and 
suddenly ended all his doings ii^his world. , 

Three other reasons the Prussians give for loss of their 
Hill, which are of no consequence to them or to us in compari¬ 
son. First, that fievem, on message after message, sent no 
reinforcement ^hat Winterfcid was left to his own 10,000, and 
what he and they could make of it. Bevem is jealous ofWin- 
terfeld, bint they, and wjlling to see his impetuous audacity 
checked. Perhaps only cautious of getting into a general ac¬ 
tion for what was intrinsically nothing ? Second, that two 
regiments of Infantry, whom Winterfeld detached double-quick 
to seize a couple of villages (Leopoldshayn, Hermsdorf) on his 
right, and therefrom fusillade Nadasti on flank, found the vil¬ 
lages already occupied by thousands of Croats, with regular 
foot and cannon-battcricSf and could in no wise seize them. 
This was a great reverse of ad antage. Third, that an Aidc- 
de-Camp made a small misnomer, misreport of one word, which 
was terribly important: "Bring me hither Regiment Manteuffel 1 ” 
'^^lntafeld had orderq^. TheAide-de-Camp reported it "Gi^na- 
diers Manteuffel;" upon which, the grenadiers, who were posted 
in a wailld garden, an important point to Winterfeld's right, 
came instanuy to order; and Austrians instantly nished-in to 
the vacant post, and galled Winterfeld’s other flank by their 
ere.1 • 

Enough, Wihterfeld lay bleeding to death, the Hill was lost, 
Prussians drawing-off slowly and back-foremost, about two in 
thq afternoon; upon which the Austrians also drew-off, leaving 

> Almadi^ Aceam In Saylutli, S. x6*-t83: H*Ut»^ttehkhia 
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only a «T\all party on the ^ilh who voluntarilji quitted it next 
znoming. Next mornings likewise, Winterfeld had aied. The 
Hill was, except as bravado, and by way of comfort to Kaunitz, 
noUpng for the Austrians ; but the death of Winterfeld, which 
had come by chance to them m the business, was probably a 
great tb*’ig Better than two pitched battles gamcdl who shall 
say? He was a shining figure, this Winterfeld; dangerous 
the Austrians The most shihing figure in the Prussian Army, 
except its Chief; aVid bad gieai thoughts in Ins bead. ^ russia 
is not skilful to celebrate her Heroes,—the Prussian Muse of 
History, choked with dry military pipeclay, or with husky cob* 
webbery and academic pedantry, how ran she ?—but if Prussia 
can produce heroes worth celebrating, that is the one important 
point. Apqrt from soldiership, and the outward features which 
are widely different, there is traceable in Winterfeld some kin¬ 
ship in soul to English Chatham hi^ Cc temporary; though he 
has not had the fame of Chatham. 

Winterfeld was by no means universally Ijkcd; as what 
brave man is or can be ? Too susceptible to flattery; too this, 
loo that. He is, one fcUb always, except Friedrich only, the 
most shining figure m the Prussian Army; and it was not un¬ 
natural he shoi^M )»: Fnedrich s one fnend,—as seems to have 
been the case. *^ricdn^h, when this JobVmessage read. J him 
(in Erfiiri Courtry, ciAit days hence), was deeply affected by 
it. To tears, or beyond I'^rs, as we fancy. ‘'Against my 
multitude of enemies I may contrive resources" he was heard 
to say; “but I shall find no V^interfdd againT Adieu, my one 
friend, real Peer, sole companjpn to my ’onely pilgrimage m 
these perilous high regions. 

‘ The Prince of Prussia, contrariwise* (says a miserable little Note, 
whieijmust not be withbeld), 'brightened aj^at the news: I shall 
now die mud) moie content, knowing that there is one so had and 
“ dangerous man fewer in l}*e Army]’’ And, six months after, in his 
' actual death-moments he e.\c]aimed: “1 end my life, tl«e last period 
“ of which has cost me so much ssonow; hut Winterfeld is be who 
“ shortened my days 1 ” ’^Very bitter Opposition humours circulating, 
in their fashion, there as elsewhere m tlib world I ^ 

Bevern, the millstone of W^interfcld being off his neck, has 
become a more responsible, though he feels himself a much- 
delivered man. Had not liked Winterfeld, they say; or had 

t PraoMt ii ^; ddag lUtaow. 
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even hate 4 him, since those bad Ziflau times. Can now, at any 
rate, make for Schlesien and the meal-magazines, when he sees 
good, ^e wiil find meal readier there; may fac find q^her 
things corresponding! Nobody gow to keep him painfully 
znanmuvrin^ in these parts ; with the King's Army nearer to 
Aimi but meal not. 

On the third day after (Scptfmbbr roth), Bevcrn, having 
finisllcd packing, took the road for Schlesien ; Daun and Karl 
attending him; nothing left of Oaun and Karl in those Saxon 
Countries,—except, at Stolpcn, out Ore&den-wards, some Re¬ 
serve-post or Rear-guard of ij.ooo, should we chance to hear 
of that again. And from the end of September onwards, Se¬ 
vern's star, once somewhat bright at Rcichenberg, shot rapidly 
downwards, under the horizon ihogether; and th^e came, 
post after post, such news out of Schlesien,—to say nothing of 
that Stolpen Party,—as Friedrich bad never heard before. 


CHAPTER VII. 

FRIEDRICH IN THURINGEN, HIS WORLD OH ENEMIES ALL COME. 

The Soubise-Htldbargbausen people had got rendezvoused 
at Erfurt about August 25th; 50,000 by account, and no 
enemy within 200 miles of them ; and in the Versailles circles 
it had been expected they would proceed to the ** Deliverance 
of Saxony" straightway. What is to hinder?—Friedrich, hag¬ 
gling with the Austrians at 43 crnstadt, could muster but a poor 
23,000, when he did march towards Erfurt. In those same 
neighbourhoods, within reach of Soubise, is the Richelieu, late 
D'Estrfes, Army; elated with Hastenbcck, comfortably push¬ 
ing Royal Highness of Cumberland, who makes no resistance, 
step by step, into the ; victoriously plundering, fiir and 
wide, in those countries, Hanover itself the Headquarter. In 
the Versailles^ circles, it is farther expected that Richelieu, 
•’ Conqueror of Minorca,” will shortly besiege and conquer 
Magdeburg, aift so crown his glories. Why not; were the 
“ Deliverance of Saxony”, complete ? 

The whole of which tumed-out greatly otherwise, and to the 
sad disjqppointment of Versailles. The Conqueror of Minorca is 
probably aware that the conquering of Magdeburg, against one 
whos6 platforms are not rot^ and who does net * lie always 
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in bis bed/ as poor oM Bldeeney did, will be a very different 
matter. And the private truth is, Marshal de Rich^ai never 
turned his thoughts upon Magdeburg at all, nor upon any point 
of war that bad difficulties, ^ut solely upon collecting plunder 
for himself in those Countries. One of the most magnificent 
marauders on record; in no danger, he, of becoming monitory., 
and a pendulum, like the- f,c^o that already swing in that car, 
pacity to rear of him I And he did manage, in this Campaign, 
which was the last of his military services, so as to pay-ofT at 
Paris ‘ above 50,000/. of debts ; and to build for himsdf a 
‘ beautiful Garden Mansion there, which the mocking popula- 
' tions called " Hanover Pavilion {Pavilion SHanovn )’ a 
name still sticking to it, I beli^eve.^ Of the Richelieu Cam¬ 
paign we arc happily deliverrri from saying almost anything : 
and the main interest for us turns now on that Soubise-Hild- 
burghausen wing of it,—which also is a sufficiently contempt¬ 
ible affair; not to be spoken of beyond the strictly unavoid¬ 
able. 

Friedrich, with his 23,000 setting-out from Dresden Au¬ 
gust 30th, has a march of about 170 miles towards Erfurt. 
He may expect to find,—counting Richelieu, if Royal High¬ 
ness of Cumberland persist in acting sero as hitherto,—a con¬ 
fused mass of about 150,000 Enemies, of one sort and other, 
waiting him ahead ; not to think df those be has just left be¬ 
hind ;—and be cannot well be in a triumphant humour I Be¬ 
hind, before, around, it is one gathering of Enemies: one 
point only certain, that he must beat them, or else die. Readers 
would fain follow him in this forlorn march; him, the one 
point of interest now in it: and .readers shall, if we can man- 
aga, though it is extremely difficult. For, on getting to Erfiirt, 
hp finds his Soubise-Hildbuigbausen Army off oti retreat 
among the inaccessible Hills ^ill farther westward; and has 
to linger painfully there, and to detach, and even to march 
personally against other Enemies; and then, these finished, to 
march back towards his Erfurt ones, who are *«kmg heart in 
the interim:—and, in shprt, from Scptember-ist to November 
5(h, there two months of confused manoeuvring and march¬ 
ing to and fro in that West-Saxon region, which are very in¬ 
tricate to readers. November 5 th is a day unforgettable : but 

' Bulsioi', ii. 156, STi. 
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Aaterior to tlUti what can we do? Here, dated, are the Three 
grand Ejiochs of the thing ; whith readers had better fiK in 
mind as a preliminary : 

1^ ^tpUmber 13M, Friedrich has got to Erfurt neigl^^our- 
hood; but Soubise and Companyaare off westward to the Hills 
of Etsenaoh, won't come down; Friedrich obliged to linger 
* thereabouts, painfully waiting almost a month, till 

October iitA, bearing that ^*15,000 Austrians" (that 
Stolpen Party, left as rearguard at Stolpen; Croats mainly, 
under a General Haddick) are on march for Berlin, he rises 
in haste thitberaard, through Liepzig, Torgau, say 100 miles; 
hears that Haddick Aar been in Berlin (idth-iyth October) 
for one day, and that he is off again full speed, with a ransom 
of 30,000/., which they have had to pay him: upon which 
Friedrich calU«baH in the Tor^u country;—and tvould have 
been uncertain what to do, had not 

3^ Soubise and Company, extremely elated with this Had¬ 
dick Feat, come out from their Hills, intent to deliver Saxony 
I after all St^bat Friedrich has to turn back (October 26th- 
i3otb) through Leipzig again; towards,—in fact towards Xoss^ 
boch and November in bis old Saale Country, which does 
not prove so wearisome as formerly I 

These are the'cardinal dates ; these let the reader recur 
to, if necessary, and keep steadily in mind: it will then per¬ 
haps be possible to intercalate, in a manner intelligible to him, 
what other lucent phenomena there are; and these dismal 
wanderings, and miseral^Iest two' months of Friedrich's life, 
will not be wholly a provoking blotcii of enigmatic darkness, 
but in some sort a thing with features in the twilight of the 
Past. 

* 

I. friedricKs March to Erfurt from Dresden (31st* 
August—13th September 1757). 

The maith to Erfurt was of twdve days, and without ad¬ 
venture to speak of. Mayer and Free-Battalion bad the van¬ 
guard, FriedJich there as usual; main body, under Keith with 
Ferdinand and Moritz, following in. several columns : straight 
towards their goal; with steady dispatch ; for twelve days ;— 
veathw often very wet.^ Seidlitz, with cavalry, had gone 

* TwiwIboC i. ttg i RadMbedc, i. ,17 (not correct) : itt WMtphtkn (it »o 

fc.) s potonaX Diity of this Hatih, am ci wbut loUowod o& Duko ForcUaud'i 
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ahead, in search of one Torpin, a mighty hunger and Hussar 
amQng the French, who w%s threatening Leipzig, threatening 
Halle : but Turpin made-off at sound of him, mthout trying 
fight; so that Seidlitz had only to halt, and rejoin, hoping 
better luck another time. , 

A march altogether of the common type,~~thefStages of it 
not worth marking except for special readers and of me-^ 
morable to us offers only'thi^ if even this: at Rdtha, in Ldp^ 
zig Country, the eighth stage from Dresden, Friedrich writes, 
willing to try for Peace if it be possible. 


To the Marichal Due de Richelieu, 


* Rotht, tUk SepMibcf I7if. 

^ I feci, M. le Doc, that you have not been put in the post where 

* you ate feC the purpose of NegXi^ing. I am persuaded, however, 

* that the Nc])hcw of the great Cardinal Ri^elieu is made for ugning 
‘ treaties no less than for gaining battles. 1 address my^f to you 
^ from an effect of the esteem with uhich yon inspire even tbohc who 
^ do not intimately know you. 

‘ Tis a small matter, hfon^eur (// {f*uni>^agai<iie ): only to 
^ make Peace, if people are pleased to wish it ] I know not what your 

* Instructions are: l^t, in the supposition that the King your Master, 

^ now assured by your successes >^11 have put it in your power to 

* labour m the panlication of Germany, !• address to you the Sieur 

* d’EIcheset’ (Sieur Balbi is the real name of him, an It^imi Engineer 
of mine, who once served with you in the Fontenoy times,—and some 
say he has privately a 15,000/. for your Grace^s acceptance, — ^ the 
^ Sieur d'Elcheset), in whom you may place complete confidence. 

* Though the events of tbh Year a&rd no hope that youi Court 

* still entertains a favourable disposition for my interests, I cannot per- 

* suade myself that a union which *has lasted between us for axteen 
' years may not have left some trace in the mind. Perhaps I judge 

* others by. myself. But, however may be, I, in short, prefer put- 

* tiqg my interests into the King your Mast^’s hands nUhtr than into 

* any others If you have not. Monsieur, any Instructions as to the 
^ Proposal hereby made, I at you to ask such, and to ihform me 

* what the tenor of thm is. v 


* He who has merited statues at Genoa* (tea years ago, t|i thosp 
Austrian times, wh<m Gwioa bursUup in tevolt,^^d the French 
and Richelieu beautifully intervened against the oppressors); ^he who 
conquered Minorca in spite of immaise obMacles; be is on the 
point of aubjaguting Lower Saxony,—can do nothing more glorious 
tlian to restore Peace to Europe. Of all your laurels, that will be the 
fiiirest Woik in this Cause, with the activity which hu leoured.you 
such rapid progress otherwise; and be persusided that nobody wiR 
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* ftd more mtefijl to you than, Mcaxsieur Ic Due, ~Vour faithful 

‘ Fnetw^—• • 

Kididicu, it appears by aay evidence thcic i$, went will- 
rngly^Dto this eeb^e; and applied at VersaillcSp as desired; 
with a peremptory negative for^esult. Nothing came of the 
Kichcliei^ attempt there; nor of *cc M. de Mirabeauy if he 
ever went; nor of any other on that errand. Needless to ap¬ 
ply for Peace at Versailles (aigi a* mere waste of your ^'sum 
of 15,000/./' which one hopes is fabulous in the present 
scarcity of money) *•—nor should wo perhaps have mentioned 
the thing at all, except for the sake of Wilhelmina, whose 
fond scheme it is in this extremity of fate; scheme which she 
tries in 9tiU other directions, as wc shall see; her Brother will¬ 
ing toOj but probably with much less hope. If a civil Letter 
and a bribe of Money will do^, these need not spared. 

This at Retha Is the day while Winterfeld. on Moys Hill, 
is meeting his death. Today at Pegau, in this neighbourhood, 
Seidliu, who could not faibin with Turpin, has given the Hus¬ 
sars of LoudavY^ beautiful slap; the first enemy we have seen 
on this march; and the last,—nothing but Loudon and Hus¬ 
sars visibly about, the rest of those Soubise-Reiclis people dor¬ 
mant, as would seem. 'D'Elchesct,' Balbi, or whoever he was, 
would not find RicbeKeu at Hanover; but at a place c^lcd 
Kloster-Zeven, in Bremen Country, fifty or sixty miles farther 
on. There, this day, are Richelieu^ with one Sporcken a Hano¬ 
verian, and one Lynar a Dane, rapidly finishing a thing they 
we^’e ^eased to call Convention of Kloster-Zeven which 
Friedrich regarded as another huge misfortune fallen on him, 
—though it proved to have been far the reverse a while after. 
Concerning which take this brief Note; cannot be too brief on 
such a tqpic: ^ 

‘Never was th^e Pmore futile Convention than that of Kloster- 
‘ Zeten; which filled all Europe w\th lamentable noi'^es indignations 

* and anrietif^ during the remainder of that Year; ontl is now reduced, 
^ for Europe and the Universe, to a silent mathematical point, or mere 
' mark of position, requiring still to be atlendecl tci in that character, 
‘ though itselPsero in any olher^ Here are the maiu particulars, in 
‘ their sequence. 

‘ August }d, towttrds* midnight,, 11 p. say the Books, Marechal 

e Given in I 923 (douVdeM from Af/moires dt Rkhelieut 2793, 

it. t;9, tiw oao toantaln«q9sd la to this m&sU aAair): for *the 15,000/.' and 

eUmr Aioiotuedpfnlcula^ see Reww,I tpj ; Preim, U. B4* dtRMfnc, 

Iv. 245r 
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^ de RicheUen arrives in the D’pstr^ Camp Carap^irfOldendorf,’* 

* stilf ooljr one march west of Hastenbedc); to whom D^Estrto on the 

* Inslant loftily delWers-up his Army; escploins with loyalty, Ibr a few 

* day^morc, all things needful to the new Commander; declines to 

* be mmself Second; and lofUly withdraws to the Baths of Aachot 
‘ “for his health.*’ 

* Royal Iliglmess of Cumberland is, by Uus time, w£U^)n Elbe- 

* ward, Ocean-ward. Till August ist, for one week, Royal Highness 

* of Cumberland lay at Mlnden, ^me thirty odd miles from Hasten- 

* beck; deploring that sad mistake; bat nopersoadabie to stand, and 

* try amendment of it: August ist, the French advandng on him again, 

* he moved off northward, sea-ward. By Nienbu^, Verd», Roteu- 

* burg, Zeven, Bremenvorde, S tad e;-^arrived at Stade, on the tidal 

* Waters of the Elbe, August 5th; and by necessity did halt there. 

* From Minden onwaixls, i^chelieu, notO'Estr^es, hashadthe chasing 

* of Royal Highness: one of th^simplest functions; only that the 

* country is getting muddy, difficult for artillery-oarriage (thinks Riche- 

* lieu), with an Army so dilapidated, hungry, short of pay; and that 

* Royal HighnesSp a very forious person to our former knowledge, 

* might turn on us like a boar at bay, endangering everything; and 

* finely, that one*s desire is not for battle, but < [fair chance 
‘ plunder to pay one’s debts. 

^ Britannic Majesty, in this awful state of his Hanover Armaments, 

* has been applying at the Danish Court; Richelien too sends off an 
^ application thither: “ Mediate between us, spare useless bloodshed 

* ^Whereupon Danish Majesty (Britanidc’s son-in-law) cheerfully un- 

* dertakes it; bids one Lynar b^tir hunself upon it. Count Lynar, 
*an esteem^ Official of his, who lives in those neighbourhoods; 
' Danish Viceroy in Oldenburg,—much concerned with the Scriptures^ 

‘ the Sacred Languages and Other seraphic studies,—and a ^lai^ed 

* man since we saw him last in the PetS^rsbarg regions, naktog love 

* to Mrs. Anton Ulrich long ago \ Lynar, feeling the axis of the world 
^ laid on his shoulder in this manner, loses not a moment; invokes the 

* Heavenly Powers; goes on it with an alacrity and a dispatch beyond 
Upraise. Runs to the Duke of Cumberland at Stade; thence to 

* Richelieu at Zeven; back to the Duke, backlo Zeven: “ Won^t yoay 
‘ and wxm’t P* and in four short days has the once workL-ffuned 

* “Convention of Kloster-lSeven” standing on parchment,—signed, 

* ready for ratifying: “ Royal Highness’s Army to go^home to^thdr 

* countries aga^” (routed methods, times: when, how, and what nact, 

^ oU left unsettled), “ and noise of War to cease in thos^parts.'* Signed* 
^ cheerfully on bo& sMes 9th September 1757; and Lynar strUdag the 
^ stars with his sublime bead.* 

* Unaccountable how Lynar had managed such a dlficul^. He 
^ Vallbni, p. sax. 

* BOschuia (wko alooels smt in the mattar), BntHpt tV. 169-I, { Lynar; sea 
8 ^ 911 , IH. 49; Valfocu, ppi. 093-3; OSupm di Frimric^ Iv. 143 {im cenacdoa of 
Prmm'i Note tbertX « 
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‘ sajB ia a L«tter'to a friend, which the Prnssian hussars 

* got bold o( The idea of it was ^a^lrtd by ibt Hol^ Ghoyat 

* which the whole world haha 4 again* For it was a Convention 
^ vagi^, absurd, not capable of bdsg executed; ratiftcalion of it refused 
^ by both. Courts, by the French Court first, if that was anyenatter: 
‘~and the only thing now memc^bie'of it is, that it was a total 

* Futility^ but that there ensued from it a Fact stUl of importance; 
‘ namely: 

^That on the 5th of October/oUtfaing, Royal Highness quitted 

* Slade, and his wrecked Army hanging sorrowful there, like a flight 
' of plucked cranes in raid-air ;-^xrivcd at Kensington October 12th; 
' he^ the paternal Majesty say, that evening, ** Here is my son who 
^ has mined me, and disgraced himself!’*—aud thereupon indignantly 

* laid-down Lis military offices, all and sundry; and ceased altogether 

* to cotnmand Annies, English or other, in this world.* Wbeieby, in 
‘ the then.and now diagram of things, Kloster-Zeven, as a mathematical 

* point, continues memorable in Aistory, though shrunk otherwise to 
^ aero I 


' Fill’s magnanimity to Rdyal Highness was conspicuous. Royal 
' Highness, it is said, had been very badly used in this matter by his 
^poor peddlgg Father and the Hanover Ministers; the matter being 

* one puddl^if imbecilities from beginning to end. He was the soul 

* of honour; brave os a Welf lion; but of dim poor head; and had 

* not the faintest vestige’ {fllUrgeringtU says Mauvdlon) * of military 
' skill: awful in the extreme to sec in command of British Armies! 


* Adieulo him, forever and a day.* 

Ever since July 29tfa, three days after Hastenbeck, Pitt 
had been in Office again; such the bombardment by Corpora^ 
tion-Boxes and Events impinging on Britannic Majesty: but 
not till now, as I fan<^, had Pitt's way, in regard to those 
German matters, been clear to him. The question of a Ger¬ 
man Army, if you must have a No-Gcneral at the top of it, 
might well be problentatical to Pitt* To equip your strong 
fighting man, and send him on your errand, regardless of 
expense; and, by^ way of preliminary, cut the he^d off 
^izn, before saying ** Good-speed to you, strong man !*' But 
with a General, Pitt secs that it can be different; that 
perh^s *'America can be conquered^ in Germany,” and that, 
with a Brit§nnic Majesty $0 disposed,* there is no other way 
of trying it. To this course Pitt stands henceforth, heedless 
of the gasetteer cackle, **Hah, our Titt too become Ger¬ 
man, after all his talking r**-^Uke a seventy-ftmr under full 
iaH with sea, wind* pilot all of one mind, and only certain 


t In (til 59*64} ^ ampbit minutcaea of detail 
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waterfowl objocting. And is King of England for the next 
Fouj: Years; the one King England has had ihh long 
while;—his hand felt shortly at the ends of the Earth. And 
proves such a blessing to Friedrich^ among others, as nothing 
else fn this Wax; pretty m%ch bis one blessing, little as he 
expected it. Before long, Excellency Mitchell begins consult- 
ing about a General,—and Friedrich dimly sees better things * 
in the distance, and that Klos(er-Zeven had not been the mis¬ 
fortune he imagined, but only *Tbe darkest hour/ whicfai it is 
said, lies 'nearest to the dawn/ 

II. TAc Soubise^IIiUibtirghauscn Peoph take into the Hills; 

Friedrich in Erfjcrt Neighbourhood^ hanging on^ WeA 

after JVeeky in an Agony of Ineution (13th September— 

10th Odtober). • 

Friedrich’s march has gone by Ddbcln, Grimma, to Pegau 
and Roiha, Leipzig way, but with Leipzig well to right: it 
just brushes W'cisscnfels to rightward, next day after Rdtha; 
crosses Sanle River near Naumburg, whence st^ight through 
Weimar Country. Weimar City on your left, to Eifurt on the 
northern side —and, 

^ Jir/nri^ Tuesday SepUmhtr 1757, Alwut 10 in the morning’ 
(list^ik to a faitliful ^VitJ)css|, ' tiierc appeared Uussais on the heights 
‘to norlhwanlVanguard oflu> Vrussian Majesty I*' said Krfurt * 
‘ with alarm, and our French guest*, with alarm. And i»carcely were 
‘ the word& uttered. \>>ien sain Vanguanl, and gradually the Whole 
‘ Prussian Aimy’ (only some 9,000. though we all thought it the whole), 

‘ came to sight; posting it>^r in haif>mdbn shape round us there; 

‘ French and Reichs folk burrying-olT what Uicy could from the Cyrltks- 
‘ berg and Peterslwg, by the opposite gates,*—towards Gotha, and 
the Hills of Kisenach. 

‘ Think what a <lilcmm.n for Erfurt, jaiQined between two boms in 
‘ this Wy, shouhl one horn enter before theSther got out I Much 
‘ parleying aA<) supplicating on the part of Erfurt: Till at last, 

‘4 P.M., French being all off, Erfurt dung its gates and the 

' new Power did ento*, with some due state: Prusaan Majesty in 
‘ person (who could have hoped it!) and Prince Henri bes^ him; 

' Cavalry with drawn swords; IniautTy with fie!dpieces,%ad the band 
‘ playing’—rrus.dUQ grenadier march, I should hope, or aom^hing 
equally cheering. * The rest of the Vanguard, and, fai succesriott, the 
‘ Army aftogetlier, had taken Camp outside, looking doi^ os the 
* Northern Gate, qver at Ilgertshofeo, ^ village in the tid^tbouriiood, 

‘ about two miles off/' 

* Map, end of ^ ff4Un^sckiMf, iv. 
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That \$ first sight Friedrich has of La Daupkinc,'" 
as the%Ver5^es people call tlfis Hdlonap come to '*(^ver 
Saxony and she is considerably coyer than had been ex¬ 
pected. Many sad days, and ardent vain vows of Friedrich, 
before he could see the skirt gf her again! From flgcrts- 
hofen, ngrtl^wcstward to Dittelstadt^ (xanisthdt, and other 
poor specks of villages in Gotha Territory, is ten or fifteen 
miles: from Dittelstadt eastw^d t6 Buttsiadt and Buttelstadt, 
in Weimar Country, may be twenty-five: in this area, Fried¬ 
rich, shifting about, chiefly for convenience of quarters,— 
headquarter Kirschioben for a while, Buttelstiidt finally and 
longest,—had to wander impatiently to and fro for four weeks 
and more: no work procurable, or none worth mentioning:— 
in the humour of a man whose House is on fire, flaming out 
of every window, front and rdtr; who has run-up Vith quench¬ 
ing apparatus; and cannot, being spell-bound, get the least 
bucket of it applied. And is by nature the lapidest soul now 
alive. Figure his situation there, as it gradually becomes 
manifest to 4 iim 1— 

For the present, Daupkiness Bcllona, hurrying to the Hills, 
has left some tagrag of remnant in Gotha. Whereupon, the 
second day, here is an **Own Correspondent” again,—not 
coming by electric telegraph, but (what is a sensible advan¬ 
tage) cre^ble in every point, when he does come: 

‘ Gatkoy Thursday 15M Ssptimbcr. Grand-Ihike and Duchess, 
^ like everybody else, have been much occupied all morning with the 

* fact, that the Prussian Army' (ScidliU and a regiment or two, no 
thing more) Ms actually here; took possession of the Town-Gates 
^ and Main Guard Uiis morning,—c^taiu Uungarian-French hussar 
^ rabble, hateful to every oue in Gotha, having made-off in time, 
‘ rapidly towards Eisenach and the Hills. 

^ Towards noon, his Royal Majesty in liighest person, srith hU 

* Lord Brother the PAce Henri's Royal Highness, arrived in Gotha ; 

* sent straightway, by one of hLs Officers, a compliment to the Grand- 

* Duke; ^^wcHild have the pleasure to come and dine, if hU 

* Serene Highness permitted.'’ Serene self and Household 

* always cordially Friedrich's, was just about sitixtig-down to <Iumcr^ 

* and answeftd with exuberantly glad .^airiirise,—or was answering, 

* when Royal Majesty himself stept-in with smiling face; anil cm- 
< bracing the Duke, mid : I timed myself to arrive at this moment, 
** thinking your D^chlaucht would be at dmner, that I might be re- 

oeived wi^out ceremony, and dine like a neighbour among you." 

* Unexpected as th 4 Tiril was, the joy of Duke and Duchess,' always 
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£ist friends to Friedrich, and the latter ever aflen^irds his cerre* 
spontfent, ‘may be concdved, tfiit not adequately expressed ^ as both 

* the Seremties were touched, in the most affecting manner, by the 

* honour of so great a King’s sudden presence among them. ^ 

‘ Ilis Majesty request^ that the Frau von Buchwald, our Most 
' Gradous Duchess’s IJof'Dam^^ whose qualities he much valued, 
‘ might dine with them,’-—being always fond of seorible^^e^Ie, es¬ 
pecially sensible women. * The whole Highest and High company’ 
(Royal, that is, and Ducal) during table, uncommonly merry. 

* The King showed himself altogether content; and his bright clever 

* talk and sprightly sallies, awakening everybody to the like, left not 

* the least trace visible of the weighty toils he was then engaged in;— 

* as if the weightier these were, the less should they fetter the noble 
‘ openness {Frfymuthigkeif) of this high soul, which is not to be cast 

* down by the heaviest burien. 

* His Majesty having taken leave of Duke and Duchess, and gra- 

* doubly permitted the chiefest pddons of the Gotha Court to pay 
‘ their respects, withdrew to his Army.’* Slept^ I find elsewhere, ‘at 

* Gamstadt, on the fioor of a little Innmeaning to examine Posts in 
that pmt, next morning. 

Here has been a cheerful little scene for Fr.edrich; tho 
last he has in these black weeks. A laborious Predecessor, 
striving to elucidate, leaves me this Note; 

* What a pity one knows nothing, nor can know, about this Duke 

* and Duchcij.s though their names, especially the latter’s name, are 
’ much tossed to and fro in the Books! We heard of them, favour- 
’ ably, in Voltaire’s time; smd may again, at least of the Lady, wbo 

* is henceforth a Correspondent of Friedrich’s. The above is a dim 
^ direct view of them, probably ou^ last as well os first Duke’s name 

* is Friedrich HI.; I do believe, a man o^solidity, honour and polite 

* dignified sense, a highly respectable Duke of Sachsen-Gotha, con- 

* tented to be obscure, and quietly do what was still doable in that 

* enigmatic situation. He is Uncle to our Geoige III. ^-^ui Sister is 
’ the now Princess-Dowager of Wales, with a Lord Kite, and I Icnow 
’ not what questionable figures and intrigues, q( suspicaons of intrigue, 

* much about her. His Duchess, Louisa Doiothee, is a Princess cf 
distinguished' qualities, literary tastes,—Voltaire’s Hostess, Fried- 
‘ rich’s Correspondait: a bright and quietly-shining UMminatioD to 

* the circle sIk inhabits. Duke is now fifty-eight, Duchess forty- 

* seven; they lost their ^dest Soex last year. There has 1 >e^ 

‘ lately a considerable private l^ubble as to Tutors^ S the Duke of 
‘ Wrimar (Wilhelmina’s maddish Duke, who is dead lately; and a 

* Prince left, vrho soon died ako, but left a Son, who grew to be 

* Goethe’s fiiend); Tutorage claimed by various CouimSv has been 
4 adjudged to this one, King Friedrich cobperating in mdh renU. 

# Letter » hr. 
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^ As to tht famed GKmd*Duch|ps, she b a Sachsen-Meiningen 

* Priftced, come of Ernst the Pious, of Johann the Magoanimtfas, as 

* her Husband and all these Sochsens are: when Voltaire went pre* 

* dpitibtf with such ▼elocitj, from the Potsdam Heaven, slie received 

' him at Gotha ; set him on writii^ hb //uiory of t}u and 

* eodeavoved to break his foil. She «‘as noble to Voltaire, and well 
« honoureoby that uncertain Spirit. Thera is a fine Library at Gotha; 

* and the Lady bright loves Books, anc^ those that can write them 

^ a friend of the Light, a Daugbtef^of the Son and the Empyrean, not 

* of Darkness and the .Stygian Fens.** 

Friedrichb first Letter to her Highness was one of thanks, 
&bove a year ago, for an act of kindness, act of justice withal, 
which she did to one of his Official people. Here, on the 
morrow of that dinner, is the second Letter, much more aerial 
and cordial, in which style they all continue, now that he has 
seen the admired Princess. ^ * 

To the Most Sorene Grand-Duckess of Sachsen-Gotha. 

DitteUt 2 dt, ^iSth September 1757. 

* Madabi;—Y esterday was a Day I shall never forget; which 
‘ satisfied a just desire 1 have had, thU long while, to see and hear 

* a Princess whom all Europe admires. I am not surprised, Madam, 
^ that yon subdue people’s hearts; you are made to attract the esteem 
' and tl^e homage of all who have the happiness to know you. But 
^ it u incomprehensible to me how you can have enemies; and how 

* men representing Countries that by no muons wish to pass for bar* 

* barons, can have been so basely {indi^nemeni) wanting in the respect 
^ they owe you, and in the considcratioD which is due to nil sove- 
^ rdgns’ (French not famous for their refined demeanour in Saxony 
this time). * Why could *not I dy to pie\’ent such disorders, such 
^ indecency 1 I can only offer you a groat deal of good-will; but I 

* kei well that, in present circumstances, the thing wanted is effec> 

* dve resnlts and reality. May I, Madam, be so happy os to render 
' you some service! May your fortune be equal to your virtues! I 
^ am with the highe^cor^eration, Madam, your Highness’s faithful 

* Cousin,— 

To WilhdmiQa he says of it, next day, still gratified, though 
sad news have come in the interimdeath of Winterfdd, for 
one black #em: 

^ ^ ‘ The day before yesterday I was in Gotha. It was a louch- 
' ing scene to see the partners of one’s misfortunes, with like griefs 

* and like complaints. The Duchess is a woman of real merit, whose 

* firsinesa puts numy a man to diame. Madam de Buchwald appears 

* to me a vexy estimable person, and one who would suit you much; 

P UtchaeUsi L $<7 ; Itc. Ac. ^ (Swru FHdfrk^ xviiL j 6 $. 



206 SE^^N YEARS WAR RiSES. Bo<»kXTl(l^ 

' ri^Sept. S757« 

* iatelligent, accomplished, witho**t pretensions, and g^^od-ht^pKnired. 

' My brother Henri U gone to vee them today. 1 am so 

' uitb gric^ that I would lather keep my sadness to myneit 1 have 

* reasoi^ loxongnitulate myMslf much on accouuf of my Brother Henri; 

' he has behaved like an angel, a soldier, and well towards me as 
' a Brother, 1 cannot unfortunately, sUy the same of the e?der< Tie 
‘ sulks at me (// ffjr and ha< sulkily retired to Torgau, from 

* whence, I hear, he is gone to^^Wit ten berg. 1 shall leave him to his 

* caprices and u> hU conduct ;’and 1 prophesy nothing good for 

* the future, unless the younger guide him.*** ® ® 

This is part of a long sad Letter to Wilhelmina; parts 
of which wc may recur to, as otherwise illustrative. But be¬ 
fore going into that tr«igic budget of bad news, let us give the 
fmale of Gotha, which occurred the next day,—tragi-comic in 
part,—and is.the last bit of action in those dreary four weeks. 

Gifthdi i8M Sc^emhtr, ^ Since TImrsday t5th, Major-General 

* SetdhU,* younge^f Ma)or*Gcneral of the Aimy, but a rapidly-ririog 
man, ^ha^ been Commandant in Gotha, under floutisbing circum- 
' htance^; popular and supreme, though only with a force of 1,500, 

' dragoou«< and hu^^als. Monday inotaiug early, SeklliU’6*%c^uU bring 

* word that the Souhi'^e-llildbu^hausen people are in motion hither- 

* wartl \ French hu^sirs an<l Austrian, Turpin\ [.oudonN, all that 
*are; grenadiers in mobstotal, sny, S,ooo horse and foot, with 
'abundance of artilleryhave bcxii on marclt nil night, to retake 

* Gotha ; with uH the Chief Generals aiul Dignitaries of the Army 
' following in their carriages, for some hours past, to sec it done, 

' ScidlH?, ascertaining lh<^c tilings, has but one course leil,—that of 
'clearing himself out, which he doe with ordei ly velocity: and at 
' p A.M. the DigniUrius and their 8,000 fmdppen gates, ScidliU clean 
' oiT; occupy the post*^ with due empbasib and flouusb; and proceed 

* to the SeWoss in a grand tnumjihont way,—where privately they 
' arc not very .welcome, thoogli one puts the best face on it, and a 
' dinner of importance is the hr^t thing imperative to be bet in pro- 
' gress. A durried Court, that of Gotha, an^ much swashing of 

* French plumes through it, all this morning, since Seidlltz hod 
' to fiiL 

' Seidlitz has not < flitted vety far. Seidlite has ranked his small 
' dragoon-hussar force in a hollow, two miles off; has got waming 
' sent to a third regiment withiu reach of him, **Come t^rards 
' and in a certain defile, visible from Gotha eastward, spread your* 

* selves so and so P*-^and judges by the swashing he hears of up 
^ yondei, that peihaps something may still be done. Dinner, up in 
' the Schloss, just Ixring takett from the spit, and the swasoing at 

'its height, whezk—"11^, what is that, though?^' and 9 il phimes 

> 

' lUnchkhea, near &fuit, 17th Septeeaber tjff wivii. v 
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' * paw. For it is Seidlita, artistically spreads into single files, on the 

* promiimt pomts of vision; advandbg again, more like 15,0001 than 
^ r,5oo: ** And in the Defile yonder, that regiment, do you mark it; 

* the King’fr vangtiard, I should say?—To horse 

* Tttit is Sddlits’s fine Bit of Painting, hung oitl yonder, Rhoked 

* on the sky itself, as temporary hac 1 i%rouml to Gotha, to 1 ^ judged 
‘ of by the ^nnotsseara. For pictorial effect, breadth of touch, truth 

s ^ to Nature and real power on the cx>tinoisseur, 1 have heard of no* 
^ thing equal by any artist. The h^gh (leficmlcy, Soubise, llddburg* 

* hausen, Dannstadt, mount th the hJghe^t lusic; cverybe^y 

* happy he who has anything to mount; the grenadien* tumble out 
'of the Schloss; dragoons, artillery tumble out; Dauphincss takes 

* wholly to her heels, at an estn^inary pace t so Uiat SeidHt^^s 
'hussais could hardly get a stroke at her; caught sixty and odd, 

' nine of them Officers not of mark; <lid kill thirty; and had such a 

* haul of equipages and valuable effecis cosmetic a gocKl few of them, 

' habilatory, artistic, os caused t}ie 4 vussar heart to :>mg fui^oy. Among 
' other plutbjer, was Loudon’.^ Commission of Major*(jt^neraI, just on 
' its toad from Vienna' (poor Mojuistein’s death the sugge^^ting cause, 
say some);—'undoubtedly a shining Loudon; to whom Fnedrich, 

' next day, forwarded the Document with a polite Note.’*’ 

The day^after this bright feat of Seidlits's* which was a 
slight consolation to Friedrich, there came a Letter from the 
Duchess, not of compliment only; the Letter itself had to be 
burnt on the spot, being, as would seem, dangerous for the 
High Lady, who was much a friend of Friedrich's. Their 
Correspondence, very polite and graceful, but for most part 
gone to the unintelligible state, and become vacant and spec* 
tral, figures considerably in the Books, and was, no doubt, 
a considerable fact to Friedrich. His Answer on this occasion 
may be given, since we have it,'-r-lest there should not else- 
where be opportunity for a second specimen. 

Friedrich tc the Grartd-Dnekess 0/ SachsethGotka. « 

^ * KinchJebci. Bear Erfiirt, ^oth Stprember 1757. 

* Madam,—N othing could happen more glorious to my troops 
^thon that ctflighting, Madam, noder your eyes and for your de< 

* fence. 1 wistt tbrir help could be useful to you; but T foresee the 

* reverse. If L were ohstinately to insist on ruaiuioining the post of 
‘ Gotha with ifiantry, I should ruin your City for you, Madam, by 
^ attracting thither and fixing theie the theatre of the War; whereas, 

' hf the present course, you will only have to sufler little rubs {pus- 

* UKh)f which will not last long. 

*Jh tiboound thanks that you could, in a day like yesterday, find 
It Hibkn ^i cki t k if , h. tfePt Wai^^alca, il 37; (£uvrt$ di Fridtric^ 
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* iht momcBt to fiilnk of joar Friaidi^ and to emp\oj youmlf for 

^ tbou.* (Sddlit2’& attack wa^brisk, qaite suddeo, efitct 

like Harleqtdn’e sword in Pantoniijnes; and Gotha in every corner^ 
especially in the Schloss l>elow and above stain,—dinner c<^ed for 
A eaten by B» in that manner,—^ust have been the most ogi* 
tated of little Cities.) ^ 1 will rf^lect nothing of what you have the 

* goodness to tell me; I shall profit by these notices, Ilaaven grant 

* it might be for the deliverance and the security of Germany 1 

* l^e most signal mark hf otWience I can give you consists 

* questionably in doing your bidding with this Letter.’ (Bum it, 
so soon as read.) ’I should have kept it as a monument of your 
’ generosity and courage: but, Madam, since you dispose of it oUaer* 
’ wise, your orders shall be executed; persuaded that if one cannot 
' serve one’s friends, one most at least av<nd hurting them ; that one 

* may be less circumspect for one’s own interest, but that one must be 

* prudent and even timid for thein. X am, with the highest esteem 

* and the most perfect consideratil'M, Madam, your Htgjine&s’s most 
^ faithful and affectionate Cousin,— 

From Erfurt, on the night of his arrival, finding the Dau* 
phiness In such humour, Friedrich had ordered Ferdinand of 
Brunswick with his Division and Prince Moritx vdth his, both 
of whom were still at Naumburg, to go on different errands,— 
Ferdinand out Halberstadt-Magdeburg way, whither Riche* 
lieu, vulture*likei if not cagle-like, is on wing; Morits to Tor* 
gau, to secure our magazine, and be on the outlodc there. 
Both of them marched on the morrow (November 14th}: and 
are sending him news,—seldom comfortable news; mainly that, 
in spite of all one can do (aiul it is not little on Ferdinand’s 
part), the Richelieu vultures, 80,000 of them, floating onward, 
leagues broad, are not to be kept out of Halbervtadt, well if 
out of Magdeburg itself;—and that, in short, the genm^al con¬ 
flagration, in those parts too, is progressive.^^ Moritz, peace¬ 
able for some wedcs in Torgau Country, was to have an eye 
on Brandenburg withal, on Berlin its^; and before 
Moritz will see something noticeable there t 

From Preussen, Friedrich bears <ff mere n^vagings and 
horrid cruelties, Cossack-Calmuck atrocities, which make bu* 
man nature shudder ** Fight those monsters ; ^ into them, 
at all hazards V* he writes to Lehwald peremptomy. Lebwald, 
05,000 against 80,000, does $0; dtaws^p, in front ctfWeblaU, 

** C^u 9 frs tU Frfdtrkt xv^ 167. 

In Orlich'i FtftW Mofitu, pp. 71^: tad In t9*i4S (shout 

Ferdinaad): immuisg Doeunenury deutU, Aningraphi of riiedncb.in 
Itgtrd to both th«ie Rspedit^oa*. 

^ la H€U 49 i^ 9 ckK>ku, iv. 407*437, the Indaoui detsiU. 
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not hr east nf KOnigsber;, amcmg woody swamps, August 
3 oti, at % Hamlet called Gross^Jagersdorf^ with his t^st mil; 
fights well, though not without mistakes; and is beaten by 
coimoif and numbers.Preussen now lies at Apraxinls dis¬ 
cretion. This bit of news too is ot the road for Erfurt Country. 
Such a sbl weeks for the swift man, obliged to stand spelh 
bound,—idle posterity never will copceive it; and description 
is useless. * 

Let us add here, that Apraxin did not advance on Kdnigs- 
berg, or farther into Preussen at all; but, after some loitering, 
turned, to everybody's surprise, and wended slowly home. 

Could get no provision/' said Apraxia for himself. Thought 
the Csarina was dying/' said the world; and that Peter her 
successor would take it well I" Plodded slowly bo{ne, for cer* 
tain; Lehwald following bimrnot too close, till over the bor¬ 
der. Nothing left of Apraxin, and his huge Expedition, but 
Memel alone; Memcl, and a great many graves and ruins. So 
that Lehwald could be recalled, to attend on the Swedes, be¬ 
fore Winter 1 !ame. And Friedrich's worst forebodings did not 
take effect in this case ;—nor In some others, as we shall seel 


Lamentation-Psalms of Friedrich. 

Meanwhile, is it not remarkable that Friedrich wrote more 
Verses, this Autumn, than almost in any other three months 
of his life ? Singular, yes; though perhaps not inexplicable. 
And if readers could fairly understand that fact, instead of 
running away with the shell of it, and leaving the essence, it 
would throw a great light on Friedrich. He is not a brooding 
inarticulate man, then; but a bright-glancing, articulate; not 
to be struck dumb by the face of Death itself. Flashes clear¬ 
eyed into the pbysic^omy of Death, and Ruin, and the Abys¬ 
mal Horrors opening; and has a sharp word to say to them. 
The explanation of his large cargo of Verses this Autumn is, 
tliat always, alternating with such fiery velocity, be had in¬ 
tolerable periods of waiting till things were ready. And took 
to verses, b^way of expectorating himself, and keeping-down 
his devils. Not a bad plan, in the circumstances,—especially 
if you have so wonderful a turn for expectoration by speech. 
** Ail bad as Poetry, those Verses ?" the reader. Well, 

^ T w npe l hot i m: lUuov, I m ; Sk. &c. Iw about 9,000,' by 

IbMr own ok 5,000; ^tbe PnaoioM 3 kOoo' tod Uk Field). 

' TOU VII, P 
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some of them arc not of first-rate goodness, gr Should have 
be&i burnt; or the time jharked which they took* up, and 
whether it was good time wasted (which 1 suppose it almost 
neve|: wn*?), or bad time skilfully got over. Time, thit is the 
great point; and the heart truth of them, or mere lip-truth, 
another. Wc must give some specimens, at any rate. 

Especially that notable Specimen frop the Zittau Countries r 
the ‘‘ Epistle to Wilhelmina ti ma Samr^'^) f which is 

the key-note, as it were; the fountain-head of much other 
verse, and of much prose withal, and Correspondencipg not 
with Wilbehnina alone, of which also some taste must bo 
given. Primary Epttrf; written, I perceive, in that interval 
of waiting for Keith and the magazines,—though the final date 
is ^^Bernstadt. August 24tb." Concerning which, Smelfungus 
takes, ovc^-hastily, the liberty say : ‘ Strange, is it not, to 

* be on the point of fighting for one's existence ; overwhelmed 

* with so many businesses ; and disposed to go into verse in 

* addition ! Conceive that form of mind ; it would illuminate 
‘ something of Friedrich's character: I canndf yet rightly 

* understand such an aspect of structure, and know not what 

* to say of it, except ** Strjnge !*’ *— 

Understand it or not, wc do gather by means of it some 
indisputable glimpses, nearly all the direct insight allowed us 
out of any source, into Friedrich's inner man ; what his 
thoughts were, what his humour uns in that tinique crisis; 
and to readers in quest of that, these Pieces, fallen obsolete 
and frosty to all other kiu<)j of readers, arc well worth perus¬ 
ing, and again perusing. Mont veracious Documents, we can 
observe ; nothing could be truer; Confessions they are, in the 
most emphatic sense; no truer ever made to a Priest in the 
name of the Most High. Like a soliloquy of Night-Thoughts, 
accidentally becoming audible to us. Mahomet, I find, wrote 
the Koran in this manner. From these poor Poems, which 
arc voices Do Profundis, there might, by proper' care and ^ 
lection, be constructed a Friedrich's Koran; and, wi^ com- 
xnentary and elucidation, it would be pleasant tv read The 
Koran of Friedrich, or the X^mentation-Psalms of Friedfi^ 1 
But it would need an Editor,—other than Dryasdust { Maho¬ 
met's Koran, treated by the Arab Dryasdust (merely tuming- 
up the bottom of that Box of Shoulder-blades, and printis^ 

^ (Etarm 4 i FrOtUrk, juL 36^ 
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th«m), b|pome dre^ifuUy tough reading, on this side of 
the GIo^; and has given rise*to the impo&siblcst notions 
about Mahomet i Indisputable it is, Heroes, in their afflic¬ 
tion. Mahomet and David, have solaced themselves by snatches 
of Psalms, by Suras, bursts of Utterance rising into Sung;— 
and if Fniedrich, on far other conditions, did the like, what 
has History to say of blame to him ? 

• 

Wilhehnina comes out very strong, in this season of trouble; 
almost the last we see of our excellent Wilhelmina. Ukc a 
lioness; like a shrill mother when her children are in peril. 
A noble sisterly afiection is in Wilhelmina; shrill Pythian ve¬ 
hemence trying the impossible. That a Brother, and such a 
brother, the most heroic now breathing, brave and true, and 
the soul of honour in all thiif|'S, should have the Vhole world 
rise round him, like a delirious Sorcerer's-Sabbatb, intent to 
hurl the mountains on him,—seems such a horror and a mad¬ 
ness to Wilhelmina. Like the brood-hen flying in the face of 
wild dogs, nod packs of hounds in full trail 1 Most Christian 
Pompadour Kings, enraged Czarinas, implacable Empress- 
Queens ; a whole world in armed delirium rushes on, regard¬ 
less of Wilhelmina. Never mind, my noble one; your Bro¬ 
ther will perhaps manage to come up with this leviathan or 
that, among the heap of them, at a good time, and smite into 
the fifth rib of him. Your Brother docs not the least shape 
towards giving-in ; thank the Heavens, he will stand to him- 
scU' at least; his own poor strength will all be on his own 
side 

Wilhclmina’s hopes of a Peace with France ; mission of 
her Mirabeau, missions and schemes not a few, we have heard 
of on Wilhelmina’s part with this view ; but the notablest is 
still to mention 1 tt(at of stirring-up, by Voltaire’s means, an 
important-looking Cardinal de Tencin to labour in the busi¬ 
ness.. Emitfency Tenfin lives in Lyon, known to the Princess 
on her Italian Tour;—shy of a^ng Voltaire to dinner on that 
fipe occasionbut, except Officially, is not otherwise than 
well<iffected to Voltaire. Was once Chief Minister of France, 
and would fain again be; does not like these Bernis novelties 
and Austrian Alliances, had he now any power to overset them. 
Let him coirespond iritfa Most Christian Nfajesty, at least; 
plead for a Peace with Prussia, Prussia being so ready that 
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way. Eminency Teacini 01^ Voltaire's suggesti?^ni did &o> per* 
hajil is even now doing so; till ordered to bold Air^eace on 
such subjects. This is certain and well known; but nothing 
else is known^ or to us knowablCj about^it; Voltaire^ ih vague 
form» being our one authoi^, through whom it is vain to 
hunt» and again bunt.^^ The Dates* much more die features 
and circumstances* all lif buried from us, and*---til! perhaps 
the Lanuniation-Psalms^xt well edited,—must continue lying. 
As a fact certain* but undeniably vague. 

Voltaire's procedure* one can gather, is polite, but two* 
faced; not sublime on this occasion. In fact, is intended to 
serve himself. To the high Princess he writes devotionally, 
ready to obey in all things; and then to bis Eminency Car¬ 
dinal Tencin, it rather seems as if the tone were: ** Pooh I yes* 
your Eminency j such arc the 'poor Lndy’s notions. But does 
your Eminency take notice how high rtiy connections are; 
what service a poor obscure creature might perhaps do the 
State some day ?" Friedrich himself is, in these ways, brought 
into correspondence with Voltaire again \ and^occasionaUy 
writes to him in this War, and ever afterwards: Voltaire re¬ 
sponds with fine sympathy* always prettily* in the enthusiasm 
of the moment;—and at other times he writes a good deal 
about Friedrich, ofienest in rather a mischievous dialect. ‘'The 
traitor!" exclaim some Prussian writers* not many or import¬ 
ant, in our time. In fad, there is a considerable touch of 
grinning malice (as of Monkey versus Cat* who had once 
burnt his paw, instead of getting his own burnt)* in those 
utterances of Voltaire; some of which the reader will grin 
over too, without much tragic feeling*—the rather as they did 
our Felis Leo no manner of ill* and show our incomparable 
Siftf^e with a sparkle of the Tigre in him; theoretic sparkle 
merely and for moments, which makes him all the more cnteiv 
toining an^ uUeresting at the domestic hearth. 

Of Friedrich's Lamentation-Psalms we propbse to give 
the First and the Last: these* with certain Prose Pieces* in¬ 
termediate and connecting* may perhaps be madt Inmlligible 
to readers, and throw some light on these tragic weelm the 
King's History: 

1^. Ef 4 irt h via Suur (First of the Lainentatiou*Paalms}»-**TIii5 
is the famed ‘ Epistle to Wilhelmioo,' already spoken of; which the 

(Suvrti (Mimeifti), U. 99*93 ; ib, i 143: Prsusa k ^ 
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dispatched from Bemstadt ‘August J 4 U 1 / just while quitting 
those parton tie Eifurt Errand j~U\aighwTiUeQ before, in the tedium 
of waiting*^for Keith. The Piece is long, vehement, aUc^'elhcr sin¬ 
cere; lyrically Mngs aloud, or declaims in rhyme, what one’s indignant 
thoughtVally is on the sarrotinding woes and atrocities. We fdiiilully 
abridge, and condense into our briefeit Pros»c;—readers cmi oAd water 
and the jing^ of French rhymes /r^ Ubitum, It starts thus: 

^ ‘O sweet and dear hope of my remaining days; O Sister, who^c 
‘ friendship, so fertile in resources, aharA all my sorrows, and with a 
‘ helpful arm assists me in the gidrl It is in vain that the Destinies 
‘ have overwhelmed me with disasters: if the crowd of Kings have 
‘ sworn my ruin; if the Earth have opened to swallow me,—you sldl 
^ love me, noble and affectionate Sister: loved by you, what is there 
‘ of misfortune V (Bnmehes-off into some survey of it, nevertheless.) 

Huge continents of thunder*cloud, plots thickening against iuc‘ 
(in those Mensel Documents), ‘ I watched with terror; the sky getting 
‘ blacker, no covert for me visits*: on a sudden, from the deeps of 
‘Hell, starts-forth Discord’ (with capital-letter), ‘and the tempest 
‘ broke. 

* Cffut dafu ton Sinat, O/wgwme A nj^Merrr I 

* Oi C4 mcHitrt inkuwtainfit JeUttr ia gturrt: 

‘ It was froR^hy Senate, stormful England, that she first launched- 
‘ out War. In'remote climates first; in America, far away;—between 
‘ France and thee. Old Ocean shook with it; Neptune, in the depths 
‘ of his caves {sfs groUa profrnd£s\ saw the English subjecting his 
‘ waves {sa cn^s ): the wild Iroquois, pxize of these crimes {forjaits)^ 
‘bursts-out; detesting the tyrauts who disturb his Forests,'—and 
scalping Braddock’s people and the like. 

‘ Discord, charmed to see such an America, and feeble mortals 
‘ crossing the Ocean to csterroinatc one another, addressee the Euro- 
‘ pean Kings: “ How long will you be slaves to what are called laws? 
“ Is It for yon to bend under worn-out notions of justice, right? Mors 
“ is the one God: Might is Right. A King’s business is to do some- 
“ thing famous in this world.” 

‘ O Daughter of the Cmsars,* Maria Theresa, ‘ how, at these words, 
‘ambitioD, bunting in ^y soul, l>rcak 5 -out uncontrollable 1 Prc4>ity, 
‘ honour, treaties, duty: feeble considerations these, to a heart lettifig 
‘ loose its flamy pasrions; determining to rob the generous Germans 
‘oftbdr libelties; to d^rade ihy equals; to extinguish “Schism” 
‘ {so called), and set-up despotism on the wrecks of all.’ 

‘ Huge pr^ect’—'/frfr TfrWwwVu/,’—what not: ^ From Roussillon 
‘ and the sunny Pyrenees to fromn Russia, all arm for Austria, and 
‘ march at her bidding. They conceit my downfall, trample on my 
‘ rights. 

‘ The Daughter of the Ceesars, proudly certain of victory,—’tis the 
‘ way of the cWat, whose commonplace virtue, purillanimous in re- 
* verses, overbearii^ in success, cannot bridle their cupidity,—-desig- 
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' nntcft to the Trnimvirate what lUngs are to be prosqiibed* (Britawic 
Gooige and me, Retch busy on lA both even nowb * and those ungrate- 
' fill tyrants, by united crime, immolate to each other, without remotBOi 

* their dearest allies. ’ For imUuice t , 

^ • O ionr dipif QutlU fUroce imprudentr J 

* Tk^r^te, eesi tu vends d 4s Fenneet 

* Theresa! it is England tbou art selling to Francea thing^ 
worth noting. ' Thy generous support in thy first adversities \ tl^ one 

* friend then, when a world had Qsen to devour thee. Thou reignest 
' nowbut it was England alone that saved thee anything to re^n 

* over I • 

* Th ntAis fui un/ a sanv/ tet /taU: 

* Les hnn/aiu che9 Us reis ne/vnf ijne det ingmU* 

*And thou, lary Monarch, ^stupid Louis, let ua omit hlms— 

* Pompadour, selling her lover to the highest bidder, makes France, 

^ in our day, Austria’.s slave t' We omit Kolin Battle, too, spoken of 
with a proud modesty (Prag is ne. spoken of at all); and how the 
neighbouring ravenous Powers, onlo«ikers hllherto, have opene<l their 
throaU with one accord ti> swallow Pra.ssia, thinking its downWl cer¬ 
tain: ' Poor mercenary Sweden, once so famous under its soldier King^, 

* now debased by a venal Senate;—Sweden, *what say I? my own 
' kindred' (ftjolish Anspach and others), ‘ driven by peil^erse motives, 

' join in the plot of horrors, and become satellUes of the prospering 
‘ Triumvirs. 

‘ And thovt, loveil I‘coplc* (iny own Prussians), * whose happiness 
Ms my charge’ (notable bow often he repeats this), * it is thy lament- 

* able destiny, it is the danger which hangs over thee, that pierces my 

* soul. Tl)e pomps of my rank I could resign without regr^ But to 

* rescue thee, in this black crisis, I will spend my heart's blood. 

‘ Whose is that blood but thine? With joy will I tiolly my warrior.s 

* to avenge thy affront; defy death at the foot of the ramparts’ {oi 
Daun and bis Eckartsberg, ahead yonder), ' and either conquer, or be 
' buried under ihy ruins.* Very well; but ah,— 

* Preparing with such purpose, ye Heavens, what mournful cries 
^ ore those that reach us: ^^Deatli has laid low thy Mother I**—Hah, 

‘ that was the last stroke, then, which angry^Fate had reserved for 
' me.-^ —O Mother, Death flies my misfortunea, and spreads his Uvid 
' horrors ofer ^ee I' (Very tender, very sad, what he says of his 
Mother; bpt must be omitteil and imaging. General fetale in x) 

* Thus Destiny with a deluge of torments fills the poisemed rmtusM 

* of my days. The present is hideous to me, the future uulmown: 

' what, you say I am the creatnre of a i^rncficent Beisg>*« 

' Qtttff KmU-fw/orm^par nw Dien bunfaisemt f 
*Akt sUietoit sii^, iendrtpCHT 99n wvra£t'—^ 

—Uusht, my little Titan t 

* And now, ye prcmolers of sacred lies, go on leading cowards bp 
' the nose, in iit dark windiugs of your hAyrinch M tha ga« 
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^ cfauitment is e&d«d, the chann disappears. I seeihat all men are 

* but fhe sport dl Destiny. And tbat,^ there do exist some Gloomy 
‘ and Inexorable Beings who allows a despised herd of creatures l!t> go 
' on multiplying ber^ be values them as nothing; looks down on a 

* PhalaHk exowned, on a Socrates in chains; on our virtues, 01^ mis- 
' deeds, on the horrons of war, and al^tbe cruel plagues which mvage 

* Earth, as ^thing indiiTcrent Co him. Wherefore, my sole refuge and 
^ only haven, lov^ Sister, is in the arms of death: 

* A tfui mtn aul astU ft 9 tum unfiftf f^rt 

* Se tr^urv, Mre daJa U* tiU ia 

1*. Wflkefmina to Voltaire^ wUk sonu'tJdu^ of Answer (First of 
certain intercalary Prose Pieces).—Wilhclmina has been writing to 
Voltaire before, and getting cunsolations since Kolin; but her Letters 
are lost, till this tiic earliest that h left U4: 

BoxrtiAh^ August 1757 {To Folicire),—* One first knows one’s 

* friends when misfortunes arrive. The Letter you have written does 

* honour to your way of thinking^ I cannot lull you how much 1 am 

* sensible to whow you have done’ (set Cardinal Tcncin astir, wttli 
result we will hope). * The King, my Brother, is as much so as I. 

* You will find a Note here, which he bids me transmit to you’ (Note 
lost). 'That great man is still the same. He supports his misfor- 

* tunes with (^K>urage and a firmness worthy of him. He could not 
^ get the Note transcribed. It began by verses. Instead of throwing 

* sand on it, he took the iskboUlc; Is the reason why it is cut 
‘ in two.’ 

-^This Note, we say, is lost to oil but accidentally thus: 
Voltaire, 11th September, writes twice to friends. Writing to his 
D’Argentals, he says: ^The afbirs of tins King’ (Friedrich) 'go from 
‘ bad to worse. I know not if I told you of the Letter he wrote to 

* me about three weeks ago* (say Augu.st i7*iSlh: this sonm Note 
tl^rough Wilhelmina, evideDtly): ' ''1 have learned,” says he, ‘'that 
** you had interested yourself in my successes and misfortunes. There 
'' remains to me nothing but to sell my life dear,” &c. Ills Sister 

* writes me one much more lamentable;* the one we arc now reading:— 

' I am in a frightful state; and will not survive Uic destruction of 
' my House and Famllv. That is the one consolation that remaps to 

* me. You will have me subjects for making Tragedies of. 0 times t 

* O maanen! You will, by the Qlusory representation, perhaps draw 
‘ tears; whil«all contemplate with dry eyes the reality of these mise- 

* ties: the down&ll of a whole House, against which, if the truth were 

* known, thm is no solid cumplaint. I oumot write farther of it; 
' my soul is so troubled that 1 know not what 1 am doing. But what* 

« ever happen, be persuaded that 1 am more than ever your friend,— 

* WlUmLMlNA.'W 

Friedrich, while Wilhelmina writes so, is at the loot of the Eck- 

(Syvfvs, ai. 3^49; i$ WObeimiaa s^th A\mui 

> 9 .la CBttvm IxUviL ^ 
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artsbet^i eagerijrnanoffuvnog wHb the Austriftns, in hopes of getting 
battle out of them,—which he pnnot Friedrich, while he wrote that 
Note to Voltaire, and instead of sandbox shook the iokboAle orcr it, 
was just going out on that errand. 

Vohairr^ lath September (to a Ijtdy w*hose Son U in the D'Es* 
trees <<^ars).*^—‘ Here are migl^ revolutions, Mailamo; and we arc 

* not at the end yet. They say there have iS,ooo Hantwerians been 

* disposed of at Static' (Convention of Klostcr-Zeven). ^Thnt is noe 

* small matter. I can hope V. Richelieu' (who is when 

I write to himself) ‘ will adorn Ms head with the laurels they have 

* stuck in his pocket. I wish Monsieur your Son alniBdance of hon- 
‘ our and glory without wounds, «ind to yon, Madame, unalterable 

* health. The King of Pnis&ii lias written me a very touching Letter' 
(one line of which we have read); *but I have always Madame Denis's 

* adventure on my heart,' at Frankfurt yonder. ' If I were well, 1 
' would take a run to Frankfurt myself on the business,'--^now that 
Soubise's reserves are in those pa^ and could give Freytag and 
Schmidt sucli a dusting for me, if liked 1 ShalUI write to Collint 
on it? Does write, and again write, the second year hence, as still 
better chances rise.^ 

3^ Wilkflmina to Voltaire a^ain^ xvitk Answer (Second of the Prose 
Pieces).—Not a very realous friend of Friedrich’s, after all, (his Vol¬ 
taire ! Poor Wilhclmina, terrified by that Kptire of her Brother's, and 
his fixed puq)osc of seeking Death, has, in her despair (though her 
Letter is lost), been urging Voltaire to write dissuading him;—os Vol¬ 
taire docs. Of which presently. Her Letter to Voltaire on this thrice* 
important subject is lo<«t. But in the very hours while Voltaire sal 
writing what we have just read, ‘always with Madame Denis’s adven* 
ture on my heart,’ Williclmino, at Baircuth, is again writing'to him as 
follows: 

Baireuikf ttih September 1757 (To Vobmre), — *\wx Letter has 
‘ sensibly touched me; that which you addressed to me for the King* 
(both Letters lost to us) ‘ has produced the some effect on him. I 

* hope you will be satisfied with his Answer as to what concerns your- 

‘ seif; but you will 1)e as liule so os X am with the relations he has 
‘ formtd. I had flattered myself that your if flections would inake 
‘ some impression on Iiis mi^. You will see the contrary by Uie 
‘ Letter adjoined. ^ 

‘ To me there remaimt nothing but to follow his destiny if it t$ 

* unfortunate. I have never piqued myself on being a philosopher ; 

‘ though I have made my efforts to l)ecomc so. The sAall progress 
‘ I made did teach me to despite grandeurs and richest but I could 

* never find in philosophy any cure for the wounds of the heart, except 

* that of getting done wi^ our miseries by ceasing to live* The state 

W Id 4i Vottairt^ IxadL $$,S6. 

^ Oilini, pp. (‘J&ouaiy-'lUy 
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* I am in is wooe than death. I see the greatest litan of his age, my 

* Brother,fnend, reduced to the fllghrfulest extremity. I hcg my 

* whole Family exposer! to dangers and ]>ciliap>b deKtruituNi; my native 
‘ Country lorn by pitiless enemies; the Country where I am’ (Reichs 
Army, Au^pach, what not) * menaced by perhaps similar mis%tUQe. 

* Would to Hcavw 1 were alone lonricd with all (he miseries 1 have 

* described you I 1 would sufler them, and with dimness. 

‘ Pardon these details. You invite me, by the part you take in 
' what regards me, to open my hesft toVnu. Alas, liopc is wclluigh 
‘ banished from iL Fortune, when she changes, is as constant in her 
‘ persecutions as in her (avourv History full of those examples 
‘ but 1 have found none equal to the one w e now see; nor any War as 
‘ inhuman and as cruel among civilised nations. You would sigh if 
‘ you knew the sad situation of (icrmany and J^reussen. The cruelties 
‘ which the RussLins commit in that latter Country make nature shud- 
‘ dcr.** How happy you in your Hermitage; where you repose on 

* your laurels, and can philosopbia. with a cabn mind onehc deliriums 

* of men I 1 wifl^ou all the happiness imaginable. If Fortune ever 
‘ favour us again, count on all my gratitude. 1 will never forget the 

* marks of attacbmott which you have given; my sensibility is your 

* warrant; I am never half-ond'half a friend, and I shall always be' 
‘ wholly so dt Brother Voltaire.—WiLUELStiNA. 

‘ Many compliments to Hadome Denis. Continue, I pray you, to 
‘ write to the King.’® 

Voliaire to IVilhclmina (Day uncertain: The Deliccty Sffimher 
1757),—* Madam, my heart is touched more than ever by the goodness 

* and the confidence your Royal Highness deigns to show* me. How 
‘ can I be bur melted by emotion I I see that it is solely your noble- 

* ness of soul that renders you unhappy. 1 feel myself bom to be 

* attached with idolatry to superior and sympathetic minds, who think 

* like you. 

‘ You know how much I have always, essentially and at heart, been 

* attached to the King your Brother. The more my old age is Iron- 

* quiJ, and come to renounce everything, and make my retreat b(‘rc a 

* home and*country, the mote am I devoted to that Philosopher-King. 
‘ 1 write nothing to hig;i but what I think from the bottom of myjicart, 
‘ nothing that 1 do not think most true; and if my Letter’ (diN.sua.sive 
of seeking Death; wait, reader) ‘ appears to your Royal Highness to 
‘ be suitable,* I you to protect it with him, as you have done the 

* foregoing. 

4*. Frie^ckto Wtlhelrmnoy ond^by otitiHpoHon^ /tor ^nnoer [Third 
of the Prose Pieces}.—* mar Erfnrt^ rjih Scptcmhtr 1757. 

< .^My dearest Sister, I find no other consolation but in your precious 

* Letter^. May Heaven reward so much virtue and such heroic senti- 

* pents I 

a Details, herribU but authentic, ia HildfH- 0 '€ 9 cMi?Atip already oted. 

9 In H, X97-ro9; Invii 57. ® Ih Ixxvil 37,39. 
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* Since I wrote last to jou» my misfortones have gone on &c« 

* cumlatii^. It ^eems as though Destiny would discharge alVits M'rolh 

* and fary upon the |>oor Country which I had to rale over. The 
‘ Swedes have entered Pommern, The French, after liavmg concluded 
‘ a Neiitralify liuiniliating to the King of England anil themselves* 
(Kloster-Zeven, which we know),^^ are in full march upon lialbersUdt 

* and Magdeburg. From Preussen I am in doily expecUttoa of hear- 

* ing of a battle having been fo^hl: the proportion of combatants being 

* SKjOoo against 80,000' (was fought, Oross jagersdorf, 30th August, 
aivi lost accordingly). *'rhe Austrian^ have marched into Silesia, 
' whither the Prince of Bevera follows them. I have advanced this 

* way to fall upon the corps of the allied Army; which has run^ofT, 

* and intrenched itself, behind Kiscnach, amongst hills, whither to fel- 

* low, still more to attack them, all rules of war forbid. The moment 
' I retire towards Saxony, this whole swarm will he upon my heels. 

* Happen what may, I am iletcrminod, at all risks, to fall upon what* 
^ ever corpv ol the enemy ap|>roachc*^«..c nearest. I bhall even bless 
‘ Heaven for its mercy, If it grant me the favour to diVbword in hand. 

* Should this hope fail me, you will allow that it would be too bard 
‘ to crawl at the feet of a company of traitors, to whom succensltil 

* crimes have given the advantage to prescribe the law to me. How, 

* my dear, my incomparable Sister, how could I lepreiS fedinga of 

* vengeance and of resentment against all my neighliours, of whom 

* there ib not one who did not accelerate my closmlall, and will not 

* share In our spoils? ilow cm a Prince survive his State, the glory 
' of his Country, his own icputaUon? A Bavarian Elector, in his non- 
' age* (Son of the late poor Kaiser, and left shipwrecked in his sevcO' 
teenth year), ' or rather in a sort of subjection to his Ministers, and 

* dull to the biddings of honour, may give him^f up as a slave to the 

* impelJpus domination of the House of Austria, and kiss the hand 

* whicli opprcsbcxi his Father: I panlon it tohi^ youth and his ineptitude. 

* But is that the example for me to follow? No, dear Sister, you tliink 
' too nobly to give me such mean {/dcA^) advice. Is Lilicrty, that pte*^ 

* dou> prerogative, to be less dear to a Sovereign in die eighteenth 
‘ century than il was to Roman Patricians of old? And where is it 

* said,«• that. Brutus and Cato should carry mojiranimity farther than 
^ Princes and Kings? Firmness consists in reUsting misfortune: but 

* only cowards submit to the yoke, bear patiently their chaiiu, and 

* support oppression tranquilly. Never^ my dear Sister* could I re« 
‘ solve upon such ignominy.*— 

Mf 1 had followed only my own incUnalions, I should have ended 

* it (/> Sftvh dipichf) at once, after that unfortunate Battle which I 

* lost. But I felt Azt this would be weakness, and that it behoved me 

* to repair the evil which had happened. My attachment to the State 

* awoke; I said to myself, It is not in seasons of prosperity that it is 

* rare to And defeiders, but in adversity. I made it a ^hU of hosioiif 

* with myself to redress oB that had got out of square; in whU^ I was 
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* not iiDsttCc6silu^ not even in the Lansitz* (after those ZUtaa dUasters) 

^ last of alh Hut no sooner hod I hasftn&l this way to face new #i)e- 

* mics, than Winterfeld waa beaten and killed near Gorlitz, than the 

* Frencl^entered the heart of my States, than the Swedes blockaded 

* Stettin. Kow there in nothing effective left for me to do: theae are 

* too utany enemfes. Were I even Ic^ succeed in beating two armies, 
1 ^* thethiid w 9 utd crush tne. The enclosed Note* (in cipher] ‘ will sliow 

‘ you what I am still at>0Qt to try: it is t^e bst attempt. 

^ The gratitu^Ie, the lender alTccteon, which 1 fed towanis you, that 

* friendship, true os the hiUs, constrains me to deal openly with you. 

* No, divine Sister, I shall conceal nothing from yon that 1 intend 

* to do; aQ my thonglits, all my resolutions shAll be open and known 

* to yon in time. I will precipitate nothing: but also it will be im- 

* possible for me to change my sentiments.’ 

'.As for yoii, my incomparable Sister, 1 Iiave not the heart to turn 

* yon from your resolves. We think alike, and I cannot condemn in 

' you the sentiments which I dsN^* cotertaiu I^fc* h.u> been 

* ^ven to u^ M benefit: when it ceases to be such’—I ' I have no> 

* body Idft in this world, to attach me to it, but you. My fiicnds tbc 

* relations 1 loved most, are in the grave; in short, I have lost cverj** 

' thing. If take the resolution which 1 have taken, we uud to« 

' gdher our mtsfortuues and our unhappiness; and it will be the turn 

* of them who remain in this world, to provide for the concerns failing 
' to theif charge, and to bear the weight which has Iain on us so long. 

‘ These, my i^orable Sister, are sad roflet'iions, but suitable to my 

* present condition. 

The day before yesterday I was at Gotha* (yes, see above 
and tomorrow, if I Imew it, Scidlitz with pictorial effects will be 
there)* ® • 

* But it is time to end this long, dreary Letter; which treats almost 
‘ of nothing hut my own afluirs. I have haxl some leisure, and have 

* used it to open on you a heart filled with admiration and gratitude 
‘ towards you. Yes, my adorable Sister, if Providence lrouble<l itself 

* about human aflkirs, you ought to be the hap])iest person in ihe Unt* 
' verse. Your not being such, confinus me in the sentiments expressed 
' at the and of my Efin. In conclusion, believe that 1 adora you, 

' and that I would give my life a thousand tirae^ to serve you. Thc^e 

* are the Sentiments which will animate me to the la^t breath of my 

* life; being,^my beloved Sister, ever*—Your—F. 3 * 

WUheUdmU anticipation, as we ^id: written ‘ 15th 

September/ while Friedrich was dining at (^otlia, in quest of Sotd)i«ie. 

< Beirmth^ x^h Septmher 1757. My dearest Brother, your letter 
^ and the one you wrote to Voltaire, my dear Brother, have abnost 

* killed me, What iatal reiolutiotis, great God! Ah, my dear Urather, 
< you say you love met aod you drive a dagger into my heart. Vour 

* Sfttrtf which I did receive, made me shed rivers of tears. I am uow 

^ (Exhmf xxviL t, 303*907* 
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* ashamed of such weakness. misfortune would so great’ in the 
t&suf, there alluded to, ' that I sL'ould find worthier resources^than tears. 

* Your lot shall be mine: I will not survive either your misfortunes or 

* those of (he House I belong to. You may calculate that su^b is my 
‘ finn^soliuion. 

' But, after this avowal, alla^v me to entreat you to look bock at 
' what was the pitiable state of year Enemy when j^u lay^before Fnig!^* 

* It is the sudden whirl of Fortune for both parties. The like can^ 

* occur again, when one is lei^t expecting it ,Cassar was the dave of 

* pirates; and he become the ma.ster of the world. A great genius 

* like yours finds resources even when all is lost; and it is impossible 
’ (his frenzy can continue. My heart bleeds to think of the poor souls 

* in Preussen’ (Apraxin and his Christian Cossacks there,—who, it is 
noted, far excel the Calmuck worshippers of the DalabLama). * What 

* horrid barbarity, the detail of cruelties that go on there! I feel all 

* that you fed on it, my dear Brother. I know your heart, and your 
‘ sensibility fjr your subjects. s. a 

* 1 suffer a thousand limes more than I can teU^you; nevertheless 

* hope does not abandon me. I received your Letter of the 14th by 
^ W.’ (who W. is, no mortal knows). * ^^at kindness to think of 

* me, who have nothing (0 give you but a useless affection, which is 

* so richly repaid by youn ! 1 am obliged to finish; but' 1 ^ali never 

* cease to be, wirh the most profound respect {Ms-fre/ond respectt'*— 
that, and something still better, if my poor pen were not embairassed), | 

* your’— WiLKELUlNA. 

5®. Friedrich's Response to the Dissuasives of Foliaire (Last of the 
Lamentation-Psalms: * Buttstadt, October 9th’).—Voltaire’s Dissuadve 
l./ettcr is a poor Piece not worth giving here. Remarkable only by 
Friedrich’s quiet reception of it; which readers shall now see, as Finis 
to those Lamentation-Psalms. There is another of them, widely known, 
which we will omit: the FpUre to lyArgonsF* passionate enough, 
wandering wildly over human life, and sincere almost to shrillness, in 
parts; which Voltaire has also got hold of. Omissible here; the fixity 
of purpose b^g plain otherwise to Voltaire and us. Voltaire’s coun- 
ter-aigumcnts are weak, or worse: ^That Ko^an death is not now 

* expected ofdhe Philobopher; that your Majesty will, in the worst 
^ event, stUl have considerable Dominions left, all that your Great-Grand- 

* &tber had; still plenty of resources; that, in Paris Sociisty, an eatim- 

* able minority even now thinks highly of you; that In Paris itself 
^ your Majesty’ (does not say expressly, as dethroned sad going on 
your travels) ‘would have resourcesP To which beautiful cortsiaera- 
tions Friedrich answers, not with fire and brimstone, as one might have 
dreaded, but in tUs quiet manner {Rfponse au Sicur Voltaire) : 

w (t\%tvrei de Feiiaire, lurii 89^3 Dtlkest early b September 173^1 HO 
dategivefil. 

A u (Rmru de Fridirie, ail (’ Eriuit, syd September syif*)* 



22t 


Chftp.vit FRIEDRICH IN THtTRINGEN. 

iflb 8^*ioib Oct >757. 

^ fMu Afimmtf iltufii, €t nip9Hr la 

* Akx rigui^rs an ma caiutance.^ 

' But witli these sentiments, 1 am &r mm condemning Cato and ^tho. 

* The latter had no fine moment in his life, except that of his death.' 
(Break^off into Vene:) 

* Cfvyfz fm 

* Et paritnUur foutme lui, 

** Mf caaUntani dm nictitairt^ 

* yt vtmU v^iigtr lajartunt Ught/^^Or, 

to wring the water and the jingle gut ot it, and give the substance in 
Prose: 

* Yes, if I were Voltaire and a private man, I could with much 

* composure leave Fortune to her w*hirlings and her plungings; to me, 
' contented with the needful, her mad caprices and sudden topsy-lurvy* 

* ingt would be amusing rather than tremendous. 

' 1 know the ennui attending on honours, (Im burdensome duties, 

* the jargon of grinning flatterers, those pittabilities of every kind, those 

* details of littl eness , with wb*elB/ou have to occupy yourself if set on 

* high on the of things. Foolish glory has no charm for me, 

* though a Poet and King: when once Atropos has ended me forever, 

' what will the uncertain honour of living in the Temple of Memory 

* avail ? One moment of practical happiness is worth a thousand years 
' of imagina^ in such Temple.—Is the lot of high people so very 
^ sweet, then? Pleasure, gentle ease, true and hearty mirth, have al* 

* ways fled from the great and their peculiar pomps and labours. 

* No, it is not fickle Fortune that has ever caused my sorrows; 

* let her smile her blandest, let her frown her fiercest on me, I should 
^ sleep every night, refusing her the least worship. But our respective 

* conations are our law; we are bound and commanded to shape our 

* temper to the employment we have undertaken. Voltaire in his 
‘ hermitage, in a Country where is honesty and safety, can devote him- 

* self in peace to the life of the Philosopher, as Plato has described 

* it. But as to me, threatened with shipwreck, I must consider how, 

* looking the tempest in the face, I can think, can live and can die as 

* a King: 

* Ppur dn naMfrase, 

* Jt dnt, tn ajffrcniani Ctrrag^, 

' rnutr^^ivrt 4 i meurit m • 

This is of October 9th; this ends, worthily, the Lamenta- 
tion-Psalm^; work having now tomed-up, which is a favour¬ 
able change. Friedrich’s notion of suicide, we perceive, is by 
no means of puldng-up one's existence, in the weak sick 
way oi/th de sej but, fer different, that of dying, if he needs 
must, as seems too likely, in uttermost spasm of battle for 
self and rights to the last. From which latter notion nobody 

' I am a sum, asd tbctdbrc bom to sufler; to 4 etua/i rigours ay steadfait- 

* ficu must correspcnd«*«-Quouuioa firoa 1 koov uot whom. 

w <4. 
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can turn him. ^ A valiantly defmite. lucid and shiningly prac¬ 
ticed soul,—vrith such a p^wcr of always expectorating him¬ 
self into dearness again. If he do frankly wager his life in 
that manner, beware, ye Soubises, Karls and flaccid trivial 


persdns, of the stroke that ijiay chance to lie in him I— 


III. RitffHfur of an Itiroad on Berlin suddenly s/ts Friedrichm 
on March thither: Inroad takes Effect^—with important 
ResidtSy chiffiy in a le/idiBnd Form. 


October 1 ith, express arrived, important express from Ge¬ 
neral Finck (who is m Dresden, convalescent from Kolin, and 
is even Commandant there, of anything there is to command), 
**That the considerable Austrian Brigade or Outpost, which 
was left at Stolpen when the others went for Silesia, is all on 
march for“Bcrlin/' Here is ^ ‘"The whole 15,000 of 
them," report adds;—though it proved to BF'bnly a Detach¬ 
ment, picked Tolpatches mostly, and of nothing like that 
strength; shot^oif, under a swift General Haddidc, on this 
errand. Between them and Berlin is not a vestice oi force ; 
and Berlin itself has nothing but palisades, and perhaps a 
poor 4,000 of garrison. •' March instantly, yoa Moritz, who 
lie nearest; cross Elbe atTorgau ; I follow instantly I" orders 
Friedrich —and that same night is on march, or has cavalry' 
pushed ahead for reinforcement of Moritz. 

Friedrich, not doubting but there would be captaincy and 
scheme among his Enemies, considered that the Swedes, and 
perhaps the Richelieu French, were in concert with this Aus¬ 
trian movement, —from cast, from north, from west, three In¬ 
vasions coming on the core of his Dominions;—and that here 
at last was work ahead, and plenty of it I That was Fried- 
Ticb's opinion, and most other people's, when the Austrian in- 
rooQ was first heard of: ^*merc triple ruintomingto this King," 
as the Gazetteers judged;—great alarm prevailiqg among the 
King’s friends; in Berlin, very great. Friedrich^glad. at any 
rate, to have done with that dismal lingering at ButtelsBidt, 
hastens to arrange himself for the new contir^etv^ies; to post 
his Keiths, his Ferdinands, with their hand^s of force, to 
best advantage; and push ahead after Moritz, by Leipzig* 
Torgau, Berlin-wards, with all his might At Lripzig, ia such 
press* of business and interest,—judge by the fidlowi^ pbt* 
nomenon, what a clear-going soul this Is, and bow completely 
^ Hk JAcMAge to Monts, OrUeJt p. nt KOdo&^eek, p, m (dubious or wrooc). 

I . 
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on ^ level vith ivhatever it may be that he^is marching to- 
wards: * ' ♦ • 

* M/gff, 15*4 Cktoher 1757 (Interview \^ilh Gotlfiched.)“At ii 
^ thh morning, Majesty came marching into Leipzig; multitudes of 
‘ tilings to settle there; things reac^, things not ycl ready, fa view 
^ of the great events ahead. Seeing that he would have time after 

, * dinner, h^at once sent for Professor GoUsched, a gigantic gentle* 

^ man, K.eignlng King of German Literature for the time being, to 

* come to him at 3 P.kt. Rcignidg King at that time; since gone 

* wholly to the Dustbins,—Popular Delusion,” as old Samuel de« 

* Anes it, having since awakened to itself, with scornful hahas upon 
MtB poor Gnttsebed, and ru&hcd into other roads worse and better; 
' its poor GotUched become a name now signifying Pedantry, Stu- 
^ pidity, learned Inanity and the Worship of Coloured Water, to 
^ every Gecinati mind. 

* At 3 precise, the portly old gentleman (towan^s sixty now, 

' btige of siatuj&g^ith a voice, and speaks uncommonly fast) 

^ bowed himseiMn; and a Colloquy ensued, on Literature and so 
^ forth, of the kind we may conemve. Colloquy which had great 
' fame in the world; Gottsched himself havii^^,—huch the inaccuracy of 
' rumour aq^ Dutch Newspapers, on the matter,—published authentic 
^ Report of it now cme of the dullest hiu of reading, and worth 

* no man’s bit of time. CoUo<juy wliich lasted three hours, with the 

* greatest vivacity on both adch; King impugning, for one ptincipal 

* thing, the roughness of Geimaii speech; iioUscbcil, in swiA tor- 

* rents (for too copious in such comjuny), ready to defend. ^'Tliose 

* consonants of ours,” said the King, ^*they afflict one’s car: what 

* Names we have; oU in mere and f% \ Kuaf^y Knif^^ Klop—y 

* ATWe—, Krok— j—your own Nome, for example!”’—Yes, his ow'n 
Name, unmusical OotUr^Af, and signifying O^’s-Damage (God’s* 
skaith) withal, '’llusht, don’t take a iioIyNamc in vain; call the 
man SeJud (^Damage* by itself), can’t we!” said a wit once."— 

* “ Five consonants together, iUehy iUchy whnt a tone!” continued 

* the King. “Hear, in contrast, the music of this Stanza of Rous- 
^ seau’s” (Repeats a stanza). “ Who could express that in German 
‘ with such melody ?♦ And wo on; branching tlirougb a greaf many 
‘ provinces; King’s knowledge of all Literature, new and ancient, 

* “perfectl^^astonishing to me;” and I myself, the swifL-speaking 

* Gottsched, rathtt copious than otherwise. Catastrophe, and sum* 

* mary of the whole, was: Gottwcbed undertook to translate the Rous- 
^ seau StanA into German of moderate softness; and by the aid of 

* water did so, that very nigbl;*’ sent it next day, and had “within 

* VI hour” a gnnous Royal Answer in verse; calling one, incident* 

»ally, “Saxon Swan, Cygne though one is such a Goose! 

Next Year, in a pHamal MoyasDe, with runise hlrned: given in 

Httdfn-Gttc^UhUt iv. 798-391 with multifarious commentaries and flouiLhings, de« 
fiodag on auentive world). KlcobL iii. 886*090. 

W Nicolai, AmikdiUny ai. aly* CqpUd duly la HtltUndaff^kity iv. 798, 
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* Majesty to mirch at 7 tomoiroir mornings** said a Postscript*—* 

* no^jntcrviewing more, at present 

* About ten day^ after' (not to let tbis thing intern^ us again), 

‘ Friedrich, on his return to Leipzig, hod Another Interview wi^ 
‘ Gottsebed; of only one honr^ this times-**but with many t<^ics$ 
‘ Keadiug of some Gottsefaed C^e [pdt^ very tedious, frothy, watery, 

^ oflkanks to Majesty for such goodness to the Saxon 'Swan; road* 

* ing, too, of some of Madam Gotisched's Pieces*'). Majesty con- 
^ fessed afterwards, Every hour ftom the very first had lower^ his 
' opinion of the Saxon Swan, till at length Goosehood became too 

* apparent. Friedrich sent him a gold snuffbox by and by, but had 

* no farther dialoguing. 

^ A saying of Excellency Mit^elPs to Gottsched,*^or Gottsched, 

* on that second Leipzig opportunity, went swo&liing about among 
^ tliG King’s Suite as well,—i^ still remembered. They were talking 
‘of Shaksptnrc: “Genial, tf you will,” said Gottsched, ‘‘but the 
‘ Laws of Aristotle; Five Acts, uniti^ smUl”—*yi*tolle? What 
‘ is to hinder n man from making his Tragedy in Ten acU, If it 
‘ suit him belter?" “Impossible, your Excellency 1 **—“ Pooh," said 

* his Excellency; “suppose Arislutlc, and general Fashi^ too, had 
^ ordered that the clothes of every man were to be cut S'^om five ells 

* of cloth: how would the Ilctr Professor like" (with these huge 
‘ limbs of his) “if he found there were no breeches for him, on Aris- 

* totlc’s account?" Adieu to Uuttsched; most voluminous of men;— 

* who wrote a Grammar of the German I^anguage, which, they say, 

* did good. 1 remember always his poor Wife with some pathos; 

‘ who was a fine, graceful, loyal creature, of ten times his intelligence; 

* and did no end of writing anJ translating and compiling (Addison’s 
‘ CatOf Addison’s Spectator^ thou.xmds of things from all languages), 

‘ on order of her Gottsch^, till life itself sank in such enterprises; 

* never doubting, tragically faithful soul, but her GotUched was an 

* authentic Seneschal of Pheebos and the 

Monday 17th, at seven, his Majesty pushed-oiTaccordingly; 
cheery he in the prospect of work, wlutever his friends in the 
dista^ice be. Here, from Eilenburg, bis ^teX stage Torgau*way, 
are a Fair of Letters in notable contrast. 

Wilhelmina to the King (on rumour of Haddick^swoln into 
a Triple Invasion, Austrian, Swedish, French). 

Bairetub, ‘ 15th October t757« 

‘ My dearest Brother, —Death and a thousand torments could 

^ not equal the frightful state I am in. There run reports that moke 

^ H<r Lfiifrtt collected by a fiuqriving Lady*Friead, ' BrUff d$r Lmiu 
yikioHe GcUmM, bora ATMMMt (Dresden, 1771*1779, 3 voU. Svn / 
J should Sttppeoe, the oaly Gottsched Piece which anybody would aw thuai 
ofnadiag. 
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‘ me shadder. Slme say joa are wounded ; othefc, dangerously ill. 

* In yaitt fcave I t\nnented myself have news of you; I ca« get 

* none. Oh» my dear Brother, come what may, I will not survive 

* you. , If I am to continue tn this frightful uncertaii^ty, 1 cannot 

* stand it; I shall sink under it, and then 1 shall be happy. liave 
' been on the point of sending you % courier; but' (environed as we 

^aie) ' I dursi not. In the name of God, bid somebody write me one 

* word. 

* I know not what I have wptlen; my heart is tom iu pieces; 

* I feel that by dint of disquietude and alarms I am losing my wits. 

* Oh, my dear, adorable Brother, have pity on me. Heaven grant 

* 1 be mistaken, and that you may scold me; but the least thing that 

* concerns you pierces me to the heart, and alarms my aficction too 

* much. Might 1 die a thousand times, provided you lived and were 

* happy 2 

* I can say no more. Grief chokes me; and I can only repeat 
‘ that your fate sha Hrs ywrai being, my dear Brother, your— 

• • WiLHKLMINA.’ 

What a shrill penetrating tone, like the wildly-vveq)ing voice of 
Rachel; tragical, painful, gone quite to falsetto and above pitch; 
but with » mel^y in its dissonance like the singing of the stars. 
My poor shrill Wi^elminal— 

to Wilhelmina (has not yet received the Above). 

* Eilenbur^, i7ih October X757* 

' My dbarest Sister,—W hat is the good of pliilosophy unless 
« one employ it in the disagreeable moments of life? It is then, my 

* dear Siuer, that courage a^ hrmness avail us. 

'1 am nowin motion; and having once got into that, you may 
^ calculate I shall not think of sitting down again, except under im« 

* proved omens. If outrage irritates even cowards, what will it do 

* to hearts that have courage? 

* I foresee 1 shall not be able to write again for perhaps six weeks: 
^ which fails not to be a sorrow to me: but I entreat you to be calm 
« during these turbo^t affairs, and to wait with patience tho^onth 

* December; paying no regard to the Numbeig Newspapers nor 

* to those of the Reich, which are totally Austrian. 

* I am tBed as a dog {comnte un ckien). I embrace you with my 

* iriiole heart; b^ing with the most perfect affection [tendressc)y my 
‘ dearest Suter, youri—F riedrich. 

* * {tU some other hour, same flare ami day.) possi* 

* bility of Peace,say your accounts’ (Letter lost); * “the French 

* won't hear my name mentioned.” Well; from me they shall uol 

* forth^. The way will be, to speak to them by action, so that they 

* nu^ repent their Impertinences and pride. 

^ eSuorte de Fridirki axviL u 3oS, 309,3x0. 
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The Haddiof: afT&ir, after ail the rumour ^aitt it, proved fo 
be a very small matter. NotSwede or Richelj^ubhad dreamt of 
codperatiog; Haddidc, in the end, was scarce 4,000 with four 
cannon; General Rochow, Commandant.of Berlin, v^tb his 
smalU' garrison, had not Haddick skilfully' slidden through 
woods, and been so magnified by rumour, might have marched 
out, and beaten a couple of Haddicks. As it was, Haddick» 
skilfully emerging, at the Silesian Gate of Berlin, 16th Oc¬ 
tober, about eleven in the morning, demanded ransom of 
300,000 thalers (45,000/.); was refused; began shooting on 
the poor palisades, on the poor drawbridge there; 'at the 
third shot brought down the drawbridge;’ rushed into the 
suburb; and was not to be pushed out again by the weak 
party Rochow sent to try it. Rochow, ignorant of Haddick's 
force, marched off thereupon for’ S£«u>da u with the Royal 
Family and cfTecls; leaving Iladdic^tSSfSter A the suburb, 
and Berlin to make its own bai^ain with him. Haddick, his 
Croats not to be quite kept from mischief, remained master 
of the suburb, minatory upon Berlin, for twelve houp or more: 
and after a good deal of bargaining,—ransom of 45,000/., of 
90,000/, finally of 27,000/ and ‘ two-dozen pair of gloves to 
the Empress Queen,'—made off about five in the morning; 
wind of Moritz's advance adding wings to the speed of Had¬ 
dick.®® 

Moritz did arrive next evening (i8th); but with his tired 
troops there was no catching of Haddick, now three marches 
ahead. Royal Family ana effects returned from Spandau the 
day following; but in a day or two more, removed to Magde¬ 
burg till the Capital were safe from such affronts. Much 
grumbling against Rochow. “What could I do? How could 
I know?" answered Rochow, whose eyesight indeed had been 
none of the best. Berlin smarts to the length of 27.000/ and 
an alarm; but asserts (not quite mythically, thinks Retzow), 
that “ the' two-dozen pair of gloves were all gloves for the left 
hand,"—Berlin having wit, and a touch of absinthe in it, ca¬ 
pable of such things I Friedrich beard the news ^ Annaburg, 
a march beyond Torgau; and there paused, again uncertain, 
for about a week coming; after which, he discovered that 
Leipzig would be the place; and returned thither, appointing 
a general rendezvous and concentration there. 

lltU^n-GnchichU, iv. 715-72J (Haddick’* owa Accoiuit, tad Om BnliS ew). 
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* ^hu at R^msburg^n the Ittia^tn. ^ 
Just ^hile Hlddick was sliding swiftly through the woods, 

Berlin now nigh, there occurred a thing at Regensburg; tragic 
thing, ^ut ending in farce,—Finale of Reichs-Acht, in«hort; 
—about which aU Regensburg loud, wailing or haha-ing 
according fo humour; while Berlin was paying its ransom and 
left-hand gloves. One moment’s pause upon this, though our 
haste is great. * 

' Reichs Diet bad got Its Ban of the Reich read^ for Friedrich; 

* (solemn Summons) and all else complete; nothing now wanted 
*bat to serve Citatio on him, or ^'insinuate'’ it into him, as their 
^phraseis;—which latter essential {>oint occasions some shaking ot 

* wiga« Dangerous, serving Citatio in that quarter: and bj what art 
' try to smu^ie it into the hands of such a one ? Insinuate it here 

* into hi^ Plotho'5, hand},,that is the method, and that Will suffice 

‘ say the wigsPand CiftSbse »ia unfortunate Keichs Notary, Dr. April), 
‘to do it; who, in ponderous Chancery •style, gives the following 
‘ affecting report,—wonderful, but intelligible (when abridged): 

* Citatio* to come and receive your l*an,^a very solemn^sounding 
Document, commencing (or perhaps it is April! himself that so com¬ 
mences, no matter which], “ In the Name of the Most High God, the 

'Father, Son and Holy Ghost, Amen,”—'was given, Wednesday 
1 4 th October, in the Year after Christ our dear Lord and Saviour’s 
Birth, X757 Years, To me Georgius Mathias Josephus April), sworn 
Kalserlich Notarius PubHcus; fn i^iging, first-floor fronting 
south, in Jacob Vinirohr the Innkeeper’s House here at Regensburg, 
called the Red-Star,’ for insinuation into I’lotho: 

With which boleiun Piece, Aprill proceeded next day, Thursday, 
half-past a to Ploibo’s dwclJing-place, described with equal irre- 
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frogtbllity; and, continues AprOl, ' did there, by a servant of the Herr 
i^bas^or von Plotho’s, announce myself; adding that I hod some¬ 
thing to say to his Excellency, if he would please to admit me. To 
which Che Herr Ambassador by the same servant sent answer, that he 
was ill with a cold, that I might speak to his Secretarius vihat I 
had to say. But, as I replied that my message was to his Excellenz 
in penon, the same servant came ba^ with intimation that I might 


call again ttmorrow at noon.’ 

Tomorrow, at the stroke of uoon, Friday 14th October, Apriil 
punctually ngpears again, with rcc^itulatiou of the pledge given him 
yesterday: sXd is informed th:U he can walk up stairs. ' I proceeded 
‘ thereupon, the servant going before, up one pair of stairs, or wiUi the 
' appuTtttttUcee rather more than one pair, into the Herr 

' Ambmador Freiherr von Plotho’s Ante-room; who, just as we were 
' entering] stt;^ in himself, through a ride-door; in his dressing-gown, 
< aad with the word^ Speak now what you iuve to say.” 
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* I thereupon^sUpt into his hand CitaHo and said’-^said 

at ftst nothu^, Plotho avers; ificrely mambled, lofkcft lik» some poor 
caitiff, come with Law*papers on a trifling Suit wo happen to have 
in the Courts here;—‘And onlj d^recs said (let us Scenes 

Aprilli and Plotho^ Ante^room in K^ensburg, first-floor and rather 
higher): ^ 

A^iL have lo give your Excel lens this Writing/*—(whtcJi 
privately, could your Exccllcnz guess it, is) Ciiatio FheaHs from the 
Rcichbtag, summoning his Majssty to show cause why Ban of the 
” Keich should not pa.%$ upon him His Excelleiu at first took the 
' Cuaiio and adjuncts from me; and looking into them to see what they 
^ were, his I^'xcdlenz*s Ihce began to colour, and soon after to colour 
' a little more; and on his looking attentively at Citaiio FisfoIiSf he 
' broke into violent anger and mge^ so that he could not stand stilP 

* any longer; but with burning fiioe, and both arms held alofl, rushed 

* close to me, Ciiatio and adjuncts in his right hand, and broke-out in 

* this form :* ^ 

Plotho, ‘'What; insinuate {insinuieren\ you scoundrel I” 

AprilL It is my Notarial Office; I must do it” In spite of 

* which the Freiherr von Plotho fell on me with all rage; grasped me 

* by the front of the cloak, and said: 

Plotho, ** I'ake it back, wilt thouAnd as I resisted doing so, 

* he stuck it in upon mu, and shovcti it down with all violence between 
' uiy cotit and waistcoat; and, still holding me by the cloak, called to 

* the tw o servants who had l>ec*n there, ‘‘ Fling him down stairs I”— 

^ which they, being discreet fclloa^s, and in no flurry, did not quite, 

^ uor needed quite to do ('* Must, sir, you sev, unless !*')> so forced 
^ me out of the house; Excellunz IHotho retiring through his Ante- 

* room, and bis Hody-scrvanl. who at first had l>een on the stairK, like- 

* wise disappearing as I got uadcr way/--Hind havelo report, in such 
manner, to the Universe and Keichs l 3 iet, with tears in my eyes.^ 

What became o 1 Keichs Ban aft*^ this, ask not. It fell dead by 
Friedrich's victories now at hand; rose again into life on Friedrich’^ 
misfortunes (August 17^^), thieatcning to include George Second in 
it; uj>oii which the Corptn Evan^dicornm made some counter-mum- 
bicnientand, 1 have heard, the French privately advised: “Better 
drop it; these two Kings arc capable of walking out of you, and dan¬ 
gerously kiekiiig the table over as they go F —Wherebv it ^ain fell 
(lead, positively for the last time, and, in short, is worm no mention 
or remembrance more. 


Corpus Ex ani^elUorum had always been against Rcicl s Ban: a few 
Dissentients, or llaif-Dissentients excepted,—as Meeklenbui^ wholly 
and with a will; foolish Anspoch wholly; and the Anbalts hashing 
some disbcnt, and retracting it (why, I never knew);—for wfaidi Meek- 
lenhutg and the Anbalts, lying within dutch of one, had to rqient 
bitterly in the years coming 1 Enough of all that. 

^ Preuis, a 397-401: in HfidifhCisMckU, tv. 745-9, Plotho's Aceouati 
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*rhe HaddicV invasion, which^bad got its Jlovcs. left-ljr^nd 
*)r not, and lof its road^xpenses, brought another consc^ 
quence much more important on fer-contra side. The tii- 
umphiifg, U^umAxig and jubilation over it,—"HisMct^poIis 
captured; Royal Family in flight reraised theDauphinessAm^N. 
and especially Vei^ailles, into such enthusiasm, that Dauphmes^ 
^amc bodily out (on order from Versailles); spread over the 
Country, plundering and insulting beyond example; got hci- 
self reinforced by a 15,000 from the Richelieu Army; crossed 
the Saale; determined on talcing Leipzig, beating Fricdnch, 
and I know not what. Keith, in Leipzig with a small Party, 
had summons from Soubise's vanguard (October 24th): Keith 
answered, He would burn the suburbs ;-^upon which, said van« 
guard, hearing of Friedrich’s advent withal, took itself rapidly 
away. And^oubij^'^nd it would fain have recrossed Saale, I 
have underi>tood, had not Versailles been peremptory. 

In a word, Friedrich arrived at Leipzig October 36th; Fer¬ 
dinand, Moritz and all the others coming or already come: and 
there is something great just at hand Friedrich’s stay in Leip¬ 
zig was only four days. Cheering prospect ot work now ahead 
here;—add to this, assurance from Preussen that Apraxm i'^ 
fairly going home, andLehwald coming to look after the Swedes. 
Were it not that there is bad news from Silesia, things gener¬ 
ally are beginning to look up. 

Of the hour spent on Gottsched, in these four days, we ex¬ 
pressly take no notice farther; but there was another visit much 
less conspicuous, and infinitely more important: that of a cer¬ 
tain Hanoverian Graf von Schulenburg, not in red or with 
plumes, like a Major-General as he was, but the black 
suit of a Country Parson,”—coming, in that unnoticeable 
guise, to inform Friedrich officially, ‘‘That the Hanoveyans 
and Majesty of England have resolved to renounce the Con¬ 
vention of Kloster-Zeven; to bring their poor Stade Army into 
the field ag^n; and do now request him, King Friedrich, to 
grant them Duke Ferdinand of Brunswick to be General of the 
same.^ • 

Here is an unnoticcable message, of very high moment in- 

* MsttvSton. L Wesnhileo, I. 3x3: udhtinct both, dnd with slight vrtri- 
ttioQS. UUoheU Pd&ert (ia miush MufteumX hk«wi>e indisiiact: Additional M<is. 

Pp 9 ^ V Holdero«t^ to Mitchell/ doubtleu on Pit/5 iuKtigrauon, 

* loih October 1757,' u the it»-Wo days before Royal Kighneu ant 

hooM iroA Sude); Me tb. pp. a 4 i*a 5 a. 
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deed. To which Friedrich, eJready prepared^ gj^^es ^is cheer¬ 
ful consent; nominations and practic^ities to /oUow, the instant 
these present hurries are oven Who it was that had pr^ared 
all thit, whose suggestion it first was, Friedrich*s, MitcbelVs, 
George’s, Pitt's, 1 do not kVow,—I cannot help suspecting 
Pitt; Pitt and Friedrich together. And certainly bi alUiving« 
men, Ferdinand,—related to the English and Prussian royal- 
ties, a soldier of approved excellence, and likewise a noble- 
minded, prudent, patient and invincibly valiant and steadfast 
man,—was, beyond comparison, the fittest for this office. Pitt 
IS now fairly in power; and perceives,—such Pitt’s originality 
of view,—that an Army tutfA a Captain to it may differ beau¬ 
tifully from one without. And in fact wc may take this as the 
firbt twitch, at the reins, on Pitt’s part; whose delicate strong 
hand, all England running to it with onmSart, be felt at 
the ends of the earth before many months go. To the great 
and unexpected joy of Friedrich, for one. ** England has taken 
long to produce a great man,” he said to Mitchell;/'but here 
is one at lastT 


CHAPTER Vin. 

BATTLE OP UOSSBACm 

Friedkicii left Leipzig Sunday October 30th: encamped^ 
that night, on the famous Field of Lutzen ; with the vangnard, 
he (as usual, and Mayer with him, who did some brisk smidng- 
home of what French there were); Keith and Duke Ferdinand 
following, with main body and rear. 

Movements on the Soubise-Hildburghausen part are all re- 
trogmde again ;—can Dau phi ness BcUon^, do notbiAg, then, 
except shtUtle forwards and then backwards acconliTig to 
Friedrich's absence or presence? The Soubisc-Hi l^burg hausen 
Army docs immediately withdraw on this occasion, as on the 
former; and mokes for the safe side of the Saale a^n, rapidly 
retreating before Friedrich, who is not above oifi to two of 
them,—more like one to three, now that firogli&’s Detachment 
is come to hand. Broglio got to Merseburg October a6tb,— 
guess 15.OQQ strongconsiderably out of repair, aad to 
have done with such a march, and be within reach of Soubise. 
This is the Second Son of our old Blusterous Friend $ a man 
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wha came to some mark, and to a great deal cf trouble, in this 
War; and en^ec) readers know ^ow, at the Siege of the f^as* 
tille thirty-two years afterwards i 

So*$oon as re^cd, Broglie, by order, moves lefiw^ds to 
Halle, to guard Saalc Bridge tliere; Soubisc himseh edging 
after him ^ Merseburg, on a similar errand; and leaving 
^ildburghauscn to take charge ol Wcissenfels and the Third 
Saale Bridge.That is Daiiphiness's posture while Friedrich 
encamps at Lutsen:—let impatient human nature fix these three 
places for itself, and hasten to the catastrophe Oi wretched 
Dauphiness. Soubise, it ought to be remembered, is not in 
the highest spirits; but his Officers in over-high, Doing this 
//ftV Marqnis <U Brandebourg the honour to have a kind o( 
War with him {de lui faire une esphi de guerre)'' as they term 
it. Being gjjffed-pj,„with general vanity, and the*newspaper 
rumour about Haddick's feat,—^which, like the gloves it got, is 
going all to left-hand in this way. Hildburgliauscn and the 
others overrule Soubise; and indeed there is no remedy; 
** Provision almost out;—how retreat to our magazines and 
our fastnesses, with Friedrich once across Saale, and sticking 
to the skirts of us T' Here, from eye-witnesses where possible, 
are the successive steps of Dauphiness towards her doom, 
which is famous in the world ever since. 

* Monday 31st October 1757/ as the Town-Syndic of 
Wcissenfels records, < about eight in the morning,^ the King of 
Prussia, with his whole Army' (or what seemed to us the 
whole, though it was but a half; Keith with the other half 
being within reach to northward, marching Merseburg way), 
^ came before this Town.' Has been here before ; as Keith 
has, as Soubise and others have: a town much agitated lately 
by transit of troops. It uas from the eastern, or high land¬ 
ward side, where ftc so-called Castle is, that Friedrich came: 
Castle built originally on some White Crag {Weisse 
not now cohspicuous), from which the town and whilom Duchy 
mke their name. 

^ We hsffo often heard of Weis^fds while the poor old drunken 

* Duke lived, ySo used to be a Sutter of Wilbelmina's, liable to hard 

* ttiftget and have marched through it, with the Salzburgers, in peaco- 

* able times. A solid pleasant-enough little place (6,000 souls or so); 

• PhiB, eudofvoL 

I MflUer, iei (* a Ca&uaary Piece,' Berip, 1837,—coottiiufiff 

•eversi cuiiooi Extracts), p. 44: H 4 U*H^^chtckkt it. 643,651-666. 
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* lies leaGt again^ high groxn^ (Wlute Crag^ or wfiatmr it ooce Vtis) 

‘ OR (he eastern or right bankof the Saalei a Tpw^ in part flat, in 

* part very steep; the streets of it, or main street secondaries, run- 
' ning off level enough from the River and Bridge; rising by slow 

* <li^r^‘es, but at last rapidly again&t the high ground or cliffs, just men' 

* Uoned; a stiff acclivity of street, till crown^ by the so-call^ CasUc, 

‘ the “ Augustus Burg” in those days, the Friedrich-^ilhclm Bar- 

* rack” in cuts. It was on this crown of the cliils that his Prusaiaif 

* Majesty appeared* ^ 

< Saale of good breadth here ; has done perhaps two hundred 

* miles, since he started, in the Fichtelgebi^e {^ne Mouniaiu/lf on 

* his long course £lbe-ward; received, only ten miles ago, his hut b)g 

* branch, the wide«wandcring Unstrut, comiog'in with much drainage 

* from the northern parts:—in breadth, Saale may be compared lo 

* Thames, to Tay or Beauley; his depth not fordable though nothing 

* like so deep as Thames's; main cargo visible is rafts ^ timber: 

* banks greea, definite, scant of wood: river of mther dark compleuoo, 

* mainly noiseless, but of useful pleasant quaUfll^otheAtise.’ 

From this Castle or landward side come Friedrich and his 
Prussians, on Monday morning about eight* * The garrison, 

* some 4,000 Retchs folk and a French Battalion or two, shut 
‘ the Gates, and assembled in the Market-place/—a big square, 
close at the foot of the Heights; 'on the other hand, from 
' the top of the Heights’ (Klammerk the particular spot), * the 
' Frussians cannonaded Town and Gates ; to speedy burst- 
' ing-open of the same; and rushed in over the walls of the 
' CastiC'Court, and by other openings into the Town : so that 
' the garrison above-said had to quit, and roll with all speed 

* across the Saale Bridge, and set the same on Are behind 

* them/ This was their remedy for all the Three Bridges, 
when attacked; but it succeeded nowhere so well as here. 

‘ The fire was of extreme rapidity; prepared befordiand 
Bridge all of dry wood coated vrith pitch* fire reinforced 

* too/ in vie\v of such event, by all the sue*, lard and oleagin- 
' ous mattes the Garrison could find in Weissenfels; some 
' hundredweights of tallow-dips, for one item, going up on thU 
'occasion/ Bridge, 'worth 100,000 thalers/ is instantly, 
ablaze : some 400 finding the Bridge so flamy, an| the Frus- 
sians at their skirts, were obliged to surrendtrFeldmar- 
schall Hildburghausen, sleeping about two miles off, gets hhn- 
self awakened in this unpleasant manner. Flying garrison 
halt on the other side of the River, where the rest of their Army 
IS: plant cannon there against quenching of the Bridge; and so 
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Iceep firiog, answered by the Prussians, witbi much noise and 
no grea^mtsthirf, till 3 P.M., wfken the Bridge is quite*gone 
(ToUkeeper's Lodge and all), and the enterprise of crossing 
there«had plainly become impossible. 

Friedrich quickly, about a^mile farther down the* River, 
has piflced-out ano^er crossing-place, in the interim, and 
founded sSme new adequate plank or raft bridge there; which, 
by diligence all night, will be^rossablc tomorrow. So that, 
except for amusing the enemy, the cannonading may cease 
at Weissenfels. A certain Due de Crillon, in command at 
this Weissenfels Bridge-burning and cannonade, has a chi¬ 
valrous Anecdote - (amounting nearly to zero when well ex¬ 
amined) about saving or sparing Friedrich’s life on this interest¬ 
ing occasion: How, being now on the safe side of the River, 
he Crillon with his staff taking some refection bf breakfast 
after the fiiftous flui^ there bad been; there came to him one 
of his Artillery Captains, stationed in an Island in the River, 
asking, “ Sh^ I shoot the King of Prussia. Monseigneur ? 
He is dqjm reconnoitering bis end of the Bridge : sha'n't I, 
then ?" To whom Crillon gives a glass of wine and smilingly 
magnanimous answer to a negative effect.^ Concerning which, 
one has to remark. Not only, first, that the Artillery Captain's 
power of seeing Friedrich (which is itself uncertain) would in¬ 
deed mean the power of aiming at him, but differs immensely 
from that of hitting him with shot; so that this " Shall I kill 
the King ?” was mainly thrasonic wind from Captain Bertm. 
But stcondly, that there is no “Island” in the River there¬ 
abouts, for Captain Bertin to fire from I So that probably the 
whole story is wind or little more: dreamlike, or at best some 
idle thrasonic-theoretic question, on the part of Bertin; proper 
answer thereto (consisting mainly in a glass of wine) from 
Monseigneur ;—al> which, on retrospection, Monseigneur feels, 
or would fain feel, to have been not theoretic-thrasonic but 
practical, aad of a rather godlike nature. Zero mainly, as we 
said ; Friedjrich thanks you for zero, Monseigneur. 

* The Prussians were billeted in the Town that night,’ says 
our Syndic; ‘^d in many a house there came to be twenty 
■ men, and even thirty and above it, lodged. All was quiet 
* through the night; the French and the Reichs folk were 

* 'mUilairu dt (Parii, >791). p. x66f —m 

cittd ^ PnuM, U. U. 



234 ' SEVEN-YEARS WAR RISES.? BocifXVIii. 

^ *34 Nov. i|57» 

* drafm back upon the hlgfac^SrouDds, about Bumworben aud 
‘ on to Tagwerben ;* and we saw their watibnres Suming/ 
Friedrich's Bridge meanwhUCi unmolested by the enemy* is 
gcttingfTcady. * 

Keith, looking across to MA*seburg on the morrow morning 
(Tuesday Nov. r st). whither he had marched dlreot with the « 
other Half ol the Aimy, finds Merseburg Bridge destroyed* or 
broken ; and Soubise with battefles on the taithcr side* intend* 
ing to dispute the passage. Keith dispatches Duke Ferdinand 
to Halle, another twelve miles down* who finds Halle Bridge 
destroyed in like manner, and Broglio intending to dispute; 
M*hich, however, on second thoughts, neither of them did. 
Fj-iedrich's new Bridge at Herren-Muhle {Lordships' Milt) is 
0.* course ap important point to them; Friedrich's passage 
now past dispute! "Let us fall back," ssfstheyi«"and rank 
ourselves a little; we arc 50 or 60,000 strong; for pro¬ 
visions ; but well able to retreat; and have permission to fight 
on this side of the Kiver." 

The combined Army, " Dauphincss," or whatever we are 
to call it, does on Wednesday morning (November sd) gather- 
in its cannon and outskirts, and give^up the Saale question; 
retire landwards to the higher grounds some miles ; and dili¬ 
gently get itself united, and into order of battle better or worse, 
near the Village of Mucheln (which means Kirk Michael, and 
is still written * Sand Micket hy some on this occasion). There 
Dauphiness takes post, leaning on the heights, not in a very 
scientific way; leaving Keith and Ferdinand to rebuild their 
Bridges unmolested, and all Prussians to come across at dis¬ 
cretion. Which they have diligently done (ad-jd November), 
by their respective Bridges; and on 'Phursday afternoon are 
all across, encamped at Bedra, in close ^neighbourhood to 
Mucheln; wl)ich Friedrich has been out reconnoitering, and 
finds that he can attack next morning very early. 

Next morning, accordingly, ‘by 2 o'clock, with a l^igbt 
. moon shining,* Friedrich is on horseback, his Army following. 
But on cKatniiiing by moonlight, the enemy have shifted their 
position; turned on their axis, more or less, into new wood- 
patches, new batteries and bogs; which has greatly mended 
their affair. No good attacking them so, thinks Friedrich; and 
returns to his Camp; slightly cannonaded, one wing of hisni 

* Sketch of PUn, extd of toL 
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from some b|ttery of the enemy^ and imxnaclerately crcijvcd- 
over by them: “Dare not» you see I Tiicd» and w.is defeated T 
cry their newspapers and they»—for one day. Friedrich lodges 
again m Bedra this night, others say in Kossbach; sh^ts his 
own Camp a little; left wing o#it now at Rossbacb {I/ors£- 
or Meet, soon to be a world-famous ILinilct): the cfTects 
of hunger on the Dauphiness, so far from her supnlics, will, he 
calculates, be stronger than on^itn, and will bring her to bolter 
terms shortly, Da^phiness needs bread; one may have fine 
clipping at the skirts of her, if she try retreat. That Dauphincss 
would play the prank she did next morning* Friedrich had not 
ventured to calculate. 

Caiastrepht of Dauphiness (Saturday 5lh November 1757)* 

Meand^ng Saale is on one of his big turns, as he passes 
Wcissenfels; turning, pretty rapidly here, frm south-eastward, 
which he was a dozen miles ago, round to north-eastWard again 
or northward altogether, which lie gets to be at Mersebui^, a 
dozen faftber down. Right acioss from Wcissenfels, lapped in 
this crook of the Saale, or washed by it on south side and on 
east, rises, with extreme laziness, a dull circular lump of coun¬ 
try, six or eight miles in diameter; with Rossbach and half-a- 
dozen other scraggy sleepy Hamlets scattered on it;—^which, 
till the morning of Saturday 5lh November 1757, had not been 
notable to any visitor. The topmost point or points, for there 
are two (not discoverable except by tradition and guess), the 
country people do call Hills, Polscm^HMgrf^— 

Hill sensible to wagon-horses in those bad loose tracks of sandy 
mud, but unimpressive on the Tourist, who has to admit that 
there seldom was so dat a Hill. Rising, let us guess, forty yards 
in the three or fo^r miles it has had. Might be callei^a per¬ 
ceptibly potbellied plain, with more propriety; flat country, 
slightly puffed-up;—in shape not steeper than the mould oi an 
immense tea^saucer would be. Tca-saucer 6 miles in diameter, 
100 feet in depth, and of insular contour, which indeed will 
suScientlT^ represent it to the reader's mind. 

Saale, at four or hvc miles distance, bounds this scraggy 
himp on the east and on the south. Westward and northward, 
springing about Miicheln on each hand, and setting off to right 
a]rfd to left Saale^ward, are what we take to be two brooks ; at 
least are two hollows; and behind these, the country rises 
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higher; undula^hg still on lazy terms, but now painted azure 
by She distance, not unplc^ant to behold, its litter all 
lapped out of sight, and its poor brooks tinluing forward (as 
we judge) into the Saale, Merseburg way, or reverse-wiSe into 
the Uifttrut, the last big branch of Saale. Southward from our 
Janus Height, eight or nine miles off. may be seen some vestige , 
of Freiburg; steeple or gilt weathercock faintly visible, on the 
Unstrut yonder;—which I takg. to be Soubise's bread-basket 
at present. And farther oflf, and opposite the mouii of the 
Unstrut, well across the Saale, lies another nameable Town 
(visible in clear weather, as a smoke-cloud at certain hours, 
about meal-time, when the kettles are on boil), the Town of 
Naumburg,—one of several German Naumburgs,—the Naum- 
burg of Gustaf Adolf; where his slain body lay, on the night 
of Liitzen Buttle, with his poor Queen and others weeping over 
it. Naumburg is on the other side of Saale, not of importance 
to Soubisc in such posture. 

This is the circular block or lump of country, on the north 
or north-west side of which Friedrich now lies, and v.hich will 
become, he little thinks how memorable on the morrow. Over 
the heights, immediately eastward of Friedrich, there is a kind 
of hollow, or scooped-out place; shallow valley of some extent, 
wliich deserves notice against tomorrow; but in general the 
ground is lazily spherical, and without noticeable hollows or 
valleys when fairly away from the River. A dull blunt lump 
of country; made of sand and mud,—may have been grassy 
once, with broom on it, in the pastoral times; is now under 
poor plough-husbandry, arable or scratchable in all parts, and 
looks rather miserable in winter-time. No vestige of hedge 
on it, of shrub or bush; one tree, ugly but big, which may 
have been alive in Friedrich's time, stands not far from Ross- 
bach Kamlct; one, and no more, discoverable in these areas. 

Various Hamlets lie sprinkled about: very sleepy, rusty, 
irregular little places; huts and cattle-stalls huddled down, as 
if shaken from a bag; much straw, thick thatch and cmmbly 
mud-brick; but lool^g warm and peaceable, for the Hsurfboted 
and the Twofooted; which latter, If you speak to them, are' solid 
reasonable people, with eneigetic German eyes and hearts, 
though so ill-lodged. These Hamlets, needing shelter and 
spring-water, staftd generally in some slight hollow, if well op 
the Height, as Rossbach is; sometimes, if near the bottom, 
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Ch«y are nestled in a sudden dell or gash,—w>rk of the prime¬ 
val raini, aceumulating from aBove, and ploughing-out^their 
way. The rains, we can see, have been busy; but there is sel¬ 
dom the least stream visible, bottom being too sandy and porous. 
On the western slope, there is in our time a kind of^oal, or 
coal-dust,^ug up : inthe way 0*quarrying, not of mining ; and 
*006 or tw big chasms of this sort are confusedly busy: the 
natives mix this valuable cojd-dust with water, mould it into 
bricks, and so use as fuel: one of the features of these hamlets 
is the strange black bricks, standing on edge about the cottage- 
ddors, to drip, and dry in the sun. For this or for other rea¬ 
sons, the westward slope appears to be the best; and has a 
major share of hamlets on it: Rossbach is high up, and looks 
over upon Mucheln, and its dim belfry and appurtenances, 
which lie safe across the hollow, perhaps two miles off,—safe 
from Friedhch, if there were eatables and lodging to be had 
in such a place. Friedrich's left wing is in Rossbach. Bedra 
where Friedrich’s right wing is; Branderode where the Soubise 
right is ^ then Grost. Schevenroda, Zeuchfeld, Pettstadt, Lun- 
sthdt,-—especially Reichartswerben, where Soubise's right will 
come to be: these the reader may take note of in his Map. 
Several of th^ lie in ashes just then ; plundered, rcplundcrcd, 
and at last set fire to ; so busy have Soubise's hungry people 
been, of late, in the Country they came to “deliver.” The 
Freiburg road, the Naumburg road, both towards Merseburg, 
cross this Height; straight like the string, Saale by Weisscnfels 
being the bow. 

The Herrenhaus (Squire's Mansion) still stands in Ross¬ 
bach, with the littery Hamlet at its flank: a high, pavilion- 
roofed, and though dilapidated, pretentious kind of House; 
some kind of codFt round it, some kind of hedge or seteen of 
brushwood and brickwall: ter^bly in need of the besom, it 
and its eiwironment throughout. Kin^, I suppose, did lodge 
there overnight: certain it is the Squire was absent; and the 
Squire’s ^an, three days afterwards, reported to him as fol¬ 
lows : * * * • Saturday the 5th, about 8 A.M., his Majesty 

* mounted to the roof of the Herrenhaus here, some tiles having 
‘ been removed' (for that end, or by accident, is not said),' and 

* saw bow the French and Reiebs Army were getting in move- 

* ment,'—wriggUog out of their Camp leftwards, evidently aim- 
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ing towards Gr^t * In about an hour, near half th^ir Astv^ 

^ through Orbst, and hagi turned aout&war4, rather south- 
‘ eastward, from Gr6&t, out in the Rossba^ and Almsdorf 

* region, and proceeding still towards Pettstadt,*—towards 
Schevenroda more preciscl)% not towards Pettstadt yet. • His 

* Majesty looked always thrdugh the perspective: and to me 

* was the grace doi^e to be ever at his side, and tti namc.for* 

* him the roads the French and Reiebs Army was marching/^ 

The King had heard of this 'phenomenon hours before, and 
had sent out hussars and scouts upon it; but now sees it with 
his eyesGoing for Freiburg, and (heir bread-cupboard/’ 
thinks the King; who docs not as yet make much of the move¬ 
ment ; but will watch it well, and calculates to have a stroke at 
the rear end of it, in due season. With which view, the cavalry* 
Scidlitz and. Mayer, are ordered to saddle; foot regiments, and 
all else, to be in readiness. This French-Reichs^Dauphiness 
is not rapid in her dcld^cxercise; and has a great deal of wrig¬ 
gling and unwinding before she can fairly pick herself out, and 
get forward towards Schevenroda on the Freiburg road. In 
three or in two parallel columns, artillery between them, horse 
ahead, horse arcar; haggling alone there;—making for their 
bread-baskets, thinks the King. A body of French, horse 
chiefly, under St. Germain, come out, in the Schortau-Alms- 
dorf pan. with some salvoing and prancing, as if intending to 
attack about Rossbnch, where our left wing is: but his Majesty 
sees it to be n pretence merely; and St Germain, motionless, 
and doing nothing but cannonade a little, .«:ecms to agree that 
it is so. Dau}dimcss continues her slow movements; King, 
in this Squire's Mansion of Kossbach, sits down to dinner, 
dinner with Officers at the usual hour of noon,--little dream¬ 
ing whdt the Dauphiness has in her head. 

T^ruth is, the Dauphiness is in exultant irpirits, th^s morn¬ 
ing; intending great things against a certain little Marquis 
of Brandenburg/’ to whom one does so much honour. Generals 
looking down yestcrifoy on the King of Prussia's Camp, able 
to count every man in it (and hatf the men bein^ invisible, 
owing to bends of the ground), counted him to 10,000 or so ; 
and had said, ** Pshaw, are not we above 50,000; let end 
it I Take him on bis left. Round yonder, till we get upon hie 
left, and even upon his rear withal, St. Germain cooperating 

^ ^ MfiUcr, p. 50: Radeobeck, p. 
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^i^the other side of him: on left, on re«ir, on^ront, at the same 
moment, is not that a sure gam%?'* A very ticklish game, an¬ 
swers surly ^gicious Lloyd: * No general will permit himself 
^ to be taken in flank with his eyes open \ and the King of 
' Prussia is the unlUceliest you could try it with f • 

Trying it meanwhile they ate; marching along by the low 
^grounds Merc, intending to sweep gradually leftwards towards 
Jahus-Hill quarter; there to sweep home upon him, coil him 
up, left and rear and front, lit tlieir boa«constrictor folds, and 
end his trifle of an Army and him. **Why not, if we do our 
duty at all, annihilate bis trifle of an Army; take himself pri¬ 
soner, and so end it?'* Report,says, Soubise had really, in 
some moment of enthusiasm lately, warned the Versailles popu¬ 
lations to expect such a thing; and that the Duchess of Orleans, 
forgetful of poor King Louis's presence, had in /irrsenthusiasm, 
exclaimed Tani muux, I shall at last see a King, then 
But perhaps it is a mere French epigram, such as the winds 
often generate there, and put down for fact.--*Kriedrjch's ro 
treat to Weissenfels is cut-off for Friedrich: an Austrian party 
hasbeenTat the Hcncn-Muhle Bridge this morning, has torn 
it up and pitched it into the river; planks far on to Merseburg 
by this time. And, in fact, unless Friedrich be nimble—Bui 
that he usually is* 

Friedrich's dinner bad gone on with deliberation for about 
two hours, Friedrich's intentions not yet known to any, but 
everybody, great and small, waiting eagerly for them, like grey¬ 
hounds on the slip,—when Adjutant Gaud), who had been on 
the Housetop the while, rushes into the Dining-room faster 
than he ought, and, with some tremor in his voice and eyes, 
reports hastily: At Schevenroda, at Pettsbtdt yonder! 

Enemy has turned to left. Clearly for the left."—" Well, and 
if he do ? No fluijy needed, Captain 1 " answered Fricdrith,— 
iwi in these precise words; but rebuking Gaudi, with a look 
rL<A of lau^ter wholly, and with a certain question, as to tlic 
state of Gaudi's stomachic part, which is still known in tradi¬ 
tionary circles, but is not mentienable here);—and went, with 
due gravity, himself to the roof, with his Officers- “ To tbo 
left, sure enough; meaning to attack us tlierethe thing 
Friedrich bad despaired of is voluntarily coming, then;—and 
it is a thing of stem qualities withal; a wager of life, with 
glorious possibilities bel^ci 
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Friedrich earnestly surv^s the phenomenon for some laii^ 
utcsi in some minutes, Friedrich sees hU wiyathrough it^ at 
least into it,' and bow he wilt do it. Off, eastward; march I 
Swift are bis orders ; almost still swifter the ftilAlment o&them* 
PnissiSn Army is a nimble article 10 comparison with Daupbi- 
ness I In half an hour's time, all is packed and to the road ; 
and, except Mayer and certain Free-Corps or LighUHor$e« to^ 
amuse St. Germain and his A^sdorf people, there is not a 
Prussian visible in these localities to French eyes. *At half- 

* past two,* says the Squire’s Man,—or let us take him a sen¬ 
tence earlier, to lose nothing of such a Document t 'At noon 

* bis Majesty took dinner; sat till about two o'clock: then 
' again went to the roof: and perceived that the Enemy's 

* Army at Peltstadt were turning about the little Wood there 

* north-eastfvard, as if for Lunstadt* (into the Lunstadt road); 

* such cannonading too/ from those Almsdorf people, ^ that 

* the balls flew over our heads,'--or I tremulously thought so. 

* At half-past two, the word was ^ven, March t And good 

* speed they made about it, in this Herrenhaos, and out of 
' doors too, striking their tents, and cording-up and trimly 
' shouldering everything with incredible brevity,* as if ma¬ 
chinery were doing it; * and at three, on the Prussian part, 

‘ all was packed and out into the court for being carried off; 

* and, in fact, the ] Russian Army was on march at three/ 
Scidlitz, with all his Horse, vanishing round the comer of the 
Height: speeding along, invisible on his northern slope there, 
straight for theJanus-PoIzcn Hill part; the Infantry following, 
double-quick;—well knowing, each, what he has got to do. 

But at this interesting point, the Editors,—small thanks 
to them, authentic but thricc-stupid mortals,—cut short our 
Eye-witness, not so much as telling us bis name, some of them 
not eVen his date or whereabouts; and so &e curtain tumbles 
down (as if its string had been cut, or suddenly eaten by un¬ 
wise animals), and we are left to gray hubbub, ard our own 
resources at secondhand. Except only that a French Ofiker, 
—one of those cannonading from Almsdorf, no <^pubt,'—de¬ 
clares that ' it was like a change of scene in the Opera 

* ration so very rapid; and that ' they all roUed-o£f 

* eastward at quick time/ At extremely quick timeand 

^ L«K«r in p i-x lo imieh suptrlor Vrtoth 

tifetter, iaietvcpteJ tot ac where, And railea to Duke Feioi&Rad; wsJl vorch cezdlag, 
eu Kokibsch <iad (h# previous 
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SOM, in the sl^ht hollow behind Janus HiigeC vanished from 
sight of these Almsdorf French, and of the Soubisc-Uildb^irg* 
hausen Armf in general Which latter is agreeably surprised 
at the phenomenon; and draws a highly flattering concb^sion 
from it. ** Gone, then ; off at double-quick for Merseburg ; 
aha r* think the Soubise-Hildburgbausen people: ** Double* 
quick you too, my pretty men, lest {hey do whisk away, and 
we never get a stroke at them — 

Seidlitz meanwhile, with his cavalry (tliirty-eigbt squadrons, 
about 4,000 horse), is rapidly doing the order he has had. 
Seidlitz at a sharp military trot, and the infantry at double* 
quick to keep*up near him, which they cannot quite do, are, os 
we have said, making right across for the P6lzen*Hill and 
Janus*HiU quarter; their route the string, French route the 
bow; and ar^^sible li; French, owing to the heights 
between. Seidlitz, when be gets to the proper point eastward, 
will wheel about, front to southward, and be our left wing ; 
infantry, as centre and right, will appear in like manner; and 
—wc shall fee I 

The exultant Dauphiness, or Soubise-Hildburghausen Army 
(let us call it, for brevity's sake, Dauphiness or French, which 
it mainly was), on that rapid disappearance of the l^russians, 
never doubted but the Prussians were oIT on flight for Merse¬ 
burg, to get across by the Bridge there. Whereat Dauphiness, 
doubly exultant, mended her own pace, cavalry at a sharp 
trot, infantry double-quick, but unable to keep up,—for the 
purpose of capturing or intercepting the runaway Prussians. 
Speed, my friends,—if you would do a stroke upon Friedrich, 
and show the Versailles people a King at last 1 Thus they, 
hurryteg on, in two parallel columns,—infantry, long floods 
of it, coming double-^uick but somewhat fallen behind; ca^^ry 
7,000 or so, as vanguard,—faster and &ster; sweeping for¬ 
ward on their southern'side of the Janus-and-Polzen slope, and 
now rather dumbing the same, 

Seidlitz h^s bis hussar pickets on the top, to keep him in¬ 
formed as tettheir motions, and how far they are got Seid¬ 
litz, invisible on the south slope of the Polzen Hugel, finds 
about half-past three ?.M. that be is now fairly ahead of Dau- 
phineas; Seidlitz halts, wheels, comes to the top, ** Got the 
flank of them, sure enough P*—and without waiting signal or 
Either ordm, every instant being precious, rapidly forms 
yOL. viJ. n 
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' hiiTj^elf; and plunges dowik on these poor peofJle. ' Compact 
' as a wall> and with an incredible velocity vitesst incrcy^ 

< able)* says one of them. Figure the astonishment q( Dau^ 
pbincss; of poor BrogliOi who commands the horse here. 
Taken in flank, insletid of taking other people; interceptedi 
not in the least needing to intercept! Has no tUhe to form/^ 
though he tried what he «could. Only the two Austrian regi¬ 
ments got compliitcly lormei; the rest very incompletely; 
and Scidlitz, in the blaze of rapid steel, is in upon them. 
The two Austrian regiments, and two French that are named, 
made what debate was feasible;—courage nowise wantingi in 
such sad want of captaincy; nay Soubisc in person galloped 
into it, if that could have helped. But from the flrst, the 
matter was^ hopeless; Scidlitz s^nshing it at such a rate, and 
plunging through it and again tnrougfa it^' .ice, some say 
four times: so that, in the space of half an hour, this luckless 
cavalry was all tumbling off the ground; plunging down-hill, 
in full flight, across its own infantry or whatever obstacle, 
Scidlitz on the hips of it; and galloping madly over the hori¬ 
zon, towards Freiburg as it proved; and was not again heard 
of that day. 

In about half an hour that bit of work was over; and 
Scidlitz, with his ranks trimmed again, had drawn himself 
southward a little, into the Hollow of Tageswerben, there to 
wait impending phenomena. For Friedrich with the Infantry 
is now emerging over Janus Hill, in a highly thunderous man¬ 
ner,—eighteen pieces of artiUery going, and " four big gtios 
taken from the walls of Leipzig ;* and there will be events 
anon. It is said, Hildburghausen, at the first glimpse of 
Friedrich over the hill-top, whispered to Soubisc, ‘‘We ate 
lost,♦Royal Highness I”—” Counige V Scstbise would answer; 
and both, let us hope, did thdr utmost in this extremely bad 
predicament they had got into* ^ 

Friedrich's artillery goes at a murderous rate; had come 
in view, over the hilI*top, before Seidlitz end^—^nothing 
but the muzzles of it visible' (and the flre-torrents from It) to 
us poor French below* Fri(^cb^s lines; or rather his one 
line, mere tip of his left wing,—only seven battalions in it, 
five of them under Keith from the second or reserve line; 
whole centre and tight wing standing * refused* In obliqua 
rank, invisible/'the HiU,—Friedrich's linc^ we saji the 



9 ta£.Vin. BATTLE OF ROSSBACH, 243 

^ Not. itST- 

artiUery (0 it^right, shoots-out m%ystcrious Prussian rhythm, 
in echelons, in potences, obliquely down the Janus-Hill side; 
straight, rigid, regular as iron clockwork; and strides tqfrards 
us, silent, with the lightning sluing in it:—Friedrich has 
got the of Dauphiness, and means to keep it. Once 
*and again and a third time, poor Soubise, with his poor rcgi< 
ments much in an imbroglio, •here heaped on one another, 
there with wide gaps, halt being so sudden,—attempts to re¬ 
cover the flank, and pushes-out this regiment and the other, 
rightward, to be even with Friedrich. But sees with despair 
.that it cannot be: that Friedrich with his echelons, potcnccs 
and mysterious Prussian resources, pulls himself out like thu 
pieces of a prospect-glass, piece after piece, hopelessly fast 
and seeming ly no en^canhem; and that the fla*nk is lo^t, 
and that—llnR^py Generals of Dauphiness, what a phe¬ 
nomenon for them t A terrible Friedrich, not fled to Merso 
burg at all; but mounted there on the Janus Hill, as on his 
saddle-borK, with face quite the other wayand for holster- 
pistol, has plucked out twenty-two cannon. Clad verily in 
Are; Chimxra-like, the Janus Hill, in that manner; 

left leg (or wing) of him spuming us into the abysses, right 
one ready to help at discretion! 

Hildburghausen, I will hope, does bis utmost; Soubise, 
Broglio, for certain do. The French line is in front, next the 
Prussians; poor Generals of Dauphiness are panting to re¬ 
trieve themselves. But with regiments jammed in this aston¬ 
ishing way, and got collectively into the lion's throat, what 
can 1 m done ? Steady, rigid as iron clockwork, the Prussian 
line strides forward; at forty-paces distance delivers its first 
shock of lightning, bursts into platoon fire; and so contini^es. 
Steady at the rate oftve shots a minute,—hard to endure by 
poor masses all in a coiL ‘ The artillery tore-down whole 
ranks of us,'«says the Wurtemberg Dragoon;^ ‘the Prussian 
musketry did terrible ei^ecutidn.' 

Things ]|egan to waver very soon, French reeling back 
from the Prussian fire, Rcichs troops rocking very uneasy, 
tom by such artillery; when, to crown the matter, Seidlits, 
seeing ^1 things rock to the due extent, bursts out of Tages- 
werben Hollow, terribly compact and furious, upon the rear 
of .them. Which sets all things into iiicxtiicablc tumble; 

* flis Lehcr m (k Cl- 
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and^.tbe Battle is become ^ rout and a riding^^into ruin, no 
Battle ever more. Lasted twenty-iive minutes, thfs second 
act of it, or till half-past four: after which, the curtains rapidly 
dcsce^liding (Night’s curtain, were there no other) cover the 
remainder; the only stage-dfrection, Exeunt Omms. Which 
for a 50 or 60,000, ridden-over by Seidlitz was DOt« 

quite an easy matter ! They left, of killed and wounded, near 
3.000 ; of piisoners, 5,000 (Generals among them 8, Officers 
300): in sum, about 8,000 ; not to mention cannon, 67 or 72; 
with standards, flags, kettledrums and meaner baggages ad 
libitum in a manner. The Prussian loss was, 165 killed, 
376 wounded ;—^between a sixteenth and a fifteenth part of 
theirs : in number the Prussians had been little more than 
one to thrre ; 22,000 of all arn^—not above half of whom 
ever came into the Are; Seidlitz ahtf^evea^iUalions doing 
all the fighting that was needed. St. Germain tried to cover 
the retreat; but 'got broken/be says,~Mayer bursting-in on 
him,—and soon went to slush like the others. 

Seldom, almost never, not even at Crecy or Poictiers, was 
any Army better beaten. And truly, we must say, seldom did 
any better deserve it, so far as the Chief Parties went, Yes, 
Messieurs, this is the petit Marquis de Srandebaurg; you will 
know this one, when you meet him again! The flight, the 
French part of it, was towards Freiburg Bridge ; in full gallop, 
long after the chase had ceased; crossing of the Unstnit 
there, hoarse, many-voiced, all night; burning of the Bridge; 
found burnt, when Friedrich arrived next morning. He bad 
encamped at Obschiitz, short way from the field itself. French 
Army, Reichs Army, all was gone to staves, to utter chaotic 
wreck. Hildburghausen went by Naumburg; crossed the 
Saale there ; bent homewards through tlw Weimar Country; 
one wild flood of ruin, swift as it could go; at Ctftirt * only 
' one regiment was in rank, and marched througi) with drusas 
' beating.’ His Army, which had been disgustingly unhappy 
from the first, and was now fallen fluid on these mad terms, 
flowed all away in different rills, each by the couiVe straightest 
home ; and Hildburghausen arriving at Bamberg, with hardly 
the ghost or mutilated skeleton of an Anny^ flung down bis 
truncheon,—murrain on your Reichs Armies and <^Si* 
mental chaoses I”—and went indignantly home. Reichs Army 
had to begin at the beginning again; and did not rMiiq>ear 
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otf the scene till late next Year, under a ifbw Commander, 
and wit^ sli^Uy improved conditions. t 

Dauphiness Proper was in no better case; and would have 
flowed home in like manner, had not home been so far, and 
the way unknown. Twelve thoi^^nd of them rushed struggling 
through the Eichsfeld; plundering and harrying, like Cos¬ 
sacks or Kalmucks: * Army blown asunder, over a circle oi* 
•forty-miles radius/ Myites Germain: 'had the Enemy 

* par.Aied us, after I got broken* (burst-in upon by Mayer and 
his Free-Corps people), 'wc had been annihilated. Never 
^ did Army ^avc worse; the first cannon-salvo decided our 

* rout and our shame/^ 

In two-days time (November 7th), the French had got to 
Langensalc*^;^fty-flve miles from the Battlefield of Rossbach ; 
plundering, running, igpg^/Vrr-ing; a wild deluge of molten 
wreck, fillin^Sii^icEsfeld with its waste noises, making night 
hideous and day too;—in the villages Placards were stuck-up, 
appointing Nordhausen and Hciligenstadt for rallying-placc.^ 
Soubige rode, with few attendants, all mght towards Nord- 
hausen,—eighty miles ofT, foot of the Brocken Country, where 
the Richelieu resources arc;—Soubise with few attendants, 
face set towards the Brocken; himself, it is like, in a some¬ 
what hag-ridden condition 

‘ The joy of poor TeuUchland at Jaige,' says ooe of my Notes, ‘and 
*bow all Gennans, Prussian and Anti-Prussian niikc, Hung-up their 
^ caps, with unanimous at the news of Rossbach, has often 

' been remarkeiU and indeed is still almost touching to see. The per- 

* haps bravebt Nation in ibc woiki, though the least braggart, very 
^certainly nn tupftres Volk (Ob their Goethe calls them); &o longin- 
' suited, mubbed and trampled-on, by a luckier, not a braverhas 
‘ not your exultant Dauphiness got a beautiful tittle dose administered 
‘ her; and is gone off in foul shrieks, and pongs of the interio^^—let 

* no man ask whitHIrwanl! *‘. 9 * nn AUemoMdpent anfoir de Vfsprit 

* (Can t Geman possibly have sharpness of wits)?’' Well, yes, it 

* would see9: here is one German graduate who understands his me- 

* diciae-che^ and the quality of patients!—Dauphiness got no pity 
^ anywhere; plenty of epigrams, and mostly nothing but laughter even 

* in Paris Napoleon long after, who much admires Friedrich, 

* finds daot tins ^^ctory of Rossbach was inevitable; but what fills 

* me with astonishment and shame, ** adds he, is that it was gained 
^ by six battaUons ai^ thirty squodroas” (seven properly, and thirty- 

^ St Cermiit to Vcfuey: different Excerpts of LeUen in the two weeks after 
Rosibach and before (aiven ia Preuss, it 97). ^ Muller, p» 73. 
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* ** over sts^h a multitude !*’*—It u wdl knovk^i Napoleon, 

* Jes^a, as if Jau had not hee^. enough for him, 'oiD-down the first 

* Monument of Rossbach, some poor a&hlar Pyramid or Piliar, raised 

* by the neighbourhood, udth nothing more affhctive inscribed on it 
' then a date; and sent it off in carUs for Parib (where no stdne of it 
' ever arrived, the Thuringen cafincn slinkiog^ofF, and leaving it scat* 

‘ tered in diitercnt places over the face of Thiiringen ih general); so 

' that they had the trouble of a new one lately. ** * 

From Friedrich the Army of the Circles,'* that is, Daupbiness and 
Company,-^-called Ilooptx^ or 'Cobpers* with a desperate 

attempt at \vit by puo,~get their Adieu in words withal. This is the 
famed Con^^ di VArmk <Us Cycles d dfs Tcnmlkrs; a short metrical 
Piece; called by Editors the mobl profane, most indecent, most &c.; 
and printed with asterisk veils thrown over the worst passages. Who 
shall dare, searching and rummaging for insight into Friedrich, and 
complaining that there is none, to lift any portion of the veil; and 
say, See ^ Faugh !*' The cynicisn^ truly, but also the irrepressible 

honest exultation, has a kind of epic cbcdl^^reawES^ fulness of sin* 
cerity; and, at bottom, the thing Is nothing like so wicked os careless 
commentators have given out. Dare to look a little: 

**Adut 4 f grarnU kraseurs de rv/r," so it starts i ^ Adieu, grand 

* crashers of ^ngs; arrogant windbag>, Turpin, Broglio^ Soubise,— 

* Hildburgliauscn with the gray l>card, fnolisli still as when your beard 
‘ was black in the Turk-War time:—brisk journey to you all 1 ’ That 
is the hist slanra; unexceptionable, had we room. The second stanaa 
is,—w*ith the veils partially liAed; with probably 'MdUd put into the 
first blank, and into the third something of or belonging to ^ Cher^^-^ 

* ye vems at tm e^mme . . . 

* Z>ans dch ranees en eeriain Hen 

* £Ht de voir . . . 

* On comnie an dc sa Inxurt 

* Lr ban Nteowtadi 4 Vfcart 

* A igHtUannait eaflamme impure 

* Dee .' 

Enough to say, the Author, with a wild burst of spiritual enthosiasiii, 
sings the charms of the rearward part of certain men; and what a royal 
ecstatic felicity there sometimes is in indisputabib survey of the same. 
He rises to the heights of Anti*BibIical prohun^y, quoring Mmg on 
the Hill of Vision; sinks to the bottomless of human or ultra*hu|nan 
depravity, quoting King Nicomedes^s experiences on Cjesar (happily, 
known only to the learned); and, m brief, recc^ises that tb^ w 
occasion, considerable beauty in that quarter of the human figure^ wim 
it turns on you opportunely. A most cynical, profane afoir: we 

must say by way of parenthesis, one which gives no countesanoe to 
Voltaire's atrocities of rumour about Friedrich himself in this matter; 

^ Meotholon, Mmairre de NaMian (Napoiaoo’s Pride dee Ctterrte de 

PrMMc/I, VII. 910). 

^ SlCkiniiMsk, Be^irige, I 999; ib. p. 3S5, lithograph of the poor eatlact Uoiu* 
mm hselC 
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the Reverse rather, If well read; being altogether tlfeoretic, scientific $ 
sings with^astolh4glow of beauty youifind in that nnexjuicted qu^er, 
—while Mrtififf it deservedly and with enthusu^ip. To see the*'— 
what shall we call it: seat of honour, in &ct, your ecemy:** lias 
it not aS undeniable charm? “ 1 own to you in confidence, Q Sou- 
** bise and Company, this fine laurebi have got, and was su in need 
of, is notl^Bg more or other than the sight of your* — asimUs, 
♦<« Oblige me, whenever clandc^slinc Kate brings us together, by showing 
me ihat'^—always that, if you would give me pleasure when we mevL 
** And ob,” next stanza says, ** to Inink what our glory b founded on,** 
—on view ol that unmentionahle object, I declare to you!—And 
trough other idanzos, getting smutty enough (though in theory only), 
which we need not prosecute fartherJ^ A certain heartiness and epic 
greatness of cynicism, life’s nakedness grown almost as if innocent 
^ain; on immense suppressed insuppre^ible Ilaha, on the part of this 
lUng. StrUnge Te-Deum indeed. Coming from the very heart, truly, 
as few of them do; but nut^l^ther points lecominendable at all !— 
Her^ of the nJ|k<*IB 9 rtn^^^^hiug better: 


To Wilbelmina. 

* Near Weiswafels (Ob^ehutr, in factdoes not yet know what 
tlw Hattie will be rtt/Uif), * 5th November 1757. 

‘ At last, my dear Sister, I can announce you a bit of good new^. 

* You were doubtless aware that the Cooper^ with their circles had a 
‘ mind to take Leipzig. I ran up, aiwl drove them beyond Saale. 1 'he 

* Due de Richelieu sent them a reinforcement of twenty battalions aivl 

* fourteen squadrons* (say 15,000 horse and fool); ^they then calkd 
' thcmselve.s 63.000 strong. Yesterday I went to reconnoitre them; 
’ could not attack them in the post they lidd. 'Hits had rendered them 
' rash. To<{ay they came out with tl c intention of attacking me; but 
‘ 1 took the start of them {Av aiprit^enu). It was a Baltic tn douicur 
‘ (soft to one’s wish). Thanks to God 1 have not a hundred men killed; 
f the only General ill wounded is Mcinecke. My Brother Henri and 

* General SeidliU have slight hurts* (gunshots, not so slight, that of 

Seidlitz] ^in the arm. Wc have all the Enemy’s cannon, all the* 
® ® * I am in faU Starch to drive them over the Uiisimt’ (afready 

driven, pur Majesty; bridge burning). 

* You, mj dear Si.ster, my good, my divine and affectionate Sister* 
(faithful to the bone, in good tiuth, poor Wilhclmina), ^ who deign to 

* interest yourself in tlie (ate ol a Brother who adores you, deign also 

* to share in^y joy. The instant I have time, I will tell you more. 

^ I embrace you with my whole heart. Adieu. F.**' 

V (S,wrtt di Fr4dMe, 




wm ^ PfidMe. rii. 70^3 {m 9 iit 4 n at Freiburg, 6U1 Noveabor, when hli 
go( thither, and u)u&d (ho bunu). 
xxrii 2. gte. 
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Fashion: Dauphincsds Ways with the Saxon Fopf/tatiofis 
in her Ddivcranu- Work. 

f 

Friedrich had no more fighting with the French, Novem¬ 
ber 9th» at Merseburg, in all stillness, Duke Ferdifand got his 
Britannic Commission, his full Powers, from Friedrich and the 
parties interested; in all stillAess made his arrangements, as 
if for Magdeburg and his Governorship there,—Friedrich has¬ 
tening off for Silesia the while. Duke Ferdinand did stay six 
days in Magdeburg, inspecting or pretending to inspect; 
pleasant with his Sister and the Royalties that are now tliere; 
but at midnight of day sixth shot-off silently on wider errand. 
And, in sum, on Thursday 24th ^vember 1757, appeared in 
Stadc, on horseback at morning piVSttS'^hmsiftm intimating, to 
what joy of the poor Brunswick Grenadiers and others, That 
he was come to take command; that Kloster^Zeven is abol¬ 
ished; that we are not an •• Observation Army/* rotting here 
in the parish pound, any longer, but an Allied Army** {such 
now our title), intending to strike for ourselves, and get out of 
pound straightway 1— 

* Thursday Nmcmber—Tuesday Dake Ferdinind did 

‘ acconlingly pick-up the reins of this distracted Affair; and, m a way 
^ wonderful to sec, shot sanity into every fibre of it; and kept it sane 
‘ and load-worthy for the Five Years coining. With a silent velocity, 

' on cnoi^y, an ioiperturluhlc stt:.^<lfastness and clear insight into cause 
^ and effect; which were cieditable to the school he came from; and 
^ were a very joyful sight to Pitt and others concerned. So that from 
^ next Tuesclay, Ncivembcr i9th, Ixjfore daylight,” when Ferdinand’s 

* batteries began playing upon Ilarlwig (French Fortress nearest to 

* Stade), the reign of the French ceased in those Countries; and an 
' astonished Kichclieu and his French, lying sca^ered over all the West 
^ of Germany, in readiness for nothing but plunder, had to fall more or 

* less distracted in their turn; and do a niiiul>er of astonishing tlungs. 

* To try this and that, of futile, more or less frantic iiatiite; be driven 
^ from post after post; be driven across the Aller first of all Riche* 
‘ lieu to go Jiome thereupon, and be succee<Ied by ani «^U mOre ior 

* competent. 

^ December 13M, a fortnight after Ferdinand’s appearanc$^ Riche- 
' lieu had got to the safe side of the Aller (burning of Zelle Bridge and 

* ?/elle Town there, his last act inGemiany); Ferdinand’s quarters now 
^ wide enough; and vigorous speed of preparation going on for fanher 

chase, were the weather mended. February (1758}} Ferdinand 
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‘ W(U on foot Prince de Clem<»t, the still tmore incompetent 

^ succesM^ of K^lftHeu, gating wide^e^ed tr}>on him, bat doing n(|(hing 

* else: and for the next six weeks there was seen a once triumphant 

* Richglieu^d^Estr^es French Army, much in rags, tnuch in disorder, 

* in terror, and here and there almost in despdr, ^winging th^r way; 

* like clouds of draggled pouhry laught by a mastiff in the com. 

* Across W#ger, across Eins finally acro^^ the Rhine itself, every feather 
' of them,—their long-drawn cackle, of a shricky type, filling all Na- 
' lure in tho:>e months; the Tnas(i(j^bleadUy follou'ing.'^ To the a^iton- 

* ishtnent of Pill and mankind. Can this be ihe same Army lhal Royal 

* Highness led to the Sea and the PaiJah Pound ? The some idem!- 

* calljr, wasted to about two-thirds by Royal Highness; not a drum in 
'it changed otherwise, only One Man different,~and he is the im- 
' portant one I 


* PiU, when the news of RovsbacU came, awakening the bonfires 

* and stccplc-bclK of Plngland to such a pitch, Had resolved on an em- 

' pliatic measure: g Fjiglish Troops to reuifarce our Allied 

' Amy, and ^ ilW^Ticnmlsuch an Ally as that Kosshnch one 
‘ being rare in the eye^ of i^ii. '' Postpone the mecling of I'arliamcnt, 

‘ yet a few days«f jDur Majesty,” said Pitt, “till I gel the esiininlcs 
‘ ready !”*» To ’which Majesty assented, ami all b'ngland wilh him: 
‘ “ EnglaiftVs o\vn Cause,” thinks Pill, \sith confidence: “our way 

* of conquering America, ~and, m the ciicumstanceN, our one way I” 
‘ English did land, accordingly; fust iusialmcnt of them, a 12,000 (in 
‘ August next), increa.s«l gradually to 20,000; with no end of furnish* 

* ings to them and everybody; with results again satisfactory to Pitt; 
' and very famous in the England that then was, dim as they are now 
‘ grown. * 


The effect of ali which was, that Pitt, with his Ferdinands 
and reinforcements, found work for the French ever onwards 
from Rossbach; French also turning as if exclusively upon 
'perfidious Albion: and the thing became, in Teutschland, as 
elsewhere, a duel of life and death between these natural 
enemies,—Teutschland the centre of it,—Teutschland and the 
accessible Frenck Sea-Towns,—but the circumferenoe of it 
going round from Manilla and Madras to Havanaa and Quebec 
again. Widespread furious duel; prize, America and life. By 
land and sea; handsomely done by Pitt on both elements. 
Land pajjf, we say, was always mainly in Germany, under 
Ferdinand,—in Hessen and the Westphalian Countries, as far 


« Mauyilloa, I 959-284 V^ih Noreaber 1757—z»e April 1758’^: We5tpliftlen, 
I (abuadaiKly tx^cn, auth^nuc and even emcruining,—wjth the ample 

Cpne 9 Mncleoc 9 i, ts. il 147 . 150 ! r Sdaper, VU mthfairt du Me%ritkal Pn»%c^ 

(9 w^. 8 vo. Ma^dobaut, 17^. 1799X 1 - 1-iooU careful Book 1 of an oA- 

appear* to be left recoaiplete Hke IiisX 
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west as MmdeVj as far east os Frankfurt-oif-Mayn» genchiUy 
well north of Rhine, well socth of Elbe: that for«five years 

coming, the cockpit or place of deadly fence between France nnd 
England. Friedrich's arena Hus eastward of that, occasionally 
playiKg into it a little, and placed into by it, and always in lively 
sympathy and consultation with it: but, except the Jj|reiKh sub¬ 
sidisings, diplomatisings and great diligence against him in for-* 
eign Couits, Friedneh is, in practical respects, free of the French; 
and ever after Kossbach, Ferdinand and the English keep them 
in full work,—growing yearly too full. A heavy Business for 
England and Ferdinand; which is happily kept extraneous to 
Friedrich thenceforth; to hint and us; which is not on the 
stage of his atfatrs and ours, but is to be conceived always as 
vigorously proceeding alongside of it, close beyond the scenes^ 
and liable ot any time to make trojViQ^gptry onttim again ;-^of 
which wc shall have to notice the loimcr^SWinVAces and car¬ 
dinal phases, but, for the future, nothing more. 

Soubise, who had crept into the skirts of the Richelieu 
Army in Hanover or Hessen Country, had of courre to take 
wing in that general flight before the maslifl*. Soubise did not 
cross the Rhine with u; Soubise made off eastward —found 
new roost in Hanau-Kr.inkfiiri Country; and had thoughts ot 
joining the Austrians in Bohemia next Campaign; but got new 
order,—such the pinches of a winged Clermont wath a mastiff 
Ferdinand at his poor draggled tail;—and came back to the 
Ferdinand scene, to help tJ.crc; and never saw Friedrich 
again. Both Broglio and he had a good deal of lighting 
(mostly beating) from Ferdinand; and a great deal of trouble 
and sorrow in the course of this War; but after Rossbacb it 
is not Friedrich or wc, it is I^'erdinand and the Destinies that 
have to do with them. Poor Soubise, except that he was the 
creatirre of Generali^sima Pompadour, whith had something 
radically absurd in it, did not deserve all the laughto* he got: 
a man of some chivalry, some qualities. As for Bsogiio, I re¬ 
member always, not without human emotion, the two extreme 
points of his Cvireer as a soldier: Rossbach and Fall of 
thv Bastille, lie was towards forty, when Friedrich bestrode 
the Janus Hill in ihit fiery manner; he was turned of seventy 
when, from the pavements of Paris, the Cfaimsera at Democracy 
rose on him, in fire of a still more horrible description* 

Westpbalen, i. 5gi (*tad of ttiuth 175$^ 
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* • Dauphines$|BelIo&a» in her special and in ^cr widest sense, 
has made Ihen. Gone, lilv clouds of draggled pqpltry 
home aefoss the*Rhine. She was the most marauding Army 
lately seen, also the most gasconading, and had the least ca- 
pacity* for fighting: three worse qualities no army coul 4 have. 
How she fought, we have seen sdKciently. Before taking leave 

^ of her for#/er, readers, as she is a paragon in her kind, would 
perhaps take a glance or two at her mamuding qualities,—by 
a good opportunity that ofTcrsf Plotbo at Regensburg, that a 
supremeReichsDiet may know what a 'deliverance of Saxony" 
this has been, submits one day the following irrefragable Docu* 
ments, 'which have happened.* not without good industry of 
my o¥m, *to fall into my* (Plotbo's)' hands.' They arc Docu* 
ments partly of epistolary, partly of a Petitionary form, pre¬ 
sented to Polish Majesty out of that Saxon Country; and 
have'an them, one and all. 

Big Daupkiness (that is, D'Estr^es) in the Wcsel Countries^ 
at an early Stage,'^^/li/e still endeavonring what she could 
to behave well, hanging 1,000 maranders and the like (A 
private Letter): 

' Cou/Uy Mark, toik Junr 1757. Tlie French troops are going 
^ on here in a way to utterly ruin us. Schmidt, Uieir Pjcsidcnl of 
' Justice, whom they set-up in Geve, has got orders to change nil (he 
' Magistracies of the Couotry' (Protestant by nature), ' ^0 as that half 
^ the members shall be Catholic. Bielefeld was openly plundered 
' by the French for three hours long. You cannot \yy possibility re- 
' present to yourself what the actual state of misery in these Coan- 
' tries is. A seheffH of rye costs three thalers sixteen groschen’ (who 
knom bow many times its natural pticel). ^And now we are to 
^ be forced to eat the spoiled meal those French trc»ops brought with 
' < them; which is gone to such a state no animal would have it. This 
' poisoned meal we are to buy from them, ready money, at the price 
'they fix; and tLatefiuninc may induce us, they are about tb stop 

* the mills, and fordbly take amy what little bread-corn we have 

Cod have pity on us, and deliver us soon! Next week we 

* are to a transit of 6,000 Pfalzers’ (Kur-Pfab, foolish idle fel¬ 
low, and Rur-Baiem too, are both in subsidy of France, as usual; 
6,000 P&Izeis just due here); 'these, 1 supi^ose, will sweep us clean 

Wesel Portress, Gate of the Rhine, could not be defended by 
Friedrich: and the Haaover Incapables, and England still all in St 
VICu^ %ould not bear of undertaking it; left it wide-open for the 

HMetuGiKlOehU, W. 
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French; never c^ld recover it, or get the RhinejCotc barroc] ftjjain, 
durikig the whole War. One ttopes they repenter^ -but J^rhapA it 
wa» only Pitt and Duke Fenlina^ that did so, instead! wesel 
Countries were at once occupied by the French; ‘'a conquest of her 
Impeiiil Majesty’s continued to be administered in Imp^al Ma¬ 
jesty's name,—and arc thriving above. 


• > 

2^ Dauphiness Proper (that is, Soubisc) in ThUringen^ ai a 

late 3 tage: 

* Ldter from Preihtr^ shortly after PossbQch,^\\, was on the a 3d 
' October, a Sunday, that we of Freibuig had our first billeting of 
' French; a body of cavalry from different regiments’ (going to take 
Leipzig, take Toigau, what not): *and from that day Freiburg never 
^ emptied of French, who kept marching through it in extraordinary 
^ quantities. The marching lasted fourteen days, namely, till the 6th 

* Novemberi (day after Kos»bach; burnt o ur poor Bridge, 

and marched ibr the lost time); 'and often was so heavy, 

* that in a single house there wm forty or fifty men. Who at all 
' times hifl to he lodged and dieted gratis; nay many householders, 

' over and above the ordinary meal, were obliged to give them money 
' too; and many i>ooi people, who can scarcely get Ibdr own bit of 
' bread, had Ut run and bring at once their fixteen or eighteen gro- 

* schen* (pence) ' worth of wine, not to speak of coffee and sugar. 

' And a great increase of the mischief it was always, that the .soldiers 

* and common people did not undorstond one another's language.’— 
Heavy billeting; l>ut whai was that? ® ^ ‘Vast, nearly impos- 
' si hie, quantities of f(»rage and provision/ were wrung from us as 
from all the other Towii:» and Villages about, ' under continual threat- 
' ening to burn and rase us froii. the eaUh. Often dirt our French 
' Colonel tiircatcn, "He woulrt have the cannon opened on Freilwrg 
' straightway.’' Nay, had it stood by foraging, we might have reck- 
' oned ourselves lucky. But our straits increased day by day ; and 
' sheer plundering became more and more cxcesave. 

' The robbing and torturing of travellers, the plundering and bum- 
' ing* of Saxon Villages'—' Almost all the Togni and Villages here- 
' alKiuts arc eo plundered out, that many a one now has notliing but 
' what he carri^ on his body. Plundering was universal: atid no 
' sooner was one party away, than another came, and^still another; 

' and oflai the mme house was three or four times plundered. Bran- 
' derodc, a Village two leagues from tins’ (stands on the^ield of R^sa- 
bach, if we look), so ruined out, that nobody almost has uiything 
' left: Chief-Inspecm Baron von B^’s Schloss ther^ with iU ^len- 
Mid appoiuuzulnts, they ruined utterly; took $11 money, vic^s, 

* valuables, furniture, clothes, linen and beds, all they could cany; 

^ what could not be carried away, they cut, hewed am smashed to 
^ pieces; bxoke the wine-casks; and even tore-np the documents and 
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‘ liters tbej fooncl lying in the place. BranderoA Dorf was twice 

* set fire te by mm; and was, at laft, with Zcuchfebi, which is an 
‘ Amtsdorf,—Wter both had been plundered,-^reduced to .x«$hes. The 
' Churckes of Bnmderode and Zeachfeld, with several other Chun'hes, 

* were plundered; the altars broken, the altar-cloths anri other vestures 
^ cut to pieces, and the sacred vesseU^md cups carried away,--except' 

^for we luvAi notarial exactness, and will exaggerate nothing] Hint 
‘ in the case of Branderocle they sent the cup back. Of the pollunon 
^ of die altars, and of the blai»phcm#us songs tlicsc people sang in the 

* churches, one cannot think without horror. 

* And it was merely our pretended Allies and Protectors that have 
^ desecrated our divine service, utterly wasted our Country, reduced 
^ the inhabitants to want and desperation, and, in »horl, have so bc- 

* haved that you would not know ihU region agaiit Truly ihcse troops 

* have realist for os most of the infamies w e heard reported of the 
' Cossacks, and their ravagings in Preussen lately. 

* It is oae ^ that they roblied a 5 fnxon Clet^- 

^ man’ (name and cirranistanccs con be givcu if required), ^ three times 

* over, on the public Highway; shot at him, tied hihi to a burse's tail 

* and dragged him along wi^ them; so that he is now tying ill, in 

* danger of his life. On the whole, it is our hcloved ra<;tots, Clergy- 

* men most of all, .that have been plundered of everything they lud. 

' Balgart and Zschieplitz, both Villages half a league from this. 

* have likewise been heavily plundered; they have even left (he Parson 

* nothing but what he wore on his l)ack. Grost,* another Kossbach 
place, 'which belongs to the Kammetjunker 11 elder f, has likewise' 

* • OAfi * All this happened between the 23(1 and 3TSt Oc- 

'tober; consequently before the IJaftle.* • * 'In m.iny Vill.\gcs 

' you see the trees and fields sprinkled w*ith feat tiers fioni the besUthr.t 

* have been slit-up. 

' In several Villages belonging to the Royal Electoral Privy Coun- 
' dllor von BriibP (who is properly the fountain of all this and of 
much other misery to us, if we knew it!}, ' tlie pluD<lering likewise 
' had begun; and a quantity of about a burred swine' (^o ho!) 'hnd 
^ been cut ia pieces: but in the midst of their work, the Allies heard 
' that these were Brulsl estates, and ceased their havoc of them. •Tlxei^c 
^ accordingly are the only lands in all this r^on whose fate has been 
'tolerable. ^ 

' The appdlation, every moment renewed, of " Heretic I” was the 
' courteous address fiom these people to our fdlow^-Christians; "here- 
' tic dogs {kriuruehe was a Prhdxfaf always in their mouth. 

' In WetscbutXf’a mile or two from us, up the Uastrut, 'a Frencli 
' Colonel who wanted to ride out upon the works, made the ilicie 
' Faster, Maglster Schrea, stoop down by way of horse-block, aud 
' mounted into the saddle from his back.’ (Messieurs, you will kindle 
the wrath of mankind some day, and geta terrible plucking, withiliose 
high ways of jroum I) 
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* Churches are all smashed obscene son^ uung, In form of 
‘lit&iy, from the pulpits and :Utars; what was (tone >sith the com* 
^ muni on-vessels, when ihef were not worth stealing,—is hideous to 
the religious sense, and not be mentioned in human spe^h. 

3*. 77 ie Broglio Rrinforcement coming across to jcin SoHiisOr^ 
and ptf/orm at Rossbach (Humble Petition from the Ma- 
gistrates of Sangerbausen,* To the King of Poland*! Ma¬ 
jesty) ; 

SafigerkansifH, i^dOf/obcr 1757.—* Scarcely had we, with profound 

* submission (a//m 4 ftftrtbatrfgst), tinder date of the i^th current, re* 

* presented to your Royal Majesty and Electoral Translucency how 

* licavily we were pre$s^-down by the foragc-requisitlooa and transits 

* of troops, and the consequent expenditure in fo^, drinking, in oats 

* and hay, which no one pays,—when dirtily tlicreafleri on the 14th 

‘ of October, a new French party, of ./—Fischer is 

a mighty Hussar, scarcely inferior to Turpin ; and slaxuis in astonish¬ 
ing authority with KicbeHeu, and an Army whose object is plunder, 
—^new party of the Fischer Corps, of some-sixty men and horse, 

* arrived in the Town; demanded meat, drink, oats and Lay, and all 

* Utings necessary; which they received from us ;-^ancl not only paid 

* not one farthii4( for oil lhi<, but fuithermore some of them, instead 

* of thanks to their T^andlord, Kossold, forcitdy broke-up his presi*, 

* drank his brandy, and carried-off a Ttfitif (gather-all) with mouey in 
‘ it. From a Tanner, Lindauer by name, they hargamed for a hucW- 
‘ skin; and having taken, wouH not pay it. In the Rathskeller (Town 

* Public-house) they drank much wine, and gave nothing for it? nay 

* on marching off,—because no mo*intcd {^ide (reitemifr Bote) was at 

* hand, and tiiougb they had l)erore e\pressly said none such would be 
^ needed,—they rushed ahoat like distracted persons {ude rosendc Ltufe) 

* in tlie market-place and in the strccLs; beat the people, tumbled them 

* about, and lugged them along, in a violent manner; using abusive 

* longu^c to a frightful extent, and threatening every misfortune. 

* Hardly were we rid of this confusion and astonishment, when^ on 

* October aisl^ a whole swarm of horses, men, women, children and 

* wagons, which IHccwise nil belonged to the Fischer Corps, and were 

* commanded by First-Lieutenant Schmidt, came into our Towm This 
^ troop consisted of 80 nuit, part infantry, part cavalry; with 

* 80 work-horses, to bn^oge-wagons, and about too persms, women, 

* sick people and the like. They stayed the whole night nerc; made 

* meat, drink, com, hay and whatuver they needed be brought them; 

^ and went oR nex^ day without paying anything. 

^ Our Inns we(e now almost quite exhausted of forage in com or 

* hay; and we kndw not how we were to pay what hod been spent,~ 

* when the thirty FrChch Light Cavalry, of whom we, with ptofouftd 

Ferdiaaad's Ccrrespoadeois, sa/uis(West^Un^ u 4a*<t7) dtc, &o. 
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^ samissioBi on tie sjth Atij 44 s garc jour Royal Majesty and EI(^toral 

* Transluvency acA>Qfit, renewed tbcir yi^t uprm us; came, umlcr ^he 

* command of Rittnieister de Mocn, on the %td of October' (while 
the baggage*wagons, work-horsey women, sick, and ko forth, were 
hardly gone), ‘lowaids evening, into the Town; consumetl In meal 
‘ and drink, oatb and hay, ojk! the ffke, what they coukl lay hold of; 

and next tioming early marched away, paying, their custom is, 
' nothing. 

‘ Not enough that,—l>esides llte great forage'contribulion 

* iruHf), whicl; we already, with profound submission, noiihed to your 
^ Koyal Majebty and Electoral Tran^lucency as having l>een laid upon 
^ os; and that, by order of the Due <Ic Uroglio, a new requisition is 

* now laid on us, and we have had to engage for vixty 4 our more sacks 

* of wheat, and tbirty*two of rye (as is uotc<l under hea^l A, in the 

* enclosed copy},—theie has farther come on us, on llte part of the 
‘ Racha Army, from 1 ^*ti%*Cuininissarius lIclUorT (w*hoge Schlo^s of 
Grdst, we per^fve^^lpMffi^ince burnt, by way of thanks lo him^^), 

* the simultaneous Order for instant delivery of Forage (as under 

* head B, here enclosed)! Thus are we, at the ap[>oiDlc<l places, all 

* at once to furoish such quantities, more than we can raise; and know 
‘ not when^or where we shall, either for what has been already fur- 
‘ nished, or for what is still to be, receive one penny of money: nay, 

* over and above, we are to sustain the many maiUiings uf troops, and 

* provide to the same what meat, drink, oats, hay anrl so on, they re- 
' quire, without the least return of payment! 

* So unendurable, and, taken all together, so hard (sic) begins the 

* conduct of these troops, that profess Ijemg come ns friends and helpers, 

* to appear to us. Ajid Heaven alone knows how long, under a con- 
‘ tinuance of such things, the subjects (whom the Ilaiisiotm of last 

* year had at any rate impoveri'died) shall be able to support the same, 
' We would, were a reasonable delisciy of forage laid upon us even 
^ at a low price, and the board and billet of iho maiching troops jiaid 
^ to us even in part, lay*uut our wliole sticngth in helping to bear the 
^ burdens of the Fatherland; but if such things go on, whah will soon 
' leave us only bare life and empty huts, we can look forward to no- 
‘ thii^ but our min %nd destruction. But, as it is not your ftoyal 

* Majesty's and Electoral Translucency's most gracious will that we, 

* joax Most Supreme SclPsmost faithful subjects, should entholyperish, 

* therefore we repeat our fonner most submissive prayer once again 

* with hot (/rV) sorrow of mind to Higfaest-the-Same; and sob most 

* for that help which your Most Supicmu Seif, through 

* most gracious mediation with the Due de Richelieu, with the Rcichs 
' Army or wherever else, might perhaps most graciously proaire for 
' us. Who, ia deepest longing thitherwaids, with the most deepest 

devotion, remain—unfortunately, not given). 

How many Saxons and Germans generally.—alus, how many men 
Sopii, No. a. ^ H$ldin^<^(hkkte, iv. 68S-691. 



^S6‘ SEVEN-YEARS WAR RISES Boevxvin. 

5th Kov. 175J, 

universal!}^,-—cry towards celestial luntnaries of Ul^ gorming iS&d 
with the most deepest derotioDp fh tbeir extreme ne^^tider their un« 
sufTcrable injuries; and are tmly like dogs in the backyard barking 
at the hfoon. I'he Moon won’t come down to them, be as 
green cBcese; the Moon can’ll— 

I 

4® Dauphiness afUr Rossbach. ‘Excise-Inspectoft^Neitsche, 
at Bcbtci, near Weissenfels* (Bebra is well ahead from 
Freiburg and the burnt Badge, and a good twenty-five 
miles west of Weissenfels), • writes To the King of P> 
land's Majesty, <jth November 1757 : 

' May it please your Koyal Majesty and Electoral Translucency, 

* out of your higl)cst grace, to take knowledge, from the accompany- 
‘ ing Regisicrh sub Afartit' (sign unknown to rea<lers here), ‘ of 
' the things uhich, in the name of this Township of Bebra, the Blir- 

* germeister jf^Uann Adam, with the others concerned, 

‘ have laid before the Rxcisc-Inspcction here, ""s follows; 

** It \Nill he alreaily well known to the Excise-Inspection that on 
** the 7th of November (<r. r.) of the current year” (day before yester¬ 
day, in fact!), ^Mhe Krunch Army so Imodled this place as to have 
** not only taken from the inhabitmits, by o]>en force, al^ bread and 
** articles of fo<}d, but likewise all clothes, b^s, linens {IVascbe), and 
** other portable goods; that it has bioken, split to pieces, and emp- 
lic<l out, all chests Ixjxes, presses, dinwers; has shot dead, inihe 
“ backyards and on the thatch-roofs nil manner of feathered-stock, 
“ as hens, geese, pigeons; also carried forth with it ail swine, cow, 
sheep and hoise cattle; laid violent hands on the inhabitants, 
** clap|)ed guns, swords, pistols to tbdr breast, and threatened to kill 
** them unless they showed and brought out whatever goods they 
** had; or else has hunted them wholly out of their houses, shooting 
at them, cutting, sticking and at last driving them away, thereby to 
have the freer mom to rob and plunder: flung-out hay and other 
harvest-stock from the bams into the mud and dung, and bad it 
** trampled to ruin under the horses’ feet; nay, in fact, has dealt with 
this ]^lace in so unpennitted a way as even to i*He most hard-hearted 
“ man must seem compassionablc.”— —Poor fellows 1 cetera desunt; 
but that is enough! ^Vhal can a Polid Majesty and Electoral Trand- 
lucency do? Here too is a sorrowfiil bowlmg to the Moda” 

• • ‘For a hundred miles round,’ writes St. Germain, 'the 

‘ Country is plundered and harried as if fire hom Hcas^ had fidlen 
‘ on it; scarcely have our plunderers and marauders led tbt houses 
‘ standing.'—' £ lead a band of robbers, of assassins, fit for breaking 
' on the wheel; they would turn tail at the first gunshot, and are 
always ready to mutiny. If the Government (/a Ceur^* with Its 
Pomp^oar presiding, very unlikely for such an enterprise!) 

V HcUUn^tchehtit iv. 6as» ' 
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*af the imke to the root of all this, we maj giT^up the notioD of 
• War.*> 

Such a pitcA have French Annies sunk to. When was 
there Men such a Bellona as Dauphiness before? Nay, in 
fact, she is the same deviUsc^ing Army that MarcclLl dc 
Saxe comgianded with such tnumph,—Mardchat de Saxe in 
better luck for opponents; Army Aen in a younger stage of 
its development. Foaming th^ as sweet must, as new wine, 
in the hands of a skil^ vintner, poisonous but brisk; not run, 
as now, to the vinegar state, intolerable to all mortals. She 
can now announce from her camp-thcatres the reverse of the 
Roucotix program, ‘'Tomorrow, Messieurs, you are going to 
fight; our Manager foresees'*—you will be beaten; and we 
cannot say what or where the next Piece will bo ! Impious, 
licentious, high-fiaring efflorescence of all the Vicos is not to 
be redeemeff by the one Quasi*Virtue of readiness to be shot; 
-^weetof that kind, and sour of this, arc the same substance, 
ifyou only wait. How kind was the Devil to his Saxe; and llew 
away with him in rosepink, while it was still time t 


CHAPTER IX. 

FRIEDRICH MARCHES FOR SILESIA. 

The fame of Friedrich is high enough again in the Gazet¬ 
teer world ; all people, and the French themselves, laughing at 
their grandiloquent Dauphiness-Bellona, and writing epigrams 
on Soubise. But Friedrich's difficulties are still enormous. 
One enemy coming with open mouth, you plungc-in upon, and 
ruin, on this hand ; and it only gives you room to attempt 
upon another bigger one on that. Soubise he has finished 
handsomely, for tUs season ; but now he must try conclusions 
with Prince KarL Quick, towards Silesia, after this glorious 
Victory which the Gazetteers are celebrating. 

The news out of Silesia are ominously doubtful, bad at the 
best. D^e Bevem, once Winterfeld was gone, had, as we 
olwerved, rclt himself free to act; unchecked, but also unsup¬ 
ported, by counsel of the due heroism; and had acted un¬ 
wisely. Made direct for Silesia, namely, where are mcal-ma"a- 
zincs and strong places. Prince Karl, they say, was aUo 

St. Germzin, ailer Koubach sod Uefott (io 

VOL. VII. S 
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u&wise; took so^houg^bt beforehand, or ht might have gain^ 
marches, disputed rivers, Bober, QueUs, with'Bi^ven), and as 
good as hindered him from ever getting to Silesia. So aay 
critics, Retzow and others; perhaps looking too iixedly cgk one 
side ot*the question. Certain it is. Bevem marched in peace 
to Silesia ; found it by no means the better place it had pro¬ 
mised to be. ' , c 

Prince Karl,—I^aun there as second, but Karl now the 
dominant hand,—was on the iieels of Severn, inarch after 
march. Prince Karl cut athwart him by one cunning march, 
in Liegnitz Country ; barring him from Schweidnitz, the chief 
stronghold of Silesia, and to appearance from Breslau, the 
chief city, too. Bevem, who did not want for soldiership, 
when reduced to his shifts, now made a beautiful manoeuvre, 
say the critics ; struck-out leftwards, namely, and crossed the 
Oder, as if making for Glogau, quite beyond PAnce Karl's 
sphere of possibility,—but turned to right, not to left, when 
across, and got in upon Breslau from the other or east side df 
the River. Cunning manoeuvre, if you will, and followed by 
cunning manccuvres: hut the result is, Prince Kari has got 
Schweidnitz to rear, stands between Breslau and it; can be¬ 
siege Schweidnitz when be likes, and no relief to it possible 
that will not cost a battle. A battle, thinks Friedrich, is what 
Bevem ought to have tried at first ; a well-fought battle might 
have settled everything, and there was no other good likeli¬ 
hood in such an expedition : but now, by detaching reinferco* 
ments to this garrison and that, he has weakened huBself be¬ 
yond right power of fighting.^ Schweidnitz is liable to siege; 
Breslau, with its poor wails and multitudinous population, can 
stand no siege worth mentioning; the Silesian stirong places, 
not to speak of meal-magazines, are like to go a bad road. 
Quite dominant, this Prince Karl; placarding and prockuming 
in all places, according to the new “ Imperial Patent,”^ That 
Silesia is her Imperial Majesty’s again I Which eeema to be 
fast becoming the fact;—^unless contradicted better. Quick 1 
Bevem has now, October ist, so manceuvre ^eft but to 
draw out of Breslau ; post himself on tibe souftiem side of it, 
in a safe angle there, marshy Lohe in fi'ont, broad Oder to 
rear, Breslau at his right-hand with bread; and there intrench- 
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<ag: himself bjr the best methods, vait slowly, in a sitting pos- 
tnre, ev^ts |vhich are extensiwly on the gallop at present. 
One fancies, Hhd Winterfeld been still there ! It is as brave 
an .^my, 30,000 or more, as ever wore steel. Surely some¬ 
thing could have been done with it;—something bctftr than 
sit watching the events on full gallop all round! Bevcm was 
a joyal, (fbnsiderably skilful and valiant man; in the Battle of 
Lobositz, and elsewhere, we have seen him brave as a lion; 
but perhaps in the other kind of bravery wanted here, he— 
Wdi, his case was horribly difficult; full oi intricacy. And he 
sat, no doubt in a very wretched state, consulting the oracles, 
with events (which arc themselves oracular) going at such a 
pace. 

Sebweidnitz was besieged October 26th. Nadasti, with 
30 , 000 , was set to do it; Prince Karl, with 6*,000, ready 
to protect^him; Prince Bevem asking the oracles:—what a 
bit of news for Friedrich ; breaking suddenly the cffulgency of 
^ossbacb with a bar of ominous bUck! Friedrich, still in the 
thick of^ure Saxon business, makes instant arrangement for 
Silesia Ss well: Prince Henri, with such and such corps, to 
maintain the Saale, and guard Saxony ; Marshal Keith, with 
such and such, to step-over into Bohemia, and raise contribu¬ 
tions at least, and tread on the tail of the big Silesian snake : 
all this Friedrich settles within a week; takes certain corps 
of his own, effective about 13,000; and on November 13th 
marches from Leiprig. Round by Torgau, by Muhlberg, 
Grossenhayn; by Bautzen, Weissenberg, across the Queiss, 
across the Bober; and so, with long marches, strides con¬ 
tinually forward, all hearts willing, and all limbs, though in 
this sad winter weather, towards relief of Schweidnitz. 

At Grossenhayn, fifth day of the march, Friedrich learns 
that Schweidnitztfs gone. November I2th-i4th, Schwiridnitz 
went by capitulation; contrary to everybody’s hope or fear; 
certainly 4 very short defence for such a fortress. Fault of 
the Commandant, was everybody’s first thought. Not pro¬ 
bably the best of Commandants, said others gradually; but 
his garriAn had Saxons in it-one day ‘ 180 of them in a 
‘ lump threw-down their arms, in the trenches, and went over 
* to the Enemy.' Owing to whatsoever, the place is gone. 
Such towers, such curtains, star-ramparts; such an opulence 
of cannons, stores, munitions, a 3o,ooof. of hard cash, one 
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kem. All is gon», after a fortnight's siege. What a piece 
news* as heard by Friedrich,^coming at his fitnost towards 
the scene itself 1 As seen by Bevem, too, in bis questioning 
mood, it was an event of very oracular nature. * 

On*hlonday 14th Schwddpitz fell; Karl, with Nadasti re¬ 
united to him, was now 80,000 odd ; and lost no t^c. On 
Tuesday next, Novembtr Z2d, 1757, 'at three in the morning,’ 
long hours before daybreak, Kq^l, with his 60,000, all learn¬ 
edly arranged, comes rolling over upon hapless Bevem : with 
no end of cannonading and storm of war ; Battle 0/ Breslau, 
they call it; ruinous to Bevem. Of which we shall attempt 
no description : except to say, that Karl had five bridges on 
the Lohe, came across the Lobe by five Bridges; and that 
Severn stood to bis arms, steady as the rocks, to prevent his 
getting over? and to entertain him when over; that there were 
five principal attacks, renewed and re-rcnewed as lotlg as need¬ 
ful, with torrents of shot, of death and tumult; over six or 
eight miles of country, for the space of fifteen hours. Battl? 
comparable only to Malplaquct, said the Austrians ^ such a 
hunicane of artiUery, strongly-entrenched enemy and loud 
doomsday of war. Did not end till nine at night; Austrians 
victorious, more or less, in four of their attacks or separate 
enterprises : that is to say, masters of the Lohe, and of the 
outmost Prussian villages and posts in front of the Prussian 
centre and right wing ; victorious in that northern part;—but 
plainly unvictorious in the south-east or Prussian left wing,— 
farthest off from Breslau, and under Ziethen’s command,— 
where they were driven across the Lohe again, and lost pri¬ 
soners and cannons, or a cannon.^ 

Some of Bevem’s people, grounding on this latter circum¬ 
stance, and that they still held the Battlefield, or most part of 
it, write thqmsclves victorious;—though in •11 dim brirf man¬ 
ner, as if conscious of the contrary. Which indqed was the 
fact. At the omncil of war, which he suinmoned«that even¬ 
ing, theie were proposals of night-attack, and other fierce 
measures; bijt Bevem, rejecting the plan for a night^ttack on 
the Austnan camp as too dubious, did, in tlie dark hours, 
through the silent streets of Breslau, withdraw himself across 
the Oder, instead; leaving 80 cannon, and 8,000 killed and 
wounded; an evidently beaten man and Army. And indeed 
' 1 b Seytanh, Tbm Accouals; Bejlapn, fi. 198, ni, >34 «t 
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dtd straightway disappear personally altogefheri as no lj>Qger 
equal to evtn^. Rode out, &mely, to reconnoitre in the 
gray of bis second sad morning, on this new Bank of the OdCr; 
sas^^ittle except gray mist; but rode into a Croat outpost, only 
one poor groom attending him^ and was there made prisoner: 
—intenti^naliy, thought mankind; intentionally, thinks Fried- 
rleh, who was veiy angry with the poor man.^ 

The poor man was cariacd to Vienna, if readers care to 
know ; but being a near Cousin there (second-cousin, no less, 
to the late Empress-Mother), was by the high now-reigning 
Empress-Queen received in a charmingly gracious manner, and 
sent home again without ransom. To Stettin beckoned 
Friedrich sternly from the distance, and would not sec him at 
all: " To Stettin, I say, your official post in time of peace I 
Ccmman<^me the invalid Garrison there; you am fit for no¬ 
thing better T—I will add one other thing, which unhappily 
jjfill seem strange to readers: that there came no whisper of 
complaint from Bevem ; mere silence, and loyal industry with 
his pooi means, from Severn; and that he proved heroically 
useful in Stettin two years hence, against the Swedes, against 
the Russians in the Siege-of-Colberg time; and gained Fried¬ 
rich's favour again, with other good results. Which I observe 
was a common method with Prussian Generals and soldiers, 
when, unjustly or justly, they fell into trouble of this kind; and 
a much better one than that of complaining in the Newspapers, 
and demanding Commissions of Inquiry, presided over by Chaos 
and the Fourth-Estate, now is. 

Bevem bdng with the Croats, the Prussian Army falls to 
General Kyau, as next in rank; who (directly in the teeth of 
Rcrct orders that are speeding hither for Bevem and him) 
marches away, leaving Breslau to its fate; and making towards 
Glogau, as the dSe sure point in this wreck of things. And 
prince Karl, that same d^y, goes upon Breslau; which is in 
po case tef resist and be bombarded: so that poor old General 
Le^twitz, the Prussian Commandant,—always thought to be a 
valiwt oU gentleman, but who had been wounded in the late 
Action, and was blamably discouraged,—took the terms ofifered, 
and surrendered without firing a gun. Garrison and he to 
nwtth out, in 'Free Withdrawal;* these are the terms t Gar- 

< Preuu, IL t«. More exact tn Rutaen, l>tr Ltuikm (BresUii, 1S5;, 

melienc exact littJe Compilation, from laanilold sourcea weU ctudlcd), pp. 
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risoa was 4,000 and odd, Silesian recniijs ; but there 

marched hardly 500 out with poor Lestwite; (he Silesian re¬ 
cruits,—persuaded by conceivable mediods, that they were to 
be priseners of war, and that, in short, Austria was now ccune 
to be King again, and might ntakc inquiry into men's conduct, 
-.-found it safer to take service with Austria, to vdnish into • 
holes in Breslau or where they could; and, for instance, one 
regiment (or battalion, let us hid6' the name of it), on marching 
through the Gate, consisted only of nine ^ef officers and four 
men.® 

There were lost 98 pieces of cannon; endless magazines 
and stores of war. A Breslau scandalously gone ;—a Breslau 
preaching day after next (27th, which was Sunday), in certain 
of its churches, especially Cardinal Schaffgotsch in the Dotn 
Insel doing it, I'hanksgiving Sermons, as per ordeit with unc¬ 
tion real or official, " That our ancient sovereigns are restored 
to uswhich Sermons,—except in the Schafigotsch case, Prinee * 
Kai'l and the high Catholic world all there in gala,—-were 
‘ sparsely attended,’ say my authors. The Austrians a're at the 
lop of their pride; and consider full surely that Silesia is tluirs, 
though Friedrich were here twice over. "What is Friedrich? 
Wc beat him at Kolin. His Prussians at Zittau, at Moys, at 
Breslau in the new Malplaquet, were we beaten by them ? 
Hnh!”—and snort (in the Austrian messrooms), and sohp their 
Angers at Friedrich and bis coming. 

It was at Gbrlitz (scene of poor Winterfeld’s death) that 
Friedrich, ‘ on November 23d, the tenth day of his march,' first 
got rumour of the Breslau Malfdaquet: " endless cannonading 
heard thereabouts ail yesterday I” said rumoor from the eas^ 
—more and more steadily, as Friedrich hastened forwud;— 
and tVat it was "a victory forBevem.” Til^at Naumburg on 
the Queiss, 'he gets the actual tidings: Severn gtme to the 
Croats, Breslau going, Kyau marching vague; and,what kind 
of victory it was. • 

Ever from Grossenhayn onwards there had been message 
on message, more and more rigorous, precise and fiidignant, 
"Do this, do that; your Dilection sh^ answer it with your 
headf—not one message of sriiich reached his Dilecticn, till 
Dilection and Fate (such the gallop of events) bad done the 

* MaUnr, SeJtiaeht in Lmtim ^Sy.- p iufen cSty t am rfritisweHl 
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j^tnry: and now Dil«cttoa and Us head have made a ^ish 
of it. “i^o,"%nswers Friedrich himself; “not till we are all 
finishedl”—ana pushes-on, he too, like a kind of Fate. "What 
doctor can he mean, then F’ say the Austrians, with scornful 
astonishment, and think his must be turning: "Will he 
beat us oyt of Silesia with his Potsdam Guard>Paradc, then 
" fotsdamsfheWacht-Parade —so they denominate his small 
Army; and are very mirtbful^o their messrooms. " 1 will at* 
" ta^ them, if they stood on the Zobtenberg, if they stood on 
" the steeples of Breslau I" said Friedrich; and tramped dili¬ 
gently forward. Day after day, as the real tidings arrive, bis 
outlook in Silesia is becoming darker and darker: a sternly 
dark march this altogether. Prince Karl has thrown a garrison 
into Liegnitz on Friedrich’s road; Prince Karl lies encamped 
with Bresl^ at bis back; has above So,ooo when fully gathered; 
and reigns supreme in those parts. Darker march there seldom 
9^: all blade save a light that bums in one heart, refusing to 
M quenched till death. 

Friedrich sends orders that Kyau shall be put in arrest; 
that Ziethen shall be general of the Bevcm wreck, shall bring 
it round by Glogau, and rendezvous with Friedrich at a place 
and day,—Parchwiti, 2d of December coming;—and be steady, 
my old Ziethen. Friedrich brushes past the Liegnitz Garrison, 
leaves Liegtutz and it a trifle to the right; arrives at Parchwitz 
November 28th; and there rests, or at least his weary troops 
do, till Ziethen come up ;*thc King not very restful, with so 
many things to prearrange; a life or death crisis now nigh. 
Well, it is but death; and death has been fronted before now! 
We who are after the event, on the safe sunny side of it, can 
form small image of the horrors and the inward dubieties to 
him who is passing through it;—and how Hope is needed to 
shine heroically Itemal in some hearts. Fire of Hope, that 
does not issue in mere blaziags, mad audacities and chaotic 
dospair, bift advances withes eyes open, measuredly, counting 
its steps, to the wrestlii^-place^—this is a godlike thing; much 
available^o mankind in all the battles they have; battles with 
steti, or cf whatever sort. 


Friedrich, at Parchwitz, assembled his Captains, and spoke 
to them; k was the night after Ziethen came in, night of De¬ 
cember 3d, 1757; and Ziethen, no doubt, was ^re: for it is 
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an authentic mreting. this at Parchwitz, and the words 
takeh down. 


FriedricHs Speech to his Generals (Parchwitz, 3d December 

“It is not unknown to you, meine Herren, wh&t disaster^ 
“ have befallen here, while we were busy with the French and 
“ ReichsArmy. Schweidnitz irf gone; Duke of Bevem beaten; 

“ Breslau gone, and all our war-stores there ; good part of Si- 
“ lesia gone: and, in fact, my embarrassments would be at the 
“ insuperable pitch, had not 1 boundless trust in you, and your 
“ qualities, which have been so often manifested, as soldiers 
“ and sons of your Country. Hardly one among you but has 
“ distingui^ed himself by some nobly memorable action: all 
" these services to the State and me I know wc^l, and will 
“ never fo^et. 

*' I flatter myself, therefore, that in this case too nothiw^ ' 
■' will be wanting which the State has a nght to expect of your 
“ valour. The hour is at hand. 1 should think I had done 
“ nothing, if I left the Austrians in possession of Silesia. Let 
“ me apprise you, then: I intend, in spite of the Rules of Art, 

“ to attack Prince Karl’s Army, which is nearly thrice our 
“ strength, wherever I find it. The question is not of his num- 
“ bers, or the strength of his position; ail this, by courage, by 
“ the skill of our methods, wc will try to make good- This step 
“ I must risk, or everything is lost.' We must beat the enemy. 

“ or perish all of us before his batteries. So I read the case; 

“ so I will act in it. 

“ Make this my determination known to all Officers of the 
“ Army; prepare the men for what work is now to ensue, and 
“ say«that 1 hold myself entitled to dcmand,exact fu lfilm ent of 
“ orders. For you, when I reflect that you arc Prussians, can 
“ 1 think that you will act unworthily ? But if tbei); should be 
“ one or another who dreads to share all dangers with me, he,” 
—continued his Majesty, with an interrogative look, and then 
pausing for answer,—" can have his Discharge thJ^ evening, 

“ and shall not suffer the least reproach from me.”—Modest 
strong bass murmur; meaning “No, by the Eternal t” if you 
looked into the eyes and faces of the group. Never will Retzow 

* From RtUaa, i S40-»49 (tlislitir abridged)* 
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Jutiior forget that scene, and how effulgcntly eloquent the vete> 
lan physiogn#afies were. • * 

Hah^ I kifcw said the King, with bis most radiant 
smiley none of you would desert me I I depend on your help. 

then; and on victory as sur^**—The speech winds-tip with 
a specific^ssage: ** Cavalry regiment that does not on the 

***^stant, on order given, dash full plunge into the enemy, I 
** will, directly after the Battle^unhorse, and make it a Garrison 
regiment. The In^try battalion which, meet with what it 
** may, shows the least sign of hesitating, loses its colours and 
its sabres, and I cut the trimming from its uniform 1 Now 
good*night, Gentlemen: shortly we have either beaten the 
” Enemy, or we never see one another again." 

An excellent temper in this Army; a rough vein of heroism 
in it, ste^ to the death;—and plenty of hope in^t too. hope 
in Vater FTitr. '‘Nev^r mind," the soldiers used to say, in 
John Duke of Marlborough’s time, “Corporal John will get us 
mrough it!"—^That same evening Friedrich rode into the Camp, 
where tl^ regiments he had were now all gathered, out of their 
cantonments, to march on the morrow. First regiment he came 
upon was the Life-Guard Cuirassiers: the men, in their accus¬ 
tomed way, gave him good-evening, which he cheerily returned. 
Some of Ae more veteran sort asked, ruggedly confidential, as 
well as loyal: “What is thy news, then, so late?" “Good 
news, children {/Cinder): tomorrow you will beat the Austrians 
tightly!" “ That we will, —!" answered they.—“ But think 
only where they stand yonder, and how they have entrenched 
themselves^' said Friedrich. “And if they had the Devil in 
front and all round them, wc ynH knock them out; only thou 
lead us on I“—Well, I will see what you can do t now lay you 
down, and sleep sound; and good sleep to you!" “Good¬ 
night, Frits!" an5#er all;^ as Fritz ambles on to the next regi¬ 
ment, to which, as to every one, he will have some word. 

Was it^be ^rnous Pommem regiment, this that he next 
spoke to,*^who answered Loudon's summons to them once (as 
shall be ^ticed by and by) in a way ineffable, though unfor¬ 
gettable? Manteufcl^of Foot; yes, no other!® They have 
their own opinion of their capacities against an enemy, and do 
not want for a good conceit of riicmselves. “ Well, children, 

9 MO^er. p. (txm of wbom ^rti); Prouu, && &c. 
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hoM(.think you if will be tomorrow ? They arf twice as strong 
as we.” ‘‘Nerer thou mind that; there are^ni Poriimerners 
amoi^ them; thou knowest what the Pominemers can d<f f—• 
Friedffch : '* Yea, truly, that do I; otherwise I durst nSt risk 
the battle. Kow good sleep you t tomorrow, then» we shall 
either have beaten the Enemy or else be all dead> ** Vea/V 
answered the whole regiment; *'dead, or else the Endbiy 
beaten and so went to deep*^leep, preface to a deeper for 
many of them,—as beseems brave mhn. In this world it 
much beseems the brave man, uncertain about so many 
things, to be certain of himself for one thing. 

These snatches of Camp Dialogue, much more the Speech 
preserved to us by Ret4ow Junior, appear to be true; t^ugh 
as to the dates, the circumstances, there has been debating.^ 
Other Anecdotes, dubious or more, still float about in quantity; 

of which let us give only one; that of the Deserter (which 
has merit as a myth). ‘‘What made thee desert, then#^ ' 
Hm, alas, your Majesty, we were got so down in the world, 
and had such a time of it!”—**We!l, try it one day more; and 
if we cannot mend matters, thou and I will both desert.” 

A learned Doctor, one of the most recent on these matters, 
is astonished why the Histories of Friedrich should be such 
dreary reading, and Friedrich himself so prosaic, barren an 
object; and lays the blame upon the Age, insensible to real 
greatness; led away by claptrap Napolconisms, regardless of 
expense. Upon which SmeUuugus takes him up, with.a twitch: 

* To my sad mind, Herr Doctor, it seems ascribable n^her to the 

* Dryasdust of these Ages, especially to the Prusrian liryasdust, sit- 
‘ ting comfortable in his Academies, waving sublimely his long ears 

* as he tramples human Heroisms into tinintelligible pipeclay and 

* dreary continents of sand and cinders, with the Doctors all 

‘ plauding. ^ 

^ Had the sacred Poe^ or num of real Human Genius, been ai his 

* work, for the thousand years last past, instead of idl^* fiddling far 
‘ away from his work,—which surely is doable os beix^ very nuSnly, 

^ That of inttrprding human neroisms; of painfully extricatisg, a^ 

* extorting from the drcumambleBt chaos of muddy balA/le, nm^ur 
‘ and mendacity, some not inconceivable human mid divide Image 

* Qi them, more and more clear, complete and credible tot mankind 

* (poor mankind,dumbly looking up to him for guidance as io what 
< it shall ^ink of God and ol Men in this Scene of Thix^V*^ Cal« 


* Kutmn, pp. t75*xSt. 
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* cuEit«, we sbottld this time faa^ had a dUTercftt Friedrich ()f it; 
‘ 0 IleaTeoe, aHinerent world of it, m so many respects t 

' llj esteemed ^err Doctcor, it is too painbl a subject. GodKke 

* fabu)^ Adiilles, and the old Greek Kings of men, one perceives, 

* after study, to be dim enough Grazier Sovereigns, liviiig%mong 

* infinite dung,'* till tbeir sacred Podt cxlricnted tliem. And our un- 
^sacred ali^lesecrating I>ryA5dast,-*^lIerr Doctor, I inn&t say, ii hlh 

* xnt with despair! Authentic human Heroisms, not fabulous a whit, 
‘ but true to Ae bone, and by alioappearance very much nobler than 

* those of godlike AchiHes and pious ^Eneas ever could have been,«^ 

* left in ibis maimer, trodden ui^er foot of man and beast; man and 
‘ bea^ alike insensible that there is anything but conimou mud under 

* foot, and grateful to anybody that will assure them there is nothing. 

* Oh Doctor, oh Doctor] And the results of it—You need not go 

* etclosively France” to look at them. I1iey arc too visible in 
Mhe so-called ^'Social Hiemrehies,” and sublime giit^ Doggeries, 
' sacred and^cnlar, of all modem Countries! Let us be silent, my 
•friend,'— 


Prussian Dryasdust,' he says elsewhere •does make a terrible 
of it; especially when be attempts to weep through his pipeclay, 

• or rise with bis long earn into the moral .sublime. As to the German 

• People, Pfind that they dimly have not wanlc<l sensibility to Fried* 
'rich; that their multitudes of Anecdotes, '.till circulating among 

• them in print and vivd twe, are proof of thib. Thereby they liave 

• at least made a AlytA of Friedricfa'b ilbtory, and given some rhyth- 

• znus, life and cbeerful human substantiality to hi> work and lum. 

• Accept these Anecdotes as the Kpic could not uiitc of him, )>ut 

• were lirnging to hoar from somebody who could. Who has not yet 

• appeared among mankind, nor will for some lime. Alas, my friend, 

• on piercing through the beu^dcriog nimbus of babble, malignity, 

• mendadty, which veils sevenfold the Face of Fried ricli from us, and 

• getting to set some glimpses of the Face itself, one is sorrowfiilly 

• struck dumb once more. What a suicidal set of creatures; com- 

• jnanding as with erne voice, Hiat there shall be no Heroism more 
^ among them; that all shall be Do^ery and Commonplace hence* 

• forth. “ Ach, ffuiet lUber SuIat^ you don't know that daftined 

• brood 1”— —well “Solomon's Temple,” the Moslem say, 

• “had to bmlt under the chirping of ten thousand Sparrows.” 
' Tea thousand of (hem; ctmunittee of the whole house, unanimously 

• of the opposite view;» and cooid not quite hinder it. That too is 

More to our immediate purpose is this other thing: That 
the Austriaashave been in Council of War ; and, on delibera^ 
tion, have decided to come out of their defences; to quit their 
strong Camp, whidi lies so digibiy, ahead of Breslau and 
arear of Usia a&d of ScbweidoiU Water yonder; to cross 
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Schweidmtz Wcter» leave Lissa behind them; and meet' thia 
offensively a^essive Frie^ch in pitched iigbv. Sweral had 
voted, No, why stir?—Daun especially, ana others with em¬ 
phasis. need of fighting at all/' said Daun: can 

defend Schweidnitz Water ; iijiin him before he ever get across." 

Defend ? Be assaulted by an Army like his urges Luc- 
chesi, the other Chief General: ** It is totally unworthy of us ! 
We have gained the game; aU the honours ours; let usbave 
done with it. Give him battle, since he fortunately wishes it; 
we finish him, and gloriously finish the War too I" So argued 
Lucchesi, with vivacity, persistency,—to his own ill luck, but 
evidently with approval from Prince Karl. Everybody secs, 
this is the way to Prince KarPs favour at present. Have not 
I reconquered Silesia?" thinks Prince 1^1 to himself; and 
beams applause on the high course, not the low pjpdent one.^^ 
In a word, the Austrians decide on stepping out to meet Fried¬ 
rich in open battle : it was the first time they ever did so; 
it was likewise the last. 

Sunday December 4th, at four In the morning, Friedrich 
has marched from Parchwitz, straight towards the Austrian 
Camp he bears, one can fancy with what pleasure, that the 
Austrians are advancing towards him, and will not need to be 
forced in their strong position. His march is in four columus, 
Friedrich in the vanguard; quarters to be Neumarkt, a little 
Town about fourteen miles off. » Within some miles of Neu¬ 
markt, early in the afternoon, he learns that there are a thou¬ 
sand Croats in the place, the Austrian Bakery Sk work there, 
and engineer people marking-out an Austrian Camp. ** On the 
Height beyond Neumarkt, that will be?" thinks Friedrich; for 
he knows this ground, having often done reviews here; to 
Breslau all the way on both hands, not k rood of it but is 
familiar to him. Which was a singular advantage, say the 
critics; and a point the Austrian Council of War ^should have 
taken more thought of. 

Friedrich, before entering Neumarkt, sends a c'egiment to 
ride quietly round it on both sides, and to seize that Height he 
knows of. Height once seized, or ready for seizing, he bursts 
the barrier of Neumarkt; dashos-in upon the thousand Croats; 
flings-out the Croats In extreme hurry, musketry and sabre 

^ Kutm, pp. 45«4S. MQlkr, p. tS. 
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acting on them ; they find their Height beset, their retreat cut* 
off, and that they must vanish, the 1,000 Croats, * <^9 
* were taken prifoners, and 120 slain,' in this unexpected 
sweeplhg*out of Ncumarkt. Better still, in Keumarkt is found 
the Austrian Bakery, set-up and^n full workdchvei? you 
80,000 br^d*rations hot-and-hot, which little expected to go 
AcHa road. On the Height, the Austrian stakes and cn* 
gineer-tools were found sticking in the ground; so hasty had 
the fiight been. • 

How Prince Karl came to expose his Bakery, his staff of 
life so far ahead of him ? Prince Karl, it is clear, was a little 
puffed-up with high thoughts at this time. The capture of 
Schweidnitz, the late ** Malplaquet" (poorish Anti-Dcvcrn Mai- 
plaquet), capture of Breslau, and the low and lost condition of 
Friedrich's ^ilesian affairs, had more or less tarfled every¬ 
body's head,—everybody's except Feldmarscball Datin's alone: 

^Bipd witty mess-tables, we already said, were in the daily 
habit of mocking at Friedrich's march towards them with ag¬ 
gressive wews, and called his insignificant little Army the 
Potsdam Guard-Parade.”'^ That was the common trium¬ 
phant humour; naturally shared-in by Prince Karl; the ready 
way to flatter him being to sing in that tune. Nobody other¬ 
wise can explain, and nobody in anywise can justify, Prince 
Karl's ignorance of Friedrich's advance, bis almost voluntary 
losing of his staff-of-life in that manner. 

Prince Karl's soldiers have each (in the cold form) three* 
days provision in their haversacks: they have come across the 
Weistritz Ri0ur (more commonly called Schweidnitz Water)i 
which was also the height of contemptuous imprudence ; and 
lie encamped, this night,—in long line, not ilUchosen (once 
the River is behind),—perpendicular to Friedrich’s march, 
some ten miles ahAd of Urn. Since crossing, they had learned 
^ with surprise. How their Bakery and Croats had been snapt- 
up; that FAcdrich was not at a distance, but near;—and that 
arrangements could not be made too soon! Their position 
intersects Great Road at right angles, as we hint; aud has 
villages, swamps, woody knolls ; especially, on each vpng, good 
defences. Their right wing leans on Nypern and its impas¬ 
sable peatbogs, a Village two or three miles north from the 
Great Road; their, centre is close behind another Village called 

IS Cogmauo, iL 417*4^3 
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Leutben, about^^ iar south from it: length of their bivouuc'’is 
abtut five miles; which w£i become six oi* ha^ Nadasti 
once taken post, who is to form the left wing, and go down as 
far as Sagschutz, southward of Leuthen.* Seven battalions 
are in this Village oi Leuthen, eight in Nypem. all the Villages 
secured; woods, scraggy abalis, redoubts, not forgotten: their 
cannon arc numerous, though of light calibre. Friedriclvh^> 
at least 71 heavy pieces ; and 10 of them are formidably 
heavy,—brought from the walls of Glc^u, with terrible labour 
to Ziethen; but with excellent effect, on this occasion and 
henceforth. They got the name of " Boomers, Bellowers {Die 
Brummer)," those Ten. Friedrich was in great straits about 
artillery; and Retzow Senior recommended this bauling-up of 
the Ten Bellowers, which became celebrated in the years 
coming. And now we are on the Battle*ground, and most 
look into the Battle itself, if we can. ^ 


CHAPTER X. 

BATTLE OK LEUTHEN. 

From Neumarkt, on Monday. long before day, the Prus¬ 
sians, all but a small party left there to guard the Bakery and 
Army Properties, arc out again; in four columns; towards 
what may he ahead. Friedrich, as usual in such cases, for 
obvious reasons, rides with the ^ vanguard. To Borne, the 
first Village on the Highway, .s some seven or eight miles. 
The air is damp, the dim incipiences of dawn struggling 
among haze; a little way on this side Borne, Ve come on 
ranks of cavalry drawn across the Highway, stretching right 
and left into the dim void: Austrian Army this, then ? Push 
up to it; see what it is, at least « 

It proves to be poor General Nostitz, with his three Saxon 
regiments of dragoons, famous since Kolin-day, ^nd a couple 
of Hussar regiments, standing here as outpost;—^wbo ought 
to have been more alert; but they could not see through the 
dark, and so, instead of catching, are caught Thf Prussians 
fall upon them, front and flank, tumble them into immediate 
wreck; drive the whole outpost at full gallop home, through 
Borne, upon Nypern and the right wing,-—without newt ex- 

* Plan, oul of vcl 
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of this symbofical sort. Saxon regigients are quite 
mined, ^540^ of them prisoncre* (poor Kostitz htm&elf^not 
prisoner, but wfunded to death’); and the ground clear in 
this ^rter. 

Friedrich, on the farther side of Borne, calls halt, till the 
main body arrive; rides forwAd, himself and staff, to the 
^l^est 0:^ range or suUe of knolls, some furlongs ahead; 
sees there in full view, far and wide, the Austrians drawn-up 
before him. From Nypern fo Sagsebutz yonder; miles in 
length; and so distinct, while the light mended and the hazes 
faded, *that you could have counted them' (through your 
glasses), ^man by man.’ A highly interesling sight to Fried¬ 
rich ; who continues there in the profoundcst study, and calls- 
up some horse regiments of the vanguard to maintain this 
Height and the range of Heights running south from it. And 
there, I thMc, the King is mainly to be found, looking now 
at the Austrians, now at his own people, for some three hours 
His plan of Battle is soon clear to him: Nypern, 
with its bogs and scr^s, on the Austrian right wing, is tor¬ 
tuous imf)ossible ground, as he well remembers, no good pro¬ 
spect for us there : better ground for us on their left yonder, 
at Leuthen, even at Sagsehutz farther south, whither they are 
stretching themselves. Attempt their left wing; try our Ob¬ 
lique Order” upon that, with all the skill that is in us; per- 
h^s we can do it rightly this time, and prosper accordingly 1 
liut is Friedrich’s plan a| action. The four columns once 
got to Borne shall fall into two; turn to the right, and go 
southward, ever southward ;--tbcy are to become our two Lines 
of Battle, they once got to the right point southward. 
Well opposite Sagsehutz, that will be the point for facing to 
left, and znarching up,—in Oblique Order/’ with the utmost 
fticohy they have * 

*Thc Obhq&e Order, S^ir^ let the hasty reader panse 

to wderstand, ^is an oM plan practised by Epannnondas, and revived 
^ by Friedrich,—who has cried it in almost alt his Battles more or 
‘ less, from Ilohcnfriedbctg forward to Frag, Kolin, Kos?bach j hat 
^ never couU) in all points, get it rightly done till now, at Leuthen, 
* in the highest time of need. ** It is a particular manfleu>’Te/’ says 
Archenholtz, rather sergeam-wise, **whi(A indeed other troops are 
now** (S 793 ) the habit of imitating; but which, up to this pre- 

I Died in Breslau, the twelfth day after (heylanb, il |6e}« 

* Sea Sketch if Plan, end of vd 
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** sent iimt, none Prussian troops can exeooU with the precu^cai 
** and velocity indi^ensable to it You divide yofir line into many 
pieces; you can push these forwanl stainrise, so friu they shaU 
** halt close to one another/^ obliqudy, to dtbtr baSd; ^^and ao, on a 
minin^i of ground, bring your mass of men to the requiredypoint 
at the required angle. Fri^ric}^ invented this mode of getting into 
position; by it& close ranking, by its depth, and the manner of 
movement n^cd, it had some resemblance to the Maceaosian 
** lanx,’^—chiefly in the latter point, I should guess; for when arrived 
at its place, it is no deeper than eSmmon. ** Forming itself in this 
way, a moss of troops takes-up in proportioii very little ground; and 
it shows in the distance by reason of the mixed unifonns and stand- 
ards, a totally chaotic mass of men heaped on one another,’* going 
in rapid mazes this way and that ** But it needs only that the Com- 
** mander Idt his finger; instantly this living coil of knotted intri- 
** cacies develops itself in perfect order, and with a s{)eed like that of 
** mountain r'vers wlien the ice breaks,*'—is upon its Enemy.’* 

* Your Enemy is ranked as here, in long line, three or two to one. 

* You march towards him, but keep him uncertain as to how you will 

* attack; then do on a sudden inarch up, not parallel to him, 

‘ oblique, at an angle of 45^,—swift, vehement, in overpowering num- 
' bcfs, on the wing you have chosen. Roll that wing together, ruined, 

* in upon its own line, you may roll the whole five miles of line into 

* disorder and min, and always l>e In overpowering number at the 
' point of dispute. Provided, only, you are swifl enough about it, 

* sharp enough! But extraordinary swiftness, sbarpness, precision is 

* the indispensable conditionby no means try it otherwise; none 
‘ but Prussians, drilled by an Old Dessauer, capable of doing it. This 

* is the Sfkrage Ordnung^ about which there has been sach commen- 

* tating and controvei&ying among miliary people: whether Friedrich 

* invented it, whether Cssar d’A it, how Epominondas, how Alex- 
‘ ander at Arbek; how’—Which shall not in the least concern us on 
tills occasion. 

The four columns rustled themselves into two, and turned 
southward on the two sides of Borne;—southward henceforth, 
for a^out two hours; as if straight towards the Magic Moun¬ 
tain, the Kohlenberg, far which is conspicuous over aU 
that region. Their steadiness, their swiftness an^ mtactitude 
were unsurpassable. * It was a beautiful sight/ says Tempel- 
hof, an eyewitness : ‘The heads of the columns were constantly 
' on the same level, and at the distance necessa^ for form- 

* ing; all flowed on exact, as if in a review. And you could 
' read in the eyes of our brave troops the noble temper they 
^ were in/^ I know not at what point of their course, or for 

* Arc^oholu, . 309. ^ Tmpelhof, i tSS, 887. 
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llb^Nlong, but it was from the column neared him, which is 
to be first liie/that the King %eard» borne on the wJ^ds 
amid their field-lnusic, as they marched there, the sound of 
Psalt^,>^many*voiced melody of a Church Hymn, well known 
to him; which had broken-out band accompanying, ftmong 
those oth^fwisc silent men. Inc fact is very certain, very 
Strange to me: details not very precise, except that here, as 
specimen, is a verse of tHfh- IJ^n : 

. * Grant that with Val and skill, this day. I do 

* What nae to do behoves, what thou command’s! me to; 

* Grant that I do it sharp, a! point of moment fit, 

* And when I do it, grant me good success in it ’ 

* Gir6 diifi uA thu^ tnit FUh^ nwr mir tkun gebiihret^ 

^ Wou* mick dan BcfM in vuinm Siande Jukrety 

* Cich dass iVA’f thue baldy su drr Zeii da ieVs soli f 

' wenn ich*s fkuly so gU6 dass fs ^erafht zvokl, ** 

has heard the voice of waters, one has paused in the 
mountains at the voice of far-oif Covenanter psalms; but a 
voice Ilk# this, breaking the commanded silences, one has not 
beard. ‘‘Shall we order that to cease, your Majesty?'' “By 
no means," said the King; whose hard heart seems to have 
been touched by it, as might well be. Indeed there is in him. 
in those grim days, a tone as of trust in the Eternal, as of 
real rcligiotis piety and faith, scarcely noticeable elsewhere in 
his History. His religion, and ho had in withered forms a 
good deal of it. if we will l(ft>k well, being almost always in a 
strictly voiceless state,—nay, ultra-voicelcss, or voiced the 
wrong way.^s is too well known. “By no means!" answered 
be; and a moment after, said to some one, Ziethen probably: 
“With men like these, don't you think I shall have victory 
this dayl” 

The loss of their Saxon Forepost proved more important 
to the Austrians than it seemednot computable in prisoners, 
or killed ana wounded. The Height named Scheuberg,—“ Borne 
Rise" (so we might call it, which has got its Pillar of memorial 
since, witlip gill Victory atop^)where Friedrich now is and 
where the Austrians are not, is at once a screen and a point 
of vision to Friedrich. By loss of their Nostitz Forepost. they 
had lost view of Friedrich, and never could recover view of 

* * If^n-Book of Pone* (Pnushn St«nihold-aad*Hopkm^X ‘P* riteU us 
Preutf, ti. 107. . * Not uU 1854 (Kuiko. pp. 194. 19$)- 
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him; could nofe-for hours learn distinctly what he was about; 
and when he did come In ^ght again, it was a most unex¬ 
pected place 1 On the farther side of Kornt, edge of the big 
expanse of open country there, Friedrich has halted :* 1 riddcn 
with \iis adjutants to the to^ of “the Schcuherg (Shy-/« 7 f),” 
as the Books c.al! it, though it is more properly a jilunt Kaojl 
or “ Rise,”—the nearest of a Chain of Knolls, or swells iif the 
ground, which runs from nortf^to south on that part. 

Except the Zobtcnbci^, rising blue and massive, on the 
southern horizon (famous mythologic Mountain, reminding you 
of an Afihur's Seat in shape too. only bigger and solitary), 
this Country, for many miles round, has nothing that could be 
called a Hill; it is definable as a bare wide-waving champaign, 
with slight bumps on it, or slow hcavings and sinkings. Coun¬ 
try most]/ under culture, though it is of sandy qui^Hty; one or 
two sluggish brooks in it; and reedy meres or mires, drained 
in our day. It is dotted with Hamlets of the usual kind; 
has patches of scraggy fir. Your horizon, even where bare, is 
limited, owing to the wavy heavings of the ground; ovindmills 
and church-belfries are your only resource, and even these, 
from about Leuthen and the Austrian position, leave the Dome 
quarter mostly invisible to you. Leuthen Belfry, the same which 
may have stood a hundred years before this Battle, ends in a 
small tile-roof, open only at the gables:—■ Leuthen Belfry,' says 
a recent Tourist, 'is of small resource for a view. To south 
‘ you can see some distance, Sagsehutz, Lobetintz and other 
' Hamlets, amid scraggy fir-patches, and meadows, once nury 
' pools; but to north you arc soon shut-in by a Livdl or slow 
‘ rise, with two windmills upon it’ (important to readers at 
present); ‘ and to eastward’ (Breslau side and Lissa side), 
' or to westward’ (Friedrich’s side), ‘one has no view, except 
‘ of ihe old warped rafters and their old mouldy tiles within 
' few inches; or, if by audacious efforts at each end, to the 
‘ risk of your neck, you get a transient peep, it is stopt, far 
‘ short of Bom^ by the slow irregular hcavings, with or with- 
‘ out fir about them.'® u 

In short, Friedrich keeps possession of that Borne ridge 
of KnoUs, escorted by Cavalry in good numben; twinkling 
about in an enigmatic way:—•“ Prassian right wing yonder," 
think the Austrians; “whitherward, or what can the/ raeanf" 

* Tooiut'i Notc,/ra«< mt. 
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keeps his/>wD columns an^ the Austrilh lines in mew; 
himself aftd movements invisible, or worse, to the AuS' 
trian G«ierals ftfcm any spyglass or conjecture they can em¬ 
ploy. *• , 

The Austrian Generals are in^vindmills, on church-belfries, 
^re, therai diligently scanning the abstruse phenomenon, of 
whfth 30 little can be seen. Daun, who had always been against 
this adventure, thinks it probable the vanished Prussians are 
retiring southward : fcf Bohemia and our Magazines probably. 
“These good people are smuggling off {DieguUn Leuiepa- 
sehen ab)," said he: “let them go in peace.Daun, that morn¬ 
ing, in his reconnoiterings, had asked of a peasant, “What is 
that, then ?'* (meaning the top of a Village-steeple in the dis¬ 
tance, but thought by the peasant to be meaning ^mething 
nearer han^). “ That is the Hill our King chases the Aus¬ 
trians over, when he is reviewing here I” Which Daun reported 
^it^eadquarters with a .i^rin.^ 

Lucchesi, on the other band, scanning those Borne Hills, 
and the (Avalry of Friedrich's escort twinkling hither and thi¬ 
ther on them, becomes convinced to a moral certainty, That 
yonder is the Prussian Vanguard, probable extremity of left 
wing; and that he, Lucchesi, here atNypem, is to be attacked. 
“Attacked, you?” said one Montazet, French Agent or Emis¬ 
sary here: “ unless they were snipes, it is impossible 1 ” But 
Lucchesi saw it too well. 

He sends to say that sutfa is the evident fact, and that he, 
Lucchesi, is not equal to it, but must have large reinforcement 
of Horse tt^is right wing. “ Tush I” answer Prince Karl and 
Daun; and return only argument, verbal consolation, to dis¬ 
tressed Lucchesi Lucchesi sends a second message, more 
passionately pressyig, to the like effect; also with the li^ re¬ 
turn. Upon which he sends a third message, quite passionate: 

* " If Cava!r;| do not come, I will not be responsible for the 
iKue I” And now Daun does collect the required reinforce¬ 
ment ; ' all the reserve of Horse, and a great many from the 
left wing and, Daun himself heading them, goes off at a 
swift trot; to look into Lucchesi and his distresses, three or 
four miles to right, five or six from where the danger lies. 
Now is Friedrich’s golden moment. 

Wending always south, on their western or invisible side 
^ MftSvi pt 3 & * AiuktMtK, iv. 34 * 
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of ^hose Knoll* Friedrich’s «ople have got to about the level, 
or latitude as wc might call it, of Nadasti*s lifSt. To Radax- 
dotf, namely, to Lobctint2, or still farther s6uth, and perhaps 
a mile to west of Nadasti. Friedrich has mounted t6' Lol^ 
tintz Windmill; and judges ^hat the time i$ come. Daun and 
Cavalry once got to support their right wing, and our souljit 
latitude bemg now sufficient, Friedrich, swift as Prussian iftan- 
ceuvring can do it, falls with /^U his strength upon their left 
wing. Forms in oblique order,—horse, foot, artillery, all per* 
feet in their paces ; and comes streaming over the Knolls at 
Sag^chulz, suddenly like a Are-deluge on Nadasti, who had 
charge there, and was expecting no such adventure I How 
Friedrich did the forming in oblique order was at that time a 
mystery known only to Friedrich and bis Prussians : but sol* 
dicrs of all countries, gathering the secret froi? him, now 
understand it, and can learnedly explain it to such as are 
curious. Will readers take a touch more of the Drill^Ser^ 
jtantf 

‘ You go stair-wise {cn Echelon)* says he: * Arst^batt alien 

* starts, second stands immox'abic till the Arst have done AAy 
' steps; at thoTifty-Arst, second battalion also steps along; 

* third wailing foi its fifty-Arst step. First battalion* (right¬ 
most battalion or leftmost, as the case may be; rightmost in 
this Lcuthen case) ' doing Afty steps before the next stirs, and 

* each battalion in succession punctually doing the same:' march 
along on these terms,—or halt at rtiher end, while you advance 
at the other,—it is evident you will swing yourself out of the 
parallel position into any degree of obliquity. And^rthermore, 
merely by halting and facing half-round at the due intervals, 
you shove yourself to right or to left as required (always to 
right in this Leuthen case): and so,—provided you can march 
as a pair of compasses would,—you will, in the given number 
of minutes, impinge upon your Enemy's extremitv at the re¬ 
quired angle, and overlap him to the required length : where¬ 
upon, At him, in Aank, in front, and rear, and see if he can 
stand it! 'A beautiful manceuvre,* says Captain A^ehenholtz; 
'devised by Friedrich,* by Friedrich inheriting Epaminondas 
and the Old Uessauer; ' and which perhaps only Friedrich's 

,men, to this day, could do with the requisite perfection.* 

Nadasti, a skilful War-Captain« especially with HorsCi way 



Chap. X. BATTLE OF LEUTHEN. 27; 

Sih Dec, As?* • 

lA^tifuUy posted about Sagscbutz ; his extreme left foldcd^^up 
cH potenci tbc^^elbow of it at jicigscbutz, f(^c-ann of it cun-* 
ning to Gohlau fastward); potcticc ending in firwood Knolls 
sivith ^roat musketeers, in ditches, ponds, difficult ground, es¬ 
pecially towards Gohlau* He has a strong battery, i4|pieccs, 
on the Height to rear of him, af the angle or elbow of his po- 
^e«ce; strong abatis, well manned in front to rightwards: 
upon this, and upon the Croats in the firwood, the Prussians 
intend their attack. ^Gcneraf Wcdell is there, Prince Moritz 
as chief, with six battalions, and their batteries, battery of 10 
Brummers and another ; Zietben also and Horse: coming-on 
in swift fire-fiood, and at an angle of forty-five degrees. Most 
unexpected, strange to behold! From south-west yonder; about 
one o'clock of the day. 

Nadasti, though astonished at the Prussian* fire-deluge, 
stands to%is arms; makes, in front, vigorous defence ; and 
even takes, in some sort, the initiative,—that is, dashes-out 

Cavalry on Zietben, before Ziethen has charged. Ziethen's 
Horse, ^ho are rightmost of the Prussians, and are bare to the 
right,—ground offering no bush, no brook there (though Ziethen, 
foreseeing such defect, has a clump of infantry near by to 
mend it),—reel back under this first shock, coming downhill 
upon them; and would have fared badly, had not the clump 
of infantry instantly opened fire on the Nadasti visitors, and 
poured it in such floods upon them, that they, in their turn, 
bad to reel back. Back ^ley, well out of range ;—and leave 
Ziethen free for a counter-attack shortly, on easier terms, which 
was succy^ul to him. For, during that first tussle of his, the 
Prussian infantry, to left of Ziethen, has attacked the Sag- 
schUtz Firwood; dears that of Croats; attacks Nadasti's line, 
breaks it, their Brummer battery potently assisting, and the 
rage of Wedell and everybody being extreme. So that, in spite 
of the fine ground, Nadasti is in a bad way, on the extreme 
left or oufmost point of his potence^ or tactical knu. Round 
the kneepan or angle of his poUnce^ where is the abatis, be 
fares st^ worse. Abatis, beswept by those ten Brummers and 
other Batteries, till bullet and bayonet can act on it, speedily 
gives way. They were mere Wurtembe^ers, these; and 
could not stand r cried tbc Austrians apologetically, at a great 
rate, afterwards; as if anybody could well have stood. 

Indisputably the Wiirtembtfgers and the abatis are gone; 
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and tike Brandenburgers> storming after U&em, ^onn Hadaeti^ 
intqfior battery Sf 14 pieces ^ and Nadasti's crff^rs ays rapidly 
getting desperate in this quarter. Figure Prince Karl’s scouts, 
galloping madly to recall that Daun Cavalry 1 Austria^ Bat-* 
talions. plenty of thcm» rush down to help Nadasti ; but they 
are by the crowding fugitives, the chasing Prussians ; are 
themselves thrown into disorder, and con do no §Cfod wl^t^ 
ever. They arrive on the ground flurried* blown; have not 
the least time to take breath abd order : the fewest of them 
ever got fairly ranked, none of them ever stood above one 
push: all goes rolling wildly back upon the centre about 
Leuthen. Chaos come on us;—and all for mere lack of time : 
could Nadasti but once stretch out one minute into twenty t 
But he cannot. Nadasti does not himself lose head; skilfully 
covers the /etrezt, trying to rally once and again. Not for 
the first few furlongs, till the ditches, tUl the firWV/od, quag' 
mires arc all done, could Ziethen* now on the open ground* 
fairly hew in; * take whole battalions prisonersdrive 
crowd in an altc^cther stormy manner; and wholly ^onfound 
the matter in this part. 


Prince Karl, his messengers flying madly* has struggled 
as man seldom did to put himself in some posture about Leu* 
then, to got-up some defences there. Leuthen itself* the church* 
yard of it especially, is on the defensive. Men are bringing 
cannon to the windmills, to the swelling ground on the north 
side of Lcuchca ; they dig ditches, ouild batteries*—could they 
but make Time halt, and Friedrich with him, for one quarter 
of an hour I But they cannot. By the extreme m diligence, 
the Austrians bare in some measure swung themselve^ into a 
new position, or imperfect Line round Leuthen as a centre* 
Lucchf si, volu|itarily or by order, swinging southwards on the 
one hand; Nadasti swinging northwards by compulsionnew 
Line at an angle say of ys"* to the old one. And h^re* for an 
hour more, there was stiflf fighting, the stiflest of the day^ 
which* take one direct glimpse, bam the Austrian side, fur* 
nidied by a Young Gentleman tamous afterwards: 

Leuthen, let us premise Is a limg Hunlet of the usual littery sort; 
with two rows, in scene poits three, of farmhouses, 1)an», caltle-stallf; 
with Church, or even with two Churches, a ProtesUnt and a Cathohe; 
goes horn east to west above a mile in length. With the wrecks 01 
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tumbling into it pell-mell from tbe south-east, and Lucchesi 
desperatciv end^v^unngto swing royxl from lliu uSnh-west, not ^ite 
incoliereiitJy, ami Oie Priisslan fire-storm for accouip<oiim(.i>t, lAnubcu 
h pro^bly the im^l cLioiic plau‘ in the Tlanct K uth during Uiat hour 
or softom half-past two to half-jjast (luce) while the agony lasietl. 
At one o’clock Nadasii was attatW^j at two he is tmnbliiigfn mid- 
career tow^s Leuthen: 1 gues^ the date of this lixcerpt, or testimony 
%jmi Notable Eyewitness, may l^e luif-past two; crisis of the agony 
just about to begin: and Ixdbie four it wa** all finished again. Kyc- 
witnesa is the young Prince de f^iguc, now Captain in an Austrian 
regiment of Foot; and staniUng here in thU penlous posture, having 
bean called in as part of the Reserve. He says : 

* Cry had risen for the Reserve/ in which was my regiment, ‘and 
' that It mu'^t come on as fast as possible/^to Lcutben, went of us 
yonder. ‘ We ran what we could run. Our Lieutenant-Colonel fell 

* killed almobt at the first; beyond thi» wc Icbt ottr Major, and indeed 

* all tJic Officers but three,—ibicc only, and about elcvetvor twelve of 

* the Voluiin*cr or Cadet kind. Wc hSd cr<is6<.*<l two successive ditches, 

* whicli lay in an orchanl to left of the (list houses in i.etilhen; and 
^ were beginning (<> form In front of the Viila'te. liut there was no 

* standing of it. iksi(te» a general cannonade ^uch as can haidly be 
‘ imagined, there wus n r.iin of case-sbot upon this Hattalion, of which 

* I, as there was no Colonel left, had to Like command; nnd a thinl 
‘ BatuHon of the Koyal l^rusd.in Kootgturds, which had already made 
‘ several of our regiments pass that kind of musler, gave, at a distance 

* of eighty paces, the liveliest fire on us. It stoy<l as if on the parade- 

< ground, that third Ibltalioo, and waited forux^ without stirring. 

‘ The Austrian regiment Andlau, at our right hand, could not get 
' itself formed properly by reason of the houses; it was standing thirty 

* deei>, and sometimes its slan hit u-> on the back. On niy lef) the 
^ Austrian regiment Mcrci ran its ways; and 1 was glad of that, in 
‘ comparisi^ lly no niethofi or effort could 1 get the dromons of 
‘ Bathyoni, who stood fifty yards in rear o( me, to cut-in a little, and 
‘help me out/—no good cuttmg hereabout^ think the dragotms of 
Bathyani. ‘ My soldiers, who were still tiled willi runnuig, and kid 
‘ no cannon (these cither from necessity orclioict* they liad left behind), 

* were got scatterefl, fewer in number, and were fighting mainly out 
‘ of suUcimess. More our honour, than the notion of doing good in 

* the affair,^revesiled us from running off. An Ensign of the regiment 

< Arbcrg helped me awhile to form, from bis and my own fragments, 

* ft kind of Ime j but he was shol-<loWa. *J'wo Officers of the (irena- 
. ‘ diers brflh^ht me what they still hack Some liun^rians, too, wete 
^luckily got together. But at last, os, with all helps and the rem- 

* nants of roy own brave Battalion, I lud come down to at most 200. 
‘ I drew back to the Height where the Windmill is,'•—where many 

^ KuUea, p* 193 (from ‘Prince de Ligoe't Dtary^ L 63, Cennaa Tranda- 
tioa'}. 
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have drawn bac^ and arc standing in sheltered places, a hudBttd 
deep, say our Bo&& 


StifT fighting at Ixuthen; especially fur^us till Leuthen 
Churchyard, a place with high stone walls, was got. lifuthen 
Villagf, we observe, was crammed with Austrians spitting fire 
from every coign of vantage f Church and Churcl^vard espe* 
daily are a citadel of death. Cannon playing from the 
mill Heights, toomoments are inestimable. Tbe Prussian 
Commander (name charitably^hidden^t at Leuthen Church¬ 
yard seems to hesitate in the murderous fire-deluge: Major 
Mdllendorf, namable from that day forward, growling, No 
time this for study/' dashes-out himself. Ein andrtr Mann 
(Follow me, whoever is a man)!"—$ma$bes-in the Church- 
Gate of the place, nine muskets biasing on him through it; 
smashes, after a desperate struggle, the Austrians dean out of 
it, and conquers the citadel. 

The Austrians, on confused terms, made stiff dispute 
this second position for about an hour. The Prussian 
serve was ordered up by Friedrich ; the Prussian IfA wing, 
which had stood * refused,’ about Radaxdorf, till now: at one 
time nearly all the Prussians were in fire. Friedrich is here, 
is there, wherever the press was greatest; • Prince Ferdinand,’ 
whom we now and then find named, as a diligent little fellow, 
and ascertain to be here in this and other Battles of Fried¬ 
rich’s,—• Prince Ferdinand at one time pointed his cannon on 
^ the Bush or Fir-Clump of Radq^dorf;—an aide-de-camp 

* came to him with message: “ You arc firing on the King ; 

* the King is yonder T At which Ferdinand' (hi^ear little 
Brother) ^erscAra^Jt/ or almost fainted with terror,^ 

Stiff dispute; and bad the Austrians possessed the Prus¬ 
sian dexterity in manccuvring, and a Friedrich been among 
them,«^perhaps ? But on their own terms, there was from 
the first little hope in it. * Behind the Windmills they are 
a hundred men deep / by and by, your Windmills, Viddled to 
pieces, have to be abandoned; the Prussian left wing rushing 
on with bayonets, will not all of you have to go i ^ucchesi, 
with his abundant Cavalry, seeing this latter movement and 
the Prussian fiank bare in that part, will do a stroke upon 
them;—and this proved properly the finale of the matteri 
iiiuU to both Lucchesi and it 


^ p. 43. 


XutKB, p. 210* 



BATTLE OF LEUTHEN. 


aap.X.^ BATTLE OF LEUTHEN. 281 

5A I>ec. X7sy. • 

^ho I'nissian flack was to appearance ^are in that left* 
ward quarter f 6ut only to appeAance : Driesen with th/lcft 
wing of Horse > in a Hollow hard by; strictly charged by 
Frie<frich to protect said Sank, and take nothing else in hand. 
Driesen lets Lucchesi gallop in this career of hiw; then 
^mei^es, j^ked, and comes storming-in upon Lucchesi’s back, 
--^kntirely confounding his astonished Cavalry and their ca* 
reen Astonished Cavalry, l^llet-storm on this side of them, 
edge of sword on tha^ take wing in all directions (or all except 
to west and south) quite over the horizon; Lucchesi himself 
gets killed,—crosses a still wider horizon, poor man. He 
began the ruin, and be ends it. For now Driesen takes the 
bared Austrians in flank, in rear; and all goes tumbling here 
too, and in few minutes is a general deluge rearward towards 
Saara an^Lissa side. * 

At Saara the Austrians, sun just sinking, made a third at- 
* tqpipt to stand; but it was hopelessly faint this time; went 
all asunder at the first push; and flowed then, torrent*wise, 
towards all its Bridges over the Scbweidnitz Water, towards 
Breslau by every method. There arc four Bridges, Stabclwitz 
below Lissa; Goldscbmiedcn, Hermannsdorf, above; and the 
main one at Lissa itself, a standing Bridge on the Highroad 
(also of wood); and by this the chief torrent flows ; Prussian 
horse pursuing vigorously ; Prussian Infantry drawn-up at 
Saara, resting some minutes, after such a day's work.^^ 


Truly a memorable bit of work; no finer done for a hun¬ 
dred yeaiK or for hundreds of years; and the results of it 
manifold, immediate and remote. About 10,000 Austrians 
are left on the field, 3,000 of them slain; prisoners already 
12,000, in a short time 21,000; flags 51, cannon 116;— 
Conquest of Silesia" gone to water; Prince Karl an’fi Aus¬ 
tria fallen from their high hopes in one day. The Prussians 
lost in killed 1,141, in wounded 5,118 ; 85 had been taken 
prisoners about Sagsehutz and Cohlau, in the first struggle 
there.'®# There and at Leuthen Village had been the two 
tough passages; about an hour each; in three hours the 
Battle was done. **Meine Herren^' said Friedrich that night 

Archenholtz, i. ^09: S«yfftnh, iL 14^-353 an eyewitnevs, IntelH- 

E it fucdttct Aeeouat of the Battle zoA previous March; iu of the Sieges 

feUowiog) i Preun, u. xi j, Srr.; Teapelhof, i t;6. 
u Kuttes, pp. nS, U5. 



282 SEVEN-YEARS WAR RISES- Bo^JcXVHl. 

at parole, aRe% such a spell of work, you deserve rest, "fliis 
** Ay will bring the renowt of your name.*a»d o^the Na* 
** lion’s, to the latest posterity/' 

High and low bad shone this .day; especially thesr^our: 
Ziethea, Dricsen, Retzow,—and above all Moritz of Dessau* 
Riding up the line, as night iell, Friedrich, in pass^g Morit^ 
and the right wing, drew bridle for an instant: I congrsffti- 
late you on the Victory, Herr Fcymarschall P’ cried he cheerily, 
and with emphasis on the last word. Moritz, still very bu^, 
answered slightly; and Friedrich repeated louder, ** Don't you 
hear that I congratulate you, Herr Ftldmarschall T —a glad 
sound to Moritz, who ever since Kolin hod stood rather in 
the shadow. **You have helped me, and performed every 
order, as none ever did before in any battle," added the 
grateful King. 

Riding up the line, all now grown dusky, Friedrkh asks, 
Any battalion a mind to follow me to Lissa?" Three 
talions volunteering, follow him; three are plenty. At Saara, 
on the Groat Road, things are fallen utterly dark, Land- 
lord, bring a lantern, and escort." Landlord of the poor 
Tavern at Saara escorts obediently; lantern in his right hand, 
left hand holding by the King's stirrup-leather,—King (Excel¬ 
lency or General, as the Landlord thinks him) wishing to 
speak with the man. Will the reader consent to their Dia¬ 
logue, which is dullish, but singtUar to have in ah authentic 
form, with Nicolai as voucher ?'* hike some poor old horse¬ 
shoe, ploughed-up on the field. Two-farthtngs worth of rusty 
old iron; now little other than a curve o( brown : but it 
groped at the Battle of Leuthen; that is something 

Come near; catch me by the stirrup-leather" (Le&dlerd 
with lantern does ^). We are on the BresUu Great Koad^ that' 
‘‘ goes through Lissa, aren't we?” 

Landlord. ‘'Yea, Kxcellenz.” 

King. “ Who are you ?” • 

Landlord. Your Kxcdl^iz, I KrUtsckmef^ (Silerian for 

Landlord) Saara." 

King. ** You hare had a great deal to sufier, I supposed’ 
landlord. Ach^ your ExccUenz, had not I ! For ibt last eight- 
aod-forty hours, bi^ the Austrians came across SchweiduiU Water, 
** my poor house haS been crammed to the dpor with them, so roany 
servants they have} and such a bullying and tumblliig 4 hey have 
driven me h^ mad i xnd I sra dean plundered out" 

AnMotfHf iiL S3t*a35. . 
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• “ I tm sorry iadeed to hear that!—^Were there Geaerala 

'* loo in your house? What said they? Tell mefthen.” « 
Landkrd, •‘tVith pleasure, ydtr Excellent.. Well; yesterday 
1 had f^ince Karl in my parlour, and his Adjutants and 
all crowding about. Such a questioning and boLh«ingl 
Hundreds came dashing in> and other hundreds were sen^out: in 
** and out they went all night; eA sooner was one gone, than ten 
4 had to keep a roaring fire in the kitchen all night; so 
^^nany Officers crowding to it to worm themselves. And they talked 
*'and babbled this and that 9 ne would say, That our King was 
coming on, then, ‘ wish his Potsdam Guard-Parade.' Another ans- 
** wera, ‘ OacA, he daren't come I He will run for it; wc will let him 
nut' But now my delight is, our King has paid them thdr fooleries 
so prettily this aflernoon 

When got yon rid of your high guests P' 

Landl^d *‘AIx)ui nine this morning the Prince got to horse; 
** and not long afler three, be came i)ast again, with a s^arm of Offi* 
cers; going full speed for L\ss:l So full of bragging when 
** they came; and now they were off, wrong side forejnost I I saw 
^ how it was. And ever after Wm, the flood of them ran, Highroad 
broad enough,—an hour and more before it ended. Such a 
‘^peU-xnell, such a welter, cavalry and musketeers all jumbled: our 
** King fliust have given them a dreadful lathering. Thai is what 
they have got by their bragging and their lying,—for, your ExceU 
** lens, these people said too, *Our King was forsaken by his own 
** Generals, all his first people had gone and left him;' what I never 
“ in this world will believe.” 

Alftg' (not liking even rumour of that kind). ** Inhere you are 
** right; never can such a thing be believed of my Army.” 

Landlord (whom this has transfixed). Mein Gotty you are 
our gnddigjter Ac/tf/ (mosfgradons King) yourself! Pardon, par- 
don, if, in my stupidity, I have—” 

you are an honest man:—probably a Protestant 7 ” 
Landlord, ^'Joa, joa, Ihr Majcsldt, 1 am of your Majesty’s creed!” 

Crack-crack ! At this point the Dialogue is cut short by 
sudden musket-shots from the woody fields to right; q;ackle 
of about twelve shots in all; whi^ hurt nothing but some 
horse’s feqj,—had been aimed at the light, and too low. In¬ 
stantly the light is blown out, and there is a hunting-out of 
Croats-; Lissa or environs not evacuated yet, it seems; and 
the Kin#s Entrance takes place under voUeyings and can- 
nonadingg. 

King rides directly to the Schloss, which is still a fine 
handsome house, off the one street of that poor Village,— 
notth side of street ; well railed off, and its old ditches and 
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defences now trimmed into flowei^plots. The Schloss is fuH 
of Austrian Officers, bustlingubout, intending io^quaitcr, when 
the King enters. They, and the force they stroll had in Lissa, 
could easily have taken him: but how coidd they k^w ? 
Friedrt^Ji was surprised ; but had to put the best face on 
**£on soir. MessieursT said fic, with a gay tone, stepping Ins 
Is there still room left, think you ?" The Austrians, bowfeg' 
to the dust, make way reverently to the divinity that hedges 
a King of this sort; mutely escort him tp the best room (such 
the popular account); and for certain make off, they and 


theirs, towards the Bridge, which lies a little farther east, at 
the end of the Village. 

Weistrits or Schweidnitz Water is a biggish muddy stream 
in that part; gushing and eddying; not voiceless, vexed by 
mills and titeir weirs. Some firing there was from Croats in 
the lower houses of the Village, and they bad a cannon at the 
farther Bridge-end; but they were glad to get away, and ^ 
vanish in the night; muddy Weistriu singing hoarse adfeu 
to their cannon and them. Prussian grenadiers plunged in* 
dignant into the houses; made short work of the musketries 
there. In few minutes every Croat and Austrian was across, 
or silenced otherwise too well; Prussian cannon now going 
in the rear of them, and continuing to go,—such had been 
the order, till the powder you have is done/* Fire of mus¬ 
ketry and occasional cannon lasts all night, from the Lissa or 
Prussian side of the River,—lest, they burn this Bridge, or 
attempt some mischief.” A thing far from their though, in 
present circ umstan ces. ^ 

The Prussian Host at Saara, bearing these noises, took to 
its arms again; and marched after the King. Thick darkness; 
silence; traroj), tramp:—a Prussian grenadier broke-out, whh 
solenth tenor voice again, into Church-Music; a known Church- 
Hymn, of the homely Te-Deum kind; in which five-and^wenty 
thousand other voices, and all the regimental bands, soon 
join; 


* Nun dankef alle Gott * Now thank God, one and all, 

^ MieHerzen, MundundHanden, * With heart, with voice, wTth haods-a, 
, * Der grosse Dinge thut * Who wonders great hath done 

ufis und alien End^n.*^^ * To us and to all lands-a.’ 

•^ Tt Kuuen (m. t 9 t, do9 et seq.) expUnadoa of fhe true drcuinstaaoea, sad 
source of the oiiMake.^ 

• MOUer. p. 48. 
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Aifl thus they advance; melodioas, far-soun^ng, through the 
hollow Night,eMtce more in a hifhly remarkable manner.* A 
pious people, of^ght Teutsch stuff, tender though stout; and, 
excejAperhaps Oliver Cromwell’s handful of Ironsides, probably 
the most perfect soldiers ever seen hitherto. Arriving at the 
end of Lijfa, and finding all sate as it should be there, they 
fiitke their bivouac, their parallelogram of two lines, miles long 
across the fields, left wing renting on Lissa, right on Gucker- 
witz; and,—having, ^should think, at least tobacco to depend 
oh, with abundant stick-fires, and healthy^ joyful hearts,—^pass 
the night in a thankful, comfortable manner* 

Leuthen was the most complete of all Friedrich's victories; 
two hours more of daylight, as Friedrich himself says, and it 
would haj^ been the most decisive of this century.^S As it was, 
the min of this big Army, 80,000 against 30,000,^® was as 
t g<)pd as total; and a world of Austrian hopes suddenly col¬ 
lapsed ; and all their Silesian Apparatus, making sure of Silesia 
beyond i/, was tumbled into wreck,—by this one stroke it 
had got, smiting the corner-stone of it as if with unexpected 
lightning. On the morrow after Leuthen, Friedrich laid siege 
to Breslau; Karl bad left a garrison of 17,000 in it, and a stout 
Captain, one Sprecher, determined on defence: such interests 
hung on Breslau, such immensities of stores were in it, had 
there been nothing else. Friedrich, pushing with all his strength, 
in spite of bad weather a^d of Sprechcr’s industrious defence, 
got it in twelve days.^^ Sprecher had posted placards on the 
gallows 3 l^ up and down, terrifically proclaiming that any man 
convicted of mentioning surrender should be instantly hanged: 
but Friedrich’s bombardment was strong, his assaults con¬ 
tinual : and the ditches were threatening to freeze. On the 
seventh day of the siege, a Laboratorium blew-up; on th^ ninth, 
a Powder-magazine, carrying a lump of the rampart away with 
it. Sprecl&r had to capitulate: Prisoners of War, we 1 7.000; our 
cannons, ammunitions (most opulent, including what we took 
ftom 3 ^em lately); these, we and Breslau altogether, alas, it 
is all yours again. 

Liegnitz Garrison, seeing no hope, consented to withdraw 

n di iv. ^ , 

« ' a^soo mi tht AuMriao atrsngth be^ the Bstele' (deduct the Osrnsons of 
Sehwemite end LWgmtx): Preus«, u. 10^ (fe<m the ^ 

^ Deeet&er: Piarimm of u ia Iltldctt^GfsckkfUtt iv. 
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on leave. ^ Scb^eidnitt caimot be besieged Spring come: 
except Schweidnitz, Maria Tneresa, the high ^tserinn, has no 
foot of ground in Silesia, which she thought be hers ^gain. 
Gone utterly, Patents and all; Schweidnitz alone waiting till 
Spring To the lively joy of ^Silesia in general; to the thrice- 
lively sorrow and alarm of certain individuals, leadxrl^ Cath^i# 
Ecclesiastics mainly, who had misread the signs of the times 
in late months! There is one Schaifgot^ch, Archbishop or 
head-man of them, especially, who is noft in a bad way. Never 
was such royal favour; never such ingratitude^ say the Books 
at wearisonte length. Schafigotsch was a showy man of qu^ity, 
nephew of the quondam Austrian Governor, whom Friedrich, 
across a good deal of Papal and other opposition, got pushed 
into the Catholic Primacy, and took some pains to make com¬ 
fortable there,— Order of the Black Eagle, guest afcPotsdam, 
and the like;—having a kind of fancy for the airy Schaffgotsch, 
as well as judging him suitable for this Silesian High-Prieat- 
hood, with his moderate ideas and quality ways,—which I have 
heard were a little dissolute withaC To the whole &f which 
Schaffgotsch proved signally traitorous and ingrate; and had 
plucked-off the Black Eagle (say the Books, nearly breathless 
over such a sacrilege) on some public occasion, prior to Leu- 
then, and trampled it under his feet, the unworthy fellow. Sefaaff- 
gotsch's pathetic Letter to Friedrich, in the new clays posterior 
to Leuthen, and Friedrich's contemptuous inexorable answer, 
we could give, but do not; why shdbld we ? 0 King, I know 
your difficulties, and what epoch it is. But, of a truth, your airy 
dissolute Schaffgotsch, as a grateful Archbishop ftd Grand- 
Vicar,” is almost uglier to me than as a Traitor ungrateful 
for it; and shall go to the Devil in his own way I They would 
not h^e him in Austria; he was not well received at KcMe; 
happily died before longJ' Friedrich was not cruel to Schaff¬ 
gotsch or the oAere, contemptuously mild rather; bathe knew 
henceforth what to expect of them, and slightly changed this 
and that in his Silesian methods in consequence. 

c- 

Of Prince Karl let us add a word. On the morrow after 
Leuthen, Captain Prince dc Ligne and old Papa D'Ahremberg 

90ttld find littlo or no Army; they stept across to Grabsdxen« 

* \ 

W tSih iv. xos6. 

^ Preua^iL Kuu«o, vP* for the rcU p4i1icaUr«. 
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* iriilage on the safe side of the Lohe» and^here found Karl 
and Daijn: 'jaiher silent, botb;tone of them looking, *'Who 

* would have thought itT' the other, ** Didn't I tell you ?*''— 
and Ip owing nCthing, they cither, where the Army was. Army 
was, in fact, as yet nowhere. * Croat fellows, in this Fafmstead 
‘ of ours,* says De Ligne, *hafl fallen to shooting pigeon^.' 

nigft had been unusually dark; the Austrian Army had 
squatted into woods, into o€fice*hou$es, farm-villages, over a 
wide space of countiy; and only as the day rose, began to 
dribble-in. By count, they are still 50,000; but heart-broken, 
beaten as men seldom were. "What sound is that?" men 
asked yesterday at Brieg, forty miles off; and nobody could 
say, except that it was some huge Battle, fateful of Silesia and 
the world. Breslau had it louder; Breslau was still more 
anxious. What ss all that ?" asked somebody (might be Deb- 
lin the SSbemaker, for anything I know) of an Austrian sentry 
there: "That ? That is the Prussians giving us such a beat- 
inf as we never had." What news for Dcblm the Shoemaker, 1 
if he is still above ground 1— ! 

^ Prince Karl, gathering his distracted fragments, put 17,000 into 
‘ Breslau by way of ample garrison there; ond with the rest niade-off 
^circuitously for Schweidnitr; thence .for Landshut, and down the* 

* Mounrains, home to Konig^riitr,—self aud Army in the most 

* wrecked condition. Chased by Ziethen; Ziethen " sticking always 
' to the hocks of them,as Friedrich eagerly enjoins on him; or some- 
‘ times it is, " sitting on the breeches of them 1” for about a fortnight 

* to come.^ Ziethen took prisoners; no end of baggages, of 
‘ wagons left in the difficult places: wild weather even for Ziethen, 

* still more for Kari, among the Silesian-Bohemian Hill-roads: heavy 

* rws, dee^nmds, then sodden glass, with cutting snowblasts: " An 

* Army not a little dih^udated,*’ writes Prince Karl, almost with tears 
^in his eyes; "Anny without linens, without clothes; in conditit^ 

* truly sad and pitiable; and has always, so close are the enemy, to 

* encamp, though without tents.Did not get to Kbnigsgratz, and 

* safe shelter, for ten days more. Counted, at Konigsgratz in the 

* Christmas time, 37,000 rank and fil^—22,000 of whom are gone 
‘ to hospital,*’ by the Doctors report 

‘ Universal astonishment, indignation, even incredulity, is tlie 

* humour Vienna: die high Kaiserinn hersdf, kept in die dark for 
^ some time, l>ecome$ dimly aware; and hy Kaiser Franz’s o\m ad* 

* vice she relieves Prince Karl from his military employments, and 

w Slmn Roral AuU^panlu; in BhuMsthal, Lifif rfDt ZUth$% 94«jxi), a 
< kebU incorrect TraiuUticra Mthem. 

^ p. Prince Rail to the Raiser, December S4th’). 
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' appoints Daun in|^ead. Pri&cc Karl withdrew to his Goremment 9^ 

* th^ Netherlands; and with th^ aid of generous ^quors, and what 
' natural mr^nanimity he had, sp^t a noiseless life thentefordi; Sword 
' laid ertii'ely on the slrelf; ami iuimortal Glory, Alexander and 

* the like, rjuile making its evit from the scene, convivial or* other. 

^ “ Thc^rst General in the world/* so he used to be ten years ago, in 
^Austria, in England, nollaxid, me thrice-grcatesl of Generals: but 
‘ now he hiu. tried Fricsliich in Five pitched Uattlcb (Ciaslfti, Hohfn' 

^ friedbeig, Sohr, then Frag, then Lcuthen);—been beaten every time, 

* under every form of circumstance, and now, at Leuthen, the fifth 

* beating Is such, no public, however ignordbt, can stand it farther. 

* The ignorant public changes its long-eared eulc^ies into contumeli* 

* ously horrid shrieks of condemnation; in which one is still farther 
' from joining. “ 1 ‘hat crossing of the Rhine,” says Friedrich, ** was 

a Mle elmti but flatterers blew him into dangerous self-^conceit; 
besides, he was ill-obeyed, as others of ws have been/*** Adieu to 
^ him, poor .redfacetl soul;—and goo<l liquor to him,—at least if he 

* can take it in moderation!* ci 

The astonishment of all men, wise and simple, at this sud¬ 
den oversetting of the scene of things, and turning of the gsMt- ^ 
tcer-diplomatic theatre bottom uppermost, was naturally ex¬ 
treme, especially in gazetteer and diplomatic circles ;*aDd the 
admiration, willing or unwilling, of Friedrich, in some most 
essential points of him, rose to a high pitch. Better soldier, 
it is clear, has not been heard of in the modem ages. Heroic 
constancy, courage superior to fate: several clear features of a 
hero;—pity he were such'a liar withal, and ignorant of com¬ 
mon honesty; thought the simple sort, in a bewildered manner, 
endeavouring to forget the latter f&tures, or think them nof 
irreconcilable. Military judges of most various quality, down 
to this day, pronounce Leuthen to be essentially the %est Battle 
of the century; and indeed one of the prettiest feats ever done 
by man in bis Fighting Capacity. Napoleon, for instance, who 
had itin over these Battles of Friedrich (apparently somewhat 
in liastc, but always with a word upon them which is worth 
gathering from such a source), speaks thus of Leuthen: ‘This 
^ Battle is a masterpiece of movements, of manceuvres, and of 

* resolution; enough to immortalise Friedrich, and rank him 

‘ among the greatest Generals. Manifests, in the highest de- 

‘ gTce, both his moral qualities and his military.'^ 

W * Prince de Lifne, ntr (Berlin, 27^)’ ^ Prvuu, it tta). 

SA Montholon,^/iirrimdV. <U viL sis. TwKepoUon Swmm^^ry 

^ FrudricKs Ctmfaifnt, and these brief Bits of Criticism, ore pieaunt readins. 
Aouffb the hiiit sndentlv of alight tfudy, end do credit to Kepofeon perisape UiU 
store than to Friedrich. 
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BATTtE OF LEUTHEN. . , 189 

Dec. 1757. 

How the ^Qglish Walpolc& in Parllanftat and outeof It; 
how the*FruAian Sulzers, D'Ar^nses, the Gazetteer and vague 
public, may h|^e spoken and written at that time, when the 
matfcr was fresh and on everybody’s tongue,—^judge still by 
two small symptoms which w%havc to show: ^ 


» i®. ^ iMtir of FriodricKs to D'Arf^m (Diirgoy, near Breslau, 

Tjth December 1737).—* Your fnend!>hip seduces you, «o« tker: I 
^ am but a paltry Imave (poUs^$$i^ in comparison with Alciander,” 

* and not worthy to tioithe shoe-latchets of Oesari't Necessity, who 
** is the mother of industry, has made me act, and have recourse to 

' desperate remedies in evils of a like nature. 

^ We luive got here’ (this day, by capitulation of Breslau) ' from 

* fourteen to fifteen thousand prisoners: so that, in all, I have above 
^ twenty^three thousand of the Queen’s troops in my hands, fifteen 
’ Generals, and above seven hundred Officers. ’Tis a plaster on my 
‘ wouD^^but it is far enough from healing them. 

* I am now about mar^ng to the Mountain region, to settle the 

* chain of quarters there; and if you will come, you will find the roads 
ffree and safe. I was sorry at the Abbe’s treason, ’--palUy De Pradcs, 
of whom we heard enough already.^ 

Pottiry^ApoiheoAs of Ffi*druh^—^T)xtxt stands on this man* 

* telpiece,’ says one of ray Coirespondenis, the amiable Smelfui^s, in 
short, whom readers are ocquainlud with, * a China Mug, not of 
^ bod shape; dcclarii^ itself, in one obscure comer, to be mode at 

* Worcester, ‘’R. I., Worcester, 1757” (late in the season, 1 presume, 
‘ demand being brisk); which exhibits, all round it, a diligent Potter's* 
^ Apotheosis of Friedridi, hastily got-up to meet the general enthusiasm 
« of English mankinds Worth, while it lasts unbroken, a moment’s 
' inspection from you in hu^ying along. 

‘ Front side, when you take our Mug by the handle for drinking 

* from it,differs a poor well-meant China Portrait, labelled King op 
‘ Prussia: Copy of FrietWch’s Portrait by Pesne, twenty years too 
‘ young for the time, smiling out nobly upon you; upon whom there 
^ descends with rapidity a small Genius (more like a Cupid who had 
^ hastily forgotten his l^w, and goes headforemost on anothef errand) 
’ to drop a urreath oa this deserving headuneath fiir too small for 

* ever getting on (owing to distance, let us hope), tho^^h the artless 
^ Painter makes no sign; and indeed both Genius and wreath, os he 
^ gives them, look almost like a big Insect, which the King wUl be apt 

* to tre^ harshly if be notice it On the (^posite side, again, sepa* 

* rated u(m Friedrich’s back by the handle, is an aiormous image of 
^ Fame, with wings filling l\alf the with two trumpets going at 

* once (a bdss, probably, and a treble), who flies with great ease; and 
^ between her c^er face and the uncxpoctant one of Friedrich (who is 

* 180^ off, and Imows nothing of it) stands a drcnlar Trophy, or Im • 

^ 4 t FridMop adx. 47. 
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of drums, pkes, muskets cannons, field>flags and tht like; 
^ yerj slightly tied t^ether,—mot, if there is one^bdn^ hidden 

* by some fantastic bit of scroll or escutcheon, with n Fame and ^ne 

* trumpet scratched on it;--<and high out of the Imoh)glio rise«^\liree 

* stuidanh inscribed with Names, which we perceive are intended to 

< be names of Friedrich's Victories ;^taiidaTds notable at this day, with 

* Names which I will punctually give you. ^ r 

* Standard first, which flics to the westward or Inward, has Reis- 

* berg’' (no such place on this distracted globe, but meaning Bevem’s 

* Rdchenkfrg^ perhaps),—“ Rrisberg,” ** Pragte,” •* ColUn.** Middle 

< standard curves b^tifully round its staff, and gives us to read, 

* ^^Welham'’ (non-extant, too; may mean Welmina or LobosiU), 
^ “ Rossbach*' (very good), ** Breslau” (poor Bevem's, thou^t a vie- 

* tcry in Worcester at this time I). Standard third, which flies to 
' eastward or right band, has Neumark” (that is, Neumarkt and the 
‘ Austrian Br^-ovens, 4th December); *^Li$sa” (not yet Leuthen in 

* English nomenclature); and ^‘Breslau” again, whicli meaa» tht cap- 

* tsre of Breslau Cify this tim^ and is a real success, 7th-i9th Decem- 

* ber;'^iviRg us t^ approximate date, Christmas 1757, to this hasty 

* Mug. A Mug got-up for temporary English enthusiasm, and the 

* accidental instruction of posterity. It is of tolerable China; ^olds a 

* good pint, To the Protestant Hero, with all the honours r^and 

* offers, in little, a curious eyehole into the then England, with its 

* then lights and notions, which is now so deep-hidden from us, under 

* volcanic ashes, French Revolutions, and the wrecks of a Hundred 

* very decadent Years.* 
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